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TO THE 



KING. 



MAY ir PLEASE rOUR MAJESTT, 



[These inquiries concerning the domefti<i 
Jid rural economy of the Hindoos, were 
|)riginally made as the means of obtaining 
better information regarding the condition 
Df a numerous people, living in a date of 
fociety and manners to me almoft entirely 
3ew: The5r were communicated to the 
hiyic, with a view of rendering the inha^ 
bitants of thefe remote parts of your Ma- 
I ■ * • b 2 jefty'? 



jelly's dominions, better known to y. 
fubjedls in Europe ; and they are n 
humbly offered to your Majefty as a trib 
of gratitude for that fecurity and protecl 
which their author enjoyed, in comn 
with many millions of your fubjedls in 
midfl of Afia. 

What refledlions may arife in your P 
jelly's bread, on viewing the domeftic < 
cumflances, and adual condition of fo la 
a portion of the human race, I prefume 
to conjedlure ; but your fubjedls can har 
contemplate without reverence and gr 
tude, that dilpenfation of Providence wh 
has committed to your Majefly's protedl 
and care, a more numerous people, r 
more extenfive territories, than ever 
under the dominion of any European ]\ 

narc 



' narch ; becaufe it has enabled your Councils 
to govern them with greater wifdom and mo- 
deration. During your long, eventful, and 
profperous reign, the anarchy confequent 
on the downfal of the Mogul Empire, has 
been fucceeded by order : The cruel fpolia- 
tions of contending chieftains have been 
fufpended j arts have been encouraged ; fe- 
veral new*manufa6lures have been intro- 
duced, and many more have been extended : 
And while the bleffings of fecurity and 
peace have been conferred upon a numerous 
people, better means have been fupplied 
them of acquiring the knowledge of truth, 
and the practice of virtue : The time has 
arrived^ when Alia, which gave the firft leJP- 
fons of civilization to mankind, is deftined 
to receive them back with intereft into her 
bofom J and when India, the peculiar rc- 
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gion of defpotifin, muft experience the blcf- 
fings of a mild and rational government, 

I am, 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

Your Majefty's 

Obedient Subjed, and 

Faithful Servant, 

WILLIAM TENNANT- 
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GLOSSARY 



OF THE 



INDIAN TERMS 



MADE USE OF IN THIS WORK. 



Aiil^ a fpecies of vegetable dye ; the root of the 
Morinda citrifolia. 

Ahdean^ a defcription of cavalry under the imme- 
diate command of the emperor. 

Aheer^ a cowherd. 

Ana^ a copper coin, 1-lOth part of a rupee, nearly 
equal to twopence fterling. 

Aumil^ a coUeftor of the taxes. 

Bajira^ a fpecies of grain ; Holcus fpicatus of Lin- 
naeus. 

Bang^ a fpecies of hemp, the feed of which intoxi- 
cates like opium. 

Banian^ a fervant in charge of money tranfaftions. 

Barhi, the makers of leaf difhes. 

Bazar ^ a market-place. 

b 4a 'Bau* 
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Bangee, a fprig of bamboo laid acrofs the fhoulder 

to carry weights. 
Begnb or beggah, a meafure confifting of one-third 

of an acre. 
Biswah^ a fquare meafure, confifting of one-fixtecnth 

of a begah. 
Bhautj a village ppet, or bard. 
Beertiaj a fpecies of Panicum. 
Begum, the wife of a prince. 
Bhoota, a fpecies of grain. 
Brinjariesy dealers in grain who follow the camp. 
Budjerrow, a pleafure boat with feveral different 

apartments. 
Bungalow, a country houfe with diflferent apartments 

on one floor. 
Burdiah, a cowherd. 
Byab, a weigher of grain. 

Chowgong, a game played at the imperial court. 

Chillies, different fpecies of the Capficum. 

Chockidar, a watchman. 

Choultry, an inn, or refting place. 

Chumar, a manufafturer of leather. 

Coir, the bark of the cocoa nut, ufed for cables. 

Compound, that fpace of ground inclofed by the dil- 

ferent buildings of a houfe. 
Consumah, a fervant in charge of the family expencCvS. 
Coss, a meafure of diftance nearly equal to two miles. 
Congree, a fpecies of grain. 
Corahadar, a fervant maintained for punifhirtg the 

mifdemeanours of the reft. 
Crore, ten millions of rupees, equal to 1,200,000/. 

fterling. 
Cummerbu7id, a girdle for the loins. 
Cutcha, weak or fmall ; when oppofed to pukka, it 

denotes one half. 
Cutwal, the magiftrate of a town. 

Dam 
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D^;;z, a fmall coin, one-fortieth of a rupee. . 

Dewariy chief officer in civil affairs. 

Dobl^ a fpecies of grain ; Citifus, Lin. 

Darogha^ an overfeer. 

Dhiree^ a weight confifting of .five and a half feei, 
or nearly ten pounds. 

Donies, floops of an inferior clafs, navigated by na- 
tive failors. 

Durbar^ the court of a prince. 

Dobbee^ a wafherman. 

Dossaud^ a watchman. 

Emeer^ the fingular of Omrah, a nobleman. 

Fakcer^ a religious mendicant of the Mahomedaii 
faith. 

Ghee^ clarified butter from buffaloe's milk. 

Godown^ 2L cellar or warchoufe. 

Gorait^ a mefTenger. 

Gram^ that fpecies of grain given to horfes. 

Gunny bags^ facks made of coarfe canvafs. 

ILickeryy a fmall cart for two oxen. 

Henna^ a yellow dye, for the foles of the feet and 

palms of the hands. 
Hookah^ an inflrument for fmoking. 
Howda/.i, the large feat fixed on an elephant, i^'hich 

accommodates tvvo or three riders. 
Hiitwaryj the ploughing feafon ; one occurs in June. 

and July, the other hi September and Oftobcr. 

Jaghier^ a reward for fervices paid in land, and re- 

fumablc. 
Jcaiv^ barley ; Hordeum tetrafticum, IJn. 
Jchat^ and sayer jehat^ a fort of capitation tax. 
Janidarj a military rank, :}\{o a country na5;ifl:rate. 



Jouarj one of the Indian gramina ; Holcus forghum, 

Lin. 
Jute^ or paut^ the reed of which India paper is made, 

Crotularia juncea. 
hnaum bary^ the burial place of a faint. 

Kella, a fort or caftle. 

Kerreef^ one of the great harvefts ; it continues dur- 
ing September and Oftober. 

Lac^ 100,000 equal to 12,000/. fterling. 
Lochar^ an iron fmith. 
Lootie, a thief. 

MaLJj a habitation with land annexed. 

Matin^ a weight, various in different parts, com- 
monly 75 pounds. 

Molungees^ faltmakers, flaves. 

Moong^ a fpecies of grain ; Phafeolus, Lin. 

Murhtuij a fpecies of grain, variously named in dif- 
ferent provinces. 

Musnud^ the throne or feat of royalty. 

Mussalgee, a torch bearer. 

Mutsudie^ a clerk. 

Nabob J a corruption of Nawab, literally a deputy ; 
this title was frequently ufurped during the de- 
cline of the Mogul Empire, and is undefined. 

Nimuck, fait of different kinds ; commonly muriat 
of foda. 

Qjnrahj the nobles of the Mogul empire. 
Oordy or Mash^ a fpecies of grain ; Phafeolus max. 
Lin. 

Pady^ rice wliile growing. 

Put^ 



Putwariy a clerk for adjufting village accounts and 
rents. 

Pagoda^ a Hindoo temple ; alfo a gold coin of va- 
rious weights and value. 

Pariahs^ a tribe of outcafts who have no rank. 

Palma christi^ one of the oil plants ; Ricinus, Lin* 

Pensary^ an apothecary's Ihop, 

PeoTij a meffenger. 

Pergunnah^ a fmall diflrifl: of country. 

Rajahj a Hindoo prince, with more or lefs inde- 
pendent power. 

Rajah poots^ a military clafs of the Hindoos, belong, 
ing to the caft of Katry. 

Rubbee^ the fecond great harveft of India ; it con- 
tinues during March. 

Rupec^ a filver coin, at the ordinary exchange, of the 
value of a half-crown. 

Sanyassee, a religious devotee of the Hindoo faith. 

Sarkar^ or Sirdar^ a head fervant. 

Sirkar, government ; alfo a large diftricl. 

Sebundy, a fort of militia or police-men. 

Soonie, an adherent of the fed of Ali. 

Skyist, an adherent of the fed of Omer. 

^brcff^ a banker or money changer. 

8yce^ a groom. 

Seevy denomination of weight, equal to 1 lb. IS oz. 

13 drs. 
Skucavj a wealthy banker. 
Sradha, a religious ceremony in honour of deceafcd 

anceftors.' 
Subah or Subahdar^ the governor of feveral pro- 

vinces immediately under the emperor. 
Sqffces, men of learning. 
Swij 2l fpecies of Indian hemp. 
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Talook and Tahokdar^ the holder of a fmall property 

in land. 
Tannahj a guard houfe. 
Tope^ a grove, commonly of Mango trees. 
Tulwar J a kind of large fword. 

Verandah J an open apartment furrounding the houfe, 
and fupported on pillars. 

Zemindar J a landholder with certain official powers. 
Zenanah^ an apartment for women and children. 
Zillah^ a criminal court } alfo a diftrid:. 
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PREFACE 



TO THE 



SECOND EDITION. 



The rapid fale of this book, which has brought 
into demand a fecond edition in a few months after 
the publication of the firft, is perhaps rather to be 
afcribed to the novelty and importance of the fub- 
jedt, than to any peculiar merit in the execution of 
the work. In an age fo much diftinguiflied by a- 

^ gricultural knowledge, it is certainly remarkable, 
that the rural economy of above fixty millions of 
its fubjefts fliould remain almoft entirely unknown 
to Britilh literature. It was this circumftance which 

• firft fuggefted to the author the idea of availing him- 

felf 
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felf of his local opportunities of prepai'ing for pub- 
lic view a (ketch of the domeftic and rural economy 
of the Mahomedans and Hindoos. If he were dif- 
pofed to indulge in felf-gratulation it would be on 
having prefented to literary men and agriculturalifts 
a new, cxtenfive, and fertile field for their future la- 
bours, and on having attradted no inconfiderable 
fliarc of their notice. 

The praifes and cenfurcs of the Reviewers, (the 
Indian Recreations having received a liberal fhare 
of both), may have had fome effect in drawing to 
the work a more general attention : Thefe gentle- 
men are therefore entitled to his grateful acknow- 
ledgements. It has long been remarked, that the 
fate of a man and his writings are, in many re- 
fpefts, diametrically oppofite j the former has the 
beft chance of happinefs and comfort in the fequef- 
tered walks of life, the falkntis semtia vita ; while 
the reputation of the latter, if it be not criticifed 
and controverted, proifed and condemned, muft in- 
evitably languifli, and foon die. 
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In the prefent cafe, however, it is to be regretted, 
that from their unavoidable ignorance of the fubjeft, 
the ftriaures of the Reviewers, for the greater part 
are vague, incongruous, and even contradidory. 
One clafs commends the ftile as " correft, elegant, 
and impreflive* ;" another condemns the arrange- 
ment, and ftigmatifes the ^' ftile as difagreeablef/' 

A third clafs compliments the work on its " im- 
" partiality," while a fourth imputes to it the blame 
of traducing the " native governments of India J ;'* 
and one gentleman, more inftruftive than any of 
his colleagues, has conferred upon each acre in 
India the amazmg produce of 27 bolls of wheat 
annually, and two crops of that grain in one year||. 
It is not without reafon that this Reviewer congra- 
tulates himfelf on having outftripped the puny ftate- 
ments in this work, where, it muft be owned, no 
crops arc noticed fo marvellous, in point of magni- 
tude. 



* North British Magazine and Review, 

f Edinburgh Review and Literary Journal. 

t Literary Journal, 

fj Imperial Review. 
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tude. But it is time to difmifs thefe crudities, and 
to look forward to a period which is faft approach- 
ing, when this grofs ignorance regarding our do- 
minions in Afia muft be difpelled, and when fuch 
abfurdities will no longer be either written or read 
by the vulgar. 
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Of the information contained in thefe volumes, by 
far the greater part is the refult of perfonal obferva- 
tion, and of inquiries made upon the fpot, during a 
refidence of feveral years in different parts of India. 
The progrefs of the army to which I was attached, 
prefented to my examination, during that period, a 
large extent of country, in a line of march of more 
than three thoufand miles. The duties of my pro- 
feflion obliged me, befides, to undertake many jour- 
nics in different diredions, where the army did not 
penetrate ; and curiofity often prompted me to make 
Ihorter excurfions wherever information might be 
procured. 

The 
Vol. I, V) 
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Tiiii dilicrcnt OiTiccrs, uiiuLr \\lioni I fiicccflivcly 
J'crvcd, far from eiiibarniiling, by their (iilicial ;iu- 
thority, encouraged llicfe purfuits ; and to Lieii- 
tcnant-General Sir James Craig, Major-Gcncrals 
.Alvixandtr Mackenzie, and Hay Macdowall, I am 
obliged for feveral ufeful topics of difcuflion, as 
well as for the mofl: polite indulgence in the difpofal 
of my timtj, on every occafion, conliftent with the 
duties of my ftation in the army. 

Anotiikr fource of information was frequently 
aftbrded mc by the converfation and writings of fe- 
veral intelligent natives of India, both Mufliilmans 
and Hindoos : Whatever was found difficult or ob- 
fcure, tliefc men were referred to for elucidation, 
as the bed qualified to decide on their own man- 
ners and inftitutions. Gholam Hoflein Khan, Abu 
Talcb Khan, and Ram Jeet Sing, as often as they 
were confulted on doubtful points, fupplied more * 
correct information ; they are men of noble birlh 
and confiderable rank, but ftill more diftinguiflied « 
among their countrymen, by their extenfive know- 
ledge and refpectability of character. 

My 
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My ftation in the army aflbrdcd me irequeiit t)i> 
portunity of oral converfation witli the niolt intel- 
ligent of the Honourable Company's civil and mi- 
litary fervants ; and to iheir unaffected liDijjitalitv, 
and liberal conununications, I owe many obligatiouj^'. 
With equal pleafure and advantage I have confuUed 
the writings of many of thofe Gentlemen, who from 
their profeffional labours, and long refidence in the 
country, have become beft acquainted with its af- 
fairs. The works of Sir W. Jones, Dr Roxburgh, 
Dr Hunter, Dr Fontana, and Captain Hardwick, 
are not mentioned in literary circles without refpecl 
and approbation ; and of fome of them the reputa- 
tion is fo high as leaves no room for panegyric. 

I AM not without hope, therefore, that even in 
this eventful and dangerous period, when literary 
purfuits arc in a great mcafure laid afide, that by 
fome perfons, wearied with the buftle of politics, and 
the nt)ife of war, thefe Recreations may be rcforted 
to for the amufement of a leilure hour, and that 
by others whofe views, or thofe of their friends, are 
turned to India, they may be perufed from higher 

motive^-. 
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motives. AVhatever may be their fate, they arc 
now committed to the public ; and as no writer can 
be indifferent to what has long been the objeft of 
his labour and care, I wait its decifion with Ibmc 
folicitude, and will bow to its fentence with perfeft 
fubmiflion. 
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Calcutta^ Sept. \196i 

The pemnfufa df HIndoftan, cbiitainirig all theprin^ 
cipal fettlements which have been formed by thtf 
iEuropean nations on the continent of Afia, is in ex- 
tent nearly cf^ual to Europe. In geogriphical lan- 
guage, this name is applied only to that trad whiclx^ 
is bounded on the weft arid eaft by the Indus and 
the Barrampooter ; on the north by the mountains 
of Thibet and Tartsrfy j and on the fouth by the 
river l^irbudda, and the lowe^ boundaries of Bengal 
and Bahar. The extremity of the peninfula, which 
contained itearly one half of the Mogul empire, 
among the Indian g^eographer^, received the appella- 
tion of Deccafi^ or South^« In the ancient langiiage 
Vol, L A d 

^ Vid. Majoir RttmcVs Man# p. 19. luXwitt 



2 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

of Hindoflan, this name is not found ; the country 
is in tke Sanfcreet ftyled Bharata. The name of 
India was adopted by the Greeks, from the Perfians^ 
and is of comparatively modern application*. In a 
period long before, the moft ancient European re- 
cords, this part of Afia had attained to fome degree 
of civilization, and had. made confiderable progrefs 
in the arts of life;,- Since. the earlieft commencement 
of authentic hiftory in Europe, its manufaftures, 
fcience, and religion, have attracted the attention of 
every llate in that quarter of the worlds 

Our admiration of what is ancient, has, howev^r,^ 
been exceffive; and prompted hiftorians for up- 
wards of twenty centuries to exaggerate their ac- 
counts of oriental attainments beyond the tfuth. The 
improvement of the Hindoos has, unqueftionably, 
jbeen much earlier than that of any nation in Eu- 
rope J but it is equally certain that their attainments 
ia almoft all the arts are lefs confiderable : They are 
now nearly in the fame ftate as they were two thou- 
land years agof, when, they were far furpaffed in many 
particulars both by the Greeks and Romans. 

They, as^ well as the Chinefe, have brought the 
more ufeful arts to a degree of perfection requifite 
for the common purpofes of life ; but the efforts ei- 
ther 



* Vid. Tratiflat. of the Huftopades, by Mr Wilkins, p, 332. 
f Dr Robcrtfou^ Difquif. Appendix. 
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tfher of curibfity, or of their genius, have never car- 
ried them beyond this point. The mediocrity of 
their fldll in the arts necelTary for defence, has been 
always confpicuous ; for they have been fiicceflively 
conquered by the Perfians, the Patans, the Moguls, 
and modern natrons of Europe. That very people, 
whom European difcipline has lince rendered fo for^ 
midable, had uniformly been accuftomed to yield up 
their ricli country an eafy prey to every invader ; 
and had, perhaps, feldom a dynafty of princes from 
their own* countrymen. 

Herodotus is the earlieft European feiiftorian who 
makes mention of this country ; his work was com- 
pofed 440 years before our sera. Even then, it had 
begun to experience the caTamitiies of invalion ; for 
it was partly conquered 6y Darius Hyfllafpes*. Alex- 
ander's expedition to the banks of the Indus, firft 
(:ommuhicated to Europea;tis authentic information 
concerning that part of India which has fmce obtain- 
ed the name of the Panjab, or Five Rivers, the 
fources of the Indus, down which part of the Gre- 
cian troops were condtifted by Nfearchus. Megaf- 
thenes, the ambafiador of Seleucts, during his long 
i^efidence at Palibothra, tranfmitted farther informa- 
tion j of which Strabo, Pliny, and Arrian have 
availed themfelves in the accounts they have given, 
of India. Its commerce, which at firft centered in 

A 2 Tyre 

* Htrodot. lib. !*•♦ 
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Tyref , was afterwards transferred to Alexandria ;, 
when it was conducted by the Greeks, Romans, 
and Venetians, till the difcovery of a paflagjj to In-^ 
dia by the Cape of Good Hope^ 

DuaFNG all' this- psriod, containing two thoufand 
.y$ars, tUe Hiaidoo manners and cuftoms have ex- 
perienced- very little change. Their knowledge^ 
their manu6i6ture8, and arts ; even their drefs, and 
modes of living, are defcribed as being exuftly in 
the fame ftate they are at prefent. The following, 
particulars, nedced by Arrian, will prefent to the 
mind of every perfcm whahas vifited India, a pifture 
of their prcfwit cuftoms and manners by no means- 
inaccurate* " Their bodies are flender in form j 
their dfet principally vegetables ; they are divided 
into cafts, and^^ fubordinato Glkifes y anjl t^e fame 
trade is perpetuated- in- a* family, from; ggneratipn to 
generation. Msirriages are permitted at feven years 
of age J hut prohibited between different claffiesf^ 
The tnen wear ear-rings, party-coloured fhoes, and 
frequentily veils, which cover the head and (houlders^ 
The lower orders have thtiir faces daubed with co- 

Iburs,. 

* Hiratn> its king, was contemporary with Solomon ; and* 
die facred writers frequently mention the wealth of that city. 
Vid. EaekitPs Propfi. 

•|- Not confummated till the age of puberty ; and In the in-^ 
ftitutes of Mtnuy intermarriages of the different claflcs are re- 
cognized as valid* but ftigmatized as contra bonoi mgreu 
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l<Mrrs^ while the highier fitfks have umbrdlas (^avried 
over them. Two-handed Xwords are carried about ; 
with bows, whofe ftringd are drawn. ^by the foot/' 
Their ingenuity in catching elephants, and their me- 
thod of manufacturing cotton, are all noticed in 
^ermi not inapfdicable vto their .^refent ftate*» 

This fingular (lability diil\)Iayed in the manners of 
Indians, muft' be imputed to their religion. The 
Braminicsd rites and inftitutions enter into ^very part 
of their manners, and guide .almoft every adkion of 
their lives. Whatever thefe injoin, is therefore un- 
alter^le ; for it is fey them regarded not merely 
with that veneration which men pay to ancient 
cuftoms, but as the injuttftions .-of Heaven, which it 
w^re impiety to violate;. Hence the manners of the 
Hindoos have remained una:fFefted by thofe inva- 
fions and InfuiireEtions which have fo often changed 
iithe condition of fociety in other countries. They 
have refilled equally the enthufiafm and cruelty of 
jthe Mahomedan, ^nd the feebler efforts of jluropeau 
iniflionaries, for their converiioi^. 

Though this be the ftate in whida the Hindoos 
were /ound by the firft Europeans who vifited their 
xrountry, there is no reafon to conclude that, prior 
;t9 that period, they were not in a ftate comparatively 
rode ; and that they gradually emerged from that 

A 3 primeys^ 

* Vid. HifL Arrian. paffim. 
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jjrimeval barbarity in which nature has decreed t^ 
^envelope the origin of nations. Hiftory affords <^i. 
reft teftimony of this faft. Thofe writers already 
mentioned, notice that they were ruled by indepen- 
.dent princes, whpfe territories, by the fmallnefs of 
their extent, feemed to annovince the limited progrefs 
they had made in focial union, and their humble at- 
tainments in the art of government. Their caves in 
Elephsuita and Salfette, ^re ftanding monuments of 
the original gloomy (late of their fuperftition, and 
the imperfeftion of their arts, particularly that of 
^architefture, which. is, perhaps, the moft intricate 
and laborious of any. 

The Hindoo attainments in the arts, however, 
fuch as they are, have uniformly fupplied the ma- 
terials of a trade to the weftem world, which has en- 
riched every nation engaged in it. There a paflion 
for Indian manufaftujes has aftuated the higher 
ranks of fociety in every age ; and has conferred a 
degree of importance upon thofe nations who have 
imported them, which they could not otherwife 
have attained. 

The territories obtained by the Britlfli in this part 
of the world, though later in their acquifition, in 
extent and importance far (urpafs what has ever 
fallen to the lot of any other nation. With a cir- 
jcumfcribed territory at home, they have reached a 
very high degree of eminence among the nations of 
JEurope, while their dominion in Hindoftan, and 

their 
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-their comitvercial antercourfe witk the reft of Afia, 
confers upon them a greater iqfliience -oh the happi- 
cefs; of mankind, than the.moft extenfive empire of 
China can boaft. Time alone can difeover^vhethcr 
their conneOion with the .Hindoos Ihall be more 
effeftual in meliorating their condition, than that of 
the various nations who 'Ijave re4uced >them under 
their fubjedtioiu 

If this effefti-fliall follow, fo deeply interefting to 
a large portion of our fellaw. creatures, it muft be 
-the rcfult of an enlarged knowledge of their intcrefts 
as conneded wirii our o\^n. TJie immenfe refources 
of England, which, in all- our wars, I^ive afloniflied 
the nations of Europe, are created and fupplied by 
pur commerce; and of this, the .trade of India is 
the mod confiderable branch. 'XJie fate of .the one 
country is involved in that of .the. other: .with her 
.poffeffions.in Afia Gr^t Britain niuft, {land or fall. 

The Lfiv^ftlgations of the Agrioultural Board have 
already .produced a. mafs of ufeful information^ pof- 
feffed by no other nation in Europe, l^he views or 
claims of intereft ijnd of advantage, are equally ftrong 
for a fimllar fta^iftical account of Ipdia : fhould that 
meafu^e be carried into effeft with equal ability, an 
obligation of the higheft importance would be con- 
ferred by that infUtution upon their country. 

A SET of printed queries fcnt to every commer- 
xial rcfident faftor, or other officer in each diftrict, 

A 4 would J 
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• 

would, in the rourfe of a few years, determine how 
fiilly fuch a meafure was pra^cable. Diligent en- 
quiry would fqon afcertain due mofl; important arti- 
cles of inveftigation : fuch as the number of the 
inhabitants ; the particular manufadures, or labour, 
in which the people are employed in each diftrid ; 
jthe rate of their wages, and the expence of thdr 
living ; the diflferent branches of hufbandry, fuch ais 
the tenure by which the farmers hold their poffef- 
fions ; the rent, and different kinds of produce, with 
their value in the market. 

Were all thefe particulars fully known, u thour 
fand means of at once improving the revenue and 
the condition of the people, would occur, which at 
prcfcnt are either concealed, or left to vague conjec- 
ture. Pliny made the Romans acquainted, in fome 
.degree, with the ftate of India, while they had no 
pofleffions there, and when that people could not af- 
fe£t the condition of the natives. The trade carried 
on with it feemed to him fo immenfe, as to interell 
every member of the /late ; yet the commerce of 
the Romans with India did not exceed fifty millions 
of fefterces* annually, or about one tenth part of 
that of Britain, exclufive of her immenfe territorial 
revenues. The very diftance of our ppfleflions a- 
•Jone feems to require that fome means {hould be a- 
dopted of laying local knowledge before its legifla- 

torSs. 

* ^440,000. 
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tors, and the executive government. No part of 
the Roman empire, large as it was, exceeded the 
diftance of two thoufand miles from the capital* ; 
a knowledge of its provinces could nwre eafily be 
acquired and difleminated among the people, than in 
a ftate, the greater part of whofe dominions lie fifteen 
thoufand miles in a dired route from the feat of Go- 
vernment. If the following Iketches (hall in any 
manner prove introduftory to fuch a work, by de- 
jnonftrating the prafticability of the undertaking, the 
labour beftowed in compiling them, will be amply 
rewarded ; and their author will have the fatisfadiou 
©f having neither lived nor written in vain. 

He is fully fenfible of the many imperfeftions 
with which his lucubrations muft abound. The 
fubjeO: is too extenfive to be thoroughly invefligated 
by one perfon : neither his health nor his time per- 
mitted hini to pay it all that attention which it juftly 
merits. All, therefore, pretended by the following 
Ilriftures, is a fiiort view of the different fubjeds, 
which he holds out to be farther difcuffed, and fi- 
niftied by other hands. He has the comfort to re- 
fled, that no part is wilfully miftated, nor any man's 
xhara&er wantonly attacked j and he will cheerfully 
jcorreft unintended errors. 

THE 
f .Vide Renners Memoirs^ 



SECT. I. 



THE MAHOMEDAN CONQUESTS IN INDIA. 



Cangesj near Benares, Sept. 1797^ 

Amidst all that bqaft of Afiatic fcience and litera- 
lure ; and thofe lofty claims in favour of Braminical 
knowledge that have lately been advanced, there are 
perhaps no nations .more ignorant of their own ori- 
gin and hiftory than the Hindoos and Chinefe. Al- 
though ^e have had accefs to the Sanfcreet records 
at Benares, for feveral years, and fome perfons are 
tranflating them^ nOjhiftory of the country has been 
found which is the compofition of a native, ^rom 
the time of Alexander till the Mahomedan conqueft, 
not even the materials of hiftory have been produced 
from Hindoo records. Mahom:ed Feriflita, a muflel- 
man, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
compiled a hiftory of Hindoftan, from' Perfian au- 
thors ; a tranflation of which, by Colonel Dow, has 
long been in poffeffion of the public. 

2 The 
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The manners of a people are to be gathered from 
^llufions in their poetry ; and this is perhaps the 
chief advantage that fcience will derive from the an- 
cient records of this country. The Mahabaret, 
which is now tranflating*, is a very ancient hiftori- 
xal poem, in which the tjruth of fads is probably ftill 
more diftprted by exaggeration, thain, in Homer, 
you find thejr^pe of Helen, and the fiege of Troy, 
A flowery poet, or a Hill more bombaftic and loofe 
hiftorian, feems to be the utmoft that Afiatic genius 
i:an produce: a .vigorous u>telleft, matured judge- 
jnent, and precifion in ftyle, are the growth of colder 
Jatitudesf. 

All we learn, even from the Pcrfian Feriflita, is 
that Hindoftan was at firft divided into a great num- 
ber of fepar^^te kingdoms j and afterwards fo feebly 
united ..under ^the Mahomedau emperors, that they 
piade but fmall refiftance eitlxer to. the firft invaders 
of the country, pr to its fubfequent conquerors. 
Each py-Qvince, attached to its viceroy, who was al- 
jaoft independent of the emperor, fell an eafy prey to 
the incurfions of Tamerlane, Baber, Hiimaioon, and 
Nadir Shah. The Ayeen Acbery of i^bul Fazel, is 
confinq^ Xo a ftatiftical hiftory of the empire of 

Delhi, 

• By Mr Wilklns, a gentleman pofTefTed of much know* 
edge of the languages of India, who has aheady pyblifhed an 
cpifode of this work, entitled the Bhagvat Geeta. 

f Vid. Major Rcnntl's Mem. p. 43. 
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Delhi, during the reign of Acber ; upon die other 
kingdoms he fddom touches, and their internal tranf- 
adions are involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 

About the year lOOO of our era, Mahomed Gazni 
penetrated into Hindoftan ; and after twelve fucceffivc 
invdidiis, in which he was more or lefs oppofed by 
the native princes, he finally eftabliflied his empire. 
His vengeance and bigotry feemed more gratified by 
the mai&cres of the Hindoos, and the deftnidion of 
their temples, than his ambition was foothed by the 
acquifition of new territory, or fiibjecls. The mur- 
ders he committed againft the defencelefs priefts, 
and the numerous votaries of fuperftition who of- 
ficiated at the temples, afforded this monfter the 
highcft delight. </* Nothing,*' fays the judicious 
Major Rennel, " offends our feelings more, than 
the progrefs of deftrudton urged by religious zeal : 
as it allows men to fuppofe tbemfdyes agents of the 
Divinity ; thereby removing thofe checks which in- 
terfere with the perpetration of ordinary villany, and 
thus makes confcience a party when it was meant tp 
be a judge*/* 

This picture, however Jhocking, is too vsxafl: a 
rcprefentation of the conduft of moft conquerors of 
Hindoftan of the Mahomedan race. During eight 
dynafties of kings, who reigned over this country for 



* Introdu£lion to Mem. p., 46. 



a period of 700 years, the moil fbrock>u$ bigotry 
and rapine char^iderifed their efforts in acquiriiig or 
recovering th^ different provinces of tht$ peninfula ; 
and had not the fervor of Mahomedan zeal fome- 
what abated tpwards the later period pf their power, 
the whole fcene of their conquefts muft have re-*' 
mained a folitary defart. In 126^, within twejity-. 
five miles of Delhiy the feat of government, an hun- 
dred thoufand of the Mewatti tribe were put to the 
fword, as a punifhment for their incurfions* The 
internal government of Hindoftan muft have b^en in 
a dreadful ftate, when fuch vindictive meafures were 
purfued i^ the vicinity of the capital. Indeed, re- 
bellious meafures, and barbarous conquefts, make up 
the hiftory of this fine country, which nature feemed 
to have deftined to be the paradife of the world. 

Amidst thefe depredations, Benares, the great feat 
of Braminical learning, was plundered in H84: and 
from this time the purity of the Saafcreet language 
muft have gradually decayed, till it at laft ceafed to 
be a living tongue, being no where fpoken in Hin- 
doftan. It probably enters into the vernacular lan- 
guage, and makes a part of that mixture of which 
it is compofcd, as the Celtic, Saxon, and Latin doiix 
the Ehglifh. When conquefts have been long main- 
tained, and the conquerors numerous, fimilar changes 
are produced in the language of every country. 
The Roman language, like the Sanfqreet, has ceafed 
to be fpoken in all the nations that were fubjedt to 
that empire. 
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This city,* which gives its nam^ to a confiderabl^ 
province, is ftill the great feat of learning, and i& 
held in vcneratibn* all over Indfa : Nothing, howe- 
ver, can more fully denionftratte the circumfcribed 
ftate orAfiatit knowledge and leammg, than the 
linall number who ftudy tht Sanfcreet language, and 
enable themfelves to read their facrcd or fcientific 
books.' Very few, even* of the higheft clafs of Brah- 
mins have made this attainmenr— *ot the thoufandtlr 
part of the community ; whereas in Europe, almoft 
all the youth of any rank are inftrucked in the lan- 
guages of Athens and of Robe from their earlieft 
years y by their means a confiderable mafs of know- 
tedge reaches eVen the body of the people. But the 
incurfions of the Moguls were far oftener reiiewed, 
and were more awfully d*eftmQ:ive than thofe of the 
Goths and Vandals who overturned the Roman em-' 
pire, and deftroyed the monuments of tafle and 
fciente that diftinguiflied Europe.- Regular govern^ 
ment was gradually eftabKlhed, aftrf learning revived 
V^ith new ludte in that quarter of the world ; whi](^ 
Hindoflan remains in the fame gloom of ignorance 
as in the turbulent periods of the Mahbmedah con- 
quefts. 

In the courlc of afiew year^, it will be found that 
a proportionably greater number of Europeans \viH 
ftudy the learned language of Mindoftan, than of the 
natives thetnfelves. From the aftive curiofity and 
diligence, of the former, much is to be expeflred ; 

whife 
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while little can be hoped frota the fupiiie indolaice^ 
and liftlefa charafter of the latter^ 

About the beginning of the fixteenA* centuryy 
during the reign of Belloli, the Eprtuguefe i;eached 
India by the Cape of Good Hope. But fo deeply 
was the empire involved in confulion, that th^ were 
allowed to make conquefts of fome of the petty 
dates bordering on the coaft, whofe viceroys had be-- 
come independent without even attracting the notice 
of the court of Delhi. 

It was not till an hundred years after that period 
that the Britifli/were heard of there, when in 1615 
Sir Thomas Row was fent ambaffador to the Empe- 
ror Jehanguire. During the lapfe of a century, the 
Portuguefe had made fuch confiderable acquifitions 
on the coaft, as to attraft the notice of <he court : 
and Feriflitai the hiftorian, mentions, " that by the 
negligence of the king's governors feveral diftrids of 
Guzarat were in the hands of the Idolators of Eu- 
rope*r 

About a century afterwards, the Mogul empire 
feemed to have reached the fummit of its grandeur ; 
from which it fuddenly relapfed into debility and 
utter ruin. During the reign of Aurungzebe, who 
died in 1707, the empire extended almoft over the 

whole 

* 'Vid. Col. Dow'8 Hift. of Hindoftan. 
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whole penlnfula; and its annual revenue^ whefd 
money is four times the value that it is in Europe, 
amounted to the Aim of 32,000,0001. fterling, ac- 
cording to Major Rennel ; but the Ayeen Acbery 
dates it at thirty-fix millions in the time of Acber. 

So vaft an empire could not be held together by a 
weak and unenergetic government : and the mighty 
fceptre of Aurungaebe, when grafped by the feebler 
hands of his fons, was found too unwieldy for their 
management. His death was regarded as the fignal 
of hoftility by Mauzum and Azem, the two eldeft, 
who marched, the former from Cabul, and the latter 
from the Deccan, to difpute, in its center, the poffef- 
fion of an empire too large for the management of 
one perfon. T^o armies, each confifting of 300,000 
men, decided the conteft by a battle which coil A- 
zem his life ; and conferred the whole empire on his 
more fortunate brother, who affumed the title of 
Bahadar Shah. 

His four fons difputed the throne with the fame 
violence that their father had done ; till the power 
and refources of the empire were fo far reduced, as 
to enable the Sieks, an obfcure people from the 
eaftern mountains, to fet up Ferokfere in the room 
of Jehander Shah, the laft of them. So degraded 
Was the houfe of Timor, that in the fpace of eleven 
years after the death of Aurungzebe, as many princes 
had been raifed to the throne, and fucceffively mur- 

' dered 
2 
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i^ed or depofed. The royal authority thus pro- 
flituted, became contemptible ; and the governors of 
provinces prepared to throw off their dependence ort 
the head of the empire who had become unable to 
iDverawc his fervants. 

The Nizam^ viceroy of the Deccan, and Aliverdi 
Khan, Subah of Bengal, threw off the yoke ; while 
the Mahrattas and Rohillas eftablifhed independent 
ftates in the heart of the empire. The province of 
Oude was feized by Siefdar Jung, grandfather to 
the prefcnt Nabob A^oph Doulah. Nothing now 
remained to the Imperial Houfe, except a fmall ter- 
ritory round Delhi ; when in 1 749 the laft rOyal 
army was defeated by the Rohillas, whofe indepen- 
dence was now fully eftablifhed. 

Thfi prince, in whofe time this final overthrow of 
the Mogul power was effefted, was Achmed Shah; 

• from this period though the title be regularly af- 
fumed by the lineal heir of the empire, it is merely 
nominal. So powerful is the effeft of cuftbm a- 
mong Afiatics, that the name and perfon of the em- 

' peror have been regarded as of confequence to the 

• different powers who have fince contended for ter- 
ritory in Hindoftan* The veneration of the people 
for their ancient monarchs has been fo great, as 

•to oblige the princes to obtain grants, fandioned 

by the emperor's name, to cover their ufurpations 

from the eyes of at leaft the people throughout 

Vol. L B- India: 
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India : and through that extdnfive territory, which 
fr, * compofed the Mogul Empire, the coin of each 

^ ftate 18 univerfally ftruck in the name of an Em- 

peror, whofe power they have long ceafed to ac» 
knowledge. 
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SECT. 11. 



i(£marks on the statement given by the ABBJST 
raifnal of the british conquests in bengal. 



Calcutta^ March 1796. 

The celebrated battle of Plaffey, which was gained 
by a fmall army, confiding^ it is faid, only of two 
thoufand natives, and nine hundred Europeans, gave 
the princes of India fuch an awful impreffion of Bri- 
rifh difcipline and valour, that it has continued ever 
fince to operate decifively againft them at every fuc- 
ceeding engagement. 

Those who entertain doubts of the truth of Gre- 
cian hiftories, and of the accounts of the Patan and 
Mogul conquefts, from the enormous difproportion 
of numbers between the contending armies, may 
find a clear elucidation ef them in many of the en- 
gagements in their own times, where the number of 
the vidiors was ftill more difproportioned to that of 
the vahquiihed armies. A detachment of French 

fi2 troog^ 
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troops efFefted revolutions in the Deccan, while 
their number was, perhaps,* not a tenth part of the 
number of Alexander. The Britifh, in two cam- 
paigns, made a complete conqueft of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oude, with a ftill more diminutive force. In 
all thefe inftances, the firft advantages were gained 
by Europeans alone, which were improved by levies 
in the ectnqueted countries \ and Alexander, who 
fet out with only thirty-five thoufand, returned to- 
wards Europe with a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men. 

After being thus firmly eftablifhed on .the 
Gaftges, the Britifli power was engaged in contefts in 
thp Deccan, far more arduous in their nature, and 
for a while attended with Icfs fplendid advantages. 
There it had to cbntetid trith European armies, ih a 
more difficult coutitry, and with native troopis 
v^hofe taftics had been improved by fupcrior difci- 
pline: over thefe obftacles, too, however, it has 
finally been triumphant ; and has annihilated the em- 
pire of the Myforian kings, though defended fuc- 
ceflively by Hyder Ally and Tippoo, two fovercigns-. 
of greater military (kill, and animated with a more 
..inveterate hoftility, than had ever difputed the fields 
againfl: Europeans iti the Eaft.^ * 



r , The account given by the AiAc Rayt^al of tbefe^ 

i'^ > fr conquefts and fettfeiftents, is tnore ample and de- 
r, taile4 than that of any other writer. . The changes 
introduced by time, have tendered Ks defcri|>d^l^, in 
I ^ fome 
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fome parts, inapplicable ta the prefcnt ftatg of die 
country x in other pafikges they were often origin, 
atiy inaccurate, from the impoffibUity of any fingis 
perfon being able to colledt fo great a mafs of au- 
thentic particulars. What is ftill more, to be re- 
gretted, &om hi^ want of perfanal and local know- 
ledge of the manners of the inhabitantSt admittance 
has fometimeabeen given to accounts ahogethes in^ 
credible hj perfons who hare viiited India. 

Th* eloquent exaggerations of this ingenious hif- 
torian have univeifally been perufed \ ahvays to the 
cntertainn^i^nt, and fi^equently to the inftru&ion of 
liis reader. ' 

Oke manifefl s^dvantage he pofieffed over a nati^re 
of Britain ; he could defcribe the conduct of its feiv 
vants in Indiji without fear or partiality. His re» . 
fie^Uons upon this topic are unbiafTed^ and may 
therefore be juftly regarded as t^ moft valuable part 
of his work ; for this reafon I have ventured to give 
his account of the manner in which we obtained the 
Sovereignty of Bengal, ^nd of the rich province of 

• Behar, from which I now write. 

From an affeftation, however, of impartiality, and 

• of getting the better of European prejudices, the 
Preiich writers reprefent the natives of every iforeign 
^country ias being in a ftate.of c^wnparative perfection 

• fmd haippinefs, In their religious and mor?il duties, 
Aey are always on the fide of reafoiv: ^tv4\s^«**«^ 

^ B 3 c^Tcct^s.^ 
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^quarrel, or partial contefl, they are Aire to be on th^ 
JSide of juftice. Much of this aflfedation di^2;race^ 
ihe writings of Houfleau as well as of the Abbe 
Raynal. 

*^ A pernicious cuftom/' liaiys he, ** had for ibmc 
time prevailed in thefe countries : the governors of 
all the European fettlements took upon .them to 
^rant an afylum to fuch of the natives as were afraid 
. ^of opprefSon or punifhment. As they received 
very confiderable furas for their protection, they 
overlooked the danger to which the interefts pf their 
principals were expofed by this proceeding. One of 
tlie chief officers of Bengal, apprifed of this refource, 
took refuge among the Englifh at Calcutta, to avoid 
the puniflicient due to his treachery. He was taken i 
under their proteftion. The Subah, juftly irritat;ed, 
put himfelf at the head of his army, attacked the 
places and took it. He put the garrifon into a clofe 
dungeon, where they were fuflFocated in the fpace of 
twelve hours. Twenty^three only remained alive. 
Thefe wretched people offered large fums to the 
keeper of thdr prifon to prevail upon him to get 
their deplorable fitu^tion reprefented to the prince^ • 
Their cries and lamentations were fufficient mforma* 
tion to the people, who were toucjie^ with cpmpat 
fion ; but no one would venture to addrefs the de-» • 
fpotic monarch upon the fubjeft. The e^iring 
Pnglifli were told, that he was afleep ; there waij 
not, perhaps, a fingle perfon in Bengal who* moug;h| 
that the tyrant'^ flumbers fliould be interrupted fo? 

^ ' ilk ^^^ ' 
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ont moment ; even to preferve the lives of one hun- 
tir ed and fifty unfortunate men ! 

" Admiral Watfon, who was juft arrived' in 
India with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive, who had, 
•diftinguiflied himfelf fo remarkably in the war of the 
-Camatic, did not^day to avenge the caufe of their 
country. They got together the Englifh who hfltd 
ijeen difperfcd, and were flying from place to place : 
They went up the Ganges^in the month of Decembeif ' 
1 756, retook -Calcutta, and made themfelves mafters 
tsf feveral other places; -jand obtained a complete > 
vidory over the Subal^. 

^ Such a rapid and extenfive fuccefs, becoines in 
a manner inconceivable, *when we confider, that it 
-was only with a body of five hundred men, that the 
Englilh were to ftand againft the whole-force of Ben- 
gal. But if their fuperiority was partly owing to their 
4)etter difcipline, and to other evident advantages 
which Europeans have in -battle over the Indian 
powers, the amlntion of eaftem chiefs, the avarice 
•of their minifters, and the nature of a government 
whofe only fprings are fear and prefent jntereft, were .*. 
of ft^l more advantage to them: they had fuflScienjl!^"^ 
experience to avail themfelves of thefe feveral cir- 
<:umftancesin their firft, as well as in every fucceed- 
ing enterprize. Tlie Subah was detefted by all his 
own people, as tyrants generally are j the principal 
officers fold their intereft to the Englifli : he was be- 
^trayed at the head of his army, the greateft part of 
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"which refufed to engage ; and he himfelf fell into 
the hands of the Englifh, who caufcd him to be 
ftrangled in prifon. 

<* TlHEY difpofed of the Subahftiip in favour of 
Jaffier Alii Khan, the ringleader of the confpiraqry 
^ho ceded to the Company fome provinces, with a 
grant of every privilege, exemption and favour, to 
which they could have any pretenfion. But foon 
^ growing weary of the yoke he had impofed on him- 
felf, he was fecretly looking out for means to get rid 
of it. His defigns were difcovered, and he was con- 
ifined in the centre of his own capital. 

« Cossxm-Alli Khan, his nephew, was proclaim- 
ed in his {lead : he had purchafed that ufurpatioa 
with an immenfe fum of money ; but he did not 
long enjoy it. Impatient of the yoke, as his prede- 
ceffor had been, he gave fome tokens of his difpd- 
fition, and refufed to fubmit to the laws which the 
Company had impofed upon him. Upon this the 
war broke "out again : The Jaffier Alii Khan, whom 
the Englifli kept in confinement, was again proclaim- 
ed Subah of Bengal. They marched againfl Coffim- 
■ '. Alii Khan. * His General Officers were corrupted : 
he was betrayed, and entirely defeated : too happy, 
that whilfl he loft his dignity, he ftill pofleffed the 
vaft treafures he had amsdTed. 

" Notwithstanding this revolution, Coffim- 
AUi did not drop his hopes of vengeance. Full of 

refentr 
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jr^featmcat, and loaded with treafure, he fet out for 
,jthe Nabob of Benares, chief vizier in the Mogul's 
empire* He and all the neighbouring princes rcr 
united in oppofition to the common enemy, wha 
threatened them all equally. But now the conteft 
remained no longer between them and a handful of 
Europeans jufl arrived from the coaft of Coroman^ 
del ; they were to engage with the whole ftrength of 
Bengal, of which the Engliih were mafters. Elated 
With their fucceffes, they did not wait to be attacked ; 
0iey fet out direftly, and made head againft fo for- 
midable a league, marching with all the confidence 
jClive could infpire, a leader whofe name feemed to 
\>e the pledge ofconquall. Clive, however, did not 
care to hazard any thing. Part of the campaign 
was fpent in negociation ; but in time the treafures 
which the Englifh had drawn from Bengal ferved to 
enfure them new conquefts. The heads of the In- . 
dian army were corrupted ; and when the Nabob of 
Benares was defirous of coming to aftion, he was 
obliged to fly with his men, without ever being able 
io engage. By this viftory, the <:ountry of Benares 
fell into the hands of the Englifti : and it feemed as 
if nothing could hinder them from annexing that 
fovereigjity to the province of Bengal.'* 

By thefe or fimilar methods, the Englifli have ob- 
tained their territory in India ; and other nations 
have acquired theirs by means perhaps ftill lefs de- 
fencible.. In the eye of reafon, however, there ap- 
pears but little ground for thofe opprobrious terms 
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t>f abtife with which this lively author hm loaded 
t&eir Gondu£t* In hGt^ there cannot be adduced a 
«fingle argument againfl feizing the territory of the 
4i^tiye princes, who were- themfelves ufurpers, \i^ch 
:m^ not be urged againfl interfering in any manner, 
' X)r. trading with India in general. 

Wherever mankind have (ranfadions, there wiH 

arife quarrels and difputes; and among nations who 

quarrel, the weaker party mijft ever fuflFer. In every 

.•quarter of the world, as well as.ATia, every nation, 

f^diftinguiflied, among its .neighbours by luperior brap 

'Very, knowledge, and induftry, has invariably in- 

:creafed its power and enlarged its dominion. Suf 

pferior talents operate. upon the refources of nations 

and their poffeflions in the fame manner as they do • 

•in the cafe of individuals. Philofopbers may har- 

rangue ; but the induftrious and enterprifing always 

have, and in the nature of things ever muft acquire, 

i^n afcendant ovqr the diffolute and poor, 

* Such is the unavoidable cohfeque^ce of the inter-^ 
<:ourfe of a warlike and enterprifing people with na- 
J^ lions inferior in arts and arms : If the fubjeft be ex- 
lliimined by the rule of morality, perhaps thc^condufl: 
of Ei*ropeans may firid a ftill ftronger vindication. 
According to the abqye account, the conduft of the 
J lative princes has been in the higheft degree cruel 
<ind tyrannical. The Subah of Bengal, who mur- 
dered the Englilh, was detefted by all his.fubjefts, 
and dreaded to fuch a degree thj\t he durft not bp 

2 approached 
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iipproaclied on the inoft urgent calls of humanity. 
The nobles who hated, betrayed him ; and the pic- 
ture is applicable to almbft every native prince in 
india. The rules of morality, therefore, if applied 
to this fubjeft, would impbfe it as a duty, on every 
nation who had the power, to vindicate the injuries . 
of mankind, by depofing thefe oppreflbrs from -thdr 
abufed authority. 

This relief to the fufferings of piankind could not 
be viewed as an injuftice even to the princes tliem- 
felves ; for they are in g©aeral ufurpers of thieir 
power. In Europe, where hereditary fucceffibxjL is 
€ftabli(hed, the imagination conceives a fort of* right 
in the fuccefTor to the profpefts which he has been 
educated to entertain ; he compaflfes them without 
violence. In Afia almoin every fuciceilion is an ufur- 
pation. 'The dying fovereign bequeaths his people 
to an adopted heir ; perhaps the child of his menial 
flave ; the difconjented nobles take the field, and 
place upon the throne one of their own number, who 
has no other right than that jconferred by the fword. 
'fhe Englifli, on the contrary, have placed feveral of 
the princes whofe territories they have acquired, in ; • 
opuleRt and fplendid circumftances, of which hardly^ 
even their own folly can deprive them. And Aefc 
rich penfioners they have continued from one gene- 
ration to another, ev^n in defpite of their own de- 
pierits. 
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The late Nabob of Oude left his ample domi* 
nions to a child, born to his meaneft fervant, whofe 
indifference for bis people, and extravagance and 
folly can only be equalled by the meannefs of his 
former condition, His dominions mnft therefore be 
governed as they too long have been, by a defpotiim 
and wantonnefs of cruelty more dellruftive than that 
of Nero, HisJierritories border upon thofe of the 
India Company ; and their limits are every where 
difcernible by the poverty and defolation which they 
difplay. The Englifli nation has had a powerful 
afcendancy over this country for nearly half a cen- 
tury : by them it has been conquered, as well as 
protefted from foreign enemies j while its princes 
have preferved their revenue without feeling depen? 
dence, ^ A purer code of morality wpuld ha^^ taught 
them, that to fuiFer crimes you can preyent, is to be ' 
acceffary in committing them ; that they are in 
foDie degree blameable for the wretched internal 
management of fo vaft a territory j ^hat as it ha^ 
been in their power^ fo it was their duty to make 
this prince a penfioner*, and his people happy. They 
have oftener incurred the guilt of hypocrify, in the 
precautions they have adopted to fcreen their ufur* 
pations, than difcovered temerity in feizing •power 
which feemed thrown into their hands. 



ORIGIlf 

• What right have we to do this ? We have a right tore* 
fume a gift upon its being abufed, or, if improperly given, whe- 
ther it has been abufed or not. 



SECT. HL 



ORIGIN ANET tRlSENT STATE OF THE MAHRATTA 
EMPIRE. 



Hear Buxar^ Ntm. 1796. 

In eveiy narrative of India affairs, the Mahrattas arc 
mentioned as one of the moft confiderable powerb 
which have arifai on the ruins of the Mogul Em- 
pire* 

This nation derives its name from Mahrat, a pro- 
vince in the Deccan*, which at prefent, under the 
name of Baglana, forms the moft central part <^ 
the M^ratta dominions. Sevajee is regarded as the 
founder of this empire ; he had obtained a diflin-* 
gxiiihed rank in die army of the King of Vifiapour,^ 
and the diftradions of that monarchy foon afforded 
Edm an opportunity of afiunung independent power. 

His 

* Vid. Feriflita'8 Hift. Hindoft'an. • 
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His conquefts were fo rapid in the adjoining pro-' 

vinces, that before the acceffion of Aurungzebe ta 

the throne, he had already become formidable to the 

llogul Empire.' The Roman State had not a more 

hardy or warlike people for its founders than the 

Mahrattas ; for many of the. conquefts of Sevajec 

werfe ilKide in the face of Aurungzebe when he was 

• at the fummit of his powei'. The confufions which 

followed latpon' the death of that emperor, and the 

diffention^ among his fons, allowed the Mahrattas to 

extend tfieir conquefls' with a rapidity peculiar to 

, thk- part of Afia. Bred in the fchbol of war, and 

pVeferved by their rugged and barren mountains 

frcJhf fJafllihg intdthat liftfefs effeminacy which cha- 

rafterized the inhabitants of India, the Mahrattas 

/>, "Were able to contend with' Aurungzebe himfelf ;'anfl 

? '}Sahojee, the prince who fucceeded the founder of the 

"Aation, had before his death extended his^dominiom 

from the weflem fhore of the peninfula to Oriffa on 

the eaftern ; and from Agra, on the north, to the 

Camatic, oh thfe fouth ; while alnioft evi^fy paft of 

Hindoftaii and Bengal itfelf had been plundered by 

his krmies. Thefe conquefts were made 'in the fame ^ 

mannefr as thofe of this nation have ever been : an 

j^ enterpriling chief, by holding up to his followers a , 

"' •prof^eft of plunder, foon collefts all army J* and the 

weaknefs and diftraAions of his. neighbours afford 

him an opportunity of reallfmg' his promifi^. * ^ 

^ In 1718 the Mahrattas were fo powerful, that 

they were enabled to enforce the paymenf^of a tri- 
* ~ but<^^l 
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bute from the Emperor Nadir Shah : this impofitiori 
is in the language of Hindoftan denominated a chouf^ ; 
and though it varied in particular diftrifts, amounted 
generally to one fourth of the annual rev^ue. This 
ihameful contribution was exafted from the province 
of Bengal in 174*2, when they overran that province 
with 'SOjOOU cavalry, whofe depredations and cruel- • 
ties are ftill remembered with horror by the natives. 
For two fucceflive years they plundered this rich 
territory, nor did they quit it till they exhaufted its 
ftores, and carried oflF an immenfe booty, particu- 
larly from the Jaggut Seets, the moft eminent 
bankers in India. 

The fortunes of an empire of fuch recent forma- 
tion and rapid growth, were deftined foon to fall^ . 
for it contained the feeds of its. own deftruflion. In 
ika, the combination of the Mahratta chiefs exhibits 
the feudal conftitution in its loofeft form. It is a 
voluntary combination of plunderers, poffefling no 
principle of permanent union or improvement ; and 
the rife of the Mahratta power may with greater pro- 
priety be termed the diffolution of all government, 
and the eflablifhment of anarchy, than the founda- 
tion of regular empire. They are the Swifs of 
India, *ever ready to enter for hire into every fcheme 
of plunder fuggefted by an ambitious chief. 

During the reign of Ram Raja, the difcordant 

. fabric of the Mahratta government was divided by 

the two minifters of that prince, who treated him 
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viith the fame perfidy his anceftor had done the kingf 
of Vifiapour. Bajirow, the Pefhwah, or minifter, 
aiTumed the government of the weftem provinces at 
Poonah ; while the Bukftii, or commander in chief, 
ufurped the eaftem diftrifts, and eftabUflied his go- 
vernment at Nagpore, in Berar. Without any prin- 
ciple of mutual co-operation in making either peace 
or war, thefe chiefs continued at the head of their 
refpeflive dominions. 

Bajirow, the pefhwah of Poonah, conduced his 
adminiftration with a vigour luited to the boldnefe 
with which he had ufurped his power. He not only 
took from the Portugueze the iflands of Bombay 
and Salfette, but puflied his conquefts in the Panjab 
as far as the Indus. There, however, they gave 
umbrage to Abdalla,. king of Candahar, a prince 
with whom they were hitherto unacquainted, and be- 
fore whom their fudden greatnefs feemed deftincd only 
to have made their downfall the more confpicuous. 
For fome time this afpiring nation had been engaged 
in every fcene of war and politics th oughout the 
whole of Hindoftan. This profperity of their affairs, 
with the vaft territories of which they were in poffef- 
fion, infpired them with the idea of baniftiing for 
ever the Mahomedan government from Indi^. On 
their part, therefore, they collcfted all the Hindoo 
powers into a confederacy, while the Mahomedan 
princes ranged themfelves under the banners of Ab- 
dalla. Sujah Do'Alah, and the Rohilla chiefs were 
his affociates oppofed to the Jatts and Mahrattas.- 

Shah 
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StiAH Allum was iiivited to the throne of Delhi 
by Abdalla ; and the fate of the Mahomedan princes 
haftened to its decifion, which was efFeded by the 
celebrated battle of*Panniput, Never fince the fatal 
conteft between the fons of Allumguire, had Hin*. 
doftan beheld fuch nuriierous armies in the field, 
or a combat maintained with fuch obftinate valour. 
On the fide of Abdallsl and the Mahomedans there 
were 1 50^000 combatants ; on that of the Mahrattists 
200,000 men. The deeds of valour performed, and 
the carnage of both armies were incredible ; but 
fortune declared in favour of Abdalla. The num- 
ber of the Mahratta prifoners taken was immenfe, and 
the rout of their army fo complete, that they have 
ever fince laid afide all thoughts of univerfal em- 
pire in Hindoftan, and their power has continued 
to decline. 

Ballajee, who fuffefred this fignal defeat from 
the army of Abdalla, foon died, and was fucceeded, 
in their turns, by Maderow, and his fon Narrain ; 
the latter being murdered by Ragoba, his uncle, left 
the Poonah government in a ftate of great diftradion* 
The widow of Narrain produced a fon who was ac- 
knowledged heir ; and the infamous Ragoba, depofed 
by his fubjefts, unfortunately drew in the govern- 
ment of Bombay to efpoufe his caufe, by offering ad- 
vantageous grants to the Company. The war that 
enfued terminated difgracefuUy for both parties ; for 
Ragoba was furrendered to his enemies, and the 
. VoL.^ I. G Bombay 
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fiombs^y army, after a convention by no means cre« 
dit^ble to t}]^mielve$, agreed to that fettlement« 

The adminiftration of the Poonah govemmeat, 
during a long minority, was conducted by a junto 
oi chiefs whofe j^aloufies and quarrels hare fre- 
quently brought the fUte to the verge of civil war f 
a condition in which it cannot prove formidable to 
its neighbours* 

It is not probable Hindoflan will foon fuffer from 
the conquefts of either of the Mahratta ftates ; tha 
Eaftem has UQ reiburces, and the Weftem muft be 
feeble from diffention^, till fome chief of fuperior 
^lents unite it into one monarchy. The meafujres 
lately purfued by Scindia, feemed to lead to inde^ 
pendent power over the Poonah ftatc. His tro(^ 
are'difciplined by Europeans, and a large body of 
them, tiU very lately, was commanded by an officer 
who had been in the Britiih fervice.^ If by thdr ef- 
forts Scindia, or his fon Dowlat Row, eftabliflies a 
n^ empire in the north and weft, the weftem Mah' 
ratta government will be overthrown, suid a powet 
eftablifhed in the vicinity of Oude, more formidable 
to the Britiih interefts than any they have perhaps 
ever beheld in Hindoftan** 

• The 

* This has been verified ^ for fince the above was writtea the 
Peifhwah has been banifhcd by Scindia ^ and his refloration by 
th^ Britifli ha9 called forth efforts of bravery, which fufficiently 
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T^FZE provinces of Agra and Delhi, once fo famous 
for their population and wealth, are at prefent in the 
iTioft wretched ftate; During half a century they 
have been t}ie fej^t of uninterrupted devaftation ; the 
lands ^e nearly laid w^ft^, an4 the miferjiWe ryuts 
dare ftqt provide anything beyond inimediate fub- 
fiftence, from top well founded an i^pprehenfion that 
they would draw upon themfelyes the cruelties of 
fpm^ licentious chief whofe trade is pillage, and 
whofis fupport is the fpoik of his miferable neigh-* 
bours. 

This defcHptiori is but too applicable to the '^rhold 
Mahratta empire^ wjiich at prefent confifts of nearly 
One half of the whole peninfula of India : and which^ 
With the t^ritory belonging to the Seifcs, and thd 
jfcnglifh, conftitute the only independent pOwer noW 
remaining in this coiintty* 

1*H£ Seiksj as well as the MahrattaS, ai*e a recent 
power which has gradually rifen upon the downfall- 
of the Mogul government. This najtion confifts of 
a vaft number of ariftocratical chiefs equally loofe 
and difordeirly with the Mahrattas i their religious 
principles might form a bond of union in cafe of any 
* ^ C 2 general 

prove the fomiidable fts^fe at which the Mahrattsfs had arrived. 
•Our late glorious vidtories in that quarter have all been atchievedf 
6ver native troops, who maintained the confliA with more fteady 
difcipline, and real bravery, than were ever difplaycd by that 
i»C9 tS menf 
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general change threatening their k&. They have in 
a great meafure apoftatifed from the Hindoo fyftem, 
and have made great approaches to Deifm, and a 
purer fyftem of natural religion. They receive pro- 
felytes and make converts ; and poflefs a decided ad- 
vantage over the adherents of the ancient faith in 
precluding themfelves from no animal food except 
the Ox. They may be regarded as the reformed in 
India ; and though the rules of their founder Nanuch 
have confiderable hold over them, they would not 
perhaps prove fo inacceffible to the arguments of 
miffionaries as the followers of Brahma. The ex- 
tenfive country of the Panjab, is wholly in their pof- 
fefSon, and forms a wide and untried field, which 
in fome future period may fignalize the labours of 
European miffionaries. 
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«F THE EXTENT, POLICE. &c; OF CALCUTTA. 



Calcutta J March 1796. 

' Among the iirfl: objefts which attraft the notice of 
' a ftranger on his arrival in Bengal, is the elegance 
and beauty of Calcutta, the capital of our dominions 
in the Eaft. The Company's botanic gardens, the 
elegant villas of its fervants, the ftfong and regular 
garrifon of Fort William, and the fpires of the town, 
announce your approach to a capit^, though not 
above fifty years Handing, that would be deemed 
> confiderable in any part of the world. 

. ^■ 
The afdvity and enterprize of the Englilh is per- 
• haps no where better difplayed, than in the rapid en- 
largement of this town. In the memory of perfons 
Hill living here, the European houfes were mean, 
and comparatively few in number. Thofe of the 
natives arc, in general, ftill paltx^ Viw\s \ \>\>X:'a& ^jt^ 

C 3 ^^^^^ 
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{pedis of gain, or jtt lead of employment, are always 
opening in the vicinity of European fociety ; the 
number of their dwellings has increafed in a ftiU 
greater proportion than that of Europeans. From 
the number of houfes rated for the payment of taxes 
in the affeflbrs books, the native inhabitans of Cal^ 
cutta cannot fall much fhort of half a tnillibn. They 
amount to this number edimating four p^ons tq 
^ach houfe ; an eftimate certainly moderate, if you 
coniider the number of children and women ^ound 
each hut. The Hindoos not only all marry, but 

^^*-.,\ ^ter into that ftate ^t a very early period of life, 
•" • which renders their marriages uncommonly prolific : 

'- this cirqumftance has rendered barrennefs and celi« 

bacy difgraceful in, either fex, but particularly in 
the female. A young woman, who has not been 
betrothed in her infancy ; or who, from any finiftep 
ficcident, has |iot procured a hufband, brings much 
folicitude and difgrace upon the family. 

Thi3 natural fpurce of pppulation has always bec^ 
feconded by the 3ritifli government in Calcuttajt 
which has afforded an uniform protedion to the liveq 
and property of the inhabitants. The police of the 
city is chiefly committed to a fuperintendarit of pot 
lice, and feveral inferior juftices of the peace, EUror 
. peans, with certain ftated faiaries : before them d| 
petty delinquencies are tried, and fmaller difhurb^ 
ances pimifhed^ T^mnahs, or guardrhoufes, arc 
f refted in the different divifions of the town : and 
t^.^ p^C? i^ 9(iaint;ained by ^ few companies of iiatisic 
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foldiers, who patrole the flreets, and prevent difturb- 
ance from quarrels, robbery, or theft. Offences of 
a higher nature, whether committed by Europeans 
or natives^ are cognizable by the fupreme court of 
judicature ; which about twenty-five years ago was 
fubflituted in place of the Mayor's court, with more 
cxtenfive jurifdidtion, and fuperior authority. 

The powers of this court extend not only to the 
Company's territories in this part of India, but alfo 
to every cafe, civil or criminal, that may occur upon 
the fea between the Corbmandel and Malacca coafts. 
The jurifdidion of this court does not extend to the 
upper ftations : In thefe, however, all the European 
fettlers come under an engagement to be amenable 
to its authority. 

The policy of this eftablifhmeht has been much 
controverted by the civil and military fervants on 
the Bengal eftablifliment ; and it ftill feems to be re- 
garded as an unpopular meafure. The objeftions, 
however, urged againft it, as far as I have been able 
to weigh them, are highly to its honour and that of 
its projeftors. It is contended that a very conflder* 
able difcretionary power over the natives ought to be 
left in the hands of Europeans, to preferve fubordi- 
nation and obedience. A greater degree of info^ 
lence, and a more independent fpirit, it is faid, is 
daily gaining ground among that clafs of men : that 
they are litigious to a proverb ; and on every occa- 
fion put themfelves on that footing of ec^jsaJafc^ ^wAw 
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Europeans, which they find from experience to be 
countenanced by the fupreme court. They forefee 
in its continuance, and in the eftablifliment of fimilar 
jurifdiftions at Bombay and Madras, the total eman- 
cipation of our native fubjects in India* • 

These charges, and thefc fears, proceed rather 
from the mifcondud of individuals than their pa- 
triotifm, or the rigour of the fupreme court. The 
diffipation of Europeans here is far more confpicuous 
than the infolence of the natives. Both the military 
and civil fervants are too often in the habit of incur- 
ring debt, fometimes by borrowing money from the 
people of colour ; but oftener by want of pundtuality 
in the payment of wages and accounts. In every 
cafe a native is a rigid creditor ; and is gratified, ra* 
ther than hurt, by feeing himfelf in a fituation in 
.which he can command the perfonal liberty of an 
European by imprifonment. But the man >yho de*- 
mands the payment of a juft debt may be rigid, but 
is not infolent. An honeft man has nothing to fear 
from fuch demands ; to him they will always appear 
more reafonable, than that every perfon who has the 
facility to part with his money, or want his wages, 
fhould contribute to debauchery, or fuffer ^Tor the 
extravagance and folly of another, 

' . For. 

* Since the above was written, a jurifdi6lIon bill, conferring 
fimilar powers to that for Calcutta, has been projedled for tliQ 
fcttJemeritp of Bombay and Madras* 
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Formerly it fometimes happened that a peace 
officer has been feized in the cantonments, and in* 
fulted at the inftigation of offiters, or by their per- 
fonal violence. Thefe fafts are reported by them- 
felves with an air of exultation, which clearly de- 
ihonftratea their inclination, and a wifh that they 
could again be repeated. Even at prefent, there are 
combinations well known to the bailiffs, which ren- 
der the execution of peffonal diligence a very dan- 
gerous part of their duty. But fuch objeftions 
againft the fupreme court, are its higheft panegyric ; 
bfecaufe they are of the fame nature with the objec- 
tions which every thief or robber has to a gibbet. 

The infolence of the natives, and that indepen- 
dent fpirit which endangers the Britilh power in In- 
dia, wife men have not been able to difcover ; or 
they have deemed paft experience a better guide to 
its treatment, than the capricious exercife of difcre- 
tionary power. The peculations of coUeftors, and 
the exadions of officers in detached commands, have 
produced the only ferious difcontents which the 
Britifli government has ever yet experienced. And 
had the fources of them, or the principal characters 
concerned, been more immediately under the eye of 
the fupreme court, it is probable that they never 
would haVe exifted. 

Had the fupreme court of Calcutta, or the gene- 
ral poKce of that capital been efl:abliflied on bad prin- 
ciples, their pernicious effeds would have a^^eared^ 
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!ong fince, within the immediate fphere of their ope- 
ration. ITielre, however, they are happily as invi- 
fible as their fuppofed caufe. Perhaps lio city in 
Europe has increafed more rapidly than Calcutta 
within the laft tliirty years. Ships belonging to 
every nation are feen in its harbour. Trade, and 
every mercantile fpeculation, have been carried on 
with a boldnefs which appears never to have been 
checked by any judicial iniquity. 

Greater property than is common in Britain, 
iias been accumulated even by fome of the natives^ 
and poffefled with equal fecTurity with that of the 
richeft fubjefts in England. The fafety with which 
the property of European families is entrufted to the 
native fervants, is indeed highly to their honour. 
Fifty or fixty, and more, perhaps, in fome families, 
fleep during the night in the compound, or in the 
paflages and verandahs of the houfe, while every 
door is open : and you hear of much fewer borgla- 
ries and thefts, than are committed in London, after 
all that the precautiohs of bolts, watchmen, and con- 
ftables have been able to effeft. Were a houfe, with . 
an equal number of fervants, kept equally accef&ble 
in any town of England, it would in all proTbability 
be robbed as frequently as it contained any thing 
ttiat could be carried away. And were thefe fub-i 
jeds poffeffed of the fame degree of wealth as fome 
natives in Calcutta, there is no country in Europe 
where they could be more fecure. In fome it is not 
ralh to stfErn^, that they would have long fince been 
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ccnviftedTO iaciyifm, or fojue imaginary crime, in 
order to conceal the real guilt-^that of being rich. 

.^ Thje Ayeen Acbery is etitirely filent about Cal- 
tcutta, which is full proof of its being wholly incon^ 
fiderabie in the time of Acber. , The fettlement of a 
faftory here was fo late a^ 1690, by Job Charnock^ 
It muft^ have remained a trading fadory till fome 
time after the battle of Plafley in 1757. To havQ 
increafed in forty, years in fo -unhealthy a fpot to its 
prefent population of five hundred thoufand fouls, 
implies a 4egreex)f profperity, amidft all the irre- 
gularities of an infant fettlement, that is uiiparalleled 
in any other quarter of the world* 

During tlie rapid increafe of this town, difeafes 
V^ere fatal to thoufands, and particularly, according 
to^ the teftimony of Dr Und, among fuch as had 
lately arrived from Europe. Hamilton gives of his 
own knowledge ^ infUnqe of four hundred burials 
in fix months, at a period when the whole En^lilh, 
refident ther§, did not e^cceed twelve hundred. 
Wherever the Britifh fettje, the n^itives crowd around 
them for protedion and employment : their expe^ 
rience has affured them of both ; and by this they 
have been guided* in the midft of loud clamours, 
from Europe, againft the qry^lty, oppreffion, ;in4 
rapacity of t^eir rvijers, 
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poltaiit branch of the maiine eftabtilhinent itk i, tiref 
of fvich dangerous navigsidon as the* Hoogly. The 
great quantity of fand and rtiud that is waihed down 
this branch of the Gangto during the rains, ocea^ 
fions a continual fiuduation in the fize and pofttion 
of the fand-banks by u'hich its opening is infefted^ 
Conftant attention to this circumftance is indifpenf- 
able, in order to place the different buoys fb as they 
ihali not miflead the mariner. 

FaoNf the perifhable and e:iqpen(ive nattif^ of fiiijjk 
ping in this climate, freight muft be high,: but a cir^ 
cumilance which muft be borne by all, feems hut 
flightly to affed any t and commerce appears as ad< 
tenturou^ here as in any part of the worId< 

The frdght of boats in the inland trade upoli thef 
river, is far from being low. Owing to the length ol 
time xleceflary to perform a moderate voyage upon 
that winding ftrefm. The larger boats upon the 
Ganges <^ry from three hundred to fix himdredl 
tnauns; and their hire, per month, amounts to 
twenty, thirty, or fixty rupees, according to. theif 
different fizes. . 

BuDOBRROws, for the acconlrnodation of gentle' 
inen and their families, are to be had of all fizesy 
from eight to twenty-four ©ars ; the fate of hire foi' 
the firft, is fixty rupees per month ; for the largefl:^ 
two hundred and thirty. This futo includes the paj 
of the^ boatmen ; a clafs of men the nioiL ufelul, la^ 
4 boriou?^ 



borious, and contented in BengaL The pinnade ii 
another defcription of travelling boat, ftill more ex-* 
penfive than the budgerrow. It has fuperior accom- 
modation, and from its refembling the ftru£ture of* 
European craft, both in the hull and rigging, it 
is better fitted for encpuntering a gale in the great 
riven 

Besides the high rfite of freight charged on the 
inland and maritime trade, the merchants in Cal- 
cutta pay a confiderable commiffion on the purchafe 
of goods by their agents t this upon moft articles i^ 
five per cent, ; but as they are more frequently pur- 
chafers for others than tfeenafelves, this fum will be 
oftener received than paid. ... 

The maftert of the countfy-built fliip^^ or the 
fupercargoes, are the immediate agents by which the 
trade of this part of the world is conduced. They 
are the moft enterprifmg body of men * and, in' ge- 
neral, better informed than thofe of the fame profef* 
fion in Europe* Many of them have made inde-* 
pendent fortunes j and, what is ftill more to their 
pTraife, enjoy them in a decent and creditable man- 
ner. The faftidious ideas regarding rank, which 

> formerly prevailed in this capital, went nearly. to the 
exclufioh of this ufeful fet of men from the fociety 
of our imaginary grandees ; a lofs more than com- 

• penfated by their diligent attention to their own con- 
cerns j which has raifed many of thefe men to fta- 

tion» 
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tions in Britain which few of their contemners have 
been able to attain. 



With the common Malays, and a mixture of 
Chinefe, and Bengalee feam^sn, who never become 
very expert and intelligent in their profeffion, it is 
aftonifliing with what fccurity the country fliip-maf- 
ters perform voyages in thefe dangerous feas. Their 
velVels are termed Donies ; and their enterprifes at 
fea are chiefly to be afcribed to the example of Eu- 
ropeans ; before their appearance, the Hindoos were 
hardly known as navigators. There are fix different 
aiVurance companies in Calcutta, who cover the pro- 
perty of individuals from -the rifks of the fea, per- 
haps at as low a rate of infurance as it can be done 
in Europe. 

Thk mode of navigation, as pradifcd by the na- 
tives, like mod of their other arts, is fcr from being 
in a perfect ttate. The mariners compafs, the great- 
ell improvement in the fcience was, and Hill remains 
in a very imperfect ftate over every part of India. 
Their aftronomical inftruments are, as far as the 
pradice of failors is concerned, in a ftate equally 
^ contemotible. In a European fiiip you may fome- 
nt with their barks at fea in the utmoll un- 
I certainty of both latitude and longitude. Their in- 
[ftrmngnts are fuppofed, by fome very competent 
io he borrowed from thofe of Europeans, 

and 



IsSii are certainly but awkward imitations of theif 
originals*. 

Of the fhips which I have mentioned belonging to 
the pott of Calcutta, there is not a fmgle one com* 
manded by a native Hindoo. Some low perfon of Eu* 
ropean extraft, but removed perhaps by many genera- 
tions, is frequently preferred to the command even of 
thofe paltry ftiips which venture into the open fea. Of 
a maritime force hardly any naticn in the Eaft has 
formed any idea. There are, indeed, fome proahs 
and private fhips fitted out for piracy, who fight, 
and maffacre the unanl(Bll trews of merchantmen 
with all the inveteracy andf dmelty of faVages. Thefe 
enterprifes, fuch as they are, conftitute nearly th©^ 
whole of Oriental attainments in naval war* 

The internal navigation is conducted by the na^ 
tives to a greater extent, and with a greater degree 
bf fuccefs. The different flreams of the Ganged 
interfefl: the country in a manner fo obvioufly con- 
venient for tranfporting commodities, that it is pro- 
bable that the Hindoos have carried on this naviga-* 
tion from the earliefl period of their civilization. I 
will therefore give a fhort fketch of this noble river' 
as an inftrument of internal commerce* 

The fource of the Ganges long remained m as 

much uncertainty as that of the Nile. It was left t6 

Voi^. L D th0 

* Vide Afiatic Refearches- 
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the prefent age to make the difcovery ; when the 
Chinefe emperor Cainhi fcnt perlbns to explore it, 
though at tlie diftance of 2,500 miles from his ca- 
pital. ' It iflues from the oppofite ridge of the fame 
mountains with the Barrampooter, and direfts its 
courfe, in a contrary prbgrefs, till the diftance of 
] 200 miles intervenes between rivers that are again 
to approach and water the fame plain. 

So completely are the various branches of thefe 
rivers difliifed pver the. flat cgimtry, that there is 
hardly any part of the large province of Bengal 
above twenty-five miles 4||ant from a navigable 
river. The wood, fait, and provifions of many mil- 
lions of people are conveyed along thefe channels 
by 30,000 boatmen, the moft laborious and hardy 
race in India. All thefe are independent of the 
tranfport of the mercantile commodities to be (hip- 
ped for Europe, which may amount to two millions- 
annually. 

The Barrampooter, though larger than the Gan- 
ges, affords lefs afliftance to commerce; for it tra- 
vels eaft through rugged defiles and vallies, feldoni 
approaching the habitations of man. In a military 
view, the Ganges is equally commodious as in that 
in which we have confidered" it. A communication 
is afforded by it between the different ftations for 
the conveyance of troops and warUke ftores. Thus 
it fuperfedes the neceflity of forming magazines, and 
is more commodious than the military roads of the 

Ro. 
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Romans, or the carrying places of North America, 
•which not only obftrufl: the progrefs of an army, but 
enable the enemy to determine the place and mode 
of attack. Major Rennel, from whom thefe rarti- 
culars are feleded, aflerts, that the Ganges, though 
inferior in the length of its courfe, difcharges a 
greater quantity of water into the ocean than any 
river in the world, from the influx of the immenfe 
tributary ftreams which it receives, and from its po- 
fition within the reach of tljp^eriodical rains. Yet 
the trade carried on in this mighty dream, though 
it paflTes through the jfineft country perhaps in the 
world, appears but trifling when compared to that 
of China. The Embafly found 100,000 mariners on 
a lingle branch of the river Peiho only*, w ereas 
30,000 are ftated as the whole amount of Dandies 
who ply upon the Ganges, according to Major Ren- 
nel. According to the Ayeen, the contribution to 
government mufl:, have exceeded this number, fince 
he . declares that four thoufand boats were furniflied 
by Bengal alone, and ten dandies to each boat is no 
extravagant allowance. 



* Sir (George Staunton's Embafly. 



D 2 ^'^'^rC^. 



SECT. vr. 



THE BIFFERENT RACFS OF INHABITANTS SETTLED W 
CALCUTTA. 



•,. 



Cakma^ March 1797. 

The group of inhabitants that meets your eye la 
pafling along the ftrcets of Calcutta, is a multifa- 
rious mixture of adventurers of every complexion^, 
and from almoft every nation in the world. Even 
the mercantile part of the community confifts of in« 
dividuals from almoft all: the countries of Europe 
and Afia. 

The Armenians are the moft refpeftable, and per- 
haps the moft numerous body of foreign merchants 
in this capital. They carry on an extenfive trade 
from China, and moft of the fea-ports to the eaft- 
ward, and to the weft, as far as the Perfian Gulph. 
Their information from all thefe different quarters, 
is deemed the moft accurate and minute of aliy body 
©f men in their profeflion- They are attentive, re- 
gular. 
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gtilat, and diligent in bufinefs; and never think of de- 
parting from their line of life, and indulging in dif^ 
fipation, even after a competency has been acquired. 
Their houles are, therefore, of old (landing, and 
many of them are poffeflfed of large capitals. As 
itibjefts, they are perhaps the mod peaceable and 
loyai to be found in any country : as members o 
fociety, they are polite and inoffenfive. 

When the convalefcence of his Majefty, after a 
fevere indifpofition, was publicly notified in Calcutta*, 
a general expreflion of joy was made by all the inha- 
bitants. But the moft confpicuous and brilliant illu- 
minations were difplayed by an Armenian merchant : 
becaufe accompanied by an ad of charity. 

• 

His loyalty did not efcape the notice of Lord Coin- 
wallis, who on interrogating him what particular 
intereft he felt in the life of his Britannic Majefty, 
received this reply : ** I have, my Lord, lived under 
his government for near thirty years ; it has never 
injured me ; but on the contrary always afforded its 
protefliion : and this, with induftry on my part, has 
enabled me to accumulate a very plentiful fortune." 
This fpeech is not, perhaps, the moft eloquent ; but, 
I eonf^fs, that to me it has conveyed a more advan- 
tageous idea of his underftanding, than if he bad 
compofed volumes of our political fophiftry* 

Whln thefe circumftances were reported to his 
JMajefty by the Govt:rxior.GeneraI, the Armenian 

J) 3 ^"^^ 
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was prefented with the miniature of his Sovereign, 
which he continued to wear till his death; and his 
** fon now wears it in honour of his family. 

Some of the more refpeftable Armenians are com- 
monly invited to the public balls and entertainments 
given in Calcutta : where they^ invariably behave 
with all that decorum and corrednefs which a know- 
hkhe of mankind generally produces. A few priefts 
of their perfuaiion are maintained by them, not only 
in affluence, but in fome degree of fplendor. In 
. their fondnefs for ftiow and elegance, the Armenians 
approach nearer the Englifli than any merchants 
here : they are, however, more guarded in their ex- 
pence ; for they ^e feldom feen difplaying their 



« 



equipage till they- a^ fully able to defray its charge. 

.,, The Mogul merchants are the next body of 

■^^' ftrangers, if they ftill merit that title after fo long 
a refidence in this country. ' They have thirteen dif- 
ferent mercantile houfes of confiderable note, be- 
■■ fides many other counting houfes of inferior import- 

ance. Some individuals among the Moguls are very 
wealthy, and arc only inferior in riches to fomc of the 
native Rajahs, Banians, and Shroffs : fome of th^t^ 
are more opulent than the firft noblemen in England, 
A million fterling, or evqn half of that fiim*, which 

feveral 



♦ Among others arc Dadee Naffir Wangee, Ramdofs, and 
Rajah Nopkiflcn. Mr John Briftow, a civil fervant of the Com- 
pany, 
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feveral are faid to poflefs, yields a revenue of three 
times the annual amount of any capital in Britain, 
from the exorbitant rate of intereft at which thefe 
people lend their money. 

A Hindoo, of whatever fortune, ftill retains his 
narrow ideas, and parfimonious habits. His pious 
contributions, and the expences of his Zei^ana, are 
the greateft drains upon his income ; in his drefs and 
table there is little devoted either to the purpofes of 
elegance or magnificence. The notches, marriages, 
and religious feftivals, feem to be exceptions from this 
remark ; but thefe ceremonies are under the direc- 
tion of the Brahmins ; and according to the ideas 
which thefe fpiritual guides have formed of his 
wealth, muft the otter, rofe water, and other per- 
fumes, and fweetmeats be, ferved in veffels of gold, 
under a large canopy illuminated with beautiful 
luftres, to many hundreds of guefts of all ranks and 
denominations. The Hindoo, on. fuch occafions, is 
gratified with the appearance of a large company ; 
and deems himfelf particularly honoured by the at- 
tendance of Europeans. ' 

Though the Notches are intended to do honour 
to fomd deity, who prefides over the feftival ; yet 
they feem of all inftitutions the leaft calculated to 

D 4 excite 

yany, has beeu fuppofed the rlcheft fubjedl in his Majefty's do- 
slioions.' 
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excite relivrious ideas. Part of the ceremony confifts 
in liftening to the mufic of the finging girls, who 
di'awl out their monotonous ditties w:th a noncha/- 
lance and dulnefs, which can only be equalled by 
the fluggilh dance, and inanimate gellures with which 
they are accompanied. Of all entertainments, an 
' Hindolianee Notch ib probably ihe moll infipid : they 
arc llnnc^,tinies accoii^panied with pantominiical per- 
formancxs of no delicate nature. Yet as fuch invi- 
tations are given from politenefs, it is proper that 
they fliould be accepted, with at leaft an appearance 
of latistadion. 

The number of Greek merchants in Calcutta is 
not confiderable. They however maintain one clergy- 
man, who performs religious w^orfliip according to 
the rites of that church. He is a very agreeable 
and well informed man, a native of one of the iflands 
in the Levant. 

PoRTUGUEZE houfes of agency are, in point of 
number, next to thofe of the EngUlh. A very con- 
fiderable number of the defcendants of the Portuguefe, 
by native v/omen,» refide in Calcutta. No people in 
Europe feem to have aflimilated fo clofely to the 
jnanners of the country. In refpeftability of^charac- 
ter, fome of the lower ranks are little fuperior to the 
natives themfelves ; they feem to have retained with 
more fteadinefs the vices than the virtues of either 
line of their anceftors. By many they are deemed the 
'moft defpicable clafs in India j with every vice of the 

natives 
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fnthres they pd&fe few of their virtues. With a cx)m^ . 
plexion darker than thait of the Hindoos, with ha- 
bits io fimilar, and with full poileffion of the lan- 
guage, it is ftrange that none even of thefe have beea 
"able to make a convert from the Heathen to the Ro- 
man Catholic faith. Nothing can more clearly de- 
monftrate the compleat dominion which the Brah- 
min fuperftition pofl'efles over the minds of the com- 
mon people: for there is no denomination of Chrif- 
tians more devoted to the work of converfion than 
the church of Rome^ 

The Britifli merchants in Calcutta are a numerous 
and refpeftablc order of men. In this place feveral 
of them have acquired large fortunes, in tha |cqui- 
fidon of which they have difplayed thofc mercantile 
talents, and that entei^rifing fpirit which diftin- 
guiihes their charafter in every part of the world, 
hi Calcutta the peculiar habits of their profeffion have 
in no degree encroached on the liberality of their 
minds, or the elegance of their equipage and tables. 
They here difplay an expence and fplendor in their 
manner of living feldom afpired after by the fame 
order of men in any part cf the world : and what is 
greatly to their honour, their ads of charity and 
munificence to indigent perfons have, perhaps, never 
been equalled by any fimilar number of men of any 
rank whatever. 

Few of thefe gentlemen are engaged in the fcr- 
^ice, a' circumftance here of more confijquence than 



/ 58 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

may be apprehended. The fervice of the Company 
^, . has certain ideas of rank and confequence attached 
"to4t, whicl^often produces ludicrous efFeds upon the 
intercourfe of fociety. All perfons in civil and mili- 
tary appointments affed a degree of fuperiority over 
fuch as are not in the fervice, which is frequently ill 
fupported,, either by their talents, birth, or cha^ 
rafter. 

.1. At the public entertainments, rank was formerly 

a matter of much greater concern at Calcutta than 
at St. James's. Herp all are grafping at rank and 
fuperiority, with an eagernefs proportioned to the 
, confcious want of it, and to the obfcurity of their 
-■) fornujj; condition. This has brought to the fubjeft 

fo great an intereft, and fo much perplexity, that 
'■ :' even the ingenuity of the ladies, who are commoply 
. V jmoft deeply verlant in .this fcience, is often unable to 
if unravel it. To hand a lady to table, or to her car- 
riage, is an affair which requires deep cogitation : if 
* it be afpired to by a gentleman whofe rank is une- 

' ' qual to the office, inftead of paying a compliment, he 
ir is guilty of rudenefs, and commits an unpardonable 
t -^ offence. When the ladies take the floor to dance, 
^ the moft perfeft acquaintance with all that has ever ^ 

f been written upon heraldry, would not eQable you 

:.■ ' to make a fatisfaftory arrangement either of the. la- 
dies themfelves or of their partners. Hardly a meet- 
^^ ^ ing, formerly, concluded without laying the founda- 

i;;.: tion of turmojls and grievances, more lafting suid 
[. " ^ more 
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more important than the magnitude of their caufe, 
in your eyes, will juftify. 

Where all are nearly equal in obfcurity, and e- 
qually deftitute of claim to rank, the arrogance and 
vanity of individuals has no defined limits to its ex- 
aftions. Where all purfue the fame objeft by the 
fame path, there muft be frequent joftlings and col- 
lilions of intereft or opinion. 

« 

Happily the good fenfe of the prefent generation 
is gradually eradicating thofe feeds of difcord; which 
could never have been fown but by perfons of little 
underftanding, and limited acquaintance with the 
world. 
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;*F TH£ BANMUKa^ AMD ^ATIV^ iNHABITAMTg. 



Calcutta^ March 1799, 

!£ Among the various claffes of the mercantile part of 

the community, formerly noticed, no mention is 
made of the Jews, Few of that nation ever fettle in 
India; and Calcutta is perhaps the only opulent 
town that is free of them. 



The charafter of the native merchants is fo com^ 
jpletely Jewifh, that were the moft expert of the If- 
raelites to deal with them, it is more than probable 
'that he would be defeated at his own weapons. 



The native Bannians, Sarkars, and writers, carry 

J . -on the greateft part of the retail trade of Calcutta. 

R They go around hawking commodities, from mom- 

^^, ing to night j or fearching after cheap purchafes. 

l^otniog can exceed their eagemefs for money ; and 

,,. - ■ :: ^ 9: if 
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if you are not in fome meafure a judge of the article 
you are to purchafe, you will infallibly be over- 
reached. Indeed, that low cunning, ftratagem, and 
deceit, which charafterize the money tranfadions of 
perfons of narrow intellefts, applies almoft without 
exception to this clafs of the Hindoos* For once 
that a European over-reaches them, he is cheated, a 
thouland times. Whether you employ a Confumah. 
or Sarkar, to tranfad bufmefs, you muft lay your 
account with impofition ; for although he may boaff: 
of belonging ^to the higheft caft of his country, half 
a rupee will unfortunately often prove greater than 
the. price of his honefty. To over-reach in a bargain 
infers no difcredit among thefe men: fuch as are 
noted for it obtain the appellation of pucka adme^ 
men of ftrong parts. 

It muft, however, be acknowledged, that what- 
ever money or goods you intruft to the care of a 
native fervant, will in general be faithfully account- 
ed for. It is in making a bargain with you, or 
purchafmg goods, in your afcfence, on your own ac- 
count, that you are fo frequently betrayed. The 
ideas I had formed of the innocence and fimplicity 
of the natives, and of the frauds, peculations, and 
oppreffions which they fufF^-ed from the Britifh, I 
have often had occaiion to correft; as they bore but 
little refemblance to matter of fad. 

With all their propenfity to cheat, the native 
&op-keepers generally fell their goodie owVo^^x \srs!^ 
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than you meet with in the European ware-rooms* 
They are commonly neither of the firft fafhion, nor 
quality ; and they are purchafed at Vendue, where 
they are often procured on very moderate terms. 

Their houfe rent is another caufe of their under, 
felling Europeans. The (hops of the natives, though 
better than their houfes, are mean and difagreeable ; 
and from their fituation in the common bazars, are 
infinitely cheaper than the larger and fplendid rooms 
in which the Britifli merchants expofe their wares. 

House rent, and fervants wages, are the moft ex- 
penfive parts of the charges of houfe-keeping in Cal- ' 
cutta. The common articles of provifion are much 
cheaper than in Europe ; but houfe rent, till lately, 
has lieen a very exorbitant charge. Only a few 
years ago, a houfe fufficient to accommodate a gen- 
teel family, could not be procured under fix or eight 
hundred pounds a year; many were let at a larger 
fum. The extent and number of buildings occupied 
by many of the merchants in Calcutta mufl prove a 
confiderable item in their expence. 

The number of fervants neceflary in a private fa- 
mily exceeds all moderation, and I am afraid the be- 
lief of an Englifhman, who has not vifited this coun- 
try. For fome timer after my arrival, I lived in a pri- 
vate family, where the fervants of all defcriptions 
amounted to an hundred and five. What is more re- 
markable, they were to a man. all neceflary. This 
S furely 
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furely is no fmall inconvenience to Europeans ; but 
it is an evil for which there is no remedy as long as 
the fuperftition of the natives fliall deter them from 
performing fervice beyond one fpecific kind of work. 
The wages vary according to the different (lotions 
they occupy ; from four rupees per month, to twen- 
ty. The average paid to each man of the family, 
juft mentioned, cannot be lefs than fix rupees, which 
amounts to near feven hUadred a year. 

This added to the-houfe rent, and the incidental 
charges of a family, will raife its expenditure to 
three, four, and five thoufand pounds a year, accord- 
ing to its number. Nor is this expence to be afcribed 
to the extravagant ideas imbibed in this country, or 
to the gratification of vanity, a plant of rank growth 
in Bengal ; but is abfolutely incurred by many fober 
families, who have remained untainted by any of 
the burdenfome and coftly fqllies of fafhionable Ufe. 

Where thefe are followed, they conftitute, in this 
warm climate, the mofl: laborious of allpurfuits; and 
cannot be indulged without an expence, double, per* 
haps treble the amount above ftated. 

The extravagant rate of houfe rent fuggefted a 
fpeculation which has, perhaps, as far as poffible re- 
duced that charge. Purchafing ground, and houfe- 
building became for a while a favourite fcheme of 
proprietors in Calcutta; but while the number of 
Europeans remains comparatively few, this f^c\i.W 



1 
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tion may be eafily carried too far. The number of 
houfes is at prefent fiilly adequate to the accommo 
dation of the people ; yet building goes forward 
with a rapidity which muft foon prove its own 
check. 

Bricks, mortar, and wood, are by no means 
fcarce iH Bengal ; yet the niorey funk in building a 
houfe, is always great in pfropoftion to its fize and 
accommodatioTi. Tb.e number of natives employed,- 
and the flownefs of th-jir operaticMis, is neceffarily at- 
tended with this confeqiieiice. Befides, houfes in- 
India are ^always a perifhable commodity, and in con^ 
ftant need of repairs. This may partly be owing t» 
the heavy i*ainy, and ftorms of wind; but it is chiefly 
to be afcribed to the deflruftive intrufions" of the 
white ants *. Thefe anitnals make their way in great 
numbers into every place where there is moifturey 
and form habitations in the heart of the hardeft 
beams and planks. So deftructive are they in their ' 
operations, that every beam in a houfe may be com- 
pletely deftroyed, while outwardly it may appear per- 
feftly found. 

From thefe cireumftances, and the great intereft 
of money, the rent of a houfe muft in Bengal bear 
double the proportion to the capital funk in .buildings 
it, that is requifite in Europe, to render houfe-build- 

ing 

• Terme^/ata/e of Liniweus* 
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ifig a profitable fpeculatibn; Hence rent in Calcutta 
ftill continues highj ahd>*ill probably remain fo. 

One comfortable circuniftaiice in the ftrufture o 
the hoiifes of Europeans, is their exemption from the 
accident of fire. Only a fmall portion of wood en- 
ters into the materials; for the partition walls, as 
well as the flat roofs arc chiefly conftrufted of brick 
and mortar. This laft'article, under the denomina^ 
tion of Chananii the natives have brought to great 
perfeftion^ 

AMiDst that fecurity from' fire, enjoyed by Euro- 
pean feHiilieSj the native inhabitants are fubjed to 
dreadful alarms and danger from that element. The 
great bulk of their huts are conftrufted of a kind of 
baflvet work, made of fplit bamboos or reeds. This 
flendei* and combuilible fabric, the Hindoo neatly 
Covers in with a light thatched roof; and in this 
humble tenement, he, his wife, and numerous child-* 
ren refide, with a degree of cleanlinefs and comfort, 
which would gratify youf humanity, as completely 
as it mocks the toils of the ambitious* 

These manfions of contetitment are regularly 
threatened^ 6t defl:royed by fire every dry feafon. 
On travelling through the ^town you may fometimes 
fee whole ftreets fmoking in aflies, and thoufands of 
inhabitants bufy in carrying off their little moveable 
property. You are not^ however, to fuppofe that 
this fcene proves equally calamitous as fimilar ones 

Vol. L E vcl 
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in Europe. Here property is fmall, and in genend 
eafily fecured : the habitations are flender, and there^ 
fore eafily rebuilt. For one or two rupees the Hin- 
doo is reinftated in a dwelling with equal comfort 
after, as before an accident, which generally reduces 
an JEuropean family to beggary during the reft of 
their days. The inconvenience of fleeping in the 
open air for a few nights, from choice or neceffity, 
has to the Hindoo become fo familiar, that it finds 
no place in the lift of his misfortunes. Thus does 
the ftream of human happinefs diffufe itfelf in a more 
equable tenor than we often imagine : and the poet's 
obfervation is as compleately verified in its figurative 
and moral, as it is in its natural application ; 

Ce//ae graviori cafu^ 
Deciduni turres. 

The great are expofed to many real, and more 
imaginary evils ; the wealthy ofter a broad mark to 
adverfity ; while many of the rudeft ftrokes of for- 
tune either reach not the humble dwellings of the 
poor, or make on them but a flight and temporary 
imprefSon. 

In proof of what is here afTerted, I have obferved 
in the provinces of Oude, feveral hundred cottages 
demolifhed by the fwelling of the Ganges and Jum- 
na, and, though on the fpot, never heard a com- 
plaint ; nor indeed beheld a fcene of real mifery,. 
In the beginning of Septeniber 1798, the ^Ganges 

brok^ 
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htoke over its bank, and deftrbyed feveral hundreds 
bf mudihoufesi This unavoidably happens as often 
as even ftagnated water reaches the walls, as from 
the nature of this fubftance they crumble do>vn^ 
and the roof falls in. The inhabitants remain fo long 
as with fafety they dare, and when that cannot 
longer be done, they refort to the neareft height and 
conftruft a temporary flled of the old roof and 
materials of theit* former dwelling. 

I have feen them fitting fmbkihg their hdokers^ 
in a houfe three feet covered with water ; the fire^ 
Wood of the family was piled up on the floor, and 
iipon the top of it the members fat without any vi-» 
fible fuffering or concern. The' River is a munifi- 
cent god } they repofe in its mercy ;— poflibly their 
faith and piety would be gratified by being carrieol 
down in its ftream* 



JEe 
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E^JTABLISHMENTS FOR EDUCATION IN CALCtJTTAr 



Calcutta^ Jan. 179Tr 



The maintenance and education of the children be-^ 
fonging to Europeans in India, have on account df 
their increafing number, become objefts of great im- 
portance. Nearly half a century has already elapfed 
(ince the power of the Britifh arms has been efta- 
blifhed in Bengal ; and the influx of European inha-' 
bitants has ever fince kept pace with the increafe of 
power, and the profpefl; of acquiring wealth. In 
the fervice of the Company, and in the profecution? 
of private adventures, opportunity has been offered 
to many of accumulating fortunes j but the country 
has been the grave of many more^ 

Europeans -in India, wfiether they live to become* 
rich, or die poor, from their own diffolute habits^ 
and the unhappy frailty of the Mahommedan women^ 

gene^ 
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j;cnerally leave a numerous progeny behind them. 
in every cafe where the parent is poor, the main- 
tenance of his children becomes, whether he live 
or die, a public charge upon the community, 

DiD/ not the exercife of their benevolence in fome 
meafure cover a multitude of faults, the Europeans 
of India muft have long fince been condemned to 
behold fcenes of the utmoft diftrefs in the fituation 
of orphans, and the children of the poor ; precluded 
from any rank and employnient in European fociety, 
and abandoned by the natives, they feemed tg^^Bt^ the 
moft deftitute of all beings^ 

In this light, they were viewed by feveral perfons, 
who have done honour to themfelves and their coun» 
try, by eftabliflung fchools for the maintenance and 
education of the orphan children of the military fer-p 
vants of the Company, Two inftitudons have been 
formed for this purpofe ; one for the children of of- 
ficers, and the other for thofe of private foldiers. 
Each is provided with teachers of both fexes ; quali- 
fied to inftru^ the children in fuch branches of 
knowledge and induftry, as feem fitted for their rank 
and profpedls in fociety. The fund for the fupport 
of thefe inftitutions, is fupplied by a fixed contribu- 
tion raifed from the military, and by the donations 
af fuch perfons as wifh to forward the aims of bene- 
yolence, 
• 

E 3 Ttt^ 
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TrtE children of fuch as have died, or of fuch only 
as are evidently poor, are admitted gratuitoufly intq 
this fehool; but any officer may, for a reafonable 
fum, have his children educated there : and it ia the 
moft eligible place in India ; for during ?i period of 
twenty years^ the management and fuperintendanqe of 
this feininary of education have been as faithful and 
as diligent as its inftitution was benevolent. About 
fix or feven hundred children are maintained and 
educated by this ufeful charity. The only thing 
wanting to complete its purpofe feems to be fuitable 
emplojiment for the youth of both fexes, after they 
have finifhed their education. There has not hi*, 
therto been in Indict any middle clafs of fociety, be^i • 
tween the Europeans and natives, jmd of confe^ 
quenpe few employments open for them to occupy. 

This want of employment fqr country-born chilr 
dren has already been feverely felt ; and is every day 
becoming more urgent from th^ increafe of their 
number. Beftdes the two inftitutions already men^ 
tidned, there are feven or eight others for the educa- 
tion of boys J and nearly an equal number for girls^ 
If,f in the orphan fchools, all the intereft of the heads 
of the army and pf t^e managers, is unable to pro? 
cure employment for the youth educated there, the 
difficulty is much greater in private feminaries, where 
this can only devolve upon individuals. For the fet- 
tlement of their pupils in ufeful profeffions, neither 
parent? nor matters have yet been able to ^evife any 
id^quate means, 

Ac- 
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Accordingly almoft all the fchools in Calcutta 
for either fex, are continuing to increafe in the num- 
ber of pupils, and in the difficulty of providing for 
them. This difficulty is increafed by the manner in 
which female education is conduded in Calcutta. 
From a partiality as unaccountable as it is ill found- 
ed, the girls are fplendidly educated in boarding 
fchools, where they are taught to dance with eafe, 
and to drefs with fome degree of elegtoce, but much 
more affedation. Thefe accomplifliments, fuperficial 
as they are, contain nearly the whole amount of their 
attainments at the boarding-fchool. 

On their public nights, when they dance and fee 
company, none of the boys of their own rank, by 
birth and fortune, are admitted. Thefe are the only 
perfons, with whom pature feems to have intended 
they (hould unite, and live happily ; but the preju- 
dices of Calcutta counteraQ: her purpofe, and ex- 
clude them from their fociety as beings of an infe- 
rior clafs. Young officers in the army, or civil fer^ 
vants of the Company, are alone deemed fit com- 
panions; and from the contemptible ideas they in 
general entertain of tRe whole race of country-bom 
women, they are the moft dangerous companions 
witli whom they can affi3ciate, 

Bu*r female vanity bids defiance to all thefe confi- 
derations ; and many young men of rank, and high 
expeftations, have been unable to refift its artifices, 
aided by the ftratagcms of the miilrefs of the fchooL 

E 4j '^^x- 
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Marriages of this kind have not been unfrequent ; 
but they are always unhappy, Witli regard to the 
parties themfelyes, they are either excluded froin fo- 
ciety, or admitted with fuch caution and ceremojiiouai 
referve, as muft continually put thqm in mind of 
their degradation. The confequence of fuch matches 
to connexions in Europe are equally diftreffii>g. 
Parents, in particular, imagine their children loft or 
thrown ?iway by fuch marriages : they have brought 
piany ^ grey head with forroyr to th^ grave. 

Few females of colour, in proportion to their, 
number, can be difpofed of in this manner. To edu- 
cate them, therefore, exprefsly with fuch views, en- 
tirely precludes every hope of uj^iting them wit^ 
their equals, or their own clafs. It never fails to 
produce a train of ideas and expedations in the fe- 
male breaft, of which the duappointment, is mifery 5 
and their completion, ruin. 

No perfon of refleftion can enter the numerous 
boarding.fchools in Calcutta, witho\it feeling the 
moft melancholy forebodings regarding the fate of 
fo many young perfons.. To behold fo many of the 
rifmg generation iminured within their walls witlx 
hardly any probabflity of making a fafe or honour- 
able retreat, is certainly diftrefling : bccaufe it com- 
pels your imagination to anticipate the fad alterna- 
tive tefore mariy of them, that of living in a ftate of 
want and difappointment, or of fubfifting by mean§ 
fatal to happinefs and reputation. 
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B^^iDEs thefe foundations, there are fome others 
pf inferior note, equally laudable, eftabliflied .and 
maintained by the munificence of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta, A free-fchool which educates near two 
hundred children, under the management of the 
veftry, is, in part, fupported by voluntary contribuir 
tions Qnly. Two lacks of rupees werp originally de- 
voted tQ the education of the childreA of the poor. 
The intereft of that fum .<:ontiniie8 (till to be ^pplie4 
for that purpofe : another fchool, however, nearly 
equally numerous has been added to this, upon a 
fund raifed merely^by cafual benefaftions^ An ora? 
torio has of late been performed annually to aid its 
funds, which prgmifps a confiderable fupply of re^ 
\'enue. 

To thefe inftitutions, fo creditable to the humanity 
and benevolence of the inhabitants of Calcutta, the 
native hofp^tal muft be added. This inftitution is 
alfo fuppprted by voluntary contribution ; and was 
contrived for the relief of fuph natives, as from accir 
dents or difeafe, ipight ^ant medical aid* Thoufands, 
in fo populous a place., muft be in want of affiftance, 
while they are too indigent to obtain it on any other 
footing than the;, charity of Europeans. And it is 
highly to the honour pf pur countrymen, that they 
have devifed and fupported a fcheme of relief fiDr 
difeafe and indigence;, which, as far as I can learn, 
has never been fuggefted by the humanity of their 
xiatiye monarchs. There were hofpitals foy dogs, 

cats^ 
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cats, lions, and feveral other animals, but none for 
. men. 

The medical gentlemen in Calcutta are frequent- 
ly applied to in private by the natives, for advice in 
Aeir ailments, and if really in pain, the difbates of 
nature prevail againft the bigotry of fuperftition ; for 
they generally take their medicines, in fpite of the 
jM-ohibition of their religion. 

Th5 confidence which the natives, in every trying 
occ^on^ put in the fuperior (kill of Europeans,, 
simounts almoft of itfelf to a confutation of thofc 
peribns, who, without any means of knowledge, are 
conftantly holding up their attainments as fuperior 
to every thing known in Eui'ope. 

A very expenfive eftablifhment for the education 
. of the junior fervants of the Company, has lately 
been inftituted ; but as it is for buftnefs^ and not edu-^ 
cation, that thefe gentlemen are fent to India, it is dif* 
ficult to forefee any benefit that will ever refult from 
this meafure. Inftruftion in the native diakfts is in 
general all that is neceffary to qualify them for the 
exercife of their duty, and this they have hitherto 
received from Moonfliees at the fpare hours th^t are 
not employed in their different vocations. The prac- 
tice of their- profeffional duty of itfelf greatly affifted 
them in acquiring the language of the natives j 
while it prevented the lofa of feveral yeanj, and a 

great 
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great expence, which is incurred at this diffolute fe-» \ . 
ininary, ^ / 

^ India has not hitherto imprpved the afliduity of ^/^^ 
. Europeans in the purfuit of literature : and therfe . "T' 
jare at prefent in that country but few m^n adequately ,.,^ 
qualified to fill a profeffional chair. Young meaj, y'' 
therefore, from Europe muft deem their time lU [*' '^^/t'i 
fpent if compelled to hear leftures from profeflb^ ; , 
but indifferently qualified to be teachers of a parilh / 
fchooL 

The conqueft of the Myfore was fome how con, 
nefted with this inftitution, an event which it was 
deftined to dommemorate : yet brilliant as the execu- 
tion of that enterpriz'e certainly was, it was concerted 
without any regard to time, or fupplies of provifions, 
a circumftance which had nearly fruftrated the bra- 
yery of pur army*, ' 



* Sinc^ writing tjie above, the Court of Direftors have partly 
fiboliflicd this College ; the moft expenfive credion which vanity 
pr folly ha4 ever made upon their treafuiy* 



SCL^T 



SECT. IX. 



TTO EFFECTS op A HOT CLIMATE ON EUROPEAlMk 



Calcutta,. Dec. 1796, 

•The climate of almoft every intrartropical region is 
unfavourable to European conflitutions. Thofe flat 
countries where moifture is combined with heat, are 
unexceptionably more injurious to health than fuch 
as are dry. Hence the climate ,of Batavia has long 
provecj one of the moft fatally pernicious ever vifited 
by Europeans. 

Calcutta was at firft deemed hardly lefs dc^ 
ftruftive than Batavia. Its fituatioii furrounded by 
a flat and marfliy country, was productive of the 
fame efiefts. The vicinity has fmce been cleared 
confiderably of trees and jungle ; and fome of the 
more offenfive marflies have been drained ; much, 
however, fl:ill mufl: be done, before it can merit th,c 
charafter of a l^ealthy town. 
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Europeans are now however, much better ac- 
quainted with the means of counterafting the effefbs 
of a bad climate than formerly. Regularity of liv- 
ing, and temperance, are much more prevalent a- 
mong the prefent inhabitants, than the firfl adven- 
turer's. It was not uncommon for hi& acquaintances?, 
when a friend had laid in a frefli (lock of wines, to 
meet in his houfe at dinner, in order to give thefar 
judgment of its quality ; and on thefe occafions, per- 
haps, the whole cheft of claret was confumed at one 
federunt. The confequences were often fo fatal, that 
the next meeting of this focial crew was not imfre- 
quently to witnefs the funeral of one of their com- 
panions. 

V- The perfe£lfon to which the medical art has ar- 
rived by longer experience, has alfo had a happy ef- 
fefl: in prefenring the lives of many Europeans. The 
difeafes of the country are now well underftood by 
almofl every praftitioner ; the praftice is fimple and 
dedUvQ. Fevers, and the whole train of bilious 
complaints, are more efficacioufly tr^ted, or at leaft 
yield more certainly to their prefcriptions than any 
fet of difeafes equally malignant do in Britam. Were 
fever asf dangerous here as in Europe, its frequency 
woufd prove fatal almoft to every inhabitant before 
refiding twelve months in the country.. 

Whatever be the exciting caufe of bile; whe- 
ther accelerated circulation from the heat of the cli- 
mate,.or relaication from the fame caufe, its excefs is 
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in general the origo malt. It produces fever, dykh- 
tery, with a long train of nervous and paralytic difori 
ders ; every ftage of which has a peculiar and appro- 
priate treatment, which is foon acquired, and pretty 
uniformly followed by every praftitiolier : and there 
is perhaps no part of the world where the profcfSoii 
can boall of an equal number of cures ; or at .leaft 
of relief fo uniformly following itS prefcriptions* 

After all, however, the climate of India proves > 
fevere trial to every European conftitution ; many 
fall a facrifice to its firft attacks ; many more linger 
on ia a ftate of increafmg debility, and painful dif- 
eafe, which reduces them to a ftate more refembling 
ghofts than men ; the remainder, who for years con- 
tinue to Combat its influence, finding that they ftlfo 
are at laft to be worfted in the conflict, are glad to 
retreat to Europe, there to eke out, or to hutband 
the remains of life* 

A fallow and livid complexion is fo univerfal in 
Bengal, that when you behold a face of the rofeate 
hue, you can pronounce that its owner is newly ar* 
rived, nearly with as much certainty as if you heard ' 
that part of his hiftory frqm his own mouth* Even » 
in the ordinary health of perfons not fuppofed to be 
materially injured by the climate, they are capable of t 
little exertion or fatigue : in the hot feafon of hardly ^ 
any at all. It is not uncommon to find, at that pe- 
riod the whole officers of a battalion, except one or 

4l ' tWO^ 
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*CWo, incapable of doing duty ; and this without ex- 
traordinary or alarming complaint. 

The fair (ex are almoft equally liable with the 
men to fuffer by the climate* Their regularity h 
often more uniform, and their expofure to the wear- 
ther lefs frequent, yet there is hardly a fmgle female 
complexion in Bengal that retains the bloom of 
health. Beauty in every country is a fading flower j 
here it is almoft ephemeral j for you feldom behold 
it a fmgle feafon without fuffering much depredation, 
perhaps a total decay. 

Formerly female adventurers in India were few ; 
hut highly fuccefsful. Emboldened by this fuccefs^ 
and countenanced by their example, fuch numbers 
have embarked in this fpeculation as threaten tp de- 
feat its purpose. The irregularities of our Govern- 
ment, which formerly afforded an opportunity to 
fome of rapidly accumulating wealth, and enabling 
them to marry, are now done away. Few, in com- 
parifpn, now find themfelves in circumftances that 
invite to matrimonial engagements ; hence a number 
of unfortunate females are feen wandering for years 
in a fmgle and unconnefted ftate* Some are annually 
forced to abandon the forlorn hope ; and return to 
Europe, after the lofs of beauty, too frequently their 
, only property. It is greatly to be wifhed that the 
\Cape pf Good Hope may as effeftually revive the 
fpirits of thefe ill-fated adventurers, as, from its 
name, we muft believe it did thofe of its firft difco- 



so INDIAN RECREATION^. 

Tcrerp. If in future times it realize thdr aliridlt 
variiflieJ profpecls, it muft be regarded as a valuable 
ftation ; for it will prevent a part of the fpceies from 
fuffering, on their return, a mortification the more 
"peculiarly grievous, fince it commands no man's 
pity. 

Perhaps there afe few even of thofe who find 
every rcafonable hope thstt they had formed of India 
gratified, that do not inwardly regret having abart* 
doned their native land : the candid, on fumming 
up the whole account, feem to acknowledge that, the 
tneafure has neither added to the number of real 
enjoyments, nor increaf'ed their virtue^ they find^ 
when the fcene of life draws to a clofe, and the cur^ 
tain is ready to drop, that it might probably have 
met with a lefs chequered, but equally happy termi-' 
nation, by a lefs troublefome and circuitous route. 

If this prove the cafe with fuch as meet with em- 
ployments, or lucrative appointments in this country; 
thofe unfortunate youftg men who rifk fo long i 
voyage v/ithout any fpecific views, or particular pro- 
fefiion, are in a fituarion much to be commiferated. 
Under mental uneafinefs, and the pain of difappoint- • 
ment, difeafcs in a warm climate are all aggravated, 
and more certainly fatal. Thus has many a pro^ 
mifing youth fallen a facrifice to unfubftantial hopes^ » 
and diiappointcd ambition : many a ufefiil and en- 
terprifing fubjeft has been loft to the State from the 
falfe notions entertained at home with regard to the 

4, QpU. 
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opulence of India ; and the golden dreams which 
Ignorance has indulged regarding its trade. 

The great military atchievements which have 
been performed, as well as the fortunes that have 
been made by fome individuals in this country, make 
a pov/erful impreflion on the minds of young men. 
Long before they have finiflied their education at 
fchool, their imaginations are affefted by the mania 
of going to India, and of their afting their part in 
all the brave and romantic adventures of a Coote, a 
Lawrence, or a Clive. ' The fpirit of adventure is 
kept remarkably aftive in Scotland, where all re- 
ceive fome education, and where the eyes of the 
community are fo often called to behold fuccefsful 
examples of thofe who have finiflied their career of 
Afiatic enterprife. 

Without attempting to eradicate this ufeful bias 
in the minds of our youth, it is much to be wiflied 
that it were oftener guided by men of experience ; 
for without being attached to fome department of 
the fervice, or educated to fome profeflion, there is 
hardly any rational hope of fuccefs in India. Here 
•all the inferior departments of clerks and overfeers 
are neccflarily filled by natives, and it is by thofe 
gradations that in Europe young men rife to opu- 
iencc in the commercial world. Diftant as this 
country is from the feat of Government, and ftriftly 
as all outlets to it are guarded, there are perhaps ten 
Europeans' in every department, for one that can 
Vol. I. F v^A^iivw 
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obtain profitable employment ; and of the great ob* 
jeft in migration, that of makmg a fortune, there 
are more than an hundred to one unfuccefsful in the 
purfuit* 

Of late the commercial profperity and wealth of 
Britai^ has fo much increafed, that in future the 
wealthy part of our community will not be found 
among thofe who have returned from abroad, but 
among that portion who have remained in their na- 
tive country. 



SECT. 



SECT. X. 



bl: THE RANK AND CONDITION OF THE DIFFERENT 
CLASSES. 



Calcutta, Dec. 1797. 

The ftate of fociety and of governmetit iil every 
country of Europe, threw the inhabitants into a fi- 
milar fituation with regard to rank : there the wholfe 
community confifted, during the feudal periods, of 
licentious chieftains who overawed the fovereign, 
and kept the people in a ftate of flavery. The prieft- 
hood was the only order whofe rights and rank were 
refpedled^ in thefe ages of fuperftition arid anarchy. 

* Every circumftance feems to prove that the Hin- 
doos were, in a remote period, nearly in the fame 
ftate. The different diftrifts, originally governed by 

^independent princes, were gradually brought to fub- 
mit to an emperor whofe dominions were circum- 
fcribed by. the natural boundaries of the country* 
Izi this fituation o affairs there were feveral kis\?^ ^^ 

F 2 ^^-^x. 
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great rajahs, \^'ho were tributary to the emperor; 
and other inferior rajahs who paid tribute to their 
refpeclive fiiperiors, and who, when funimoncd into 
the field, attended them with a number of men, pro- 
portioned to the extent of their pofleffions*. 

The far greater part of the lands of Hindoftan 
were held by this military tenure ; but as in Europe, 
fo here, there were others appropriated'to the church, 
and to charitable purpofes : we fmd too, in many 
parts, certain commons attached to different villages, 
which were cultivated by the joint labour of the in- 
habitants, or paftured by their cattle in common. 

The ryots, or actual cultivators of the foil, are 
flill in the fame fituation here which they were in 
among the ancient Romans, adfcripti gleba^ a fort of 
appendage to the land, and fold along with it. This 
was the cafe in England as late as the time of King 
John, when it was ftipulated by one of the provi- 
fions of the boafted Magna Charta, that on reftoring 
to a ward his eftates after his minority, they (hould 
be delivered fine vasto bcminum vel rerum f. 

* Vid. Sketches of the manners and cuiloms of the Hindoos. 

t Tliough the natives are not pofitively fold with an eftate, 
they mull, from tlic nature of their fituation, change maftcis 
alon;:^ \i\\S\ it. 
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In this country, the ryots have hardly any fecure 
leafes ; they were allowed a certain portion of the 
crop to maintain their families and their cattle, but 
feem not to have been entrufted with the feed for 
next feafon, that being furnifhed by the proprietor. 
The proportion of produce allowed the pcafant muft, 
according to the foil, have always been very differ- 
ent. The barrennefs of the lands, the difficulty of 
cultivation, and the failure or abundance of a crop, 
always affeft the portion left to the hufbandman. 

In countries ■ plentifully fupplied with water, the 
labour of the hufbandman is dimkiifhcd, while his 
crops are more abundant ; but on the coaft of Co- 
romandel, where the foil is thin and fandy, and the 
water fcarce, greater exertion is required ; and the 
recompence is much lefs confiderable. From the 
cifcumftance of there being no leafe ftri^ly adhered 
to, the condition of the peafant is nearly the fame, 
whatever be the produce of his labour : he is univer- 
fally poor. His houfe, cloatliing, and implcirrents of 
every Idnd, frequently do not amount to the value of 
a pound ftcrling. Univerfal poverty and nakednefs 
is the charafteriftic of nine tenths of all the people, 
not Britifli fubjefts, in Hindoftan ; but you muft not 
conclude that this is accompanied with the fame de- 
gree of fuft'ering and wretchednefs that would be 
felt in a fimilar ilate of indigence in Europe. Their 
wants are here few : cloathing is hardly neceifary for 
eight months of the year : drink is unknown beyond 
the fiiiiple beverage of water ; and the fimplicity of 

F 3 ^^vict 
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their food enables them to fubfift on vegetables, 
which are plenty, with a fmall portion of grain. An 
Hindoo feels himfelf comfortable on the fanie fare on 
which an Enghfhman would langullh and ftarve. 

Such are the ranks of the people, as hv as they 
feem to be influenced by government ; but the pre- 
valence of fuperflition has moulded their fociety into 
a more complex and artificial fyftem. Accordhig to 
its injunftions, the Hindoos are divided into four 
cafts ; the Brahmins, the Katry, the Bhyfe, and the 
Sodera. Befides thefc cafts, now well known in 
Europe, there are a very confiderable number which 
belong to neither, which, in the language of the 
country, are called Chandalahs, or Pariahs, and 
confift of thofe who have been outcafts from all the 
ranks, on account of their own, or forefathers de- 
linquency ; for, by the rigid difcipline of the Brah- 
mins, fins are vifited to greater extent than to the 
third or fourth generation. 

The fentence of excommunication is here more 
terrible than death : the perfon lying under it is 
deemed polluted, and if touched by another it renders 
him alfo unclean, till he has waflied, and purified his 
perfon and his garments. The perfon, therefore, is 
not only excluded from fociety, but he cannot enter 
a temple, or be prefent at any religious ceremony ; 
he is rendered incapable of any office, and the confe- 
quences of this terrible doom are fuppofed to extend 
to another life. 

Thk 
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The rank of the different cafts is not only laid 
down in the vedahs, or facred books of the Hindoos, 
but their duties are prefcribed there with fome pre- 
cifion. " The duty of the Brahmins is peace, felf- 
reftraint, patience, reditude, wifdom, and learning. 
Thofe of the Katry, or military caft, arc bravery, 
glory, not to flee from the field, redtitude, genero- 
fity, and princely conduft. The natural duty of 
the Bhyfe, is to cultivate the land, to tend the cat- 
tle, to buy and fell. The natural order of the Sor- 
dera is fervitude*.'' This facred volume proceeded 
from Brimha, one of the threef children of Brahma, 
the Supreme Being. The Saftras and Pouranahs 
are commentaries upon thefe, and like the traditions 
of the Jews and of the Romifli church, of very high 
authority^ but not equally holy, nor binding upon 
conduft. 

The Brahmins alone are permitted to read and 
explain the vedahs ; the other clafles would incur 
inexpiable guilt by infpefting them : the Katry tribe 
is alone allowed to hear them ; the Pouranahs are 
deemed fnfEciently facred to be liftened to by vulgar 
ears : even to hear the fcriptures read is deemed too 
great a privilege for the degraded race of Soderas. 

As if thefe reftriftions were infufficicnt, every pro- 
feffion and art has a diflind rank and ftation affigned 

F 4 it, 

* Vide Bhagvat Geeta. 

j- The other two arc Vifhnu and SKe.N^. ^ 
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it, from whence its prufLffors can never emerge, nor 
can they change their hereditary employment for any 
other. Hence there arc nearly an Imndrcd * fubor- 
dinatc tribes in tlic focicty of natives here, which do 
not hiterinarry nor aiTcKiale except with their own 
peers. 'I'here is in Calcutta, I am told, a r;alivet 
who is empic-yed in drawinj:^ an individual of each 
cLifs occupied in his profelii^jnal labour. 

riii: Bnil^niins who !\ivc entailed thcfe rcftric- 
:i( s (m ihe reit of focietv. arc thenifelvcs under 
j;r \t reliraint with regard to the articles of food. 
Ri e, milk, aiid ghee widi rpict."^", arc the moft con- 
fiu lable articles of their diet ; for they are prohi- 
blveu from ihedding blood, or eating any tliirig that 
lias luvd life: milk as comincf from the cow is deem- 
cd the purcil food ; and for tliis clafs of animals 
we Iiavc had frequent oppoit unity to witiieis their 
veneration. 

A finiilar rclipous prejudice for the ox obtauied 
among the Egyptians, Phcnicians, Alhenians, and 
other nations; perhaps it was originally derived 
from the EaU, which appeal's to have been the great 
mint of fuperitition to the i-cfl of the world. There 
are fome even of cur own divines, who i:ave attempt- 
ed to draw an analor^y b^lv.vrn c>ur tiicological fvf- 

tern 



^' Vide de la Croze, Iliih dii ClirliL dc^ Ii:.:.;-. 
•'• Mr Selvin?, wbofc work '.\i nearly C(-:r.pl^ud. 
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tern and thefe ancient fables; an attempt equally 
fruitlefs and foolifh. What confirmation, for ex- 
ample, or illuftration of the doftrinc of the Trinity- 
can there be. derived from there being three principal 
Hindu divinities, Brimha, Vifhnu, and Sheva? or 
bccaufe thefe deities have undergone feveral incarna- 
tions for the inftruftion and regeneration of man- 
kind, does that give any greater credibiUty to our fyf- 
tem? yet our zealots * have attempted thio, without 
fceming to be aware of the tendency of their pur- 
fuit. To prove that our Faith is fimilar to, cr de- 
rived from that of the Hindoos, is j we trull, impof- 
fible; if it were otherwife, the fyftem of both coun- 
tries would feem to reft upon the fame foundation. 

Though the Brahmins conftitute the higheft clafs 
from which the priefts are taken, yet the whole of 
that order do not officiate in facred ceremonies ; the 
priefts among the Jews were indeed of the tribe of 
Levi, but all the Levites were not priefts. The 
Brahmins, accordingly, who are not in the prieft- 
hood, may aflumc other employments, but are not 
allowed to engage as menial fervants. They become 
fecretaries to perfons of high rank, or clerks to 
bankers and merchants. Some bear arms 5 but 
even in that fitiiatioii they obferve all ihc reftrictions 
incumbent upon their order, and receive a fuperior 

de- 
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degree of refpeft from all the other cafls, but not 
equal to that conferred upon the a&ual priefts. 

Those in the immediate fcrvlcc of the altar, con- 
fine themfelves to the performance of religious cere- 
monies, to fludy, and to the education of youth. 
From the great partiality to their caft, which evident- 
ly pervades thefc laws, it is probable that they were 
drawn up by themfelves. They claim a fuperior 
rank to princes ; for though a Rajah will receive 
and tafte, with refpeft, food that has been prepared 
by a Brahmin, the latter dare not tafle any thing 
that has been touched by the former. 

The fame iniquitous diftincbion of perfons, that 
pervaded the Gothic fyftem of law, is obfervable , 
in the Hindoo code : " If a Brahmin", fays the 
law, " commit a crime deferving a capital punifh- 
ment, the magiftrate fliall fentence him to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. There is no crime fo great as 
that of murdering a Brahmin ; and therefore no 
magiftrate wall ever devife the death of one ; nor 
cut off any of his limbs. If a Sodera give much 
and frequent trouble to a Brahmin, the magiftrate 
ihuU put him to death. '* In matters of precedence, * 
and giving place on the road, all are obliged to 
yield to a Brahmin. 

Th next order to this is the Khafhtria, or 
Katry, and upon this caft the fundlions of royalty 
arc devolved. The authority and the poffellions . * 

of 
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of Rajahs are, as with princes in Europe, heredi- 
tary; defcending in the line of legitimate male-' 
primogeniture: but this extends only to the firft 
degree; for in default of a fon, the prince may 
fet afide every other relation, and adopt a fuccef- 
forj whoj from the period of adoption, obtains 
the rights and appellation of his fon*. The 
younger branches of a Rajah's family ferve in the 
army, and hold land by a feudal tenure. 

All commercial tranfaftions are committed to 
thy Bhyfe, or Bannian caft, who fometimes pof- 
fefs individually immenfe wealth. The Sodera 
tribe, which is, by far, more numerous than all 
the reft, comprifes the artifans, and labourers of 
every defcription. The great delideratum in Eu- 
ropean fociety feems to be a proper means of fe- 
curing happinefs and contentment with their lot to 
the labouring poor. This chef (T muifre of go- 
vernment feems to be fecured here by the influ- 
ence, of religion. By this the Sodera is taught 
to believe that he is placed in this his ftation by 
way of -trial; or on account of offences comirtit- 
ted in a previous ftate ; that by refignation and 
*piety he will enjoy greater happinefs in a fubfc- 
quent life, and in another world. 

* Henck 

♦ An inftance of this has juft happened to tlic Nabob Vi- 
. |uer of Oude. 
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Hence the attachment of a Hindoo to Iiis rank 
and ftation is equal to that he has for religion itfelf. 
This is frequently difplayed by the meaneft clafib 
that engage in the European fervice : a feapoy, or a 
bearer is as obflinately obfervant of the cuftoms of 
his order as a Brahmin ; while in Europe the fame 
clafs imitate their betters. 



S£CT. 



SECT. XL 



ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 



Calcuttay Dec. 1798. 

The perfecuting fpirit, and religious bigotry, which 
charafterifed the firft European adventurers in A- 
merica, have tarnifhed the luftre of all their atchieve- 
ments, and branded their conduft with a degree of 
infamy, which their acknowledged bravery and mi- 
litary talents have never been able to obliterate. Hap- 
pily for the inhabitants of Afia, that fervor of zeal, 
which devoured every thing that oppofed it, like a 
confuming fire, had either fubfided, or been temper- 
ed by knowledge, before any nation of Europe had 
obtained confiderable territorial poffeffions in this 
populous country. Had the fuperftitious Hindoos 
fallen under the military teaching of any European 
nation at that intolerant period, it is hard to con- 
jedure to what length perfecution mightf have been 
carried. The attachment of the natives to their fu- 

1 ijer. 
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IIappii.y for the honour of the Britifh name, ex- 
amples of cruelty and rapine exercifed againft the 
defencelefs natives, are far more rare than the un- 
founded clamours of the multitude at home have 
given out. Happily too, for the natives themfelves, 
they are becoming daily more uncommon ; and if 
the controul and energy of our government, (hall be- 
come equal to its integrity, they will never be re- 
peated. 

TriAT the Court of Directors of the India Com- 
pany were not aware of the neceflity of fupporting 
the interefts of religion and virtue among their fer- 
vants, in a country whofe diftance deprives them, in 
a great meafure, of controul over them, it would be 
rafli to affirm. It is, however,' certain, that neither 
the number nor choice of the clergymen they have 
appointed in Bengal, has been in proportion to the 
number of their fervants, nor the importance of the 
objeft in view ; whether you regard keeping up the 
appearance of religion among Europeans, or diffemi- 
nating its principles among the natives. 

On this eftabliihment their full complement of 
chaplains is only nine * ; their adual number feldom 

ex- 



* There arc few others at Madras and Bombay ; but al- 
together there is too fraall a numbef to keep up the reftraint» 
of decency and reh'gion in a fociety conftituted like »tliat of 
the Europeans in India. 



Indian recreations. 97 

Exceeds five or fix. Two of thefe being always 
fixed at the Prefidency, all the other European fta- 
tions, difperfed over a tract of country much more 
extenfive than Great Britain, are committed to the 
charge of the other three or four individuals. In 
confequence of this, the prefence of a clergyman is 
feldom feen, or even expefted, to folemnize the 
ufual ceremonies of marriages, baptifms, orfunerals. 
Prayers are read fometimes at the ftations where a 
chaplain happens to refide ; but I have feldom heard 
of any fermon delivered, except by his Majefty's 
chaplains, and thofe at Calcutta. Hence, it muft 
happen, that many plirfons have left England at an 
early age, and refided in India perhaps for twenty 
or thirty years, without once having heard divine 
fervice, till their return*. 

It is not, furely, to be wondered at, that religion 
and moral duties fhould be forgotten in a country 
where their utility is never inculcated, nor the ne- 
ceflity even of their appearance enforced. With ir- 
religious principles, irregular condud: is intimately 
connefted. Gaming, debauchery, and all kinds of 
extravagance in living, are generally in its train. 
•The man whofe fortune has been ruined by diffipa- 

VoL. I. G tion, 



♦ Since writing the above, this negligence has been correfted ; 
yet many from indolence, or contempt of the iaftltution of their 
country, havf wilfully ncglefted the opportunity, when offered, 
ot attending on the offices of rehgion. 
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tion, or at a gamine; table, is certainly not the moff 
likely to withttand temptation in the execution of his 
duty. On the contrary, thofc whofe profligate ha- 
bits have reduced them to diftrefs, have in general 
been the only ncrfons who have attempted to retrieve 
their affairs at the expcnce cither of the Company, 
or of the native inhabitants. 

In llic end, therefore, the economy of the Court 
of Direftors in conititutinn; their religious eftafclifli- 
ment, may appear to be foiuu'cd on falfe principles. 
The whole charge incurred for religious duties, both 
to tlie European inhabitants aqd natives of Bengal, 
docs not amount to a fum nearly equal to the 
monthly falar)' paid to fome individuals in their fer- 
vice ; v.hofe only employment is diflipation, and 
whofe importance to the country can only be efti- 
mated by the mifchief done by their example. 

The fmall emolument held out to the clerical pro- 
feflion here, affords, perhapr, another inftance in 
which prudential ccnfiderations defeat their own pur^ 
pofo. Men of decent conduct, and refpedability oft 
character, cannot be fuppofcd willing, for a trivial 
ialary, to embark for .a part of ihc world fo diftant as» 
India, where they muft bid adieu to all preferment 
at home : v/hile tlie femce in which they embark 
offers only prefent fubfiilencc, but holds out no, 
gradation of rank or emolument. For an appoint- 
ment in India fuch men rarely apply : and as oftea 
as charaders of a contrary defcription arefent here, 

they 
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they invarirbly do more harm than good. Men who 
togage in all the fafhionable diffipations of the coun- 
try, are ill calculated to fupport the dignity of reli- 
gion among their countrymen, and little likely to 
withdraw the natives from their errors. The ftandard^ 
of truth will, if committed to fuch hands, be but 
feebly upheld, or perhaps altogether difgraced ; and, 
in either cale, it will always be accompanied by few 
followers. 
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SECT XIL 



PRACriGAL INCONVENIENCE OF THE ttlNOOQ 
SUPERSTITiON. 



Calcutta J Dec. 1798. 



That the fuperftitlon of the Hindoos is, in many, 
refpeflis, calculated to promote the ends of fociety, 
will not be denied. • The rigid temperance, if not 
^bftinence, which all its votaries are bound to ob* 
ferve, certainly preferves them from many irregu- 
larities, which too frequently difturb focial b^pineis 
in Europe ; where drunkennefs and intemperance are 
believed to deftroy a greater number of inhabitants^ 
than the fword. If the health and conftitution of 
many Europeans are injured by thefe vices, we may* 
fairly pronounce that induftry and wealth are im- 
paired in a ftill higher degree. From the vices of 
intemperance, however, neither the Hindoos nor* 
Muffulmans are entirely exempted. The former by 
means of Bang^ opium, or tobacco, can, and fome* i 
tiQie«';4p, encounter all ihes dangers of intoidcatfoni^B 

1 



which. 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 101 

which we experience from the ufe of fermented U- 
quors. With regard to the latter, the prohibitions 
of their prophet make comparatively flight impref- 
fion. The diftinftion of cafts makes no part of the 
Mahomedan inftitutions: and hence thiy are not 
compelled to obferve thefe with that rigid uniformity 
which the dreadful fentence of excommunication 
fails not to enforce upon the followers of Brahma. 
Intoxication, either with fpirits, opium, or tobacco, 
is by no means uncommon among the Muflulmans 
all over Hindoftan. Among our domeftic fervants, 
and in. the Company's native regiments, the diflfer- 
ence is great and palpSble between the Hindoo and 
Moorman, in point of fobriety. Proud, diffolute, 
and vindidive, the latter is a much lefs manageable 
fervant than the former, and upon all occafion^nore 
apt to betray his truft. His diifolute habits detain 
him in poverty^ and confequently oblige him to re- 
main in the army, w^hile the Hindoo becomes inde- 
pendent, and may leave it. 

The numerous ablutions enjoyed by the Hindoo, 
are attended with advantages, perhaps, lefs doubtful 
than thofe derived from their abftinence. Almoft 
every individual bathes once or twice a day, and in 
a warm climate this muft not only brace the limbs, 
but preferve healdi by promoting cleanlinefs. 

In eftimating the advantages refulting to fociety 
from the prevailing fuperflition of. this country, the 
tWo foregoing particulars include almoft all that can 
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be advanced in its favour. To counterbalance thefc, 
upon the other hand, we have to notice afterwards 
many great obftacles which it oppofes to the im- 
pfovementg of hufbandry, and the increafe of popu- 
lation, byT>reciuding the inhabitants from the ufe of 
ijiany important articles of food. The number of 
feflivals and holidays, to be totally confecrated to the 
performance of its numerous and expcnfive rites, 
certainly tends to diffipate the minds of the indolent 
people, and to withdraw them from thofe labours 
from which they derive their fupport. Thefe (hews 
not only occupy the tradefman's time, which is his 
revenue, but they muft wafte' the fuftenance which 
he has provided for his family ; by the neceffity he 
lies. under of contributing to their expence, 
"■ • 

In the Hindoo almanack, the number of. holidays 
for the, year 1797, are no lefs than ninety-one j and 
though fome of thefe are not of great note, yet others 
iclaim their fole attention, for three or four days tO; 
gether. This muft certainly prove a heavy tax on 
the induftry of any pecpte, but more efpecially of 
the improvident Huidoos, who feldom can boafl of 
fufficient forefight to provide againft a few days ei- 
ther of ficknefs or want. 

All that has been faid againft the want of in- 
duftry in Roman Catholic countries may, with double 
force, be urged againft the Hindoos. The moft in* 
^lent nation in Europe far excels in every exertioni, 
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whether mental or corporeal, this liftlefs and "unam- 
bkious race. 

This laft trait of their charafter leads to another* 
powerful obftacle to focial and political improve-: 
ment, arifing from the fuperftition of the natives; >^ 
the divifion of the whole fociety into four great di- 
ftindk calls or tribes, and a much greater number of 
inferior claffifications, the boundaries of which are 
infurmountable, even by the pureft virtue, or- the 
mod confpicuous merit. This not only precludes a 
man from the profeffion to which nature oir inclina- 
tion may have bent his talents, but it ajfo in a great 
meafure rots him of every motive of honeft ambition 
to excel in that fphere where his birth has fixed him; , 
becaufe even then, eminence in his profeffio» €an ^ 
confer no additional rank, and but little diftinftibn. 

The principle of emulation is the grand fpring of 
all ihduftry, and confequently of improvemenfof in 
Europe, where its operation is lefs reftrained, it mo-^ 
dds and arranges the i^l^^^ ftrudure of fogiety. 
There the manners of one age differ as remarkably, 
from a fucceeding one, as if the people were not the 
fame : one period is warlike ; another commercial ; 
and a third is fplendid and luxurious, or perhaps 
learned : in Afia, as the condition of individuals re- 
mains unalterable, fo dees the fb*e of fociety. The 
defcriptions given of India in the days of Alexander, 
may be applied to with equal fidelity by the Britifh 
Ittftorian, as they were by the Grecian. The firaple 
G 4 ^^'^^ 
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drefs of the Hindoo, his rude hut, and his feeble 
inftruments of agriculture, are the fame at prefent as 
they were two thoufand years ago ; and if the feme 
caufes continue to operate, they muft remain for 
many 9ges without amendment, and without change. 

Some authors have afcribed the perfedion to 
which the arts have been carried in Bengal to this 
feparation of profeflions; and the neceifity which 
every family lies under of following the trade of its 
progenitors. It is true that this diftribution of pro- 
feflions early carried the arts to a certain progrefs 
confiderably beyond what they are found among fa- 
vage nations, and' yet is the great caufe of their re- 
maining in that half perfected ftate. No art in Hin- 
doi);ap is carried to the fame degree of perfection as 
in Europe, except fome articles in which the cheap- 
nels of labour gives them an advantage, as in the cafe 
of the fine muflins at Dacca. For a long time we 
only had in our power to make a direO: comparifon 
bet\*«fen Europeans and'Afiatics in the art ofrwar: 
and hiflory teftifies how jH^psrably deficient the latter 
have alwas proved in enterprifes of this nature. 

It is but a feyr years fmce the cotton manufaftory ' 
has been eftablifhed in Britain, and by the laft re- 
ports I have perufed on this fubjed, from a commit* 
tee of the Houfe pf Commons, it is fet forth, that 
double the quantity of cotton cloth, which the 
Company imports from India, is manufaftured at 
home. In a few ]^ears hence, it is probable that all 

the 
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the manufadured produce of India will bear hardly 
any proportion to that of Great Britain, and even 
in the yery article of which the Hindoos have had 
the exclufive poffefSon for fo niany ages, and in the 
fame fabric which they were deemed the only people 
of fufEcient ingenuity to execute. 

The manufaftures of Europe, to every man who 
is unprejudiced, will certainly appear infinitely fu- 
perior, both in the number and variety of articles, ' 
and in the neatnefs and elegance of their execution, 
to thofe even of China. This, at leaft, is certain, 
that in proportion to the number of inhabitants, 
Britain exports more of its manufactured produce 
than any other part of the world. 

It may be^concluded, therefore, that the divifion 
of labour, arifing from the feparafe cafts, does not 
perfeft manufactures, but impedes their progrefs, by 
precluding the choice of profeffions, and deftroying 
the principle of emulation. But the Hindoo fuper- 
ftition is further hoftile to the comfort of fociety 
from the number of pilgrimages and rigid penances 
which, if it does not pofitively enjoin, it certainly 
commends. At certain feftivals, vaft crowds of the 
natives, from all places of India, refort ^to Jauger- 
naut, and other Pagodas ^of extraordinary fanCtity. 
The diftance of thefe journeys, the expence of fup-. 
port, and the time confumed by them, muft prove 
extremely burdenfome. After their arrival, the at- 
tendance of fuch multitudes^ and their flruggles to 
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obtain admiflion, cod many of the aged and feeble 
their lives, by being trodden to death in the crowd : 
the fame of fuperior fanftity is all that thefe deluded 
pilgrims carry home. The interefted Brahmins, un- 
der one pious pretence or another, are fure to de- 
prive them of all the money in their poffeflion. 

Many thoufands of people are employed in carry- 
ing water from Hurdwar to Juggernaut, for the ufes 
of that temple. It is there fuppofed to be peculiarly 
hol^, as it iffues from what is called the Cow's 
Mouth. This fuperftitious notion is the caufe of as 

. much loft labour as would long fmce have^converted 
die largeft province of Afia into a garden j The 
numbers thus employed are immenfe ; they travel 
with two flalks of the water flung over the Ihoulder 
by means of an elaftic piece of Bamboa^ The fame 
quantity which employs perhaps fifteen thoufand 
perfons, might eafily be carried down the Ganges 

* in a iew boats annually. Princes and families of dif- 
tinftion have this w^ater carried to them in all parts 
of Hindoftan ; it is drank at feafts, as well as upon 
rdigious occafions. 

The fanaticifm of fome, as if fuch joumies were 
not fufEciently tedious and fatiguing, when perform- . 
ed in the ufual manner, has devifed an extraordi-^ 
nary method of enhancing their merit, by increafing 
the difficulty of performing them. Some hundred 
miles have been lately travelled by a zealous devo- 
tee, who proftrated himfelf, and meafured ev^- 
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inch pf the ground with his body, as he advanced. * 
Years muft have been confumed, by this deluded . , 
wretch, in profecuting this devout imaginaddn, 
which can only tend to make his life ufelefs, and '" 
his example dangerous to fociety. - , , 

The utmoft rigour of difcipline, that ecclefialKc 
power ventured to impofe in the darkeft ages of pa- 
pal tyranny in Europe, fall far ihort of the degrading 
and painful mortifications of the Afiatic devotee. 
Some remain for fo many years in one pofture, that 
they become incapable of ufmg their limbs: fome 
keep their fifts Ihut till the nails penetrate through . 
the back of the hands : others hold their arm^ fuf- 
pended above the head till they become Ihrivelled 
and incapable of motion. One of the annual cere- 
monies of the Hindoo fuperftition, exhibits thoufands 
all over India fwung in a rope^ by means of. a' hook , 
paffed through the mufcles of the ftick. Thus the 
devotee, exulting amidft torture, becaufe applauded 
by the multitude, paffes hours fufpended by a lofty 
pole to the height of forty feet ; and is fwung round 
with a rapidity which terrifies and aftoniflies the - 
European by a juft app.rehenfion that the mufcles 
may give way, and dafh the infatuated victim to. 
pieces. 

There is no end to the delufions of fuperftition, 
nor any bounds to the cruelties to which it can in- , 
ftigate people the moft gentle and timid, with which 
^fiikory has .made us acquainted. Some are pcr- 



T""" '.'• . f%^f^^ 



^<^ 



t08 INDIAN RECREATIONS* 

Cmded to regain thdr loft rank in fodety, by pred- 
jotating themfelves naked from a great height upon 
(pikes and edged weapons. Others pierce their ikin 
mdi a hot iron ; in fliort, cruelties too horrid for re- 
cital, and too eifctrayagant to obtain belief, are daily 
provoking your pity or indignation, amidft a people 
i^med for humanity in every part of the world. 

One part of the religious economy of this people, 
regarding their conduft towards the fick and dying, 
cannot be beheld without the moft melancholy im- 
preffions. When a fick perfon*s life is defpaired of, 
be is carried by his relations to the bank of the river, 
and there, expofed to the (lorm, or the intenfe heat 
of the fun, he is permitted, or rather forced, to rcfign 
his breath. His mouth, nofe, and ears are clofdy 
ftopped with the mud of the river ; large veflels of 
water are kept pouring upon him ; and it is amidft 
ibfi agonies of dfeafe, and the convulfive druggies 
of fufibcation, that the miferable Hindoo bids adieu 
to his relations, and to his prefent exiftence. This is 
called Gungah jatra; and when life is gone the 
corpfe is burnt, if the family can pay the expences, 
and the allies are thrown into the river. 

During the months of September and Oftober, ^ 
the moft fatal feafon of the year to the natives of 
Bengal, you cannot pafs along the river without be- • 
ing annoyed by fuch fcenes of fuperftition, cruelty, 
and hor^on If the perfon carried down to the bank 
' die, according to qxpeftation, or rather yieli to thofc - 

pre- 
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precautions taken to fecure his death, the body, to- 
gether with the cott upon which it lies, is furrounded 
with dried wood, and thus confumed by the flames. 
The aflies are then fcattered about the place, and 
bathed with water. This laft ceremony performed^ 
the attendants retire to their huts, with an indiffer- 
ence that feems to approach to ihfenfibility. 

In cafes of extreme poverty, where the property of 
the deceafed is not fufEcient to procure wood, and 
fuch cafes are common in Bengal, the body is com- 
mitted entire to the ftream immediately after death. 
Inconveniences attend this praftice, of a nature ftill 
more ferious than the impreflions of melancholy and 
difguft, which unavoidably arife, on beholding human 
carcaifes devoured by kites and vultures, as they float 
along upon the furface of the water. The banks of 
the river become putrid and noxious ; their exhala- 
tions propagate difeafe with an alarming rapidity in 
the neighbourhood of populous towns. 

For fome years paft, the city of Morefliedabad, 
and the adjoining villages of Calcapore, and Coflim- 
bazar, have been threatened with devaftation, by the 
univerfality of difeafes at the feafon ah-eady men- 
tioned. Profeflional men have imputed this in part 
to the impurity, of the river, and the putridity of its 
banks, contrafted by the depofition of fo. many hu- 
man carcafes, and impure matters as .could not be 
carried away bythe ftrength of the ftream. 
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SECT. XUI. 



^r* THE EWECTS OF THIS SYSTEM ON THE KNOWLEDGie 
AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOW-E. 



Calcutta, Jan. 1708/ 

The pernicious conlequences refulting from the Hin- 
^'^*:dao fyftem to morals, have been as yet but partly ex-' 
plained." Of the ceremonies of their religion fome 
are fhewy, many abfurd, and not a few indecent. 
Their temples, in fome places, are richly endowed, 
and maintain a numerous body of priefts * and wo- 
men confecrated to their fervice. The latter are taught 
tQ fing and d^nce at the public feftivals, in honour 
of the gods. The vtluptuons indolence m which 
they are deftined to fpend their lives, fenders them 
totally ufelefs to fociety; while the indecency of their 
geftures, and levity of manners, give room to fufpeft 
that they injure (t by their example j jmd that their 

fer- 

♦ One temple in the Decan formerly maintsuned forty 
thoufand; or more than double the number contained in- the 
whole European empire of Great-Bntaiur 
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fervices are oftener devoted to the priefts, than the 
deities to whom they are confecrated. Their tem- ^ '* '^ 
pies themfelves contain images of creative power, and 
of fecundity too grofs for defcription. Similar re- 
prefentations are alfo difplayed by their images, that 
are drawn through the ftreets, amidft the liancing^ 
noife and acclamations of the multitude. The Ruth 
Jatra, or riding of the Gods, is at once cruel and 
indecent ; their carriage, of immenfe weight and fize, 
is fupp^Wred on fixteen wheels, and drawn along by 
thoufands of fanatics, many of whom fall down be- 
low its wheels, and are inftantly, as they believe, in 
poffeflion of a blefled immortality. Though it, per- 
haps, would be wrong to fuppofe, that fuch reprefcn- 
tations convey the fame grofs and indelicate concep- 
tions to the minds of the na[tives, that they muft do 
to thofe of Europeans, there can hardly remain a 
doubt that they affeft the purity of their morals. A 
Roman would ''certainly return to mix in fociety, 
with no -advantage to his morals, after celebrating 
the orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of 
the Bona Dea : neither can an Hindoo enter his fa- ' ^ 
mily with ally refined notions of continence andlelf- 
denial, after beholding the lafcivious geftures of the 
wojnen, and the indecent attitudes of the images he 
has been worfhipping.. To affirm this would be to 
affert, that our minds are neither affefted with, what 
we fee, nor \^hat we do. The Muffulmans are ad- 
dided to every fpecies of indulgence and debauchery, 
in a, remarkable degree ; and if the Hindoos are not 
equally fo, it is chiefly to be afcribed to their early 
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marriages, and number of thtir wives, which offers 
them an opportunity of gratifying or extinguifliing 
their paffions as foon as they arifc. To their excef- 
five indulgence in certain gratifications, may proba- 
bly be imputed that early decay, and premature old 
age fo i^markable in both fexes; but more efpecially 
m the females. A woman at twenty-five, in this 
country, commonly difplays grey hairs, with all that 
fhrivelled appearance of age and decay, which in 
Europe feldom overtakes the fex, before tliey have 
witnefled the lapfe of half a century. 

The Hindoo fuperftition makes no provifion for^ 
the inftruftion of the great body of the people. The 
vedahs, pouranahs, and other facred books contain, 
it is faid, a copious fyftem of the moft unexceptionable 
morality: and from thefpecimens already tranflated, 
this muft in part be admitted. But the canonical 
books of the Hindoos, have always been regarded 
as a bequeft too facred to be committed to vulgar 
hands. To the far greater part of fociety they are 
ftriaiy forbidden, and are doomed to remain, in the 
moft emphatic fenfe, a dead letter. 

In the prefent condition of the natives of Hindof- 
tan, this is a matter of fmall importance ; becaufe a 
few individuals only of the common people, are 
taught more than to read and write ; and of the 
number that have made thcfe attainments, hardly 
any have made fufScient progrefs tcTqualify them to 
^erive information from a book. Nothing can equal 

3 the 
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the Ignorance of the great body of the people, on 
every fubjeft relating to religion, morals or literature.- 
Few of them can explain the genealogy, or attributes 
afcribed to their deities : they do not underftand the 
meaning of the cermonies they attend ; and the na- 
ture and obligations of their duty, they may' ob- 
fcurely feel^ but are wholly incapable to defcribie*. 

The inconvenience of ignorance, fo grofs'and uni- 
verfal, is too obvious to require elucidation.- It ren- 
ders the mafs of the people not only dupes to the ar- 
tifices of pirieftcraft, but fubjefts them to the impo- 
fitions of every charlatan who pretends to {kill in any 
art oi* fcience whatever. The charnts, incantations, 
and exorcifmsf that here make a part of the medical 
art clearly fffeWj that the groffeft impofidons, in other 
matters as well as religion, may be turned to account^ 
among an uninformed multitude. 

The great fuperiority of the European nations 
over the Afiatics in arts, arms, and induftry, as well 
as knowledge, arifes in a more confiderable degree, 
than what is commonly acknowledged, from the 
public provifion that is made by the former, for the 
, inftruftion of the great body of the people. The 
multitude who have few fources of infohnationi de- 
rive no fmali advantage from their ftated meeting?, 

ii foi' 

♦ The number of Jeities is thirty-three crore f this may ac* 
count for their being but partly known. 

f A cehsbrated Tank near Benares is reforted to by manjr^ 
from a belief that it cures all fuch as are pofleiTed with dex\k« 
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religious. purpofts, where their various duties are 
.pUiined, and iuf creed. A fenfe of his duty and in- 
reifl, a confcioufnefs of his importance, is claimed 
every Briton as a fort of prerogative which he 
rches with equal jcaloufy and pride : the Hindoo 
.o hardly any fuch conceptions ; or they give him 
but fmall concern. Hence a confcioufnefs of infe- 
riority continually haunts him ; he obeys with a 
promptitude, that leems rather the dictate of nature, 
than the relult of refleftion. In mod. of the manu- 
fafturcs conduced by a European, this difpojQtion of 
the natives is illuHrated every day : while performing 
the work which they and their anceflors have con- 
duced Jot ages, they receive the directions of the 
European fuperuitendant, as if diftated by infpira- 
tion ; although he may, perhaps, have only the ex- 
perience of a few months,. The diffidence of the 
feapoy is equally remarkable ; and it is, perhaps, the 
greateft blemifli in his profeffional charafter. On the 
day of battle, when led on by his European officer, 
he. is diftinguifhed by fteadinefs and bravery, but he 
flies if he behold him fall ; though there be greater 
danger in the retreat than in the battle. 

Thus has the ignorance of the great body of the 
natives of India (haded, their charafter with a diffi- 
dence and timidity, which has not only rendered 
them the flaves of their ow^n monarchs or foreigners 
in every age, but has degraded them in fome mea- 
fure to an inferior rank among human beings. From 
this condition which has fo often called fortl^ the. con- 
tempi 
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tempt of the brave, and the compaffion of the wife, 
you in vain endeavour to raife them, while their in- 
tellefts are chained dowii by the multiplied fetters of 
their degrading fuperftition. 

The higher orders of the Brahmins, whofe duty it 
is to undertake this work, and who are perhaps alone 
able to effeft it,; are the lead likely to make any fuch 
attempt. While their own minds are comparatively 
enlightened by a pure fyftem of natural religion, and 
all thofe precepts of duty which cultivated reafon 
teaches ; they " detain the truth in unrighteoufnefs'* 
and commit the people to be guided by groffer fyf- 
tems of fuperftition and error. As if warned by the 
condufl: of European nations, that the diflemination 
of truth would tend to diminifh their otvn impor- 
tance and wealth, they feem to labour for the pre- 
fervation of fuperftition and ignorance with the fame 
anxiety, which, if more honeft men, they would dif- 
cover for its deftruftion. With an interefted fore- 
fight they feem to have anticipated the alternative : 
and have determined to reign among uninformed de- 
pendents, rather than aflbciate on more equal terms' 
with refpeftable men. 

Hence the fteady countenance they give in public 
to doftrines which they furely dift^elieve ; and hence 
the gravity with which they prefide at^ ceremonies 
which they inwardly defpife. All that has been al- 
ledged by Mr Gibbon againft the fmcerity of Caefar 
or Cicero, when, as priefts, they officiated at tVve. -a!^- 
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furd formalities of their fupcrftition before the Rck 
man multitude, is LJ^ than the truth if applied to the 
BrahminF. 1 o them, the wild fiftions of their theo- 
logical fyftcm appear all equally falfe ; while on the 
part of the people they are all embraced with the mod 
implicit beliefs. 

TiiERE is not in India as in Europe any clafs(^ 
men capable of detecting the encroachments of priell- 
craft, or. of fif ting. the bafer materials by which fome- 
times it contaminates truth,. Herj all have- at lead 
the grace of faith ; none pretend to difpute doftrines 
incomprehenfible from ftudied obfcUrity, or unaf- 
certainable from their ambiguity and folly. In this 
country> therefore, there may be a difference in ce- 
remonies, and practical obfcrvances; but there, ar? 
no fedaries from contrariety of opinion t.» 

Those polemical difputes in religion and" politics, 
which in Europe fometlnu^s difturb fociety,.but 
which always awaken curiofity, and invigorate the 
powers of intellect, are unheard of in India: the 
Hindoo flielters himfelf from fuch turmoils in total 
apathy, or liflkffnefs of thought, more refemblins 

the* 

* From early prejudice,, authority- and exampje^ it is poffi- 
tle, that even the learned Brahmins may believe in their fy/- 
tcm, farther than to a European may feem compatible with iti 
abfurdity. 

f The inhabitants are divided into two greab fe€bj with dif* 
fcrent external marks, but their opinions are ib vague, /that tkofo 
•f one perfon never clafh with the tenets of another. 
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Hillnefs of the grave or annihilation itfelf, than the 
common efforts of a rational being. 

If I have in any degree been fuccefsful in this 
fketch I have endeavoured to lay before ypu, of the 
cfFefts of fuperftition upon the morals and condition 
of this people, you will be able to form an opinion 
of the fmall quantity of intellefltual furniture with 
which their minds are ftored:.flioiild you at the fame 
time recal to your memory the fimplicity of their 
drefs, or rather ..the nakednefs of their bodies, you 
Avill, no doubt, perceive abundaiitTcom for improve- 
ment in the moral and religious ftate o£ many, millions 
of our fellow fubjefts in India, as well as for advanc- 
ing their external circumftances. The learned Dr Ro- 
bertfon has travelled partly oyer the fame ground, 
but with a different view, and he may have impreffeS^ 
you with different fentiments. ITie defcription he 
has given of the early progrefs made by the Hindoos 
is extremely accurate, and guarded in its affertions. 
If applied to the higher orders of the Brahmins or 
the princes of Hindoftan it is ftriftly juft ; but nc- 
■;thing can be more erroneous than its application to 
the bulk of the people, \f horn the foregoing ftric- 
tures are meant to defcribe. . 

The fciences of India, and all the more liberal arts, 

^ 4ire at prefjpnt, and always have been, confined to the 

great and learned alone. The moral and theological 

knowledge poffeffed by a few in the higher ranks, for 

^ maily ages, is as completely beyond the reach of the 
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common people as if it did not exift : of confequence 
it muft prove of little fervice in promoting their in- 
terefts. The fame thing may be affifmed of every 
Jbranch of knowledge : the portion pofleflTed by nine- 
teen of twenty of the whole community, is compara- 
tively nothing. To the power of habit and the influ- 
ence of cuftom alone, they are configned for the di- 
redion of themfelves : reafon, inert and feeble as in 
them it muft prove, has little fhare in what we juftly 
regard as its peculiar province. 

In fuch circumftances, certainly no people can be 
more entitled to indulgence towards their weakneffes 
and errors ; and there is certainly none who have 
ftronger claims upon our fympathy and tendemefs. 
Britons now occupy the places of their native princes^ 
and the bleflings of proteftion, inftruftion, and en- 
couragement in virtue, which there are too frequent- 
ly withheld, providence has impofed upon us as a fa- 
red duty to beftow. 
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SECT. XIV. 



y THE HINDOO SYSTEM AS IT AFFECTS i.OCIAL INTER- 
COURSE. 



Calcuiia^ Lee. 1798. 

The reparation of mankind into claffes fo widely 

diftinguifhed as to admit of hardly any intercourfe, 

or communication, tends mamfeftly to hurt, their in- 

tereft, by exciting unfocial and difcordant paflions : 

envy of their fuperiors, among the poor ; contempt 

and averfion to the lower orders, an^ong the wealthy 

and great. A Hindoo, of the higher orders, cannot 

, contract an alliance by marriage with any inferior 

clafs to his own. The four great divifions of rank 

known in Europe, are fub-divided into a variety of 

fubordinate diftinftions, which, hjowever impercep- 

.tible by us, are adhered to by the natives with all the 

.obftinacy of pride, and the antipathy of prejudice. 

Two families, to us apparently of exaflly the fame 
rank, when about to intermarry, often find much dif- 

II 4 ^vc^vV^, 



420 INDIAN RECREATIONa. 

ficulty in furmounting their mutual prejudices, evca 
where no law interpofes its prohibition. The punilhf 
xnent of lofing call which correfponds to excommu- 
nication with us, is infinitely more dreadful in its 
effects than it was in the dark ages in Europe. It no 
doubt is a ftrong check upon the condudt : to render 
it a falutary one it fhould only be made the punilh- 
ment of immorality. This, however, is by no means 
the cafe : fmce a Hindoo, of the moft abandoned 
charafter, may retain his rank ; while an honeft man, 
by touching impure food, or by fome trivial delin- 
quency, will be degraded, and perhaps forfeit all 
countenance of foclety. Morality, the offspring of 
religion, is here feparated from it ; and deemed en- 
tirely unconne£ted with a fubjed of which it con- 
ftitutes fo effenrial a part. 

The parties themfelves are betrothed during thdx 
infancy, and the bufinefs is, without their confent, 
concluded by the parents with great folemnity. A 
perfon verfant in their family genealogy, is employed 
by the parents on both fides ; frequent meetings of 
the relation are called, when the rank and merits of 
each family, are fully difcuffed by thefe genealogifls. 
After thefe important preliminaries are adjufled, an 
elegant feaft is provided, and the agreement is finally 
ratified; though the parties are allowed no intercourfe 
whatever till the age of puberty. Symptoms of that 
Hate no fooner are difcovered in the female, than the 
/:oncluding ceremony and feafl, correfponding t9 

:«h>J 
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what the Romans termed the dedu^io domum is obr 
ferved, and the marriage is completed. 

These ceremonies can only happen when the 
parties are of- the fame rank : when it is otherwife, 
an alliance would render a Hindoo not only deleft", 
able to himfelf, but he and all his pofterity would 
be for ever debarred from all fociety. To fit down 
at a meal, with an inferior caft, would be attended 
with the fame ferious confequences : fo inveterate and 
infurmountable is this prejudice, that a naked Hindoo 
of any rank would deem himfelf execrably polluted 
were the firft monarch in Europe to approach him 
at the time of his eating. While dinner is prepar- 
ing, and during eating, a fmall circle is drawn round 
the company, which an European, if he pafs, infalli- 
bly defiles the meal : it is thrown to the dogs, and 
other viftuals provided, though a fingle ana be all 
the treafure of the family. 

In fo far as this fuperftition tends to eftrangc man^ 
kind, by creating artificial fources of mutual averfion 
and difgufl ; fo fcir certainly does it counteraft the 
real interefts of fociety. A true or an ufeful fyftem 
would inculcate humanity and mutual love. So far 
from inculcating that, there is a wide and impalTabUi 
diftance between individuals of the fame fpecies : it 
would teach that they are equal, at leaft in the fighr 
of the great parent of mankind, and that they ought 
fp chcyifo fentimcnts fuitable to their fituation as 

membei^ 
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members of one univcrfal family. The Chriilkn 
fyitcm offers a remarkable and pointed contraft to 
the doftrine of the Brahmins, in this particular; 
wid its effects at firft, in fome degree, CDrrefpond: 
for we are told that " the multitude- of them that 
believed" were not divided into different clafles, that 
difdained all intercourfe, and abhorred each otho, 
])ut " were of one heart, of one mind, and of one 
foul.'* Let it not be urged that the pradical effeds 
of this artificial feparation of the Afiatics, are not 
greatly felt in fociety, or that a Brahmin or Rajah 
will as readily fupply the wants of the poorer claffes 
as he would thofe of his own. The fadk is other- 
wife ; the Brahmin confiders his order, as, in fome 
meafure, a different race of beings ; and imagines 
that the lower ranks are incapable of the fame fenfi- 
bility to fuffering : he regards them as a race wjiofe 
feelings are deadened by the meannefs of their in- 
telleft, and therefore not entitled to the fame (hare 
of companion. 

That this is the idea of the princes and civil ma- 
y;iftrates throughout India, their own conduft fufli- 
ciently evinces : hence the feverity of their govern- 
ment, the rigor of their punifhments, and their uni- 
vcrfal indifference to the comfort, and even the lives 
'of their fubjefts. 

The avcrfions created among the Hindoos by 
their fuperllition, are not confined merely to fuch as 
Lelong to the different cafts. It pervades the whole 

compafs 
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compafs of fociety ; and is equally obfervable in all 
4:he different fub-divifions of the fame general clafs. 
The perfons employed by Europeans as bearers, 
Jiave equajl antipathy to the other fets in the fame 
profeflion as if they held their ftations in the ppppr 
fite extremes of fociety. The Ooria Balafore bearer's 
.will not ferve in the company of fuch as come from 
Patna. The cafe is the fame with other diftrifts ; as 
often as their inhabitants meet each other, upon the 
fame fervice, and apparently on the fame footing, 
they do not eat, fleep, or aflbciate together. The 
confequences of this are obvioufly inconvenient, both 
to themfelves and to Europeans, 

Such diftinftions lead not only to a fliynefs and 
averfion in the intercourfe of fociety ; but they are 
apparently the caufe of many quarrels and animo- 
fities. The timidity and gentlenefs of the Hindoo 
may, in general, prevent his fighting, boxing, or 
ihedding of blood ; but it by no means reftrains him 
from fcolding and upbraiding his neighbours^ In 
this refpefl: they are the moft litigious and quarrel- 
fome of all men. Have two perfons a mifunder- 
ftanding, let them meet in the ftreet, and they will 
upbraid each other for an hour together with every • 
foul epithet of abufe which their imagination can fug- 
geft, or their language fupply. A few natives en- 
gaged in one of thefe bickerings difplay a furious gef- 
ticulation ; a volubility of words ; and coarfenefs of 
expreffion, which leave the eloquence of Bilingfgatc 
Jfar behind. Their quarrels do not amount perhaps 
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to a pofirive breach of the peace ; being generally 
Ainaccompanied with violence ; yet, as they aire ex- 
tremely frequent, they are a confi4erable annoyance 
to fociety ; for they add to the afperity of human 
life, and ftrengthen the malevolent paffions. 

Accordingly, it is found that private charity is 
by no means the bright part of a Hindoo's charac- 
ter : religious perfons, or thofe who affume that cha- 
rafter, certainly are liberally fupplied; but this muft 
be the offspring of fuperllition rather than the dic- 
tate of humanity. Gn fome particular occafions, 
^ fuch as opening a new Serai, mod extenfive charities 
are diftributed to the multitude which is invited 
;there. But this is mere oftentation : neither in its 
principles nor its effeOis does it come up to the ra- 
tional idea of charity. The neceflitous pool* are 
more happily dire<3:ed for relief to the door ctf an 
European, than to their ^brethren in the faith. Pa- 
godas indeed are raifed, . Choultries built, and .on 
great occafions thoufands are fed by a wealthy na- 
tive ; but all this may be done in compliance. with 
the interefted advice of the. Brahmins, or to gratify 
oftentation : and we ought not to confound what is 
extorted by fhe fears of fuperftition, or what is la- 
vifhed by vanity, with the charitable benefadtions 
difliated by a found underftanding and a benevolent 
■heart. 

Another circumftance, in which the religious 
fyftem of this people is prejudicial to indiiflry and 

moral 
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moral virtue, and confequently to the happinefs of 
fociety, is the multitude of ceremonious rites and 
trifling obfervances by which it occupies the mind :. 
thus withdrawing the attention from the neceflity of. 
praftifmg reftitude, and preferving integrity of heart,. 
In almoft every aftion of his life, the Hindoo is under 
the immediate influence of his fuperflition : his prayers 
are oflferings to his gods ; his purifications and abfo- 
lutions in the river; his drefllng and eating hi^? 
viftuals ; the objefts which he touches ; the com- 
panions with whom he aflbciates, are to him all inti- 
mately and equally connefted with religion, and the 
everlafting welfare of his fouh If there is any part 
of his conduft with which his religious ideas have no 
Concern, it is his. moral charafter. In " doing juftly,'* . 
or " loving mercy,*' he is apparently left to aft as 
he pleafes : but if in the mofl: trivial aftion he violate 
the rites of his fuperftition, he is, in this life, de-^ 
prived of all the comforts of fociety, and in the next^ 
condemned to animate the body of feme noifome 
reptile or contemptible animal. 

This defeft in the Hindoo fyftem, is common to it 
with every religion devifed by man. .An oflfended- 
confcience, or a terrified imagination, are uneafy 
companions ;. and mankind have ever been eager to 
embrace the eafieft and cheapeft means of appeafing 
them. Whenever it has been given out to the ig- 
norant, that the faVour of Heaven may be attained^ 
by genuflexions, prayers, ablutions, or any^ cere- 
mony, they invariably have embraced them. To ex- 
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crcife contrition for offences, to break off froni ini- 
(Juity by repentance, to correft the whole life and 
converfation, and fteadily to perfevere in virtue, is a 
painful and difficult talk even to the moft perfeft : 
by the far greater part this is abandoned, as an un- 
attainable objetl. Hence a fabric of fuperftitious 
rites is conftrufted, as compenfation to the deities 
for the violation of their laws. 

According to the number of thefe rites, and 
ftriftnefs with which they are obferved, the rules of 
virtue, and the neccffity of moral reftitude, are re-' 
garded as more or lefs indifpenfable. The antiquity 
of the Hindoo fuperftition has conferred upon it a 
degree of maturity which has never been attained by 
ai;iy other falfe fyftem. Its rites* and ceremonies are 
more numerous beyond all comparifon : they enter 
into ever.y department of Ibciety, and influence the 
whole of its manners. The Hindoo, therefore, may 
reft his prefent comfort and future happinefs upon, 
the obfervance of its rites, with more plaufibility, if 
hot with more confidence, than the other heathen 
nations, who have eftabliflied lefs complex fyftemsof 
fuperftition*' .1 will not venture to aflTert that the 
lives of the natives are vicious and abandoned in a 
degree proportioned to the melancholy extent of 
their fuperftitious fyftem : but thofe concerned in the 
police eftabllfliment of Bengal well know the fre- 
quency of fraud, robbery, theft, and litigation. 



In 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 127 

In Europe, the peace officers are fufficient in num- 
ber and ftrength to apprehend delinquents ; whereas 
in this country, the whole of the febandy corps, a 
numerous eftablifhment, with the whole train of * 
peons, goraits and corabadars, are inadequate to this, 
purpofe. Many regiments of native infantry are 
ftationed in diftrifts where the reprefTmg nimierous^ 
bands of marauders, or apprehending thieves, is the 
whole duty they perform. 

What is remarkable here, becaufe intimately con- 
nefted with the prefent obje£t of our enquiries is^ 
that the devotees or profeffors of religion, are them- 
felves by far the moft numerous and dangerous rob- 
bers in the upper parts of India. The fakeers, in- 
ftead of being the inftruftors of fociety, are its greatefir 
pells and depredators. It is neither knowledge nor . 
virtue, but idlenefs^ theft, and rapine, that are the 
Leflbns to be derived from their prefence and exam- 
ple. They, wander from the hilly country over every 
province, and are far more daring, in their outrages 
than the natives of Bengal.. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it may be fairiy cbn- 
cluded, that the immenfe fabric of fuperftition efla- 
bliflied by the Brahmins con^ibutes little or nothing, 
either to encourage or fupport the virtue of its adher- 
ents ; and that it may be juftly apprehended, that not 
a few of that multitude of frivolous rites, have a dU 
redly oppofite tendency. 
* 

SECT. 
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SECT. XV. 



DOMESTIC SLAVERY AMONG Tift HINDOOS: 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798. 

The Hindoo jurifprudence, though celebrated for 
humanity, pays but fmall regard to the natliral rights 
of man : it eftabliflies a fyftem of flavery more com- 
plex than any yet recorded in hiftory. The pre- 
rogatives of the magiftrate, fortified as they arc 
on every fide, leave no room for national or poli* 
tical freedom. Pure defpotifm, under the veil of 
Theocracy, has ever been the only government in 
Hindoftan. 

Domestic flavery has always been admitted here, 
as it was formerly in Europe ; but a numerous clafs, 
like the Sodera, doomed to fervility, though not 
aftually bought and fold, is a fingularity in the jurit 
prudence of India. This clafs may be compelled tp 
fcrve a Brahmin of the fuperior ranks, even though 
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he has not purchafed him. The Brahmin, however^ 
is not, even in the cafe of extreme poverty, allowed 
to ferve for a fubfiftence, a man in the higheft rank:* 
what is alfo fmgular, the Sodera pays a greater in- 
tereft for money "borrowed than any other perlbiL f 
The fon of a Soderas wife inherits only a fourth 
ihare of the other fons ; and every delinquency of 
this degraded clafs is punifhed more feverely than 
the reft : while offences againft it are checked by 
flighter penalties. In other countries it is the aim of 
legiflation to proportion punifliment to crimes : here 
they deal it out according to the rank, rather than 
the demerit of offenders. Hence the criminal code 
of this country, as adiTHQiftered by the natives, has 
become as complicated in detail, as it^ principles are 
iniquitous. 

Before we reach thofe clafFes that are in abfolute 
flavery, there are intermediate degrees of fervitude, 
correfponding to fervants and apprentices in Europe. 
A ftudent while learning the fciences, performs fer- 
vice for his teacher ; and whatever gain he may ac- 
quire during his ftudy, becomes the property of his 
teacher. Apprentices to the different arts are nearly 
on the fame footing with ftudents ; only their aban- 

VoL. I. I doning 

♦ Menu, chap. 9, v. 153. 

f Hindoo Laws: the Brahmin pays leaft; the Chatree, and 
the other tribes more ; the intereft rlfmg in proportion to the de- 
gradation of the borrower. 
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ddning the maftcr without fault is puniflied witfr. 
banifliment. The duties required from thefe perfons 
do not extend to certain undue fervices, which here 
have not only a degree of mcannefs attached to 
them, but infer degradation, if performed by any 
other than a flave, or one of the lowed clafs*. 
Their duties feem to correfpond with the obfcquium 
and revercntia^ which the Roman law exacted from 
the clients of a great man to their fuperior f. 

Another fpecies of fervitude fecms to refemblc 
the villanage of the feudal fyftem in Europe. When 
a perfon, fays the law, peoples and cultivates the 
land of another man, takes a part of the crop, by 
way of wages ; or breeding cattle, takes milk, or a 
part of the cattle, that fervitude is called Bhook^ 
Bherut \. The celebrated Magna Charta which has 
by many been deemed a corner ftone in the edifice 
cf Britifh liberty, but which, in faft, eftabliflied only 
the defpotifm of the baronsTover every order of the 
ftatc, recognizes this fpecies of fervitude, when it 
ftipulates in favour of wards of the Crown, that their 
property fhould be reftored " ftne vajio haminum e^ 



ferum. '* 



We 



* Such fcrviccs are fweeping the houfe, the necelTary, or 
clcanfmg a perfon who is fick. 

f Vide Jufliniani Inftit. Juris Civihs, H. T, 

X Hindoo laws, chap. viii. feft. i. 
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\v E have frequently had occafion to notice the 
obligation laid upon the head of a family to main- 
tain his poor relations ; fervices are expefted from, 
fuch neceffitous perfons, of the nature of thofe fpe- 
cified. They are not fubjeded to what the law 
terms undue fervices^ the opera ferviles of the Ro- 
mans, the performance of fuch inferring a fort of 
infamy. 

Slaves in India are of many different defcrip- 
tions, according to the manner in which they have 
been acquired. No lefs than fifteen legitimate me- 
thods of acquiring flaves are fpecified in the Eaftem 
code ; fome of which are peculiar to this quarter of 
the world* 

Notwithstanding the humane provifions made 
by the law, many perfons either from being deferted 
by their relatidns^ or by the death of their parents, 
are caft deftitute upon the public ; fuch unfortii- 
tiates, like loft goods, become the property of the 
finder *. If, during a famine, a perfon has been fed 
by another, and his life by that means preferved, 
fuch become the property of thofe who entertained 
him. Many acquifitions of this nature might have 
been made by Europeans, had their cuftoms autho- 
rifed the pradice; 

I 2 SoME^ 

* Vide Hindoo laws, dX this titles 
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SoMETiMTS a perfon, to free himfelf from the fflP' 
portuuities of a creditor, delivers hiinfelf as a pledge 
for the debt, or in lieu of payment : this fpecies of 
flavery is countenanced by the Hindoo as well as the 
Jewifli and Roman jurifprudence. It does not, how- 
ever, occur to me that the latter admitted of per- 
fonal flavery on the chance of play, as is the avowed 
language of ftatute in this country, as it was by con* 
fuetudinary law in America*. 

Gaming, and wagering at cock-fighting, are for- 
bidden bv the mod ancient codes of law ; it would 
appear therefore that this paflion is not only preva- 
lent in early ages, but alio mod violent, fmce pcr- 
fonal liberty was fometimes thrown in as the laft 
ftake. In a country where flavery is permitted, this 
unlawful ad was deemed a forfeiture of liberty. 

Another defcription of flaves are fuch as have 
become SanyaflTee, and afterwards have renounced 
that holy way of life. This conduft implies not 
merely a dereliction of a ftate of fanftity and great 
perfedion, but alfo the breach of folenm vows; 
whoever was guilty of it became punifliable by the 
magiftrate with the lofs of liberty, unlefs the de- 
liiquent were a Brahmin. In that cafe the criminal 
was branded in the forehead with the print of a 
dog's foot, and baniflied the kingdom f • 

The 

* Robertfon's Hiftory of America. 

f Vide GcntQo Laws, chap. , fcdll 2. 
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The lad clafs of flaves peculiar to the Hindoo 
''laws, confifts of thofe who, from their attachment to 
a flave girl, give up their liberty for the purpofe of 
:having intercpiirfe .with her. Such Haves recoA'^er 
their liberty on renouncing the female ilave, and dif- 
continuing the connexion* 

The manumiffion of flaves occupies a dillinO: title 
of the Brahminical inftitution. The mode of doing 
this varied according to the particular clafs of flaves 
to which the individual belonged. When a mafter 
releafes his flave, a pitcher filled with water, rice, 
and flowers, is placed upon. the head of the flave by 
the mafl:er, and there broken. The contents of the 
pitcher fall upon the flave's body, while the mafter 
declares his intention of making him free : this cere- 
mony confers manumifllon. A form equally cere- 
monious was in ufe among the Romans *. 

The prejudices. of the natives requiring every pcr- 
fon to leave behind him a fon to perform his funeral 
obfequies, gave rife to another mode of manumifllon, 
which is probably not unfrequent. Whoever is 
without a legitimate child, and hath procreated a fon 
by a female flave, that .child together with his mo- 
ther become free, from the birth of the fon. 

1 3 Free- 



^ Inflitut. Juftiji, fecund, Heinccc. ap* H. 5r 
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reciprocal duties between mafter and fervant (flavc) 
are there laid down with much plainnefs, and recom* 
mended from motives very powerful ; but the very 
regulation of fuch a ftate feems a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of its neceflity, and infers its continuance. 
It is no where faid, Difmifs your fervants and abolilh. 
flavcry. 

The punilhment of flaves has been guarded in the , 
Hindoo code with the moft anxious folicitude. Slen- 
der punifhment with a bamboo fwitch is permitted on 
the back, or where the leaft injury may be felt ; and 
in this refped flaves are put on the fame footing with 
a wife, a fon or daughter. The Jewifli law in the 
earlier periods admitted only of forty ftripes, as the 
higheft puniftiment a mafter could inflift on his Have i 
if, however, his crime was fo atrocious as to call for 
the interference of the magiftrate, the punifhment 
was crucifixion, a fpecies of inflidioh peculiarly ig;* 
nominious, and common to that people with the Ro;- 
mans, and the eaftern nations. 

Servant and flave approach in many inftances 
fo near to each other in condition that the lines of 
difcrimination are not always difcemible. Even ^ 
fon is in many refpefts under the power of his fa- 
ther, and after the legal age, if he remain under the 
fame roof, ke foregoes the advantage of earning for 
himfelf. The parental power of the Romans alfo 
jemained fo long as the father lived ; and in fuch 
' force, that a fon, after bearing a public oiEce In th^ 

ftate, 
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ftate, fell again under the power of his father, whofe 
authority had only intermitted during the exercife of 
his public fundion. 

Several complete titles of IJindoo law relate ^ 
partnerfhip; which there does not imgly the union of 
feveral perfons, for a mercantile purpofe ; but a 
community of goods, among near relations being 
together under a father or elder brother A father, 
\&iile he lives, is reprefentative and mafter of the 
family. The heritable property of his anceftors, and 
what he has himfelf acquired, are under his manage- 
ment, but with different reftriftions. The former 
part of the eftate he is not allowed to alienate with- 
out the confent of his children : of the latter he has 
the full difpofal. 

The fame reverence and fubmifSon which the law. 
ordains to a father, is after his death to be paid by 
the different members of the family to an elder bro- 
ther, who then becomes the manager of the whole. 
If fons. claim a divifion, that divifion muft be made 
in terms of law ; and it would appear from fome 
ancient records that even a father could not refufe 
this ; as appears from the hiftory of the prodigal fon, 
,as well as the inftitutions of Menu. 
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SECT. XVI. 



OF THE ANTIQUITY'OF THE HINDOO SCRIPTURES. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798, 

if has.of .late become a fafhionable dofl:rine to afcribc 
a very high antiquity to the Hindoo Scriptures ; to 
find difficulties in the Mofaic account of the creation; 
and to feel an affefted concern for its incompatibility 
with authentic records of the moft ancient nations. 

M. DE Voltaire imagines that he has expofed 
the Jewifh hiftory to a ftrong degree of ridicule, be- 
caufe it reprefents the creation of the world as 
having happened only feven thoufand years ago, 
\v bile th^ Chinefe trace it back to a far greater num- 
ber of millions. Mr Halhed, the tranflator of a 
Pcrfian compilation of Hindoo laws, defcribes the 
impreffion which the antiquity of thefe books make 
upon his mind ; and the difficulty he finds of bring- 
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ing down his imagination *' to the obedience of 
« faith */' 

In a word, our antiquarians are ever in danger of 
picking up from the immenfe heap of faithful manu- 
fcripts at Benares, fome direful fragment that may 
overturn the chronology of the Bible : like the Can- 
.on Recupero, when he examined the ftratified lava 
of Mount Etna, " they feel the writings of Mofes a 
_^4jy eight upon them/' It is to be regretted, that in 
the fevere drudgery of turning over fo many volumes 
of wifdom, they fhould be fo often difturbed by 
parchments with claims of antiquity fo ftrong, that 
they effeftually ftagger reafon^ and alarm them into 
unbelief. 

Mr Halhed thus laments, " that though we 
'^ may come to the perufal of their records^ armed 
^' with every argument, and fortified even to preju- 
" dice againft the admiflion of their pretenfions, at 
^^ the fame time placing the moft implicit reliance 
" upon the Mofaic chronology as generally receiv- 
" ed, yet their plaufible accounts of thefe ren^ote 
" ages, and their undeviating confidence in their 
•'' own aflertions, never can fail to make fome Irflr 
'^ preffion upon us, in proportion as we gain a 
^' nearer infight into them." 

As 



♦ This gentleman has'fince found no difficulty in believing 
^he wild abfurdities of the Prophet Brothers. 
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As the Englifh reader may not poflibly be armd 
with every argument, nor fo completely fortified in 
European prejudices as Mr Halhed, it would beoB- 
fair to expofe him to the whole force of that plaufi- 
bility which proved fo irrefiflible to that gentleman. 
Let it fuffice to fay, that the Hindoos reckon the d^ 
ration of the world by four joguesj or ages, contaift- 
ing together above eight millions of years* 

The firft age, or that of purity fSuitee jopUi 
lafted 3,200,000 years. In this period, which feeiM 
to correfpond with the golden age of our European 
poets * ; men praftifed ther duty without the com* 
pulfion of law ; their life extended to an hundred 
thoufand years ; and their ftature was twenty-one 
cubits. 

In the fecond, or Tirtah jogue^ one third of the 
human race became reprobate, and the period of life 
was reduced to ten thoufand years, while that of the 
age itfelf was contrafted to two millions four hundred 
thoufand years.. 



In the third age, the depraved part of the fpccics 
amounted to one half, and the duration of life only * 
to a thoufand years. This age lafted 1,600,000 
\eiu*s. 

I^ast;.y * 

* Spontc fine lege juftitiam colcbant. 

Ovid. Met am. 
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Lastly came the KdlH joguc^ or prefriit aera, 
"Wbich is fuppofed to fubfifl: only 400,000 years, of 
which about 5000 are already elapfed. In this age 
the depravity of men became , um'verfal, and their 
Kves were reduced to the term of 100 years. 

Such is the " plaufibility** of the Hindoo ac- 
count, which made fo deep an impreflion upon Mr 
Halhed. *' Computation,'* fays he, " is loft ; and 
^.^f^onjefture overwhelmed in the attempt to adjuft 
♦* fuch aftonifhing fpaces of time to our confined 
" notions of the world^s epoch : to fuch an antiquity 
** the Mofaic creation is but as yefterday ; and to 
" fuch ages, the life of Methufelah is but a fpan !'* 

Our " confined notions*' refpefting the duration, 
of the world, are no rules for other nations in form- 
ing their legends, no more than fober hiftory is the 
ftandard for writing romance. Happily there is no 
necefSty for reconciling them ; otherwife the Hindoo 
chronology might be found equally confonant to ours 
as twenty-one cubits are to the length of a man. 

Nations are as much interefted in the dignity of 
their origin as individuals : high antiquity is univer- 
fally believed to confer on both a luftre, which the 
lefs it is genuine, is the more eafily counterfeited. 
Even in Europe almoft every nation carries its origin 
back to remote periods of darknefs and fiftion ; al- 
though there, the gratification of vanity is limited by 
the prevalence of knowledge and of fober criticifm. 

2 ^^^x^ 
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Were the early annals of Egypt or Ethiopia dHco^ 
vercd, their linnicd knowledge would probably be 
found to bear them out in pretenfions as grofs as 
thofe of the Hindoos. We know that in China, 
where this kind of arrogance is not checked by any 
incredulity among the people, that fyftem of»chrono- 
logy reaches far btyond that of the Brahmins, 
Avlierc dates muft appear to thefe people as of " yef- 
tcrdiiVy and tlieir lives as a fpan'\ It is fufficientj 
therefore, to cflablifli the authority of the Brahmis^ 
cal fcripures, that they accord with the fuggeftions 
of human vanity in a rude and uninformed nation. 
Their gigantic fize and their longevity bear an exaft 
conformity with fiftions and traditions of every 
early people. Thefe tales of the nurfes are gradually 
fyftematifed, and tranfcribed into the records of fhe 
nation ; yet they are ftill tales, though jthey may 
happen to be repeated with wonder by a different 
defcription of old wo?nen. 

" Mere human reafon,*' fays this tranflator, 
** upon confideration of the prefent contrafted 
'• meafure of mortality, can no more reconcile to 
'^ itfelf, the idea o£ patriarchal, than of Brahmim'cal 
" longevity :'* and " when the line of implicit faith 
" is once extended, we can never afcertain the pre- 
" cife limits beyond which it muft not pafs.'* 

The facility with which this gentleman on fome 
late occafions, has extended the " line of implicit 
" faith,'* has rendered it doubtful whether, with him 

it 
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it has any limits at all. According to him the great 
fource of credibility to the Brahminical writings 
arifes from the undeviating confidence in their own 
affertions. To many, confident aflfertions will appear 
a very Angular and precarious teft of truth, how- 
ever flriaiy Mr Halhed may have demeaned himfelf 
by fuch a rule. Munnoo, it would feem, one of the 
mofl authoritative of the Hindoo fages, has himfelf 
affixed a date to his own code. " When ten thou- 
*'5>^fand and ten years of the Suttee jogue were pafl, 
^^•'Hen the night of the full moon, in the month 
*' Bhadun, I Munnoo, at the command of Brahma, 
*^ finifhed this fhafler, that fpeaks of mens* duty, of 
** juftice, and of religion ever inflrudive,** It is 
fufficient then, it would feem, to command the belief 
of Mr Halhed, that an impoflor confidently afTerts, 
that he has communicated with the Deity on the 
night of the full moon. 

The next afTerter of the antiquity of thefe Scrip- 
tures is Jage-Bulk, who fays, " In the^Tirtah Jogue, 
" when ninety-five years were pafl, in the night of 
" Sawun, on the moon's increafe, on the day of 
" Mercury, I finifhed the treatife called Jage-Bulk, 
'' which fets forth the offices of religion, and alfo 
^« informs men of the duties of the magiflrate.'' 

" What period,*' fays the tranflator, " fhall we 
•* poffibly affign to thofe writings, if we difallow 
•' the authorities here quoted. If they are falfe, 
* there m\ifl have been a time when the impofition 

2 « would 
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" would have been too palpable to have paiTed ujHwf 

*' mankind, and where the concurrent teftimony rf 

•• the whole world- muft have rifen in judgmart 

*« agamft it/' 

The impofition running through the^wholeof 
thefc books, as well as their dates, may at firft fight 
fecni too palpable to pafs upon mankind ; and cer- 
tainly had they been cither capable or difpofed to 
liftcn to rational evidence, they could never hajK 
been received as any thing elfe than the impofinons 
of craft upon ignorance. But the very reverie of 
this is the aftual flate of nations in early times. 
ITieir ancient narratives are all marvellouis, and all 
implicitly believed; and it is not wonderful that 
books, which contain either fome prodigy or grofs 
fiftion in every page, fhould alfo aflume a romantk 
claim to antiquity. The fiyle is uniform in tech 
part ; and well fuited to gratify a paflion for the 
marvellous, and to gain upon the unfufpefting cre- 
dulity of a fimple people. That the Hindoos (hould 
receive thefe confccrated fiftions, is what we fliould 
expect from human nature : and had their early re- 
cords been entirely diverted of every romantic ab- 
furdity, they would oil that account only have dif-* 
played fomething new in the annals of prieftcraft and 
fuperftition. 

We are further acquainted that, at the beginning 
of the Kalli jogue, Shukeh Diew, a modem author 
according to Hindoo records, compofed a work, con- 

fifting 



\ 
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fifftittg of three thouland and twenty chapters, and 
detailing the hiftory of India during the three pre- 
ceding Jogues ; the fucceffion of its Rajahs, and the 
duration of their reigns. '* What ihall we &y," 
continues Mr Halhed " to a work compofed four 
** thoufand years ago, and from thence tracing man- 
^ kind upwards for feveral milKons of years ? If 
fuch a book exifts, its contents may fall within the 
extended line of Mr Halhed's implicit faith, and 
Kiay be well fuited to his intelleO: ; though to oth r 
' ttutfds it will probably convey but a fmall portion of 
information.* 

Wnen we turn from the date of the Hindoo crea> 
don, and confider the account given of that great 
event, we look in vain for that concifenefs and fub- 
limity which has been admired in the narrative of 
the Jewifh lawgiver even by the Heathens themfelves. 
♦* God faid, let there be light ; and there was light,'^ 
is an example of the fublime quoted by the celebrated 
Longinufi, who has long held a diftinguifhed rank as 
a judge of compofition. In the work of Menu every* 
thought is frittered down, by an afFedted fubtilty, 
and a too minute particularity of defcription. * He 

• defcribes the Spirit of God as moving upon the water, 
almoft in the words of Mofes ; and the chaotic dark- 
nefs from which the creation was called forth bears a^ 

9 ftrong limilarity in both fyftems. The former, how- 
Vol. I. K ever, 

* Creda^ Judxus Appella, non ego; 
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ever, not only lofes its dignity, but even graviff^ 
when after the inferior deities, I'ages, and other great 
perfonages are brought into exiltence, it fpecifies the 
creation " of fmall and large reptiles, moths, lice, 
t!ei\£, and common flies, and every biting gnat/* 

TiiL time employed by the Divine agency in the 
Hindoo cr<;ation is not fpecilied ; but as the fyftem 
com.rchends no lefs than fourteen fpheres or worlds, 
fix above, and fcvcn below that \*hich we inhabit, 
human notions would lead us to conceive greSffr 
f fpaco nccellary for its completion, had not the fame 
books themfclvcs informed us, " that there are num- 
berlefs creations, and deftruftions of worlds ; and 
th;\t the Being fuprcmely exalted, performs all this 
with as much cafe as if in fport, again and again, 
for the fake of conferring happinefs*/* 

This paflage alludes to a notion more clearly ex- 
preffed elfewhere ; that after the four jogues are 
completed, another creation will commence, endur- 
ing for the fi\me number of ages. The fpheres or 
worlds above ours are the regions deftined for the 
reward of good men, according to their diflFerent 
attainments in holinefs. I'hc Swergeh, or firft para-t 
dife, is the general receptacle for all fuch as have 
merited a re iioviil from this lower earth : a fecond 
place, the Mahun is. the abode of Fakeers, and fuch» 

perfons 

* Menu Iiiflit. chap. i.v. So. 
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j>erfdns as by dint of prayer, have attained a more 
than ordinary degree of fanftity. The third heaven,^ 
Junneh is . alfo the refidence of pious fouls ; a glo- 
rious fphere, beyond which fouls are fuppofed not to 
pafs without fome uncommon merits and qualifica- 
tions*^ The other celeftial manfions, up to the 
Suttee (which is higheft of all, and the refidence of 
Brahma, with a few particular favourites,) are inha- 
bited by fuch as have all their lives performed fome 
"wonderful penance, or died martyrs for their reli- 
giUfi. The higheft prize of all in this great lottery 
of life, is referved for thofe who have never in their 
whole life, uttered a fidion ; and to thofe women 
who have burned themfelves on the funeral pile of 
their huft>ands. 

The Hindoo fyftem, with all its exuberance of blifs, 
is not more fertile in rewards than punifhments ; be- 
fides thofe numberlefs tranfmigrations to which it 
fubjefts fmners, there are twenty-one different hells, 
or regions of pofitive torture, where men are cdn- 
figned for punifliment according to their fuppofed 
criminality. None of thefe punifhments are how- 
ever eternal ; but a redemption from them is ad- 
mitted, as well as a ftate of final beatitude by- their 
abforption into the Supreme Being. 

These ideas of the creation are received by the^ 
Hindoos literally as they are expreffed ; and they 

K 2 conftitut^ 

* Vide Introd.- Gentoo Laws, By Mr Halhed. 
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confliiute an introductory chapter to their religion 
and civil code ; which muft prove of high utiBtyif 
it reconcile each of the claffes to its ftation in fodetj. 
Brahma, the immediate agent of the creation, js fc 
clared to have formed the Brahmin from his mouth; 
and the duties enjoined him, are not merely fymbo- 
lically reprcfcntcd by that organ from which he i 
produced, but to pray, to read, and to inftrud, ait 
believed to be qualifications, the unavoidable refult 
of his formation from that organ* ' ;. 

The Katri, by being formed from the arms, is 
qualified with ftrength to fight and to govern. The 
Vayfe, proceeding from the belly, are qualified to 
produce the nourifliment of fcciety, by exercifiDg 
the vocations of agriculture and traffic. The Spdra, 
being formed from the feet, is doomed to a ftateof 
fubjeftion, in which his duty confifts of labour, in 
llie fervdce of the other tribes. 



It is the regret of a benevolent writer, that fo 
many millions of the human race are born to no 
other inheritance but flavery ; his feelings would 
have, been ftill more deeply wounded, had he beheld 
a fociety, the greater part of which was doomed to» 
inherit infamy as well as flaver)\ 

The Hindoo fyft. m, befides thefe four great tribe$« 
juft mentioned, fanctions a fifth, or adventitious clafs, 
that arifes from illegit'mate connections between the 
other tribes. This numerous portion of the people, 

vhich 
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ch condufts the mechanic trades and petty traffic^ 
leld infamous as well as fervile. All the tribes 
Burrun Sunker are believed to be contaminated 
the guilt of their parents, and the tradefmen of 
[a are deemed infamous as well as poor. The 
makes a diftinftion in the crimes and punilhment 
iH the claffes ^ an injury to one order is in fome 
s capital ; while the fame offence would, if com- 
ted againft an inferior, be amerced by a trifling 



SECT. 



SECT. XVIL 



P£^'A^x^.s of the hintoo ; 



JUaLabad, July 1-799, 

Of the \;!i:ous modes of appeafing the irritated con- 
fcicncc of oflcndcrs, that ct pcnarxcs and expiations 
has been mofl univerfal among fiipcrftitious nations j 
and from the extent to which they have caxried the 
dc'ftrinc, perhaps no invention of prieftcraft has 
been more injurious to the hitcrcfts of morality, hi 
no ftage of fociety, net even in the higheft degrees 
of virtue and information which it has ever attained, 
are men beyond the reach of remorfe, fince they are 
always liable to mifcondufl: and error ; in a rude 
age, however, when, from the imperfeftion of go- 
vernment, crimes and irregularities are more fre- 
quent, and when the character of Deity and all that 
pertains to hereafter, are view^ed through the awful 
cbfcurity of ignorance, the powers of confcience are 
aided by imagination, and its upbraidings are beyond 
/TAdur^aCc. 

In 
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■ In fuch cafes relief is grafped at without enquiry 
into the aptitude of the means ; and to reltore a 
man to peace of mind, and felf ellimatloa, if it can 
be done without injuring virtue, is one of the beli 
c^ces of a religious inftrudon 

Penances and expiations are thofe external clas 
appointed by the prieflihood, to appcafe confcicnce 
under the notion of removing moral turpitude. 
They are founded on a principle univerfal In human 
nature; and in every country have, in a greater or 
lefs degree, become an engine of pov/er to the priefl-r 
hood. In ages of ignorance men are leaft able to 
deteO: encroachments of this nature : their fuperfti- 
tious fears feem rather to invite them : hence hiftory 
has always exhibited this branch of ecclefiaftical 
power and emolument, bearing a flrift proportion 
to the ignorance of the people. 

Acts naturally indifferent are put on the fame 
footing with immoralities ; eating certain articles of 
food, drinking certain liquors, or touching certain 
objefts, are declared forfeitures, and are expiated by 
penance as immoral conduft. In moll of the Afia- 
tic governments, where the priefthood have acquired 
great influence, the docbrlne of penances and expia- 
tions has been extended to almofl ever)^ aftion and 
fituation of life ; and the people have been gradually 
fubjefted to a jurifdiftion as unlimited as their own 
fuperftitious imaginations, and provided with punilh- 
jnents as various as their fears. 

The 
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The Jcwifli inftitutions have been prefenred to^ 
in records more authentic than thofe of any other 
ancient people. By them we learn in what varioos 
cafes a man was rendered impure, whether from 
guilt, or from circumflances accidental, or byao 
tions indifferent. But whatever were the means by 
which guilt or impurity was contradtcd, expiatioa 
was indifpcnfablc, before the finner could be ad- 
mitted into fociety, partake in any religious folemnity^ 
or ever cat or drink with his brethren^. Thefe 
laws were guarded by punifhments fo fevere, as en- 
iured their obfcrvance ; difobedicnce in certain cafcfc 
incurred the fame punilhment as murder : ** The ] 
" man that fhall be upclcan and fhall not purify 
" himfelf, that foul fhall be cut otF from among the 
** congregation.'* 

A large portion of the Hindoo Scripture is ap- 
propriated to the fubjeft of exj^Iation. The great 
fyflem of Metempfychofis itfelf, as laid down in the 
facred books, makes a part of this doftrine f. The 
fufFerings endured by undergoing a certain number 
of tranfmigrations, are in no inflance declared eter- 
nal : " when the taint arifmg from guilt . is remov- 

ed,» 

* Numb. chap. xlx. v. 22. The deliiir|ucnt was not merely 
excluded from fociety ; '* but whatfoever the unclean perfon 
touchcth (ha 1 be unclean, and the foul that touchcth it fhall be 
f/fo unclean.'? 

I Vide Ir.flitut. of Menu, chap. xii. pafllm. 
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ed/' the foul again recovers beatitude ; and after 
its purification is complete, it is abforbed into the 
univerfal fpirit*. 

The machinery of the Hindoo fyftem is awful and 
tremendous ; and had it been uniformly employed 
in the defence of virtue, its effeds muft always have 
been confiderable, as well as very falutary. 

T['heir regions of torment zre various, and in 
great number ; and the pains fufFered in them are 
proportioned to the fuppofed guilt of the offenders ; 
who " as often ,as they repeat criminal ads are 
•' doomed to pains more and more intenfe, in defpi- 
•' cable forms upon this earth. They fliail firfl have 
•* a fenfation of agony in Tamifra f, or utter dark- 
•' nefs, and in other feats of horror. Multifarious 
•' tortures await them : they fhall be mangled by 
^^ ravens and owls ; and fwallow cakes boiling hot ; 
^' fhall walk over inflamed fands ; and fliall feel the 
" pangs of being baked like the veffels. of a 
'* potter |/^ 

Even tbefe regions of darknefs are not altogether 
inaccefGble to hope, and the crimmal ia the abyfs of 

torment 



♦ Ibid, V. 22. 

t One of the hells of the Hiudoof^ 
J Chap. 3ui. V. 74, et infra. 
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n>rnu:nt iiiij;lit lo(>k forward to a period in which his 
guilt would be cxpiiiiL'd, ;uid when the gates of bills 
would be no longer fhut iif^ainll him. Eternal pu- 
nilhuK'nts I'cein, to the Hindoo, injurious to virtue, 
and repuj»;nant to nicrcy. 

So far may the Hindoo fyllem of expiation be re- 
j^^arded as abetting the caufc of virtue, but there are 
other parts of it that ilein calculated to fubvert the 
moral fenfe, and obliterate the diftinclion bet^^fen 
right and wrong. The clall'lication of crimes totally 
unequal, and the fubj.cling actions indifferent, to 
the fame puniflnnunt as olfences tlie moll injurious 
to fociety, certainly tends to weaken the moral fa- 
culty. It is a ma\i:'. in legiflation, that law fhould 
not counleracl: nu.nds, and that the crimes of the 
ftatute-book Ihould cc^rrefpoiid wich the diftates of 
confcience ; but in a fvileni erected by interefted 
craft upon ignorance, we are not to expcft that this 
rule fhall be ftridly adhered to. 

We find accortlis^.gly in the Bnmiinical co^fe 
crimes of the n:oll uilrVrcMi degrees of turpitude 
claffed together, w iihout a:iy regard to proportion in 
their punifliment. 'i'liuS, " forgetting texts of fcrip-' 
ture," is claffed with '• p.rjury ;" eating things for- 
bidden, to " killing a fi iend : *' inccfl and adultery, 
are compared to flaying a bull or a cow f ; drinking* 

for- 

* Mrnu, diap. xii. v, 55, &•:.• 



^ 
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forbidden liquor, to killing a Brahmin. In feveral 
inftances, aftions highly meritorious according to 
our notions, are put on the fame footing with a con- 
duft implying great infamy. " Working in mines 
of any fort, engaging in dykes, bridges, or other 
great mechanical works,*' is clafTed with " fubfifting 
by the harlotry of a wife, and preparing charms to 
deftroy the innocent *.'* 

In order to account for this artificial and fadi- 
tious fyftem of morality, it muft be remembered, 
that the more crimes are multiplied, the oftner 
muft the finner have recourfe to expiation, and the 
priefts in confequence, muft profit more frequently 
by his abfolution. " Penance,'* fays the facred text, 
^' muft invariably be performed for the fake of ex- 
*' piation ; for they who ^ have not expiated their 
'' fins, will again fpring to birth with difgraceful 
*' marks.'* This paffage feems to allude to a very 
fingular invention of the Brahmins to multiply the 
number of cafes in which expiation became iiecef- 
fary ; they encourage the belief that every corporeal 
mafk or infirmity at birth, muft have been occa- 
fioned by fome fin committed either by the parents 
themfelves, or the perlbn himfelf in a former ftate; 
and in either cafe expiation became neceffary before 
he could be admitted to the comforts of fociety. 

"If 



* Ibid, -v. 64. It is Icarcely poffible to^ invent a fyflcm more 
repugnant to public improvement. 
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" If a twice born man by the will of God In this 
" v/orld, or from his natural birth, have any cor- } 
" poral mark of an expiable fin committed in this 
" or a former ftate, he muft hold no intercourfc 
" with the virtuous, while his penance remains un- 
" performed *." The Jews whofe fyftem of crimes 
and expiations was nearly as complex as that of the 
Hindoos, and in fome particulars bears a ftrifl: re- 
femblance to it, feem to have entertained this ftrange 
opinion. " Was it this man^ or his parents t^at 
finned, that he was born blind ? '* is a queftion im- 
plying this belief. The leprofy, which was once more 
frequent among that people than at prcfent, mufl: have 
been regarded as proceeding from fome moral turpi- 
tude ; at leafl: the expiations, after it was declared to 
be removed, were equally numerous and expenfivc 
as thofe required for the removal of guilt. 

But if farther proof of the difpofition of die 
Brahmins to multiply crimes, and the neceffity of 
expiating them were needed, fufEcient would be 
found in their extenfion of this mode of difcipline to 
involuntary offences f. Although no axiom in mo- 
rals 



* Thefe marks were various, and expreffive of the crhnci^ 
committed by the perfon who bore them. " The ftealer of a 
lamp, fufFered blindiiefs ; the drinker of fpirits, blacl^ teeth ; the 
flayer of a Brahmin, marafmus j the violator of his gooni^t bed) 
a deformity in the generative organs/' 

t Menu Chap. xiv. paffim. 
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rals cah be clearer, than that intention alone confti- 
tutes guilt, and fo far only as evil intention can 
be (hewn, fo far is criminality eftabliihed ; the man, 
however, who has unintentionally occafioned the 
death of another, feels an uneafinefs fomewhat re- 
jTembling remorfe : he feels defirous to make com- 
penfation'even for unintended mifchief. Upon this 
feeling the doftrine of expiating involuntary offences 
has been founded ; penances of great feverity have 
been ordained for them, " If a Brahmin, fays Menu, 
** have killed a man of the facerdotal clafs, without 
" malice, he muft make a hut in ^ foreft, and dwell 
" in it twelve whole years, fubfifting on alms, for 
*' the purification of his foul. If the flayer be a 
*' king, he may perform facrifices with prefents of 
*' great value : if a perfon of wealth has committed 
** this offence, he may give all his jproperty to fome 
** Brahmin learr;ed in the Veda */* 

Involuntary guilt being thus eflablifhed, and 
the very touching of a great proportion of the fur- 
rounding objefts incurring defilement, as well as kil- 
ling any fenfitive animal, from an infeft to a camel, 
the Hindoo mufl be in perpetual bondage ; that he 
is haunted with continual appreheafions of traiif- 

grefliiig 



* Chap.^ vii. V. 73, &c. The Jewifh priefts held upon this 
fubjcdl a fimilar doitrine. A city of refuge prot;;(Sied the 
killer; but if found beyond its limits he might be punifhed. 
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greffing againft fomc articles of this vaft iyilera of 
criminal law, is nut to be wondred at. Sins of 
omiffion, as well as pofitive offences, equally expofe 
him to the expiating difciplinc of the priefts ; and 
that he efcapes a fmglj day of his life from incurring 
inflictions, is probably more owing to their forbear- 
ance, than to his own purity. 

Armed with this mighty engine of oppreffion, the 
Brahmins, upon a near view, will be found, perhaps, 
to exercifo their authority, with no great rigour. 
Empowered to inflici fuch a number of penalties, 
which all incur, whether they are lazy or idle, a- 
wake or aflcep, thorj fecm but few inftances of 
cruelty or even hardfhip fuftainedj^y the exercife of 
a pov/er thus unbounded. The truth is, the fuper- 
ftition of the people is fo great that they willingly 
undergo any penance : it equals, and fometimes fur- 
pafl'cs all that the prieflhood exacts from it. After 
having fatlsfied all the rigid demands of the fyftem 
of expiation, the pious Hindoo often invents new 
privations and aullerities for the exercife of his pa- 
tience, and the enlivening of his piety. Of this 
kind arc the pilgrimages he undertakes to places of 
peculiar fanclity ; the vows of abflinence and mor- * 
lification which he regularly difcharges, and the 
frequjDt corporeal pains which he inflifts upon him- 
felf. 

The place from which I now write, is celebrated 

for the fanclity v/hich is fuppofed to be conferred on 

3 fuch 
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fuch as bathe at the junftion of the united ftreams of 
the Ganges and the Jumna. Ten or twelve thou- 
fand pilgrims may be feen at once crowding to the 
bank ; their admiffion to the facred fpot is pur- 
chafed by a certain fum for each man, paid to the 
Brahmins. Between the piety and the avarice of 
the Hindoo, there is fometimes a great ftruggle ; 
thefe two paffions feem to occupy his whole foul. 
This year the Brahmins infifted on a certain fum, 
which the pilgrims for a while refufing to pay, one 
of the former made a feint of cutting his hand. This 
meafure, the efBcacy of which to us is not very ob- 
vious, had at once the defired effeft : all agreed in- 
ftantly to pay down the fum demanded, convinced 
that if blood had been drawn from that facred per- 
fon, the "whole xrowd of pilgrims muft have fuft'ered 
a fentence of damnation, which ages of fuffering 
could not have reverfed. 

Another clafs of voluntary penances, for the 
fake of advancing the fanftity of the perforii^^er, are 
thofe numerous aufterities that arc prefcribed in con- 
fequence of vows. If a perfon becomes unfortunate, 
and on this account lofes that confequence which he 

f formerly held in fociety, he confoles his vanity by 
turning faint ; and on that fcore draws to himfelf a 
greater degree of confideration than perhaps he en- 

, joyed as a man of rank and fortune. In purfuit of 
this objefl:, thoufands make vows of aufterity, and 
renounce the world. Clothed in (kins, they wander 
as mendicants, or retire to the forefts, and fubfift on 
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wild fruits, or the roots of plants. Whe» fuch a 
refolution is taken, it is irrevocable ; the fevereft 
puni(hmcnts ar iiifiicled on fuch as retraft their 
vows, or return to lucicty. 

These hermits are confidered as actually dead; 
their property is divided among their relations, and 
the funeral obfequies arc pcrfonned to their maneSi 
In ancient times, the age of fv)rt.y or fifty years was 
the period of taking this vow ; the difcharge of 
which is fuppofed to confer the liigheft degreS of 
perfeftion to which in this life a man could attaiiu 
The bodily pains inflicted on themfelves by the 
anchorets of this country, from their whimfical na- 
ture and their feverity, iu-e at once repugnant to rea- 
fon, and beyond the limits of credibility. They 
only who have feen tlie horrid fcenes difplayed at 
certain Hindoo feflivals, will be able to form a con- 
ception of the extravajijances which fuperftition can 
dictate, or of the fulFerings which fortitude, can 
endure. 
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Resemblance between the Jewish and Hindoo* 

RITES 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798. 

That there fhould be a refemblance in the laws and 
ufages of nations in a fimilar ftate of improvemeiit, 
is what we are led to expeft equally by hiftory, and 
common reflexion. The firgular coincidence be- 
tween many of the Hindoo cuftcri? and thofc of the 
Jews recurs too frequently, a^7d with too clofe a re- 
femblance to have arifen foleiy from this caufe. If 
men originally fprung from one common fLOck, and 
we are told that they did; their p'imitivr: inf '''jtioiis, 
would migrate along with every tribe r.t its removal 
''from the parent country. The farther, therefore, 
that men are traced, and the nearer you approach 
to the original ftock, the greater fimiliarity muft be 
Vol. L L found 
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found ill tiieir cuftonis. The Hindoo fcriptures and 
our own, Lire the moft ancient records yet knoNvn: 
the laws in each code are in fome cafes exaftly the 
fame ; and in many they are Hmilar : were other re- 
cords flill m(>re ^ncic^it to be difcovered 'tis poffible 
that tlicfe would difplay a ilill ftronger refemblance, 
till we at h\ii arrived at the hiftory of one primary 
and individual people. 

Tfiii: doctrine of the tranfmigratlon feems to have 
been embraced by the difciples of Mofes, and of 
Menu ; and as this was confidered as a ftate of ex- 
piation, the prayers of a man's poflierity were believ- 
ed to operate in behalf of tlieir fuiFering anceftor, and 
t:) render liis purification more expeditious and lefs 
piilnful. lieiice the cuflom of adopting a child was 
j^raclifed, with a view to this very end perhaps, in 
both countries.. The duty of leaving a fon is fo fa- 
crcd and indifpenJiL'le amon;^ the Hindoos, that a fe- 
cond and even a third wife is allowed, if there Avas 
no child by the firli *. Polygamy was praftifed by 
the Jews, and iilfo C(3ncubinage, but this is too com- 
mon a cuilom amoiijT; the eaflern nations to found any 
argument of their connedtion. 

« 

TiriE necefliry of leaving a fon, to perform thefe 
duties, dichued tliat cuflom of procreating a child on 

the 

* And tlie maiil (Ellhcr) was fair and beautiful; whom 
Mordeca', when her fatlier and mother were dead, adopted fot 
liis own daughter. Kll. ii, i*. 
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the widow of a deceafed brother who had left no 
offspring. This connexion is only permitted in the 
Hindoo fyftem, not enjoined ; and muft ceafe as foon 
as the objeft is obtained * : In the Jewifti law the 
duty of raijing up feed to a deceafed brother, is matter 
of pofitive precept, the negleft of which feems to 
have incurred no fmall degree of infamy f. 

The ceremonies at marriage are extremely various 
and. complex in the Hindpo code, w^hich permits 
eight different forms, all affecting the rank of the 
parties, and their progeny differently. In fome of 
thefe forms, the contract is made by giving prefents 
to the parents of the bride, a praftice which feems to 
be a remnant of the cuftom of purchafmg wives, fo 
frequent among rude nations |. This praftice ob- 
tained among the Jews in the early periods of their 
hiflory, when we find Jacob ferving for both the 
daughters of Laban. 

The intermarriages of different ranks are per- 
mitted in the Hindoo fyflem ; but fuch are always 

L 2 deemed 

* He who lafcivioufly dallies with the widow of a deceafed 
brother, though fhe be legally married to him is difgraced. Ch. 
iii. V. 173. ^ 

+ Then (hall his brother's widow loofe the fhoe from off his 
foot, and fpit in his face •, and fhall anfwer and fay, fo Aiall it 
be done unto that man that will not build up his brother's^ 
houfe. Deut. xxv. 9. 

X Vide Neh. xii. 28. 
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clccnicJ difgniccful, htkI viijate tlie oflspring whick 
is du^nidcd. The tribes (if the Jews are kept dif- 
tincljas \\\V\ as ilic calls of the Indians, the daugh- 
ters of '/i.i.;j:]iriiad are ordered to marry in their 
own tribe; and prl^Ils wlio could not fhew their gc- 
r:cal.);^v, or who married a flranp;er, were confidered 
as polluted, and were de;^raded from their office*. 

Tifh laws of the fa;^e Menu, like thofe of greater 
part of the eaftern legiflators, fpeak of the female 
fex in tenns that, according to European notions, 
wViuld be deemed highly difrefpeftful ; and what 
does no great credit to his confiftency, he requires 
fmm the fex a conduct more eorreft and decorous, 
than can be hoped for from an ordinary fhare of 
judgment and cii-cumfpection. When legiflating for 
tlie fex, this oracle obferves, that " Through thar 
" p.'iflion for men, their mutable temper, their want 
'' of fettled atilelion, and their pen'erfe nature, let 
" them be guarded hi this \vorld ever fo well, they 
" foon become alienated from their hufhands. "— 
*■'• Women hav^e no bu/inefs wuth the Veda ; thus is 
" the law fully ieitled: having therefore no evidence 
^' of law, and no knowlcdp;e of expiatory texts, fin* 
" ful women muft be as foul as falfehood itfelf f." 



Ye' 



* Among tlie early Romans mam.igo was contraded in thn 
ways; cocmptione, co-'if;irIatione, et iifu. 

f Menu, cli. ix. V. 15, &c. 
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Yet with all thefe bad qualities they are expecled 
to remain conflant in their own houie, and are not 
even '' to laugh without covering the face with a 
'^ veil. Unfeafonable fleep, rambling abroad, dwel- 
" ling in the houfe of another, are declared crimes 
" which bring infamy upon their hufbands. " They 
are declared to be always in a ftatc of dependence or 
pupilage ; firft in the houfe of their fatlier, afterwards 
in that of their hufband, and laftly in that of their 
fon^ 

Barrenness, bearing female children, being dif- 
eafed, are deemed fufficient caufes of fuperfeding a 
wife and marrying another. So little confidence do 
they place. in their virtue, that fpeaking to, or fitting 
upon the fame couch with a man, are declared to be 
adulterous ads, and feverely punifliable; actual adul- 
tery if committed with a perfon of* birth incurs 
death. 

Barrenness in a married woman is conlidcred as 
a great misfortune, equally in the Jewifli and Indian 
code ; in both, the eldeft fon obtained certain rights 
by the priority of his birth. In the Jewilh law the 
firft born was confidered as facred, and was redeem- 
ed. The Hindoo philofopher grants him the fole 
right of invoking the gods, and offering oblations to 
the manes in the Sradha. A double portion of 
the inheritance is declared the legal right of the 
firft born in both fyftems ; but among the Hindoos 

•L 3 there 



1G() INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

ihcrj arc many inodificadons of this rule, according 
to ilie virtue of the ion, or the rank of his mother. 

That whole title of law relating to defilements, 
and the mLixns of removing it, bears a ftrong limi- 
larity amon ^ boih nations : and this part of their 
fujJLi-nition [Knvi of cvury oihir to have made the 
moli: indelible iniprcliion upcin the minds of both. 
The modern K\vs areas punctilious with regard to 
the killinj; of meat, its kind, the perfon who drgffes 
it, as thuir anctftors v.ere two thoufand years ago. 
The firft teachers of chriftianity, who intended to 
proriiul'^^cite a i'yllem of morals inllead of ritual obfer- 
vi'nc.:-, l.iiJ f^rcat dilHculty in recalling their atten- 
tion frf ni tlxc obfervaiice of days and of afcetic devo- 
tion, it iVcms to have been of all things the moft 
diilicuit to perfuade thcin that true holinefs confided 
not uf "- meats nor of drinks,^' but " in righteoufnefs, 
peace and joy." Tlieir obftinate adherence to thefe 
particulars feems the very circumftance which every 
where preferves the Jews a diftinft people, though 
difperfed throughout every part of the world. When 
the Hindoos are rtinoved, as at Aftracan, they re- 
main equally fecluded and diflinct. 

In both fyftems all forbidden meats induce im- 
purity. All flefli meat is rigidly forbidden the Hin- 
doo as his ordinary food, but fuch animals as are 
declared clean, (which are nearly the fame with thofe 
permitted to the Jews) might be legally killed for 

facrifice ; 



k 
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facrifice ; and on that occafion they might be eaten 
meritorioufly *. 

Other objefts of defilement, fuch as a dead body, 
an unclean perfon, a woman after childbirth, in her 
menfes, a man after an impure dream, with various 
others are exadbly the fame, and the methods of pu- 
rification are alfo fimilar. • 

What we are lead, prepared to expeft in the hif- 
tory of the two countries, at prefent under oi*:- review, 
is a refemblance in their worfhip and religious cere- 
monies. The great and peculiar object of the Jewlfii 
fyftem was to inculcate monotheifm, ai:d to eftablifh 
a nation with feleft rites ; and here it muft be ac- 
knowledged that the notions taught by the Hindoo 
fyftem fall infinitely fhort of that fublimity of truth 
and dignity which the Jewifh fcriptures inculcate up- 
on this fubjefl:. 

The Supreme Being is depifted in the former, 
with vague and indiftinft attributes ; the^ actions im- 
puted to him in the creation and government of the 
world, are often puerile and abfurd 5 and worfhip is 
never mentioned as exclufively due to him. Anceftors 
and deities are the objedts of daily reverence in the 
facrifices of the Hindoo, but he has no inftitution in 
L 4 . honour 

* On a folemn offering to a gucft, at facrifice, and in holy 
•ites to t^e manes or tr.e gods ; but on tLcfe occafions only, 
nay cattle be flain : this law Menu ena<flcd. Ch, vi. v. 41. 
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hoiiour of one Supreme God, entitled to the exclur 
li\*e homage of mankind. 

After marking this cflential diiference, it is juft to 
obi'wrve, that the Ht.ii:'gies of both f) ilems bear in o- 
iher particulars a clcfe refcmbl?»nce. There are fimi- 
lar altars, the far^c IncerJc and oiTerings, and the re- 
fpcct of the vvorihij -pA- at both was expreffed by fimi- 
lar zct?.. 'i lie J^;\vb iiad in the fervice of their temple 
wiaiicin^ and fingin^^ woiiien, who had a regular 
maintf. " .ice from the pul:!ic funds of the church *. 
There is the fame eftabllihment at prefent in all the 
conliderable tcniplcs of the Deccan f. 

Thi- furvantr, of the altar, were, in each country, 
chofen only from one particular tribe, which was in- 
verted with high rank, and fupported by a fixed con- 
tribution from the rell of the inhabitants. Certain 
particular afts were neceifar)^ before a perfon of the 
prieftly raAk could perform any reUgious office. In- 
veftiture with the facred ftring, a girdle and a ftaff on 
his fixteenth year, were neceffary to the confecratlon 
of a prieft. The twice-born all underwent at certain 
periods a fpecies of confecration which conftituted 
their fecond birth ; and in confequence of it they 

enjoyed 

* And all Ifrael in the days of Zerubbabcl, and in the days 
of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the fingers, and the poitcr 
CVC17 day his portion. Neh. xii. 47. 

f MeKii,'ch. ii. V. 3P., ct infra. Excd. xxxi. 10. 
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enjoyed peculiar privileges ever after in the eye of 
the law. The Jewifli ritual mentions the " confe- 
cration of the priefls, the clothes of fervice, and. the 
holy garments." 

The code of Menu makes frequent mention o 
the twice born, which confift of fuch of the three 
higher claiKes as have been invefted with the facrifical 
thread. The language of the New Teftament, 
which metaphorically ufes the phrafes of " regene- 
ration, and being begotten and born again,'* moft 
probably alluded to fome of the Jewifli rites that 
were analogous to thofe of Menu. 

But the deviations of the Jews from the worfliip 
prefcribed in their law were frequent. • Their wor^- 
fliip of images, and falfe gods, in the . groves and 
high places, is charged againfl them on many occa- 
fions* : thefe were the praftices of the furrounding 
nations. They mufl recur to every perfon's mind 
who has obferved the multitude of Hindoo images 
upon fome of the rocks on the Ganges, and beneath 
the fliade of large trees. The houfehcld gods which 
were ftolen from Laban by his daughter, probably 
refembled thofe fmall images, particularly of the 
calf, of which the Hindoos are ftill fo fond, and be- 

* fore 

* Judges, chap, vi. 



llQ INDIAN RRCUr.ATlONS. 

fojx; >vhich you I'jj thcni j3iollrating themfelves 
daily*. 

From ii C(^inckL-ncc (»f the ciiftonis of thefe na- 
tions in fo iiuiirv \':\:\i!'ds and detached particulars, 
it is probublc that ihr()u;;h all the warmer climates 
of Ada, a confiderablc liiuilari y obtains in the man- 
ners of 'Cvery nation ; and from the fingular {lability 
auii permanency of their ijiftitutions,- a minute exa- 
miiration of them at the prefent moment will tencl to 
dhibiijh the truth of ancient hiftory. 

Tl-iK Jcwifli and Hindoo fcripturcs mutually illuf- 
trate and coniirm ihe authenticiiy of each other; 
and the prefeat ciiltoms of the Afiatics proving fo 
.pcrfecl!y iimilar U) what we lirid related in both, 
adds greatly to tiic credibility of cither, as leaft as a 

faith- 

♦ TIic people here are guided hy f.ilf^' proplictf-, and dreamers 
of dreams, in t!ic faiiie manner in wliieli we are told the Jews 
were 'I'. A genllcmiin in the r.t"ghhourhood of Benares lately 
wiilied tv) uiive a place of warHiip removed from the viv:iiiiry 
of his hoafe. He confidted the Bralimins whether it could 
he done, and came forward with a liberal oiTcr. He rcccir- 
cd no immediate anfwer, hut one of their number gave out 
that ho luul a place of greater fanclity for the poojah, reveal- 
ed to him in a dream. The pjople gave him implicit credit, 
romcvvd the pagoda, and the prii'il received his promifed re- 
ward from the perfon for whofe r.ccjnimodation the dream had 
been fent. 

f Deut. xiii. io» 
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faithful record of manners. Parts of the Jewifli 
hiftory, from their oppofition to European man- 
ners, and tlieir repugnance^ to our ideas, have 
been held up as objeftions to the authenticity of thefe 
records ; on many of thefe the Hindoo records be- 
ftow the fuUeft credibility. • 

That fevere law which ordained a woman to be 
ftoned to death, who on marriage did not difcover 
the." tokens of virginity,'' is invefted with the fulled 
authenticity by perufing the Hindoo code : In this 
we obferve fevere inflictions in the fame circum- 
ftances ; and a whole chapter of regulations is de- 
voted to afcertain the puniCiment of thofe offences 
by which thefe tokens may be deftroyed*. 

In the fame manner, from the peculiarity of the 
Jewifli manners, and from the great damage fuppofed 
to be fufl:ained from eating impure food, it was cri- 
minal to offer it : and fmce chaftity in a woman was 
fo effential in the eye of the law, to afperfe her on 
that head was punifhed with a fevere fine. The in- 
flitutions of the Brahmins upon thefe points are 
perfeftly fimilar : whoever caufed a prieft to eat im- 
pure food, or drink wine, is fined, and in certain 
cafes is put to death f ; nor is he treated with lefs 
feverity who falfely afperfes the chaftity of a wo- 
man's conduct. 

From 

* Vide Gcntco Laws, chap. 20. fe«5l. 5. pafllm. 
t IJcin, cLap, 11. fcdt. 6. 
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From thefe numerous coincidences of the man- 
ners and writings of the natives of this country with 
thofe of the antient Jews, it has been fuppofed that 
in fome former period an intercourfe was maintained 
between them. This fome have concluded to have 
taken place during thei|j abode in Egypt ; others, 
with greater probabiUty, have imagined that their in- 
tercourfe arofe from the refidence of the Jews in the 
dominions of the Babylonifh kings, who then pof- 
feffcd the countries bordering upon Hindoftan, as we 
are informed by the facred books : " Now, it came 
to pafs, in the days of Ahafuerus, (this is Ahafuerus 
which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over 
an hundred and fevcn and twenty provinces, &c,* '* 



♦ This pafTajje explains the caufe of the elevation of a Jcwcfc, 
Efther, to the Perfian throne. Vide Eft. ch. i. v. i. 



ii SECT. 



SECT. IIX. 



THE AUTHORITY CLAIMED BY THE BRAHMIN.*?. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1798. 

The facred books of the Hindoos* comprehend a 
more voluminous fyftem of law, theology and moral 
fclence, than thofe of any other nation : the mytho- 
logy of the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, feems 
only detached flireds, when compared with thefe com- 
pendious volumes. 

It regulates not only the interior economy of 
every private family, but contains the whole fyftem 

:.- of 



* A small portion of them only has yet been translated j a 
compilation by certain Brahmins, collected at Calcutta by 
Governor Hastings, and rendered by Mr Halhed into English, 
under the title of * A Code of Gcntoo Laws j' another portion 
containing * the Institutes of Menu,' has been translated by Sii: 
W. Jones. In the observations here offered, these sources of 
informdtion are referred to as authentic. 
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of jurifprudence, by which property is held*, and the 
rules by which government itfelf is admiiiiftered. 
The Hindoos bcHeve thefe books to contain trea- 
fures of infpired willlom, and they confidently fub- 
mit to their ordination the whole llrutbure of focietv, 
and the regulation of every p^rt of it. 

TiiK whole muft, however, be regarded as the 
mod: complete fyftem of prieftcraft ever erefted for 
the fubjugation of mankind. Knowledge, in the 
nature of thin;^?, muft always acquire an afcendant 
over timidity aiid ignorance ; and the chief pecu- 
liarity difplayeJ by the Afiatic nations is the lofty and 
impofing tone which it affumes, and the fubniiffive 
tamenefs and credulity wath which every pretenfion 
to it is received by the people. 

Tin fupreme powers, Legiflative, Executive, and 
Judicial, feem, under the Hindoo governments, to 
have been retained originally in the hands of the 
Brahmins. By them, the prince is ftyled the magi- 
ftrate, and his powers in every department are mark- 
ed out by the priefthood in the /acred books, the in- 
terpretation, and perhaps the conijiofition of which 
was exclufively claimed by their order. 

Menu, the fon of God, himfelf a divine perfon, 
publiflies by them his authoritative commands, to 
which the monarch feems to have been fubiefted as 
much as any of the people. Government is in the 
ftridtefl fenfe theocratica! ; the Brahmins adminiftcr 
3 it 
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It, and aj*e declared in the Scripture " to be by right 
the chief of the whole creation*/' The very birth 
of a Brahmin is a conftant incarnation of the God of 
Juftice : when a Brahmin fprings to light, he is bom 
above the world, the chief of all creatures, afligned 
•to guard the treafury of duties, religious and civilf-' 

The world and every thing it contains is decfeired 
to belong in fubftance to this order, for whom it is 
afferted to have been created ; and " through tlife 
benevolence of the Brahmin other mortals enjoy 
life J.'' 

These claims, lofty as they certainly are, wer6 
not, perhaps, ill-fuited or difproportioned to thefifn^ 
plicity of thofe upon whom they were made ; Vor is 
it furprifmg that the Brahmins interfered in the le- 
giflature, and all the functions of government, 

By the Sacred Books, the magiftrate is not otily 
directed when and how he fhall make war ; biit in 
the raifing and difcipline of armies ; and the choice of 
all his fervants, from the higheft officer of ftate to 
the loweft menial attendant. He is allowed no ex- 
clufive or individual power, but is dii-efteii to choqfe 
a certain number of counfellors, and " to one learned 
Brahmin diftinguifhed among them all, he is charged 

to 



* Menu, chap,.. I. v* ^^. f Idem, v. 98, 95^ 
X /dem, chap. v. loi. 
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to imprirt his momentous counlcl, and to iutruft t4 
him with full confidence all t/ii.'/f idiom*. '^ 

The place of his refidencCj ?.nd the choice of his 
ambafladors, are not committed to the difcretion of 
the prince ; his inflruclions dcfcend even to the no- 
mination of a domed ic priLfl, and to the payment of 
his menial fer\'antst. The quanlum of taxes to be 
impofcd on each clafs of inhabitants, is fixed with 
confiderable precificn ; different proportions of re- 
venue are to be drawn from merchandize, from 
agriculture, and from manual Lvbour, all fpecified 
with a particularity that fcems almoft to preclude 
difcretionary power in that important branch of pre- 
rogative. Upon the Bramin, however, no tax what- 
ever can be impofed : even in the cafe of crimes and 
confifcation, none of his property can ever be feized 
by the prophane hands of the magiftrate. It muft 
go to the priefthood ; " for a king, though dying 
with want, mufl not receive any tax from a Brahmm 
learned in the Vedas." 

Tiis priefthood is not only exempted from all 
contribution to the fupport of government, but a 
fupport from the ftate is decreed for them ; all 
ranks are enjoined to make them prefcrits, the merit 

of 



* Menu, cTian. vii. v. 58, ^(^^ 

f O.ie an a a dny as wr^cs, «r'r 3^. .'i.-V: •-. : 24, 
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)f which IS declared in certain cafes to be infinite ; 
ind in all, better than offerings of holy fire*. 

The facrifices of the king are always to be ac- 
:ompanied with gifts of different kinds to the Brah- 
nins, befides their legal provifion from the flate. 
The judicial power feems to have been vefled in this 
)rder ; fot- though the king was allowed to decide 
:aufes perfonally, as in the feudal monarchies of 
".urope, he was always obliged to be Counfelled by 
he Brahmins ; and when not prefent, the whole ju« 
licial power was exercifed by this order. 

The Hindoo governments feem then to have been 
lierarchical, in the flriftefl fenfe of the word : whe- 
her the priefls pretended to receive their commands 
Vom Menu or Brigha, they were always abfolute 
)ver the people, who were as effeftually ruled by 
hem as the Romans were by Romulus when tutor^ 
*d by Egeria. 

That we do not no,w fee the Brahminical hier- 
irchy in this plenitude of power, mufl be afcribed to 
he conquefl of the country by a people hoflile to 
his fyflem. , , 

Vol. I. M In 



* Menu, ch. vii. v. 8i# 
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fpeft to the Chriftians and Mahomedans, \?hen 
worfliipping a Deity to tlicin unknoA\'ii : their con- 
duft he deems pious and commendable ; and thdr 
fyflcm, however good, the Hindoo is fatisfied muft 
be inferior to that perfeft v.dfdom which breathe 
in his own. 



SECT. 



SECT. XX. 



'?ECULIAR1TTKS OF THE MUSSELMANS—THEIR CHARACTER 



Calcuttay Jan. 1798. 

.The Mahomedans, by ^vhom the peninfula of Hin- 
doftan was fo long held in fiibjefl:ion, are ftlll a nu- 
merous race^, and preferve a remarkable difference 
in their charafter and manners as well as their reli- 
gion. By the latter they are laid under no obliga- 
tion to early marriage, and this circumftance per- 
haps is the caufe of that dilTolute condufl: with which 
both fexes are fo generally charged. By far the 
greater part of the females who live by proftitution, 
and in India they are very numerous, belong to the 

• Mahomedan race. The men are, if poffible, ftill 
more univerfally diffolute ; fo that from a premature 
and "exceffive wafte of their ftrength they are foon 

^ overtaken by the debilit)^ of age. 

M 3' TlIEY 

* Some say the tenth p^rt of tlie wliole laliabltants. 
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'lir.v arc, notwitldhuuling the prohibition of their 
rci:;^ioii, olkn iiddidcd to intoxication, by taking 
IpiiTis and opium, or the exceflive ufe of tobacco. 
Ihiiiccullonicd to rcllniin their inclinations, they are 
proud, irafclblc, and vindictive. A few of them are 
j.;cr;crally employed as domeftics, in waiting at the 
tabic, or in the occupation of cookery, duties which 
the IliiKlcos, from fupcrfUtion, are unwilling toper- 
f(^rni : iv.any cidid: in the native battalions ; but 
v.I'i/icwr jhitlon tiicy occupy, they are far moiie iii- 
j;;lcnt :\:\d troublclbiiic than four times their number 
of hci-.tlivjiis. You can by no means rcpofe in a 
]Mr.rrcIman the Hime degree of truft that you fafely 
coi'lidj in a Hindoo ; his fubordination muft be 
more rigid and unremitung. 

Tiioucii their faith be theifm, and a much 
nearer approacli to our ftandard of religious opi- 
nions, than the popular creed of the other natives, 
it does not appear that they are profited in their 
moral conducl by this circumflance : not one in an 
hundred is able to read his own Scriptures ; and the 
number able to profit by what they read is ftill much 
lefs confiderable. The idea therefore entertained by 
fomc of our divines, that the progrefs of Iflamifm* 
over lb great a part of the world, is likely to pave 
the way for that of Chriftianity, is rather to be re- 
garded as a fond conjecture, than a fa£t at all efta- * 
bliflied by experience. The Ccran, it is true, al- 
lov/s ccnfAkrable authority to our facred records, 
and acknowledges the truth of Christ's 'iniffion as 

a 
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fubordinite prophet ; but this has never influenced 
the conduft of Muffelmans with lenity, or even for- 
bearance to thofe of that perfuafion. Every fyflem 
differing from their own, is regarded with equatab- 
horrence and contempt. 

Hence has arifen that perfecuting and fanatical 
fpirit, which has ever marked the conduft of this 
people, whofe cruelties in attempting to convert the 
Hindoos, cannot be contemplated without horror. 
Even where his religion is not concerned, the man- 
ners of the moorman are frequently charafterifed by 
brutality. The treatment of the Britiih prifoners 
taken by Hyder Ally, is perhaps unexampled for 
deliberate and unprovoked cruelty, in the amials of 
hiftory. Some of the officers, after languifhing many 
years in prifon, w^here they were loaded with irons 
like the vileft criminals, were forced upon the fad 
alternative of engaging in the fervice of the tyrant, 
or of dying by poifon. In thefe noifome dungeons 
fome died of faimine, many were driven to diftrac- 
tion by defpair, and many periflied by difeafe. In 
all cafes where this cruelty proved fatal, the vidims 
were denied tKe honour of a grave ; their bodies 

* w^ere thrown out, and devoured by dogs and vul- 
tures. The particulars of thefe enorauities were 
committed to writing by an officer of great veracity, 

• who was himfelf one of the few who furvived the 
outrage of that unrelenting monfter*. 

, M 4 Tma r 

* Vide Meracirs of the Wur, 8cr, 
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That contempt for learning, with wlwch thefc 
zealots are aftuatcd, perhaps adds to the. ferocity of 
their difpofition ; as it certainly deftroys every prin- 
ciple of tolerance and liberality to fuch as follow 
a different fyftem of religious faith. The privates 
taken by Hyder, from this caufe, fulfered a refine- 
ment of cruelty, equally difgraceful to the tyrant, 
and degrading in the eyes of thofe who were the 
unhappy vi6Ums of it : they were not only com- 
pelled to enter the fervice, but to undergo the pauiful 
initiatory rite to the religion of the defpot. 

In the practice of the Mahomedan worfhip, there 
is a number of rites equally frivolous and unmeaning 
with thofe of the Hindoos themfelves. Some of 
their holiday folemnities are difgraced by a ferocity 
to which the latter are happily ftrangers. The pro- 
ceflicn at the Mohurram, a feflival in commemora- 
tion of the death of Iloflcin and Haflen, is accom- 
panied with gladiators, who fight each other with 
daggers and fpears, to the great edification of the 
brutal multitude. In thcfe encounters, which laft 
for ten days, blood is often fhed, and feveral lives 
loft ; for the tragedy which is begun in fliow, as zeal 
becomes more ardent and ungovernable, terminates < 
often in all the horrors of reality. 

One diifference between the Hindoo and Maho- 
medan fuperftition, is the more worthy of remark, 
becaufe it is attended with vcr\^ important confe- 

-quences. 
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.quences.* The former, fo far from producing a 
fpirit of profelytifm, pofitively admits of no converts^ 
Any perfon profefling a regard for its rites, is allow- 
ed to obferve them, but no degree of fmcerity, or 
even zeal in thefe profeflions, will entitle him to any 
rank in fociety, or to aflbciate even with the lowed 
clafs. All religion, according to them, may be in 
fome refpefts true and acceptable to the Deity, but 
to the Hindoo they appear fo inferior in purity to 
his own, tliat to aflbciate with their profeflbrs would 
pollute and degrade him forever. 

A Hindoo of any rank, by chaging his religion, 
.entails difgrace not only on himfelf, but on all his 
near relations, who lofe their caft, and live in perpe- 
tual exclufion from fociety. It is faid that one in 
.this place lately made application to a chaplain in 
order to be baptifed, from this vindictive motive, 
,after having quarrelled with his relations. The 
chaplain very properly rejefted his application as ut- 
,terly repugnant to that fyftem which he meant to 
embrace. 

The MufTulman faith is in all thefe particulars di- 
.reitly the reverfe. The converfion of a heathen is 
one of the moft meritorious aftions a Mahommedan 
can perform ; and them are no means however cruel 
or immoral, which ar^ot regarded as fanftified by 
this hoiy end : hence the intolerant zeal, and cruel 
pcrfecutions which have ever marked the progrefs of 
Mahommedan conqucfts. 

These 
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These two races of men, after living* fo many 
centuries under the fame government, and in the 
fame fociety, gradually approximate in many of their 
opinions, and in fome points acquire a fimilarity of 
manners. The Muflulmans in the fervice of Euro- 
peans, are nearly equally faftidious and averfe to any 
work v.hich they conceive out of their routine of 
duty, under the pretence of its being incompatible 
with their caft. The man who dreffes hair will feel 
himfclf degraded by taking charge of cfothes ;^ and 
he who engages for the latter objeft, will for no 
confideration condefcend to fweep the floor. The 
fcrvants who attend the. table are conceived to move 
in a fphere too high for carrying an umbrella or 
a lamp before their mafler. This faftidious beha- 
viour gratifies at once their pride and their indolence. 
Too ignorant to conceive that there can be turpi- 
tude in aftions not immoral, or to be convinced that 
real worth and dignity muft arife from carefully per- 
forming the duties of their ftation, they prove, as 
fervants, equally faftidious, and lefs ufeful than the 
Hindoos themfelves. The fcrupulofities of rank, 
and caft, give an air of confequence to that ignorant 
people, and the Mahomedans readily adopt a foible 
fo gratifying to their pride and indolence. This 
circumftance obliges Europeans, even of moderate 
rank, to keep up an cftablil^ent of domeftics fu- 
perior in number to that of a nobleman in Europe ; • 
and after this trouble and expence has been incurred, 
he is much worfe ferved than he would there find 
himfclf by two or three domeftics. 

3 Another 
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Another melancholy point of coincidence, in the 
fituation of thefe people, is the fmall influence which 
the religion of both has upon moral conduct. There 
is hardly any inftance in which the faith of either 
operates to direft him in the praftice of juflice and 
mercy : and in the cafe of the MulTulman, there are 
a thoufand examples of his religion being made the 
pretext for violating their diftates. The Mahom- 
edan fuperftition has a more feeble hold over its 
votaries even in urging them to a compliance with 
its own rites, than the Indian fyftem, either becaufe 
its neglcft is not followed by fuch dreadful confe- 
quences, or beCaufe the fyftem. is lefs mature, and its 
profeffors removed at a greater diftance from Mecca, 
the centre of its power, and the place where its full 
vigour is perhaps unimpared. From whatever caufe, 
the Muffulman is certainly lefs a flave to his fuperfti- 
tion, than the Hindoo. Though enjoined fobriety, 
he is frequently drunk; believing honcfty to be a 
duty, he is often a cheat ; and convinced of the ex- 
pediency of marriage, he lives frequently in the ha- 
bit of promifcuous debauchery. 

In their intercourfe with the female fex, the man- 
ners of both clafles of inhabitants bear a great fimi- 
larity. Femtile virtue among each, is fecurcd by a 
feclufion of the fcx almoft totally from fociety ; and 
that by a ftrictiiefs and vigilance well fuitcd to the 
mean idea tluy entertain of their fidelity. The man 
\vho is confcious of habitual frailty in Iiimfelf, can- 
not caiily give ci'cdit to another for continence and* 

felf. 
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fclf-clcnial, virtues almoll beyond his conception. 
The Haram and the Zenana * are therefore guarded 
with equal folicitudc, not only from the vifits of the 
males, but from the intrufion of every eye : and, 
perhaps, neither the Hindoo nor the Muffulmaa 
f(^rm a wrong eflimate of female virtue in the EaU 
Whatever virtue obtains there, mufl: be either coOf 
ftitutional, or the effecl of reftraint. What virtue, 
regulated by principles of duty, can be expeded 
from pcri'ons alnioll: without education, who have 
been excluded from tlieir infancy from every ddivc 
fceiie cf life, where alone there can be felf-govcrn- 
merit, mid where either virtue or temptation can 
alone exifl ? The women in Hiadoflan feem ac- 
cordingly to pofieis but few ideas, and but little 
rhal!:iiy. Accu(lon:ed to regard themfehres, what 
in fact they have ever been, merely the inflruments 
of fenfiial pler/ure, and the means pf perpetu- 
ating tlie fpecies, that objeft engages the whole 
ra:ige of their knowledge, and conftitutes the fum of 
their duty. To them, this mud appear the great 
end of their being ; and if the idea of guilt or cul- 
jrability ever meet them, it muft arife from their ne- 
glect of fo important a duty. To rely upon the 
])rudence and felf-denial of perfons imprefTed with • 
fuch ideas, might eventually prove a greater mark of 
r^'edulity than of wifdom. 

■^ Among persons of rank oil];'. 
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Im thefe manfions of voluptuous indulgence, the 
Rajahs and Mahomedan Nabobs fpend a great por- 
tion of their time, and feem to enjoy their principal 
comfort* Unaccuftomed themfelves to mental ex- 
ertion, perhaps the qualities of the mind are not ne- 
ceflary to their enjoyment. Their pleafure feems 
chiefly fenfual, and incapable of being animated or 
improved by thofe accomplifhments which are deem* 
ed fo neceflary by an European voluptuary. 
« 

The number of wives prefcribed by his religion 
to the Hindoo, is, I believe, undefined. The Ma- 
homedan is allowed four, with an infinite number 
of concubines ; the circumftances of each individual 
commonly determine the number of his Zenana. A 
poor man feldom incumbers himfelf with the fup- 
port of more than one ; and fuch marriages are in 
general the moft prolific, as well as the moid com- 
mon. In fuch circumllances, too, mutual affeftion 
feems moft frequent. It is pleafing to obferve with 
what punftuality and cheerfulnefs thofe in the fervice 
of Europeans remit a little portion of their allowance 
for the fupport of their families, if ajbfent. Their 
rfmall manfions, though guarded with lefs ftriftnefs, 
it is probable contain a larger ftock of virtue, than an 
expenfive train of eunuchs can preferve in the fplen- 
did Zenanas of the prince. Hindoo women, of the 
lower ranks, efpecially fuch as are old or married, 
are not iconcealed with fo much folicitude as thofe 
of the moormen j and from this circumftance, fome 

have 
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have fiippofcd, that rlie wIkiIc fyftcra of female con- 
finement is borrowed by the Hindoo from that peo- 
ple *. 

But from whatever orij^in this fyflem of female 
treatment may be derived, there can hardly be a 
doubt of its unfavoiirable influence upon their un- 
derllanding. Kvcry part of their conduct and con- 
verfation indieatcs a deplorable weakncfs of intelleci 
and llerility of idea^. Human nature is not ahnys 
confident ; nor are the efl'orts of the niind alwan 
proportioned to our opportunities of exertion. Bred 
in feenes of the moft voluptuvnis fenfuality, thefe 
hidian ladies exhibit on certain oceafions the mod 
magnanimous and rcfolute exertion of fortitude of 
which hiftory records any example. When a Hin- 
doo of rank dies, or lanj^uifhes in a ftate which in- 
dicates the approach of liis diifoluiion, his favourite 
wife ailumes the dreadful piirpole of burning herfelf 
on the fame funeral pile with her huil:)and. This 
refohition is formed with deliberation, and is de- 
clared to be voluntar)' and fixed, three feveral times 
in the prefencc of relations. This is done that no 
advantage may fecm to have been taken of the 
tranfient ebullition of frantic grief, and that the per- ' 
fon devoting herfelf may have full time to refleft on 
the important facrifice ftie is about to make to her 

affeftions, ' 



* Vide Robertson's Hist. Disqulsit. Append, j and Sketches 
of the Manners of the Hindoos. 
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affeftions*, or to the cuftoms of her country. No 
fooner is the purpofe finally declared, than it is 
pronounced irrevocable ; and the heroic lady walks 
with firmnefs and compofure to the funeral pile, 
which fhe mounts, after having dealt out; her lad 
benediftions to her remaining friends. There is 
hardly an inftance of any individual] of thefe ladies, 
nurfed in the lap of pleafure, having fhrunk from 
this horrid trial of their fortitude, after it was under- 
taken ; and incredible as it may feem, hardly any in- 
ftance of their betraying fymptoms of fear, hefita- 
tion, or pain. 

Various caufes have been affigned for this unex- 
ampled fortitude, which perhaps is owing to the all- 
powerful effeft of cuftom in this country, and the 
immediate hope of entering on a ftate of exquifite 
enjoyment. An Hindoo no more thinks of evading 
the cuftomary rites of religion, than an European 
thinks of evading the unerring ftroke of death. Its 
dictates appear to him the call of an invincible ne- 
ceflity, to which he fubmits without reluftance, be- 
caufe unavoidable ; and without choice, becaufe or- 
dered by the Brahmins. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXI. 



HINDOO NOTIONS WITH REGARD TO MARRIAGE- 



Calcutta J Jan. 1798. 

The marriages of the Hindoo have frequently beeif 
defcribed ; they are here more univerfal, and con- 
trafted at an earlier period, than perhaps in any 
other part of the world. Parents are enjoined to 
marry their children before their eleventh year ; and 
if no progeny is the fruit of the firft marriage, poly- 
gamy, which is allowed, but not generally praftifed, 
is then cuftomary. The man marries another wife ; 
and in the event of a wife's death a third marriage' 
is allowed, becaufe, according to the Hindoo faith, 
it is a matter of great confequence that every indi- 
vidual fhall leave a reprefentative who may perform ' 
the requifite ceremonies ; the Sradha for the repofe 
of his foul. 

This 
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Tnts is deemed a matter of fo much importance^ 
that a confiderable part of a man's fortune is fpent 
fai celebrating feftivals of this nature ; and even 
where he poffeffes none, a pious Hindoo will rather 
borrow a fum, than omit fo momentuous a dutv. 
It isf or this reafon, that after a firft, and perhaps a 
fecond wife, have been unfruitful, a man is permitted 
to adopt a fon. This acl confers all the advantages . 
that refult from that relation, and among this people 
it is performed with much folemnity. 

The Hindoo who* has no children of his own, and 
refolves to adopt, affembles his relations, and thofe 
of the adoptive child. A large brafs plate * ix*; 
placed upon the floor, on which the child ftands, if 
fufficienty old ;• if not, he is fuported by a Brah- 
min* I'he hufband and wife then fay, with a loud 
voice ; *' Having no fon of our own, we wifh to 
adopt the child which is now before you : we choofe 
him for oiir fon \ and henceforward he has, and is 
to enjoy the' fame right to our fortune, as if he were 
begotten by, and born by us ; nor is he to expeft 
any thipg frotti his natural parents. In confirma^r 
tion of this, we fhaU proceed to make -pur vows, if 

• you who are prefent have nothing to" objei^.'* If 
thofe who aflifl: give their approbation, the ceremony 
is completed by the huftand and wife drinking water 

, mixed vi^ifh faffron, and pouring part of it on the feet 
VaL.i; ■ N of 

* Skctcijcs of the manners and customs of the Hindoos. 



•- 
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of the child. The tnAufiidicm is recorded', and'anaf- 
tcflation <\f it fi;.^ned b'it''»re the company.- Nor is 
the rif^lu cf this aJc^ptcd Ion defeated by the natu- 
2"al ortspriiig of the parents, fhould they afterwards 
havt: children. On the contrary, he retains the ht 
rcditary ri;;ht, as firll born ; and the parties & 
from n.-pcnting of what they have done, are taughf 
to believe that their fecundity is a blelfing of Heaven, 
conferred on them, for thus introducing a ftrangef 
into tbeir family. - 

As the Hindoo blieves that trie due prr&rmance 
of the ufual rites to his manes, tends to mitigate his 
punifliment in a future ftate, he is extremely anxioirf 
to have children to perform this duty ; hence he 
deertis flerility a fevere misforlunej or rather the in- 
fliftion of offended Deity* Oh this principle, mar- 
ried women fonwtimes wear a fmall gold Lingm* 
upon the neck or arm : on this account too, worihip' 
is paid this ftrange deity to obtain fecundityv *' Thofe 
who dedicate themfelves to the worfhip of this deity 
fwear to obferve inviolable chaflity.- They do not 
deprive themfelves, like the priefts of Atys, of the 
means of breaking their Vows ; but were it difcovcr- 
ed that they had been unfaithful to them, the punifli-' 

ment 

* An' image of productive' powct, not lo be explained.- 
It did not occur to the legislators of the East j that" any thing' 
natural could be offensively obscene. The worship of the 
Lingam is therefore no ptoof of depravity of morals. * Asi»tij^' 
Researches, vol, 1 8. ' ■ 
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n\erit 16 death. They go naked; but being con- 
fidered as fandified perfons, the women approach 
them without^fcniple, nor is it thought that their 
modefty fhould be offended at it. Hulbands, whofe 
wives are barren, folicit them to come t9 their 
houfes, or fend their wives to worftiip at the tem- 
ples 5 and it is believed that the ceremonies obferved 
x^n thefe occafions are produftive of the defired efJ^ 
fea */' 

floWEVER difcordant fuch rites may appear td^ 
European notions of decorum, they are by no means: 
fmgular in the annals of fuperftirion. The figure of 
Phallus w^ dohfecrated to Ofiris and to Bacchus : 
at the feftivals of the former it was carried by the* 
women of Egypt, as the figure of Lingam is at pre^ 
fent by the women of India. 

The ceremonies connefted ^th marriage are ex- 
Wemely numerous^ and muft prove expenfive to the 
poor. They commence in the inftincy of the par- 
ties, and are again renewed when the bride arrives 
at the age of puberty : another fet of obfervances 
are gone through when fhe becomes pregnant; others 
ftill when (he paffes the feventh month without acci* 
dent ; and laftly thankfgiying is returned to the gods 
f(^r he fafe delivery. Among the rich, fome oF thefe 
N 2 feftivals 

* Sketches of the maiinors ;^nd custon^ of %ht Ifmd436i^ 
rol. iv pr 3 1 J. 
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fclliviils continue fcvcral Jays, and coft the •parents 
immcnrc funis. 

About ten days after the birth of a child, it un- 
dcirgoqs a rite fomewhat rcfeinbling baptifm. The I 
relations are -.JTeniblcd ; and if, after examining the 
planets, the Bralnnin finds the omen favourable, he 
takjs water from a number of pots provided for 
tile purpofe, and fprinklcs the child's forehead, while 
he i;ives it a name ; and the ceremony concludes 
with prijycrs to the gods, prefcuts to the Brahmins, 
and alrls to the poor. 

One of tiie moii fiiiiitar-y of their inftitutions of 
d:iin^, that all moth'^r.; llhdl fuckle iheir own child- 
.reiv; a duty from which nothing but ficknefs caa 
exempt them. At a certain age each youth, be^ 
longin;^ to th.e tliree fiipcrior cafls, receives a firing, 
which he wears round his neck, which indicates hi^ 
rank* ; when this, which feems to correfpond with 
the Uigovirili^ cf the Remans, isaflfumed, new cere- 
monies arc obferved, and frefli prefcnts are made to 
the Brahmins. So deeply is fupcrftition engrafted 
on the whole fyltcm of life, that there is no age nor 
condition in which the prieiihood docs not profit by 
the piety or fuperflition of ikt people. 

Tii£ manlier in which the greater number of the 
children of the poor are educated, is not unworthy 
of notice : thofe of better fortunes are taught by 

BrahminZy 

* Called the ZoTinar. 
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"Brahmins, in a -pandal^ or room, made of beams and 
leaves of the palm tree. The youth fit on mats 
fpread upon the floor. The .books are made of 
leaves ; and the pen is ufually a pointed iaftrument, 
with which the letters are engraved. The palm 
leaves ufed for this purpofe are cut into ftripes about 
an inch broa^ ; their furface is hard and fmooth, fo 
that the writing may be preferved almoft for any 
period of time without being effaced. Until they 
havje made fome proficiency, the boys write upon 
the fand with the finger, as already defcribed ; and 
in this Mfiy M. Ziegbalg, the celebrated miffionary, 
who fir|i gave a dictionary of the Malabar language, 
acquired his knowledge of that tongue. Arithmetic 
is added to the accomplilbments of reading and 
writing, in the ordinary courfe of ^education, and 
the calculations are performed by the means of peb- 
bly or fmall fhells* 

After this previous difciplinc, the Hindoo youth 
is prepared to enter upon his profeffional duty ; but 
of this he has no choice, every individual adhering 
to that of his family *. — Of the education of the 
native women, we are but little informed. Iheir 
range of duty in fociety is fo limited, tliat the years 
x)f their infancy are probably fpent in learning the 
ceremonies of their religion, and a few domeftic du- 

N3 ties, 

* This peculiarity Is noticed by Diod. Sicul.— Non enim 
fas est, militem agrum colere, nee philosophare airtiCcem.-*. 
Xib, 2d. cap. icth. 
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ties, in which \vc fee the females afterwards engaged, 
Drefs and finery, thofe copious fources of female . 
ftudy, are here hardly known ; at lead they are al- 
ways uniform, and fo extremely limited as to lave 
no room for invention. 

It is not the praftice of the Hindoos to give any 
dowry on the marriage of a dauj^hter .; on the coHf 
trary, when a girl is demanded of her father, and im 
confent obtained, a prcfent is made to him by the in- 
tended hufband, as a token that (he thereafter be- 
longs to him. This probably was originally a pur- 
chafe ; as was the cafe among the early Roman*, 
who were in the ancient law faid to acquire them 
foemptione^ as they did afterwards by the ceremonies 
of confarreation. 

Tiir confinement of the Hindoo women, and the 
j!;cneral purity of their manners, give little room for 
diflblving marriage by divorce. Death is the ufual 
manner in which that conneftion ceafes ; and here 
it was formerly a received opinion, that one of the 
wives of a great man fhould bum herfelf with her 
deceafed hufband. The influence of the Mahome- , 
dan government, and ftill more that of the Bri- 
tifli, has tended to difcourage a practice fo repugnant 
to humanity and reafon. Every argument of diflua- 
fion has been ufed by them, and frequently with ef- 
fect. A Rajah in one of the Britifh provinces hav- 
ing been dangeroufly ill, it was communicated to the 
commanding officer, that his wife, in the event of 
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[is deadi, intcjaded to burn herfetf upon the fame 
>ile. The Rajah had an only child about five years 
)f age. The ;J!j^r<^pc^A commander built his argu- 
nent on this drcpipftance ; and difpatched a native 
o reprefent to th.e .widow, after the deceafe of the 
iajah, the danger .^to which herfon muft beejcpdfed, 
f left to the doubtful care of ambitious relations, 
If ho had often attempted to difturb the^peace e;vjen of 
lis father : that to livp for '•his fake would »be pre- 
erri^ig an important and ;natural duty to an unna- 
urai and imaginary one,;, and that by difcharging 
he office of a tender and prudent mother, flie would 
)eft prove her.aifeftion and>refpe^ for the memory 
)f her deceafed hufband, rHe was ^likewife dqfired 
o fignify to the Brahmins, that flipuld they attempt 
o proceed to the ceremoi^y, ^ officer who com- 
nanded a neighbouring garrifon, would .prevent it. 
The fear of fpme public aO; of violence prevailed 
vith the priefts, and not the arguments ; with thefe 
hey were highly offended, .and even affected to treat 
hem with much contempt. '^The 3R.ajah died, and 
he widow being a woman of fenfe e^id merit, -^''^ 
iten^'ards of infinite ufe to li^s fon. 

Having thus a claim to the protection and good 
)ffices of the perfon, who, it may be faid, had forced 
ler to live, Ihe through his means enjoyed a degree 
)f refpefl: and confiderjition, which, according to the 
:uftoms of the country, flie muft otherwife have loft. 
>he obtained from him feveral marks of indulgence 

N4 fpr. 
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for her fon ; and in one of her letters ihe'expreirei 

herfelf to the following c&'cGt : 

" When you recoUeQ that I am his mother, and 
that you prevailed upcu me to diflionour myfelf for 
Ills fdkc, you will ccaiie to be offended at me foli- 
ciring this favour for him. You forced a duty upon 
m. which does not bclcjng toourfex^ if I fail in 
the execution of it, I fliall be the reproach of all who 
arc allied lo :ne; if I fucceed, and this country floyrifli, 
my oifcnce may be forgotten : my happinefs depends 
upon you ; on mine depends that of many j con- 
fider this and determine*.'* 

Some few of the Hindoos inftead of burning, bury 
the dead ; as the Mahomedans. For this we have 
the authority of feveral travellers. It has not come 
within my obfervation j but Bernier, after mention- 
ing women who burn themfelves, fays ; '' This £on- 
duft, however cruel and barbarous, is exceeded by. 
what the Brahmins do in fome other parts of India: 
for inftead of burning the women who wiih to die 
with their huft)ands, they inter them alive up to the 
chin, and then two or three fall upon them to choak 
them.'' 

Notwithstanding tlie acknowledged tempe- 
rance of the Hindoos, there are amorg them few^ ' 

inftance^ 

c 

f Vide Sketches, &c. vol. i:. "p. $2. 
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"%iftances* of extraorclinar)^ longevity. Even thofo 
ivho are permitted to eat meat, are enjoined to do it 
fparingly. Their. meals are only two; a circum- 
Itance favourable to health, but which feems to give 
them a lefs decided advantage over the Muffulnxans 
than might be imagined* 

Every Hindoo believes, that after death his foul 
continues to exift, and to animate fome being more 
or 1^8 dignified, according to his pad life ; and that 
after undergoing a number of metamorphofes, fuf- 
ficient for its purification, it will be abforbed into the 
divine effence. . Some, it is fa'd, '' believe that their 
fouls are fent back to the fpot where their bodies 
were burnt, there to wait till new bodies are pre- 
pared for their reception. This was one of the 
opinions of Plato, which feems to have been adopted 
by the primitive Chriftians ; for an ordinance of the 
church of Rome forbids having lights, or making 
merriments in the church yard at night, left they 
fh;iuld difturb the* fouls that might come thither.'* 
It feems alfo to have been a notion of the Jews, tliat 
the human foul animated feveral bodies fucceflively, 
and that a mim in the prefent life might fufFer for 
the punilhmcntof guilt contraded in a previous ftate 
,of exiftence. 

The dre& of the inferior part of the natives has 
;ilready been noticed ; that, of the higher ranks does 
not exclude .magnificence nor elegance. Both Ma- 
homedans and Hindoos of condition wcai" a Jama, 
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or gowTi of fine muflin, neatly fitted to tlie tody m 
4he upper part, and floating loofely from the middle^ 
as low as the feet. The former ties his Jama on the 
right fide of the breafl, and the latter on the left: 
•over this is fomethnes worn a Ihort clofe veft of 
worked cotton, or fi!k, braided with fmall flowers 
of filvcr or gold. The turban, the girdle, and the 
flippers, are the mofl highly ornamented parts of 
drefs. Thefe are not only embroidered with gold 
xind filver, but are fometimes adorned with previous 
.ftones. The prefent JJabob of Bengal, on days of 
ceremony, difplays an aflbrtment of jewels and 
pearls on his drefs to a confiderable amaunt. Quin- 
tus Curtius has, in a few words, given a pretty ac- 
curate dcfcription of the drefs of a Hindoo Rajah. 
" Veftis erat auro purpuraque diftindaj quae etiara 
x:rura velabat : aureis foliis inferperat gemmas .: la- 
certi quoque ,et brachia margaritis ornata erant. 
Tendebant ex auribus infignes candore et /magni- 
jtudine lapilli *.'* 

Tiij': drefs of *he women does not vary moreithan 
that of the men, the chief diftinftion confiding in 
the fincnefs of their cloth, and the value of their 
jewels. They in general ^ear a clofe jacket^, which 
only extends downwards to cover the breafts, but 
completely fliews iheir form. It has tight fleeves 
ivhicli reach about halfway from tlie ihoulder to the 

dbow ^ 
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sibow ; and a narrow border round all the edges 
painted or embroidered in xiifF^rent colours. A 
piece of white cotton cloth wrapped fev^rjil times 
^jound the loins^ and fallmg down over the legs to 
the ankle, ferves as a petticoat. A wide piece of 
xnuflin is thrown over the l^ft flioulder, which paf- 
iing under the right arm, is croffed nHind the mid- 
dle; and being tucked under the cloth wrapped 
jround the loins, hangs down to the feet. One end 
of this cloth is fometimes fpread over the head, and 
ferveS for a veil. The hair is rolled up into a knot 
upon the back part of the head, where it is faftened 
.•with a gold pin and ornamented with jewels *. 

Those mental accomplifliments, fo highly prized 
in the ladies of Europe, are avoided by the Hindoos, 
as injurious to that fimplicity of manners, and de- 
jcorous behaviour, which they imagine render them 
eftimable in their families : few of them are taught 
to read or write. The dancing women compofe a 
feparate clafs, and live under the proteftion of go- 
vernment according to their own particular rules. 
Such of them as are deftined to be the votaries of 
pleafure, are taught every qualification which they 
imagine may tend to captivate and entertain the 
other fex. In the code of Hindoo laws there are 
fome provifxons inad^ in their favour. 

The 

* Sketclies of tlic mannew and T^ustoms q£ tic IXiTidoos, 

Vol. il. p. 4$. 
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The drefs of thefe women is various and fantafli- 
cal ; they generally wear, befides the drefs of other 
females, a fort of loofe drawers like troufers ; they 
are fubje^ to no reftraint either in eating or drink- 
ing, excepting the article of beef. Their ankles and 
toes are decorated with gold and iilver rings, to which 
they fometimes attach fmall bells. 



SECT^ 



SECT. XIIL 



EFFORTS 0% EUROPEANS IN THE CONVERSION OF TrfE 
NATIVES. 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1796. 

iTvERY European nation that has hitherto acquired 
terriforial poffeffions in India, as if convinced of the 
deftruftive influence of the Brahminical fyftem on 
knowledge, induftry, and virtue, have laboured with 
confiderable perfeverance and zeal in order to refciie 
its votaries from that ignorance and degradation in 
which this luperftition has involved • the great body 
of the people. 

# Missionaries have been fent out from Europe to 
reclaim the natives from their error, both on the part 
of government, and of individuals ; but ,no fruit has- 

^ been reaped from their labours, in any degree corref- 
ponding to the hopes of the pious, or the liberal' con- 
tributions of the parties concerned. The Portuguefe, 
in the firfl fervour of their zeal, engaged in this mi- 

dertaking 
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clcrtaking with an alacrity that feemed worthy of Is 
importance. Their worlhip, by the number of is 
llunvy ritCv*?, 1)cing in fome degree aflimilatedtodia: 
of their own country, might appear well fuitedo 
captivate the attention' of this fimple people, thoujb 
it niigln not greatly enlarge the underftanding ; y« 
have the eflecis produced in India by all 4heir enda 
vours invariably proved inadequate to the espec- 
fati(^ns formed by the projectors in Europe. 



Thf. great St Vraiicis de Xavier himfelf,' lahovuiil 
long regarded as the apoftle of the Eaft, andviio 
was bdlieved by hiany to have wrought miracles ia ' 
this field of pious induftr)'', has left but fcanty proofs 
of his fuccefs. Though the number of his nominal 
converts was fo confiderable as to obtain for him the ' 
honour* of canonization after his death, yet it cannot 
be affirmed that he has added much to the knowledge, 
induftry or virtue of the poor pariahs, who Hftenei 
with devout admiration to his difcourfe^. 

Ills refidence in India, during a period of ten 
years preceding 1552, is faid to have been fignalifed 
by a number of donvcrfions in Goa, Comorin, Ma- 
lacca and Japan ; but the prefent ftate of chriftianitj 
in thefe parts, affords but fmall corroboration of the 
preternatural gifts that have been afcribed to tins 
great man. llie annals of the Portuguefe church 
in the Eaft, in this period, are as frequently dif- 
graced by credulity and bigotry^ as they were in the 
parent ftate. 

'^ The 
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The Dutch, though that nation has been long'* 
more diftingulfhed for its avidity in the purfuits off 
commerce and the accumulation of wealth, than for 
J&eal in diffeminating religion, has not left the talk 
nntried of converting the natives of its dominions* 
in Afia. Chaplains have been regularly eftabliftied,^ 
not 6nly in Datavia, but at Chinfura and Calcapore 
hi Bengal. At the former fettlement, I have not 
heard of their fuccefs ; but in the two latter, the 
circumftances of the furrqunding inhabitants, being 
die fame with thofe of our own, their labours have, 
been equally unprofitable^ 

A fociety of well difpofed perfons in Britain col- 
fefted a fund many years ago, and fent out mifEon-- 
aries ; and though that eflablilhment ftill fubfifts in 
Calcutta, no converlions of any moment have ever 
dignified its labours. It has for fome time been 
united with a Danilh fociety, formed upon a fimilaf 
f)lan, and with the fame views : after thus combining" 
(heir efforts and their refources^ tfie miflion is at pre- 
fent in a more faiiguifliirlg ftate than ever. An ele- 
gant chtirch has been erefted, but none of the na- 
fiveSy even of the lowefl: caft, have as far as I can leam^ 
ever condefcended to come under its roof: the- edi- 
fice is' therefore lifed as one of the ordinary places of 
wiorfliip for the Englifh inhabitants.. Excepting a few 
G|f the pariah tribe in the neighbourhood of Madras,.- 
who are fometimes feen Kftening to the difcourfes 
of the IVEffionaries, with much greater appearance of 
wonder, than of intelligence^ the^apoftles of the eaft 

cannotf 
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cannot bcaft ol' havii:*; «;'.iincil to their focjiety, c?cn 
t:i')!i: iinr«^»'tir.iarc Hindoo^:, who have been debarred 
all co!ii!iiuuication with the reft of mankind. 

Tri. si: coiifcqiitTccs arc the unavoidable refultof 
the hiboiir (»F convcrfion, as it. has been hitherto car- 
li.cl i)W in India; -cUid by every perfon acquainted! 
v.iih till! iituaticn (( the Ilindoris, they muft have 
hj^n {oivili'.n. Nfcitlur the zeal of our Miffionaries, 
ii»jr tliar (,i' thar cmnitncrs, has been dircfted h 
k:u)\vlai;.i;c. 

"WtiHN the Spaniards are faid to have convertci 
Thoufiinds of thj native Americans^ in a day ; and their 
cl. :•;.;}■ M h;ive achniniflered the ceremony of baptifm 
to inch Tnultitudcs, that they were no longer abfe to 
lii't their hands, thtir enthufiafm impofed upon them- 
'lives, a?id led thcni to iinpofe upon the world. 
Thefe new converts to chriflianity could in no fenfe 
raerit tliat honourable appellation. In order to thdr 
being cliriitians, it was firft requifite to make them 
rcafonable creatures, a title to which favages, with 
hr.rdly a fingle intell eft ual idea; have furely but little 
»:hiim. .' * 



The firfl fruits of the American vineyard, were 
therefore, ufelefs, by being premature. The ac- 
ijuicreence of the fimple convert, in doctrines to him ^ 
incomprehenfiUle, -could be attended with no altera- 
tion either of . belief, or of conduft ; no additional 
light was conveyed to his underftanding,. nor any 

new 
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aew motive fupplied to influence him in the praftice 
of duty. His name and appellation were alone 
changed ; and if there be any virtue in charms or 
names, he was a complete believer from his child- 
liood. 

Were, therefore, the whole body of the multi- 
:ude of Hindofton, from caprice, or views of intereft, 
it once to abandon their fyftera in the prefent ftate 
Df their intelle6tual improvement, the circumftance 
might .be a triumph to the miflionaries : but it 
could by no means be conflrued into a viftory to 
truth ; nor would the number of real chriftians be 
augmented by this apoflacy. In their prefent igno- 
rance, not of religion, but of every moral precept, 
to lay before them the fublime doftrines of chrifti- 
anityij is to violate its prohibitions, by " calling pearls 
before fwine." 

That mental degradation, and univerfal ignorance 
which I have already noticed as charaaerifmg the 
lower ranks of the Hindoos, mufl be previoufly re- 
moved before they can either comprehend, or profit 
by any religious dodrine whatever. When therefore 
the miflionary pitches his tent, and harangues them 
in the lofty ftrains of his gofpel eloquence, his labours 
have been followed by effects fuited to their prudence. 
In Europe, where the circumftances of this people are 
not attended to, or perhaps not generally known, 
much regret is expreffed at this uniform want of 
fuccefs in the work of converfion. You are furprifed 
Vol. I. O that 



'J 10 



INDIAN Ul.L'RnATlONS. 



fliat miracles arc r.«»t wrought, in anageinvhlil 
V(ni ])r()Ris lu bwlicw; ihcy liiivc ceafed. 

Ix his i^rcfcnt Ihiic fi' ii^norance, and under tkl 
icMTor (»t LXcoinmuiiicaiitMi from the Brahmins,bj| 
\v!;oin ;iil his opinions are implicitly guided, tkl 
convcrlion of a Hindoo may certainly be regarded,8 
a lhin;jt fomtwhat miraculous. To fuppofe himalik 
to comprehend the dtxlrines of chriftianity, and i 
lllvrry to emhraee iliem, while no converts have beffi 
mule by them, liii:!::'; a period of near two handRi 
vviirs, ill which they have been preached; would be 
t • alVjrt th.al they were inleric/r in value, or fuppc 
l^y leJ's evivlciicc than the dudrincs of that fyftemio 
v.liicli he C(mthraes t(^ adhere. The doclrina ot 
cliriitJiiriity are aJ.dreiKd to us " as wife men," vho! 
are c^m. married to ^^ judi;e what they fay:". it is 
ilicrJ'Ji'e IV.) objedio-.Mo th:em, that there maybea 
c!c;;i\:; nf i:!:i ranee Ixlow their comprehenfion, ani 
a dei^ree of fupi i liitii. us {-jar, which their alluremenls 
but ill r.udcrlb.'od, cannot ovcrccmie. 

Tier HE mufl, in every mind, be fome degree of 
information, and hw.e ftrciv^ih of intelledl, before a 
preference can be {.ive to any arguments, or anj 
iyllem of opinions \o another — Over total ignorance 
truth has no power. 

In Greece and Rome when the pagan fyftem gave 
way to that of chriftianity, a large portion of the peo- 
ple were capable of comprehending its doflrines, and 

of 
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P examining the evidence by which they are fupport- 
!• A general knowledge both of the one and the 
ther, were difFufed before their reception. The- 
Lrcumftances of the people, were almoft in every re* 
>e£t the reverfe of what they are in India. They 
^ere neither aittached to their theological fyftem, nor 
:s pradical rites by any infurmountable prejudice. 

It was a fabric conftrufted in a rude age; and the 
icreafe of knowledge, in fubfequent times, had wide- 
J expofed its groffnefs and imperfeftion. Horace, 
uvenal, and Lucian, had laflied the abfurdities of the 
^ftem, and the characters of its gods, with equal 
reedom as thofe of their fellow fubjefts ; and before 
leir time, the worfhip of other gods or performing 
ifFerent rites was rather deemed a mark of fup^rior 
iety, than of any malignity of heart againft the eftab- 
fhed deities of the ftate. When therefore a fyftem 
f more rational piety, or finer morals, was' publicly 
nnounced, it met with a fair difcuflion ; and the 
mpire of Jupiter was vanquiftied by that of truth. 
•i 

The moft dignified charafters in the ftate who were 
hofen to perform the fundions of religion, difcharg- 
d their office with outwsgrd gravity, and much in- 
''ard indifference: they beheld with little averfion the 
ivancement of a new fyflem, from which they dread- 
i no evil. There was no numerous hereditary prieft- 
bod to oppofe its^introduftion; or who forefaw in its 
tablifhment the downfall of their order. AH thefe 
rcumftances, in the condition of the natives of India, 
2 are 
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arc cither diiTcrent, or diametrically oppofitc. Here I 
no collifu^u of opinion has ever awakened thdroi- 
riofity or ilurpenal thuir intcUefts. No books era I 
rcacli thrir hands, lo convey information; notevenal 
ne\vfpai?jr is printed in the native language; and,! 
if It Y/crc, only a fev/ of the higher ranks could per- 
life ii. Of all ahftraft ideas, the multitude is almot 
entirely djltituto : to a people in this ftate, itisia 
vain to propo!-j abltract doctrines for difcuffioi 
'J'iicre is hiirdly any fo finiple, as they Ihall unda- 
ftand, and hard4y ary too grofs for their belief. 

IlNFORTUNATr.j.Y for thcni the Brahmins vill 
not allov/ thcni to excrcifo the fmall degree of reafca 1 
thc;y may poiTcfs. Any departure from the cufto- 
nrary rltco, is held up as of all things the moft finH ! 
and net to be expiated by the fevereft puniflunenL 
'J1rus the attachment of the Hindoo to his faith and I 
v;o]lhip, is guarded equally by his Ignorance andli ' 
fears : and it ivS tiie care of the prieflhood, who as I 
here the fole guides of opinion, to keep him undtf 1 
tlie compleat dominion of both. They watch to prt- ' 
fcrve ignorance, not to difleminate knowledge, everj 
inlet to which is guarded as clofely as ^e avenues of 
death. 



From thefe caufes no degree of fuccefs has ever 
fignalized the labours of European miflionaries iB 
any part of India. They feem, at laft, weary of lo 
fruitlefs an attempt, and have either defifted from the 
purfuit, or carry it on with a liftlefs indifference, 

3 
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'which gives no countenance either to the wifhes of 
the pious, or to the lofty expeftations of miffionary 
seal. On the Malabar coaft, and in the Myfore, fome 
^f the lower claffes have attended the miffionaries, 
and have yielded a kind of affent to their doftrines, 
if affent can be given to what is not underftood. 

At different periods, the fervour of zeal, or the ef- 
fufions of humanity, have broke forth, and produced 
liew efforts in favour of the natives : but thefe tran- 
lient exertions have often languifhed before they 
reached fo diftant a fcene of aftion ; or they have 
been overborne by that indolence and diflipation 
which fo frequently charafterifes Europeans, in the 
Eaft. There has lately been devoted to this fervice 
twenty thoufand pounds, a larger fum than any yet 
contributed by any individual : three miffionaries, 
Tupported by the intereft of this fund, are intended 
to be fent to Benares, the great ftbrehoufe of the 
Brahmin fuperftition ; there to combat its ufurpa- 
tions at the very center of their power. Among the 
beft informed part of our fociety, no fanguine ex- 
peftations are entertained, that this projeQ: will ter- 
riiinate more fuccefsfully than thofe which have pre- 
ceded it. 

• While viewing the great mofque at Benares, I 
received a letter from a clergyman in London, ac- 
quainting me that this projeft was for the time laid 
afide, from a refufal of the Court of Direfliors to al- 
low the miffionaries to dapart for India. They fuf- 

O 3 '^^Q^^ic 



11. INDIAN Ri:CREATlON5. 

pcclctl that the pcrfons chofcn would mingle poliis 
with rclif;i(m. No wife man can regret that l 
perlons were prevented from attempting a tat 
which has uniformly difappointed all their predeci 
fors. 



The beft informed perfoxis here are fully of op- 
nion, that to increafc the influence of pure rdigiis 
:j)u n;; the natives, you mull begin by improviflj 
their knowledge ; which can only be eftefted byifr 
ilrucring the youth. Happily the natives have no 
avcrfion to commit their children to the tuition rf 
luiropeans : they are rather ambitious that thc[ 
fhould acquire the accompli fhments of reading anl 
writing Englifli, as the means of enabling them te 
profecute fome lucrative branch of trade, or of k 
troducing them as upper fervants in the employ of 
the Britifli. The Hindoos will not indeed alio* 
their children to eat or fleep under the fame roof 
with Europeans ; but they fufler them to remains 
a day fchool, which, for thefe purpofes, is fufficienl. 

So much is this their dcfirc, that there are fevenll 
of their children now taught by Europeans; M\ 
many more by fuch of the natives themfclves asufrj 
derftand a Ihtle Englifli. Where neither of thefe op- 
portunities can be afibrded, there are many inftancts 
of fpelling books in our bnguage being found flj 
their houfes, and copies for writing, purchafed by 
thofe who imagine they may acquire thefe branches 
of knowledge by riieir own private appL'caticn. The 

ijrcfent | 
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irefent afieflor of the taxes, paid by the natives in 
tae town of Calcutta, has not only perfonally wit- 
.effed all thefe particulars, but has been engaged in 
he inftruftion of the children of fome natives of 
Liftinftion. 

The Hindoos of all ranks are extremely averfe to 
3art with their money, except to the Brahmins : the 
teachers appointed behoved, therefore, to be provid- 
ed witli a falary to be increafcd by the contribution 
of fuch natives as could afford to pay for the inftruc- 
^ion of their child. In every other cafe, the benefit 
rf knowledge would be more acceptable to the na- 
tives by being conferred gratuitoufly. 

In this manner the children of half a million of 
people in Calcutta might be taught to read and 
wrrite : and a foundation laid for putting into their 
hands plain inftruftive books of morality and natu- 
ral religion : and he pays chriftianity a bad compli- 
ment, who imagines, that it will not recommend it- 
felf to fuch as are tolerably acquainted with thefe 
fubjedts. 

There has always been much difficulty in finding 
fober and diligent Europeans, willing to confine their 
profpefts to the painful drudgery of teaching in In- 
dia. The talk of inftrufting the native children 
might probably prove the moft irkfome of any. The 
profpecl of making a large fortune in the cotton, 
filk, or i;idigo bufmefs, however uncertain, has aU 

O 4 ^ ^>j , 






21(5 IKDIAN RECREATIONS. 

ways fufficicnt attraftions to withdraw perfons of edB* 
cation Irom a line of life unjuftly deemed unin^r* 
tant and degrading. 

In the prefcnt circumftances, this obftacle 'cobH 
eafily be funnounted in Calcutta. The childrfl 
born to I'uropcans by native women, are every yar 
hicrcnnng in number, and employment for themii 
foon become a matter of ferious attention : they are 
at prefciit excluded by the regulations, from any a^ 
pcintmcnt in the fervicc of the Company, civil or 
military. Their education, and their limited amli 
ticn, ftcm to point them out as the moft proper pa* 
fons for the tuition cf the native children ; whHl 
their u'Jinbcrs are more than fufficient to fupplyevfr 
ry app;.iiitrnent of this kind, which either the bene- 
volence, piety, or zeal of the prefent age appear fib 
ly to fuggeft. The contemplation of a meafurecf 
this kind, is the more pleafmg j becaiife if it ftall 
ever be adopted, it will place in a ufeful profeffioni 
numerous clafs of unfortunate youth, who for no 
fault of their own, have been abandoned by thor 
progenitors on one fide ; and on account of thdr 
chriftian education, excluded from the fociety (S 
thofe on the other. Had one half of the fum been 
beftowed in this manner, which has been expended 
in haranguing the ignorant multitude, by ftill mort 
ignorant miflionaries, very different confequences 
might have been the refult : at all events, the con 
tributors to the meafure, would have the^ fatisfaftioi 
of having the exercife of their benevolence, approve 
bv tliat of their rea-foiv. 



SECT. xxin. 



THE MAHOMEDAN FESTIVAL OF MOHURRUM. 



Calcutta^ Jan. 1798. 

The ferocity tind enthufiafm which charaftcrifes the 
Mahomedans in this country, is particularly difplayed 
during the feftival of Mohurrum. This is the name 
of the firft month of their year, during the firft ten 
days of which all the followers of the fed of Ali, 
lament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the fecond fon 
of that prophet, by Fatima. 

On the death of Ali, who was aflGsiffinated, a dif- 
ferent houfe fucceeded to the Caliphat ; in the reign 
of Yezzed, the fecond of his family, the inhabitants 
of Cufa fent an embaffy to Hoffein at Medina, to 
requeft him to affume the govdmment, and to affure 
him of their fupport. Hoifein, upon this invitation, 
fet out'from Cufa with his family, and a confiderable 
number of troops. Yezzed receiving intelligence of 



218 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

• 

his march, difpatched after him an army of 10,000 
men, which occupying the ground between him and 
the river Euphrates, cut oIF his fupply of water. 
This event, in the fultry climate of Mefopotamia, 
where life even with that neceffary article, can 
fcarcely be fupported againll the exceffive heat,, 
brought on the crifis of his fate. ,His adherents, 
terrified at the profpecl: of perifhing with thirft, for- 
fook him in fuch numbers, that he foon found 
himfelf at the head of only a fmall retinue of 'fe- 
venty-two perfons, cliiefly his relations. 

After fufFering various diftrefTes, and encoun- 
tering feveral fkirmiflies, this fmall, but determined 
band, was furrounded on the tenth of Mohurrum by 
the armyx>f Yezzed, and entirely cut to pieces. In 
this little troop, Aflier, the infant fon of Hoffein, 
was killed by. an arrow, in the arms of his father :. 
and Hoffein himfelf at laft fell, exhaufted with fa- 
tigue, and fainting under numberlefs wounds. His 
tent was plundered, his women infulted, and his 
head was carried to Damafcus, the refidence of his 
rival Yezzed. 

All thefe events are reprefented by the Muffiil- 
mans and their priefts during the Mohurrum ; on 
the firft day of which the latter mount the pulpits, 
and begin the recital of the life and aftions of Ali, 
and his fons Haffun and Hoffein, defcribing particu- 
^l^ly the melancholy circumflances that attended the 
^fe of the latter, with all the pathos of which their 
^ elo. 
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eloquence is fufceptible. The efFefl: of thefe har- 
rangues on the enthufiaftic muhitude is remarkable ; 
they ftrike their breafts with frantic violence ; they 
weep ; they exclaim, ah Hoffein, Heif az Hojfeiriy 
aUs for Hoffein ! Some parts of this tragical ftory 
are in verfe, and recited or fung in a doleful ca- 
dence. 

During each day of the folemnity, fome parti- 
cular a£l of the ftory is reprefented by people felefl- 
ed for perfonating the different characters concerned. 
EfEgies, and large machines are carried in procef- 
fion through the ftreets : crowds follow, perfonating 
the armies of Yezzed, and of Hoffein, each under 
their refpeSive banners and enfigns. One pageant 
reprefents the Caliph Yezzed feated on a magnifi- 
cent throne, and furrounded by his guards : every 
part of the machinery, though ' conftrufted merely 
for the occafion, is burnifhed with filver and gold; 
and in point of grandeur and fplendid fceneiy, 
the whole exhibition probably furpaffes the fhowy 
proceffipns in the Roman Catholic countries of 
Europe. 

On fome occafions, the facrcd pigeons, which 
the pious Muffulmans believe carried the news of 
Hoffein's death to Medina, are reprefented with their 
beaks dipped in blood, as a confirmation of their 
intelligence: on other days the horfes, on which 
IToffcin and liis brother Abbas, are fuppofed to have 
rode, are reprefented to the people, and are painted 



I 
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as covered with wounds, and ftuck full of arrovs. 
By thefe reprefcntations the zeal of the multitude is 
raifcd to a degree of ardour approaching tophrenzy; 
fomc voluntarily infiid wounds upon themfelves; 
fome engage in conflicts with daggers and fwords, 
and fecm to court death : many in the courfe of the 
Mohurruni are flain ; and as often as this happens, 
it is their unifonn belief, that the fouls of the de- 
ceafcd arc indantaneoufly wafted to Paradife. The 
pious Mahomedan, it is faid, abftains almoft "en- 
tirely from water during the ten days of this folem- 
nity, in commemoration of the dreadful fufferings 
endured by this faint from the want of that ele- 
ment ; many abftain from the bath, and from 
changing their cloaths during that period of forrow. 
On the tenth day the coffins of thofe flain in battle 
are brought forth, ftained with blood ; on them are 
laid the fcimitar and turban of the deceafed, adorned 
with feathers. After the corpfe have been folemnly 
interred, the priefts mount the pulpit, and again read 
the tragical hiftory ; and the whole fervice is con- 
cluded with pious curfes and imprecations upon the 
Caliph Yezzcd, and all his adherents. 

HossEiN. — ^This holy Imaum is believed not only 
to have been a faint, but a martyr ; and throughout 
the whole hiftory he is dignified with the app>ellation 
of Sheljecd^ (martyr.) It is their firm belief alfo, 
that he foreknew his deftiny, but fuffered a volun- 
tar)'- death, as an expiation for the fins of all who 
believe in his name, and are the faithful followers of 

Ali. 
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All. All, therefore, who truly lament the death of 
their Imaum, or pioufly commemorate his fuflFerings, 
it is held, fliall find acceptance at the day of judge- 
ment, and the remiffion of their fms. So great was 
his power, it is aflerted, that had Hoffein exercifed 
the divine energy communicated to him, the whole 
world could not have prevailed againft him ; but on 
his part his fufferings and death were voluntary, that 
his followers might obtain everlafting life. Hence 
among the followers of Ali, it is an effential point of 
faitji, that at the day of judgment, Fatima, the mo- 
ther of the two faints Haffun and Hoffein, will pre- 
fent herfelf before the throne of God, with the 
head of the latter in one hand, and the heart of the 
former in the other, demanding abfolution and par- 
don in their name for the followers of Ali ; nor is it 
doubted that God will grant her requeft. 

The fplendor and magnificence with which this 
folemnity is obferved in Perfia*, and throughout 
Hindoftan, conftitutes an article of heavy expense 
to individuals. The Nabob of Bengal laflt year ex- 
pended on the pageantry of this ceremony what 
would have been an independent fortune to a mo- 
derate man ; and even the common people, his no- 
minal fubjefts, difcovered a liberality in their con- 
tributions which they never difplay on any other 
occafion. 

* Franklin's observations on a tour to Persia* 

ACERE- 
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A ceremony fo fplendid and expenfive, accom- 
panied with a dc^rrce of zeal far more ardSit than 
they have witneir^d among thcmfelves, fails not to 
attraft the notice of Europeans- Tliey* generally 
luni out oa their firfl; vifit to India, to fee the fpec- 
tacle and combats during the Mohurrum ; and no 
one who feels an intereft in human happinefs, can 
be an unconcerned fpeckator. The pious muft la- 
ment, that fo much zeal Ihould be directed to a 
wrong objeft ; and that a faith fo lively fhould be 
unfupported by truth. Iwery man, friendly to the 
intercfts of virtue, muft regret that future happinefs, 
or the favour of Heaven, fhould be held up as at- 
tainable by other means than the practice of piety or 
morality. 

In a political view, the celebration of the Mohur- 
rum for fo long a period as ten days, muft be re- 
garded as pernicious to induftry, and expenfive to 
the people ; while the gentle and humane affedtions, 
which every good government fhould cherifh, muft 
be weakened or effaced by the annual reprefentatioB 
of malTacre and bloodfhed. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXIV. 



RELIGIOUS RITES. 



Mirzapour, Dec. 12^ 1797- 



In order to have a more complete knowledge of the 
praftical rites in fuch univerfal refpefl in this coun- 
try, I this day went to hear prayers from a celebrated 
devotee of that clafs, called Faqueers among the na- 
tive Mahomedans, and Saniaffee by the Hindoos. 
The profeffion fomewhat refembles that of the Men- 
dicant Friars in Europe : it is affumed by all the 
claffes as well as the Brahmips ; and feems to be 
adopted chiefly from indolence and ^ride operating 
on weak minds. This religious man has long at- 
tracted the veneration of the ignorant ; and the 
means he pradtifes for this purpofe feem perfedly 
fuited to operate upon minds of their flender and 
dark complexion. 

His 
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His face was painted red, interfperfed with white 
patches ; his body covered with robes adorned with 
fhining fhells and rings ; his whole countenance and 
manner indicated a mixture of vanity and frantic 
pride which defies language to exprefs. He dif- 
covered evident marks of fatisfadtion at our coining 
to vifit him ; and feemed to entertain no doubt that 
we felt much veneration for his facred perfon. He 
offered up prayers to the Supreme Being, in our fa- 
vour, if thofe howlings and frightful gefticulations 
which he exhibited, can merit that appellation. , Hte 
held feveral holy manufcripts of Sanfcrit Scripture 
in his hands, which he frequently pretended to read, 
but to us he appeared totally blind, and is faid to 
have never been capable, even in his youth, to read 
that language. His long beard was of immenfe 
bulk, and plaited with additional hair, fo as to tic 
in wreaths about his neck. 

This frantic votary of fuperftition conftantly fat 
in a fmall inclofure refembling a pig-flye ; and op- 
pofite to him there flood a fmall altar covered with 
various images of the gods, who are the objefts of 
popular worfhip. Behind him flood a facred cow, 
which the piety of the natives enabled him to keep 
well fed, and in good order. In his company there 
are always two or three natives, who feemed to feel 
peculiar admiration of his fan6lity, and who, it is 
faid, were receiving initiatory inflruftion, as a pre- 
paration for embracing the fame profeffion. Vows 
of abflincnce, and of celibacy, are ufually taken on 

entering 
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entering into this holy order, which appear to have 
been the original of the monaftic vows fo well known 
in E urope. Indeed, the corruptions of chriftianity 
among every ignorant people, affume a ftrong re- 
femblance to the fuperflitious obfervances of the 
Hindoos. There is in both the fame ignorance 
and contempt of moral duties ; the fame veneration 
for images, holy water, and frivolous rites ; the 
fame difcrimination of days, of food ; and a fimilar 
multiplicity of objefts of worfhip. 
• 
The Faqueer, of whom I now fpeak, on being o& 
fered money, displays anger, and a contempt for that 
article, too marked to be fincere: his reafons for re- 
fufing it, were however fufEciently plaufible : ^ What 
need, faid he, have I of monfey ? I no fooner appear 
among the people, than they pioufly fupply me with 
every thing I want ; I am as independent as a king/ 
When his fmall ftore of fubfiftence is exhaufted, he 
fallies forth from his cell into the public market- 
place, uttering the frantic geftieulations and cries of 
his piety. There the multitude crowd around, and 
give fmall contributions of money and provifions; 
and fo deep is their ignorance and delufion, that this 
^ a fource of fupply which he can never exhauft. 
It is extremely unfortunate, that the induftry and 
wealth of the people Ihould thus be fubjected tor 
a continual wafte, which, in its effeds, can only 
contribute to confirm their ignorance, and ftrengthea 
the ties of flavery, by adding to them the bonds o£ 
fuperftitioiv Hardly any clafs of the people is pro- 
P ' hibited 



•J'iH INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

Iilbiicd from cmbraclnj]; this idle and pemidous life; 
and while indolence and pride are predominant fap 
tures in every character of Afia, they muft openic 
as powerful inotivts for its adoption *. 

Sr.vrii.M. young pcrfons attended this religion 
ccU, with a view of initiation to its rites ; theyaR 
dillinj^uifhed by their perfv.ct nakednefs, and thee* 
pofure t)f thofe parts o? whirh modefty enjoins k 
coiiccrihnent. 'i'litir nun^bcrs are in feme of in 
upper provinces f > v/'cat, th:it the patient and cre- 
dulous liberaiiiy of ilic niuives is inadequate tothdr 
fiiT^r.ort ; fr.;in wa;;!. therefore, they ilme from their 
retreuts in i.I;e v.'^cui.s ^uid mounr-dins, to the annoy- 
ance of r.l! iDilLiliry in the diilrift ; and their fup- 
prc'f?ur. !;y iiviliiary force is or.c of the moft frequent 
auxi avd..i^us c-lurts of Lh^. police. 

Tjiith nuinb.r even here is confiderable ; butas 
ihey gencniiy i;re fiii-.;k individuals, they make few 
violent atliicks upon property. Adjoining the cdl, 
v/'iich I have attempted to defcribc^ there isanothfl 
devotee ieen fittinj; in the open air upon the ruin of 
an old Hindoo tenii^le, which has been undermined 
by the Ganges. He alfo is in puris raturaHbuii 
orly his hotly is waflied over with a compolition of 
afhes and cow dung ; and he is remarkable for avow 
that he has made of living upon aflies as his food. 

This^ 

"* Their number has been estimated at iio,ooc. 
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[This aftonifliing violation of the diftates of nature^ 
t is faid, he faithfully adheres to, only ufmg the ne- 
«ffary precaution of mixing up his afties with a little 
weet milk. Sitting in fackcloth and alhes, was a 
veil known expreffion of forrow and repentance 
imong the Jews : how far they may have been in- 
lebted to the Hindoos for its origin, I do not pfe- 
end to determine. It is certain that many of the 
ruftoms of Hindoftan nearly refemble thofe of an- 
ient Egypt and Judea ; and the conjedure that 
;hefe nations, and after them the Europeans, have 
ierived much of their knowledge, and many cuf- 
:oms from India, is daily receiving eiftablifliment 
from new fa£ls and refemblances, difcovered in this 
country. , 

The antiquity of the Hindoo religion^ learning, 
and civil inftitutions, is, I believe, at prefent con- 
tefted by no perfon of information ; while the extent 
of their attainments, and the value of their acqui- 
(itions is conftantly controverted upon more Jplid 
grounds. Hardly a fmgle art in Europe haanie- 
rived its-improvement from our knowledge of India. 
The religion, aftronomy, jurifprudence, and moral 
fcience of the country is daily becoming better un- 
derflood, but nothing has yet been found fuperior, 
or even equal to our own. And it is farther to be 
remarked, that every thing valuable in knowledge is 
here confined to the few. From -every thing like 
fcience, the vulgar are wholly excluded, as a boon 
to them upcommunicable. To the rational comforts 

P2 of 
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of rcll;;i(^n, ihcy arc litter firp.ngcrs, uuldstheoji 
Icrvimr" ( ■[ ihc p:uiinii ccrcinoiiicsof thdrfuperKtioDj 
by fooihiu}^ ihcir terrified iiiia;^iiiation, or gratifyiaj 
their religious pride, can come under that idea. 



TiiK cxa;^n:;crations of Oriental attainments si 
fcience and learning, v. hich fo often appear in prim, 
:\vc to be a{cril)ed to that admirati<ni and furpii^ 
witli \vhich men view monuments of ancient tie 
and literature. Contempuble us the progrefs oi ] 
Hindoo Icience and religious knowledge has .been, 
V. lu'n compared to the duration of that people, the;' ' 
arc Hill entitled to cur indulgence and rejfpecb. For, 
whatever r^i^afon \ve may have to regard the rcligioa 
we profefs, as more dignified in its origin, and racrt I 
rational in its precepts, we ought not to look upon 
the fmctre believers of another, with fcverity or con- 
ten'ipt. To hate or defjife any people, becaufe thef 
do not profefs the fame faith wnth ourfelvcs, or be- 
caufe they have not made the fame attainments ia 
knowledge, is to violate the humane and liberal fpi* 
rit of our own fyftcm ; which enjoins charity ani 
benevolence to all. If, of them to whom much has 
been given, much fliall ])e required, forbearance 
:;nd mutual love mull be expected from Chriftian5^ 
on the moft equitable grounds ; becauJe thcfe duties 
conliitute a fundamental part of their religion. 

In my different ftrjflures on the Hindoo manncR, 
I have purpofely avoided any difculfion of their ab- 
Itraft theological tenets, and their fimilarity or dif- 
ference 
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dfercncc. with thofc of Egypt and Greece. Thefe 
^mquiries have ever appeared the moft fruitlefs and 
unprofitable in the whole field of fcience. To pur- 
sue the abfurd fiftions and puerile wanderings of the 
liuman mind in rude ages upon this myfterious fub- 
jeft, is ,a difficult taik ; and though attainable, is per- 
iiaj)s the leaft ufeful upon which the mind can be 
employed. We are -as yet too little acquainted with 
Sanfcrit books, to determine what was the flate of 
religion in Hindoftan in the earlier ages ; and when 
a more complete knowledge of thefe writings is atr 
fained, w^e fhall probably difcover a few well known 
fentiments, difguifed by a mixtwre of abfurdity and 
error ^ and rfhall iind that the Hindoos, as well as 
^very other people, have, by the improvements of 
of fcience, reached the knowledge of fome ufeful 
truths, while, in other inftances, they .have been led 
aflray by its illufions. 

It is comfortable to refleft, that amidfl fo deep a 
gloom of ignorance and fuperftition, in which fo 
many millions of our fellow creatures in this part 
of the world are involved, there fnould be -found 

gfo little fubveriive .pf fociety, ^nd fo much that 
feems to promote its ends. Human -viftims to ap- 
peafe divine wrath, are not now often facrificcd in 

^ any part of Hindoftan, whatever might have been 
praftifed in ruder periods. 'J lie offerings made at 
the temples, confift of money, fruit, flowers, rice, 

3? S incciifc. 
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incenfe, and fpices, with the offering * mad^attk 
new and full moon, on account of the dead, calU 
the Jraadha. 

In their facred writings, mention is made of the 
facriiice of the Horfe, of the White Elephant, of tk 
Bull, an* even of Man : but the animal to be facri 
fie i' luuft, i-o be accettable, have fo many ptculu- 
riiiv-.-^, th^t it ca.i never be found. This humane 
conunciuary of the Brahmins precludes the eKerdfc 
of cruelty f. 

It is fortunate, that in a country where the great 
body of the people are occupied by the rites of a 
worfhip fo grofs and illiberal, a few Ihould retama 
knowledge of the Supreme Being, and worfhip him 
without the intervention of images, in a manner 
fuited to his nature. The followers of the Nar- 
genny Pooja, or worfliip of the invifible, are deifts; 
men of cultivated minds, on whom the grofs faUes 
of the Brahmins have no hold. One of them, a 
perfon of rank and property in Calcutta, informed 
me, that fevcral men of rank and education were of 
that peruiafion, and acknowledged no deities but thft 
Creator and Governor of the w^orld ; whofe fervice 
was the obfervance ox the laws of morality. In 
every country, the progrefs of knowledge moderates,^ 

and 

* Vide Sketches of the manners of the Hincjoos. 
-f- Asiatic Researches, Sir \V. Jones' Discourses. 
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and fomef lines overpowers fupcrftition among the 
fuperior lanks. 

Though fuperftition tnixes with ieyety aftion of 
a Hindoo's life, yet there are ftated times for public 
worfhip, at which the people, after having bathed, 
refort to the temple. When they come from the 
Tank, they leave their flippers on its bank, and are 
admitted to a veftibule before the temple, where the 
i^iols. are placed. There amidft the profound re- 
verence of the people, the Brahmins perform the 
ceremonies of worfhip ; whilft the dancing women 
perform their exercife in the court, finging at the 
fame time the praifes of the divinity, to the found of 
various inftruments. 

The Hindoos, in the exercife of individual and 
private devotion, as well as public, found a bell, 
and blow a conch or fhell. Then too, they have 
an idol of gold, or filver, or wood, placed upon 
a throne; a cenfer is kept continually burning. 
The idol is waflied in a metal bafon ; and ,cups 
containing rice, fruit, and fweetmeats, are placed 
^ before it ; in the mean time, the worfhipper is re- 
peating his prayers ; and the Bramin, after having 
marked the forehead of the idol with a colouring 
fubftance, impofes a fimilar one on the worfhipper. 
Hence, in walking along the ftreets, you meet the 
people with marks of various fhapes and colours, 
according to the fed and tribe of each. The cere- 

monv 
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mony concludes by dividing the fruit and fweetmeats 
among thofe prefent, and carefully wrapping up the 
idol and his throne, which are laid up till anothef 
ad of worlhip is to be performed. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXV. 



OF THE CRUELTV OF THE MAMOMMI-DANS IN INDIA. 



Allahabad y 1798- 

The muffulman, probably owes his ignorance of all 
polite learning, more to the exclusive zeal and bigot- 
try of his religious fyftem, than to ajiy defe£l: of. na- 
ture. All knowledge but that of the Goran, to him 
appears not only profane, but heretical and finful. 
Thofe who differed from the all-fufBcient fyftem of 
his faith, were deemed not merely contemptible, but 
odious; hence his pious enthufiafm decreed war an4 
• deftrudion againft mankind, and the recorded know- 
ledge pf . paft ages. A competent knowledge of the 
arts and fciences, befides its intrinfic value, and the 
immediate advantages it confers upon fociety, gene- 
rally beftows alfo its bed ornaments. Generofity, 
politenefs and humanity, have always been the'at- 
jtendants, if not the effefts of literature. 

Scilicet ingenuas didicijp Jideliter aries 
Emollit morcs^ nccfinit ejfeferos. 



ttad 
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Had the Roman poet lived in our days, fie might 
have illuflrated his maxim by the hiftory of the Mo- 
guls : their ignorance and contempt of learning has 
ever been acconjpani.-d with cruelty and barbarity to 
the vanquiihed. When that people, under Zengis, 
had fubdued the northern provinces of China, it was 
ferioufly propofed, not in the hour of vi&ory and 
pallion, but in calm deliberate council, to extermi- 
nate all the inhabitants of that populous countn\ 
The execution of this liorrid deiigii was averted, by 
the dextrinis management of a mandarin, who en- 
gaged their avarice in bLiialt of his countrymen, by 
reprefenting the immenle riches thefe provinces would 
yield by the produce of their manufacrures. 

" In the cities of Afia, fays Mr Gibbon *, the in- 
human abufe of the rights of war, was exercifed with 
a regular form of dilcipline : The inhabitants who 
had fubmittcd to their difcretion, were ordered to 
evacuate their houft^s, and to affemble in fome plain 
adjacent to the city; when a divifion was made of the 
vanquiflied into three parts. The firft clafs confilted 
of the foldiers of the garrifon, and of the young men 
capable of bearing arms ; and their fate was inftantly ^ 
decided : They wei^e either maffacred on the fpot, | 
or enlifted among the Moguls, who, with pointed 
fpears, and bended bows, had formed a cirde 
round the captive multitude. The fecond clafs 

compofed 

* Decline and iixU of the Romm empire, vol. iii, p. 367. 
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compofed of the young and beautiful women, of the 
artificers of every rank and profeffion, of the more 
wealthy or honourable citizens, from whom a private 
ranfom might be expefted, was diftributed in equal 
and proportionable lots. The remainder, whofe life 
or death was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were 
permitted to return to the city ; which in the mean 
time had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; and 
a tax was impofed on thofe wretched inhabitants for 
the*indulgence of breathing their native ain 

'' Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, when 
they were not confcious of any extraordinary rigour. 
But the moft cafual provocation, the flighteft motive 
of caprice or convenience, (he might have added 
zeal,) often provoked them to maffacre a wholepeople* 
The ruin of fome flourifhing cities was executed with 
fuch unrelenting perfeverance, that, according to 
their own expreffions, horfes might run without 
ftumbling on the ground where they once flood. 
The four great capitals Khoraffan, Maru, Neifabour, 
and Herat, were deftroyed by the armies of' Zengis ; 
and the exact account, which was taken of the flain, 
amounted to 4,347,000 perfons." 

TiMUR, the founder of the dynafty lately on the 
throne, was educated in a lefs barbarous age, and in 
the profeffion of the Mahomedan faith ; but the zeal 
of the miffionary feems to have filenced the diftates 
of humanity. His profeft admirer and hiftorian, 
Shcrefeddin Aly, informs us that he maffacred in his 

3 . c-^^Nsj 
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camp before Delli?, 100,000 Indian prifoners \vfa# 
had finiled when the army of their countrymen ajv 
peared in their fight. Several lofty towers were erec- 
ted by him of human fculls ; and, for thefe ftruftures 
Ifpahan furniflied 70,000, while Bagdat was condem- 
ned after a revolt to fupply 90,000 heads *. In imi- 
tating tich favage monfters of his nation, the celebrar- 
cd Attila might jiiftly affume the well-earned iepitbet 
of the Scourge of God, as a title of his royal dignitj'. 
Did not our own experience, and the prefent conckft 
of the Moguls, fo ftrongly countenance thefe feels 
recorded in hiftory, it would be almoft impoffible to 
•^ icld our aflent to their truth. Since the arrival of 
many liuropeans now in India, aftions equally bar- 
barous have been committed under their|eye, though 
the weaknefs of the prefent Mahomedan princes 
may have confined the extent of their cruelty to a 
uarrower fphere. The fortune of w^ar has placed feve- 
ral European and native detachments in the power of 
liyder Ali and of Tippoo, and the treatment they in 
general received was equally inhuman, and f>erhap6 
iis incredible as any of the aboN-^. In detailing faiSts 
ihat fo deeply affcd the character of a whole people, 
you have a right lo the beft authority. I fhall gladly 
relieve myfelf from the refponfibility, by giving you 
the veiT words of a rclpeSable oilicer, who has been 
himfclf a witnefs to tlie fuflcrings he defcribes, and 
*v!iich he has had the misfortune lo fhare. 

"^ I4cis, ill & note, p. 363, 
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^* The Chief, to whom Colonel Baillie held up 
the flag of truce^ treated it at firft with contempt^- 
and at the fame time endeavouring to cut off the Co- 
lonel. A few minutes after this^ our men received 
orders to lay down their arms, with an intimation 
that quarter would be granted. This order was no 
fooner complied with, than the enemy rufiied upon 
them in the mofl ferocious miimerj feven eighths olf 
the whole were put to the fword ; and but for th6 
humane interpofition of the French commanders, 
LalLy and Pimoran, who implored and infifled with 
the conquerors to (hew mercy, the gallant remains 
of our little army muft have fallen a facrifice to that 
favage thirft of blood with which the tyrant difgracc<l 
his vidlory. 

" While the enemy's horfe and elephants marcli- 
ed again and again in barbarian triumph over the 
field of battle, the wounded and bleeding Englifli, 
who were not inftantly trodden to death by the feet 
of thefe animals, lingered out a miferable exiflence, 
expofed in the day to the burning rays of the verti- 
cal fun, and in the night to the ravages of foxes, 
jackals, and tigers, allured to that horrid fcene by 
the fcent of human blood. Many officers^ as well 
as privates, ftripped of all that they had, after pro- 
trading hour after hour, and day after day, in 
pain, miferably perifhed : others rifing, as it were 
from the dead, after an ^credible lofs of blood, 
which induced for a time the mod perfeft infenfi- 
bility an^ ftupefaftion, found means to rejoin their 

■ friends 
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friends in chains, with wlioiii they were deftined for 
yc:irs to fharc the horrors of a jail, rendered ffiD 
more dreadful by frequeu'^ a]:preheniion of that af- 
faflination, which they had the moil undoubted 
proc^fs, had been praclil'ed on numbers of their fd- 
low llittcrers, diiperl^jd in diiicreiit places of con- 
finement, throughout the dominions of a barbarous 
cnjmy. 

" Many of thefe unforUinate-ofHcers were, mfafi, 
cut off by poifon, after fufferinjj every indignity 
which the moft wanton ci*uehy can inflicl. Under 
thefe hardftiips, feveral died, and were caft, not into 
a grave, but into a jungle, where the jackals de- 
voured their emaciated carcafes. Some were driven 
to madiief^, a few were compelled to embrace, at 
leaft outwardly, the Mahoniedan rcli^non, and were 
forced to fubmit to the difgraceful rite of initiation. 
This was in general the fate of the bo)T> ; who were 
intended to recniit and improve the army of the 
conqueror. Their lot was, perhaps, the moft ex- 
cruciating of all ; fince it was embittered, not merely 
by perfonal fullering, but by a feeling of degradation 
and felf-reproach for their involuntary apoflacv. As 
often as they were feen by their countrymen, from v 
the jail, performing the cxercife under the lafli of 
their mafters, and in Mahoniedan drefs, tears from 
Ihame, rather than from pain, were feen to drop 
from their eyes. 

.« That 
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*' That this treatment was not more charaderiftic 
of the tyrant's crueUy, than that of his flaves, the 
prifoners witneffed many mortifying proofs. The 
men who carried the doolies of the fick, as well as 
fome others of the lower cafts of people in Hyder*s 
dominions, frequently reviled them in terms too 
grofs to be repeated. They told them that they 
Ihould be forced to eat their own dung, and ex- 
preffed their hope, " that when they arrived at the 
place of deftination, Hyder would not fail to put 
them to death/' 

You will, from declamations you hear againft 
European rapacity in the Eaft, be led to attribute 
thefe feverities to the antipathy, or revenge of the 
Myforean king ; but it does not appear, that in fimi* 
lar circumftances, he would have treated his coun- 
trymen, or even his own fubjefts with greater hu- 
manity. The emperors of Hindoftan have ahvays 
been in the habit of treating their enemy with cruel- 
ty ; and the head of a fallen foe has ever been the 
moft grateful prefent a dutiful fubjed could offer to 
his fovereign. Stratagems, treafons, and maffacre, 
comprehend the whole fcope and range of Indian 
politics.; nor is the man who fuccefsfully praftifes 
them, regarded with fo much abhorence as admi- 
ration. When a defpot dies, hereditary fucceffion is 
not fo invariably the rule of fupplying the vacant 
throne, as the power or addrefs of the competitors : 
and the elevation of a fon to the Mufnud is the 
fignal of death to all his brother^ During the mofl 

flourilhing 
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iiOii:iliii:>^ jvjrlotl of \hc ?»Tof;ul Empire, tljehjTW- 
rriticLil -.\n'vnf:/u])e \\»\(!:(.'d tlic fcvptrc fromhkowii 
f;ithK*r ■* ; n^.ul iinjn'iloiial him lor life in his palace, 
hy the inilrr.nu'nmlity of his graiidfon. While the 
ufunKr coininirted this onrraiijc 'ac^ainll filial dutv, 
he v.r\s rcli;.;ioufly \vt /Whipping at the tomb of his 
graiuifath'jr Acbcr ; aiul, as the reward of histrca- 
foil, he enjoyed the throne of Hindoftan for near half 
a century, ancl tran!'iiuttcd liis name as an example, 
not as a warning, to his poflerity. The prefent em- 
peror, auer liaving his eyes put out by his rebellious 
fubjecV;, fiiilers daily indi-iiitics worfe thad death 
to a rnind of any feniibillty. 



h 

o 
c 
it 



The prefent Nabcb of Oude, after the elevation 
of his brother, had frequent attempts made againft 
his lil'c by poifon ; which he endeavoured in vain to 
retaliate in the liiine manner ; nor have either of 
thefe intended aflaffins forfeited the cfteem or alle- 
giance of their fubjefts. It is firmly believed, that 
the fhort reign of Vizier Ali, Avhich intervened be- 
tween that of the brothers, was marked by two dif- 
ferent attempts to murder the Englifh officers, aiid 
the (Tovernor-Gencral. Colonel Dov»^, unable to de- 
ny this propenfity to cruelty, or controvert fuch a v 
train of fafts, endeavours to palliate it by urging the 
neceillty laid upon every individual of royal birth, 
who has no alternative between the throne or a grave; 

■ '^ . ■ but ^ 



* Shab Jchaiji yiJe Dow's Hist* Hlndostan. 
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ut this very nccefTity originates in the cruel maxims 
f Mogul government ; and the dreadful efteft of 
ruelty, is by him inadvertently held up to palliate 
s guilt. 



r.* 



Q 



SECT. 



SECT. XXVL 



O? SOME DETACHED CUSTOMS AMONG THE NATIVB. 



Mirzapour^ Dec. 9, 1798. 

An European on firft beholding the cottages of tie 
Hindoos, is ftruck with the meannefs of their ap- 
pearance. The whole ftock of furniture and clothinj 
of a family, make a very humble (lore to fupply tic 
wants of fix or eight perfons : but thefe wants areia 
general proportioned to the means of fupply, and in 
a year of ordinary plenty, a native of this country is 
not much more at a lofs for the neceffaries of lifc 
than an European. A family that has never drank any 
thing ftronger than w^ater, nor eat a more fubftantisi' 
meal than rice and vegetables, is placed as nearly as 
human beings can be beyond the reach of fortune. 

Amidst all their penury, therefore, the Hindoos 
apparently enjoy a larger fhare of domeflic comfort 
than could be looked for in fuch circumftances. 

The 



ufei 
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The members^of a family, like thofe of the ftate, pay 
implicit fubmiffion to the head of it; and look up to 
Jiim with great refpect. There are here few inftances 
of undutifulnefs to parents ; fo far otherwife, a fon 
"will not fit down in the prefence of his father, un- 
lefs he receives his command fo to do. The women 
are remarkable for gentlenefs and fubmiffion : their 
Ceclufion from fociety is, among the lower ranks, but 
partially inforced *, and where it is moft rigid- 
ly adhered to, probably occafions little regret, as 
ideas of bappinefs are much influenced by habit; and 
a Hindoo female is equally furprifed how enjoyment 
fliould be found in company, as an European lady 
can be at her bearing the horrors of confinement. 
Expofed to few of the afperities of life, and ftrangers 
to ambition, a native family enjoys not only tranquil- 
lity, but contentment and cheerfulnefs ; and even 
under defpotic government, is perhaps lefs frequently 
iifturbed in its noifelefs tenor of life^ than one in the 
Came fphere in Europe. 

In the private merrymakings of the Hindoos, great 

ufe is made of mufical inftruments, as well as vocal 

Q 2 performances. 

* Froin every enquiry I have made of the inhabitants in the 
iitcrior parts of India, I find v^-here there are few strangers they 
lo not cojifine their women. The people are naturally shy, and 
Trcvn religious prejudices refrain from intercourse with stran- 
j^crs. Dr Robertson is probably well founded in his conjecture, 
liat the degree of restraint in which the Hindoo women are 
Ccpt, U borrowed from their Mahommedan conquerors. 



\ 
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]ii:rfi»rni;inccr.. The airs arc fimple aiid not unp!-: 
liint. V'u\: wDrlis Ii;ivc been a principal amufcEiS 
at public rt'jc. icings from the earliefl periods. B 
bulls, OY blue li|4;hts, employed in befiegcd phcs,? 
oblcrve the motions and i)L)lilions of the eneuiyi 
rin;^ the nip;ht, arc in ufe all over India, aiiiij 
j^rcater p.rlVclinn than in Europe. In thofepo 
that have never been vifited by Europeans or & 
homedans, rockets are found, a weapon alnwlli 
univerfal ufe in Indian war. This inftrumem Ci*| 
fifls of a tube (if iron about eight inches lbng,a- 
an inch and a half in diameter, clofed at one 
It is filled and faftened to a bamboo about thetl 
ncfs of a walking cane, and about four feet l(ai}| 
which is pointed with iron. At the oppofite eml 
the tube from this point, is the match: theitfj 
who ufcs it, points the end of the fliaft which is to 
with iron, to the object at which he aims; andi. 
ting fire to the match, it flies off with great velocS. 
From the irrcjndaritv of its motion, the rockei 
difficult to be avoided, and it fometimes aQs 
confiderable cffeft, efpecially among cavalr}'. 

The late embafiy to China, has ■ eftabliftied t 
great prouciency made by that people, in c^^^l 
fpecies of fire-wovk, and particularly in their noto-l 
nal iUumina'iions ; yet it docs not appear, that eiAtfj 
they or the Hindoos were acquainted with' the ufe^ 
artillery before tlie Europeans. In the Gentooto 
there is a prohibition of the ufe of fire arms, buttb 
words fo tranflated, may be equally trulv rendcK 
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dffns of ^re. Mention is made in Sanfcrit of flie- 
tagney, or the weapon that kills an hundred men at 
Once, which has been tranflated cannon ; but thefe 
fexpreffions afford hardly any proof of the Hindoos 
being poffefled of fuch a difcovery. Guns are now 
ufed over all Hindoftan, and had they been equally 
common at the period when the country was firft vifit- 
ed by Europeans, there can hardly be a doubt that 
they would have attracted their obfervation. 

The final folution of that queftion which has been 
confiderably agitated of Lite, whether the eaftern or 
European nations firft underftood the ufe of fire arms, 
will probably reft in favour of the latter ; a fubftance 
poflelTing many of the properties of gun powder, was 
?'nown in Afia long previous to its difcovery ini 
Europe, but it does not appear to have been applied 
much to the improvement of the art of wary and for 
the ufe of artillery, not at all, . ^ 

Several changes in that art are however certainly ' 
introduced in Afia. The ufe of chariots is frequent- 
. ly mentioned in the Sanfcrit writings, and from thefe 
ill appears that the infantry were placed in the center, 
cavalry on each flank of the army, and beyond thefe 
chariots of war*, 
• Q S The 

* Vide the HeetopadWj translated by Mr Wilkins Q^uin-r 
tus Curtius mentions the same fact, lib. 3. c. 14. 
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The Ilintloo code contains feveral reg 
which may be regarded as their law of nalkas,! 
which charafterife them as a humane, and ini 
refpccls a civilized people. It prohibits notonki 
^vc^JHMlS termed fire-arms, but all poifoned is! 
mcnts. It forbids alfo violence to all incapal)k«| 
defence, or who folicit quarter. It forbids J 
flaughter of any one who has no means of ( 
of a perfon who is fitting down ; of him whoiss 
ked, or afleep; and in (hort of every perfon Mt» 
tually engaged in hoftilities. 



The inftitutlons of the Hindoos, like thofcof 
ry other nation in an imperfed ftate of impro^ 
retain, along with thefe humane provifions, ann 
feemly mixture of their priftine barbarilm. Ti 
by ordeal, which was formerly fo common 
the half civilized nations of Europe, ftill keeps 
place in the Hindoftanee code : various fpecisi 
this trial are there particularized, and the 
mode of conducting them defined. . Fire or vater 
mofl: ufually employed, but other methods are fa 
times adopted by choice of the parties*. A perh' 
of rank being accufed of correfponding withh^j 
enemy in time of war, thus writes; " Let my acctt* 
be produced ; let me fee him face to face ; lei ^ 
nioft venemous fnakes be put into a pot ; let us p* 

(Si 

^ Vide Asiatic Researches, ^vhcre this mode of trial is ^ 
•:cribed at large. 
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ur hands into it together ; let it be covered for a 
ertain time ; and he who remains unhurt (hall be 
cuiocent.'* 

A mode of trial which leaves the decifion of a 
:aufe to chance, or the immediate interpofition of a 
niraculous power, certainly indicates a ftate of fo- 
:iety not far advanced in the fcience of jurifpru- 
ience. Yet when the caufe is perplexed, fuch an 
ippeal feems natural enough to a fimple people. It 
Kvas adopted by the Jews in an early period : and 
imong them it was accompanied, as it is here, with 
ill the folemnity of a religious ceremony, to render 
t more awful and impreffive upon the minds of the 
parties. 

There feems„ as formerly obferved, to be a con- 
Sderable fimilarity between fome of the rites and re- 
ligious obfervances of the Jews and the eaftem na- 
tions. The SannialTes or Faqueers, who feparate 
themfelves from the reft of mankind, in confequence 
of a vow, refemble the Nazarites among the Jews, 
whofe condufl: was regulated by certain legal injunc- 
tions. Vide Numb. ch. ii. v. 2. " Speak unto the 
children of Ifrael, and fay unto them, when either 
man or woman (hall feparate themfelves to vow a 
vow of a Nazarite, to feparate themfelves unto the 
Lord, &c/* — V. 5, " All the days of the vow of 
his feparation there ftiall no razor come upon his 
head j ujatil the days be fulfilled, in which he fepa- 
rateth to the Lord, he fhall be holy, and Ihall let the 

Q 4 locka 
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locks of the hair of his head grow, "-i— v. 6, *' AH 
the days that he feparateth himfelf unto the Lord he 
fliall come at no dead body.** This particular relat- 
ing to approaching a dead body, is ftridly a part of 
Hindoo manners at prefent. A party coming from 
the Ganges with water, if met by a dead perfon car- 
ried thither, pour out the water as impure, and 
bring another load* 

Tn 'i law of retaliation was obferved among* both 
nations : both were difpofcd to fubftitute certain 
rites, inftead of religious duty : circumcifion is the 
initiatory ceremony to the religion of both ; and a 
Jew, as well as a Muflulman, relied his hope of fal- 
vation upon that, and other obfervances equally fri- 
volous. It required ftrong efforts on the part of the 
firft teachers of Chriftianity, to convince the former 
that reftitude of conduft was of more importance 
than outward fliow ; and that " neither circumcifion 
nor uncircumcifion availeth any thing, but a new 
creature.** We find that they, as Well as other un- 
informed nations, paid a fuperftitious regard to cer- 
tain days, and entertained an averfion to certain fpe- 
cies of food ; though in this they were not en- < 
couraged, but difavowed by their beft teachers who 
declared *' their fafts, their new moons*, and their 
fabbaths to be an abomination.** The fimple 
doftrine which teaches to " ceafe to do evil, and 

learn 
• 
* The Mussulmans, as well as the Jews, pay a kind of wp^- 
*hip to the new moon- 
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arn to do well/* has been unpopular with the 
lultitude in all countries. To them the belief of 
lyftery, and the practice of fuperftition is eafy ; but 
le reformation of life, is like the afcent from hell, 
Uc labor^ hoc opus. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXVII. 



«F TilE STATE OF LITERATURE AMONO THE NATIVl? 
OF 1NDL\. 



Allahabad, July 1797- 

The learning of the Hindoos and Muflulmans, as 
to the quantum of it, has of late been the fubjeflt of 
much diicuffion. Parties have been formed, ead» 
with a fyflem to defend ; one carrying their pretefl- 
fions to knowledge above all reafonable bounds; 
and the other attempting to depreciate their attain- 
ments in fcicnce to a ftandard, perhaps, lower than 
the truth. 



Few of their books have yet been tranflated into 
the European languages, or made the objefts of im- , 
partial criticifni. All their flock of knowledge, 
whether great or fmall, is confined to the various 
manufc.ipts, either preferved in the public libraries, 
or in the cabinets of the learned. 

1 Thi 
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The art of printing being unknown, or at leafl: 
never praftifed, literature in India has always necef- 
farily been confined to a very narrow circle : the 
author of Seir Mutakhareen, giving an account of the 
learned men who flourifhed in the time of AH Verdi 
Khan, furnifties a few hints that will ferve as a bafis 
for forming an impartial eftimate of the ftate of Ma- 
homedan literature. Whether his prejudices led 
him to overlook the Hindoo fages of that period, or 
whether their want of merit rendered them unwor- 
thy of his notice, is a point which we do not venture 
to decide : the faft is certain that he particularizes 
none of the unbelievers. 

The firft of this illuftrious body who decorated 
the reign of Ali Verdi, was Moluvy * Naflyr, born 
in the province of Behar. This man, we are told, 
was " a fcholar of fo great credit, that he followed 
his mafter into Perfia ; and though his poverty ob- 
liged him to walk all the way on foot, he did n6t 
omit a leffon any one day." His attainments are faid 
to have correfponded with this ardour of purfuit : 
for he is reprefented as profoundly verfed in aftro- 
nomy, mathematics, and algebra. He attained to 
the rank of fecond meffenger from the Perfian 
court, to carry its difpatches to the governors on 
the frontier provinces towards India. He returned 
at laft to India, where he obtained a jaghir in his 

native 

* Moluvy is the title corresponding to Dcctor. 
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native province, nuar PjitiKi, wlicrc liis pofterity nov 
live." 

SvToi is the account given of this great man, by 
Gohun HoiVein Khan. Wiih regard to his aftro- 
noniy and alj^ebra, it is to be obferved, that thcfe 
fjiences were cliielly employed in calcuhtting nati- 
viiit^s, and predicUnL^ future events, from the pofition 
of the heavenly bodies. According to this author's 
own teltimony, every prince or governor of a pro- 
vince kept in his retinue a number of aftrologers, 
Vv horn he confulted on every enterprize, nor would 
they move from their flation on the niofl; urgent bu- 
fniefs till a favourable hour had been decided upon 
by thefe fagcs. Even at prefent, after two hundred 
years intercourfe with the Englifli, their appetite for 
divination and prophecy has not much abated. The 
Nabob of Oude confulls his aftrologers what drefsit 
will be moft lucky to appear in each day ; at what 
door he is to go out, and by which to enter his pa- 
lace after an excurfion. The pooreft of the people 
Vvull ftrip off their rags to engage a fortune-teller to 
declare their future deftiny ; and for this they will 
part with a dinner, though they may not have a meal 
befides. Probably the greateft merit of the cele- 
brated Moluvy Naffyr confifted in his knowing the 
language of the north of India, and interpreting ta 
men in office from the Perfian Court. 

This panegyrlft declares that he became *Sa pro- 
ficient in the whole circle of the fciences,*' fpecif)ang 

the 
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the m^ithemarics as one fource of his renown ; how^ 
ever you will recolledl, that as there w^as at thi^ 
period no fort regularly conftrufted in India, nor 
any tolerable train of artillery, the Rev. Mcluvy's 
mathematics muft have been chiefly fffeculative. 

The next in rank among the Mahomedan fcholars, 
is the fon of Naflyr, Daood Aaly Khan. It is faid 
of him, " that having obtained the whole paternal 
eftate, by the partiality "of his father, he portioned 
it*out among the different members of the family, ii^ 
the manner regulated by the laws of God'*/^ 

After having in this manner arranged his affairs, 
we are informed, " that he felt himfelf fired with a 
defire of vifiting the gate of the pontif of this worldf: 
of beholding the completion of mufTulmanifmJ ; and 
of kifling the threfhold of that door which is watch- 
ed by hofls of angels ||, 

^* After having enjoyed to his contentment the 
meafure of happinefs after which his heart panted, he 
returned to the place of his nativity, and pafTed away 
his time in affifting the Seyds and negeflitou3§. In 

the 



* That Is of the Goran. 

f Ncdjcf. . t Mecca. 

II Medina, where i^ the tomb of Mahomet* 

J Seyds are the descendents of All. . 
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br.d (Patna). Tlis knowledge \vas in much repute, 
and liis coinpofitlons in much eftcem and celebrity, 
but I cannot fpcak properly of them, having no per- 
IbuLil knowledge of either." I 

Tins {ketch is truly characteriftic of the learned 
in a country where the art of printing is unknovB. 
An author of the firll celebrity has never been read by 
a learned nol)lcnian, who was almoft his contempc 
rary. 'J1ie Pcrfian news paper, (Acber) is ftill in 
iiianurcript, after an intcrcourfe with Europe of. two 
hundred years. 

" MoLuvY Mahmed Aarcf is the fourth of the lite, 
rary clianiders of the age; he was eminent for know- 
ledge, arid one of thufe men fond of corners and re- 
tirement. He died early in the reign of Aliverdi 
Klian, and was entombed in the caftle of Azimabad*, 
w liere he always refided. One of his difciples Shah 
(iurgt, was a pious man whom I have often feen. 
He lived at a diftance from the world in folitude and 
celibacy, and fpent his time in" prayer. 

" The fifth was Meer Ruftem-aaly, a man fatisfied 
with his corner J, but not deftitute of fcience and 
erudition : this at leaft is the charafter given of him, 

by 

* The tombs of religious mussulmans arc visited by pilgrims; , 
r.nd arc illuminated by pcrpetuiil lamps, placed in a niclie at 
the end. 

-|- tiaint Wolf. % Literally translated. 
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3y thofe perfons, that much frequent religious men*. 
L know him but little : he paffed for a man verfed in 
:he Goran, and capable of all the fubtleties of ex- 
planation. 

*« The fixth learned perfon was Shah Mahmed-a* 
men, who lived in celibacy ; a man much verfed in 
:he Goran, and fo very intelligent, as to be inferior 
Dnly to an angel. Intent both interiorly and. exteriorly 
Dn th^ fervice of God, hefeemed brim-full of the rays 
^fhis maker* s love !• His words and adtions made fo 
much impreffion on my mind, that when I went, on 
the fame of his charafter, to pay him a vifit, I felt 
within myfelf, on entering his dwelling, fuch a difguft 
at the avocations of this world, and fo ftrong an in- 
clination to abandon this borrowed habitation, and 
to addia myfelf wholly to the love of God, that I 
had nearly taken a final refolution on that fubjed. 
He pafTed the night in adoration and mortification, 
always awake, and fleeping by day hardly a fingle 
hour. His dwelling was conftantly thronged by vi- 
fitors; while he was fo intent upon the objeft of his 
love, and pronounced the ejaculation, my beloved! 
with fuch emphafis, and drew from his breaft fuch 
deep fobs, that the hearts of his vifitors were fet on 
[ire. Shah-Mahgied his mafter was celebrated at 

Vol. I. R Azimabad 

^ Sovereign princes paid visits to learned men 3 and pros- 
trated themselves before themj and when visited by them, 
they went to meet them, and placed them on the same musnud. 

f Persian idiom, preserved in this phrase. 
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r.rr.r.us auJ prodigies; and he fa" 
ycw'-.n.; i' s.':\i.r:. j.-ii-'iiciy, v.hcn his temper foftend, | . ti 
lur lij was loiii^.i.i: r«.'.;;i;h and paflionate. ** ft^ d 



A/.illl'alJlKi i' 

1 



"i'lii.i^i. iii'i' :i i'lv. .' ii;cr r.\f^^c3 celebrated bvthisE 

' L 

t«)r::r.i, liit it is pror/abic liiat you have by thisMJ 
r.irpia! a ((•LraMy accurate notion of the ftateoffcl 
cncc anujiij; the cr'^(iiurors of India: their celebrity is 
a/'raircvl and iiphi Ki by means exacHy fimilartothflfe 
piVAiliV.! hy dur lainis in the darkeft ages of paplif 
norancc. 'Hic Kru: vacyIi is attached to their celibacy, I 
ll:tir rctiroriiLiu from thcwDrld, their miracles and | 
tl;v.ir dL-votion : and a fiir.ilar reverence, or n 
worfnip IS v'Aii] to tlieir afhos, as our learned afiu 
puuis ;iiK'v fK.rs paid to thofc of St Dunflan, or Tho- 
mas a licckct. 



'riu: fame of fainti'nip and profound learning, is 
perhaps more cafdy acviuircil among the higheft claffes 
in Aiia, than it ever was in Kurope among the vulgar: 
fv^r it is to be rc:nembercd, that the worthies here cele- 
brated all lived in tlie prefent age, were of the high- 
ell raid;, and enjoyed the admiration of princes. 

No notice is taken of any Hindoo of literature by 
tills author : nor is this probably owing to his bigot- 
ted attachment to INTahomcdanifm ; it does not ap- 
pear tlKit there are any at prefent of fufficient merit 
to entitle thern to a place in his lift, fuch as it is. 



When 
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WTHEN^fuch are the acqulfirions of men of the 
heft rank and learning, you may conjefture the 
Jorable ftate of ignorance in which the great body 
the people are involved. They are deluded and 
ndered by every rude pretender to fanftity : 
ir religion confifts wholly of rites, and their fciience 
:harms. To gain their admiration, it is fufficient 
affume a fantaftic drefs, and to utter fobs and 
ulations. 

\.Bui. Fazel, the minifter of Acber, fubmitted td 
tuition of learned pundits, for many years, and 
written an abftraft of Hindoo fcience at once in- 
d, fubtle, and unintelligible*. The fame thing 
pened to Dara Sheko, the elder brother of Au- 
^zebe, who, after many years profound refearch ^ 
left a Iketch of his attainments, that demonftrates 
ling fo much as the futility of his purfuit. 

IR William Jones himfelf, who carried on the 
[y of Sanfcrit literature with greater fuccefs thaii 

other man, feems often bewildered, and becomes 
itelligible to himfelf in purfuing thefe fubtleties 

conceits, which have been dignified with the 
le of fcience : and it may fafely be aifirmed that 
no fubjeft did he ever beftow fo much labour, 

derive fo little ufeful knowledge. In a paper 

a this fubjefl:, communicated to the Society in 

R 2 Calcutta, 

• V. 

It is contained in the 3d vol. of Aycen Acbery. 
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Calcutta, he thus concludes: ** It refults^from this 
aiialyfis, (of 1 lindoo literature,) that the Veda, Upa* 
veda, Vedaiiga, Pui-ana, Derma, and, Derfana, lit | 
the fix great laflras, in which all knowledge, divine | 
and human is fuppofed to be comprehended. Whet 
ever we direcl our attention to EUndoo literaiun, 
the notion of infinity prefents itfelf ; and the longell 
life would not be f\ifficient for the perufal of near 
500,000 ftanzas in the purana, with a million more, 
perhaps, in the other works before mentioned. " 



SECT. 






SECT. XXVIII. 



OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICJE. 



I'he police of India, as conduced by the later em- 
perors of Hindoftan, forms an important fubjeft of 
enquiry. The principles of it were meant to be ad- 
hered to by the Europeans who fucceeded to their 
power, while its abufes, which had crept in Airing 
the decline of the empire, were to be corrected. 

Unfortunately the whole knowledge obtained 
in thefe branches of adminiftration, by Europeans, 
was at firft gained from their deputies, clerks, and 
other fervants ; who, though well acquainted with all 
the arts of peculation, and the perquifites to be 
gained in each department, could give no proper 
account of the duties each officer was bound to dif« 
charge. 



^3 
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Ti^E I'^vum \v:^s the principal officer iireachp 
viiiCc, or vir .rtnahy : it i'cvcral of thefe were united I 
uiidtr tile* y^* ^rnnicnt of one pcrfon, he was tta 
(knoir.inatLil v. SLibrJai% ind enjoyed the higl 
nuik amoiij; the lrii]>:jri;il l)lficors, next to theTt] 
z'lT. IJe liac! rhc ruprcnie Jircclion of all the (A I 
clv:. of Iiis i)v-»/!nc'j: his truft \vn.s alnioft unlimitei, 
and Ills |y>»vT fo great, that during manyoftbt 
laiv.r rti.i';:i:.5 t!ic viceroys fcarcely acknowledged, or I 
fcklom i:\* thvir dependence; and at laft their fub- ' 
jo;.cio:i lo ilij Imperial Court was -merely nomiiiial. 



N;:xT to the Nizam, the Foujdars were thehigli- 
eft nilliiary ofiiccrs : they were allotted to each So- 
baJ; ry., o; vice-royalty, in number prpportioned ID 
its client, and lo that of the refradbory zemindars K 
wliich it contai:ied. The Foujdar had under his 
coiinnand from one to ivio thoufand horfe, and hi 
miliary rank was in g«.:i;cral greater than his achial 
command, MiHtary rank is efliimated by the num- 
ber of horfe, and is often nominal ; the rank of a 
tJioiil-iiid uei)ig j^ivcu without any adual command. 
TJv'ir quarters were in fonie town or fort, in the 
dlilrlct ; and they marchc'd v/ith a kettle drum, and 
ftandards difplay:u, i\.^. inJiiniia of their office and* ' 
rank, v^liJch was coniidel'ed as noble. Bengal, ex- 
clufive of Dacca, contained ten Foujdaries; and Be- 
har was divided into ci[;,ht* 



Tim duty of this officer v/as to reduce to fub- 
jcflion rdl refractory land hoi dcrs ; to fupprefs all 

riots 
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riots and* inrurreftions ; to difperfe and apprehend 
troops of banditti and thieves, with which the coun- 
try has at all times been infefted. They were alfo 
to afford protedion to the Akimghas, or charity 
lands bellowed on the neceffitous. They and their 
deputies were to aid and affift the Nizam on any 
emergency, which might require the combined mi- 
litary force of the province *. 

The Daroga of the Adawlet, that is, prefident of 
the civil court, was the fupreme civil magiftrate of 
the province. The Emperors retained in their own 
hands the decifion of all caufes of importance in the 
laft refort ; and for this purpofe they fet apart two 
days of every week. Thie ordinary diftribution of 
juftice was left to the Adawlet, over which the Da- 
roga prefided, with a falary annexed to his office, 
and a jaghir, to remove, by the poffefficn of inde- 
pendence, every temptation to corruption. 

From day break, till three in the afternoon, this 
judge continued upon his tribunal, where he receiv- 
ed the complaints of all ranks ; and gave a fpeedy 
decifion on every fubjeft in litigation. In matters of 
fmaller moment, his decifion was final ; in cafes of* 
difficulty, a reference was made to the Emperor ^d 
his council. 

■ R 4 This 

* Golam Hosseirt Khan. Seir Mutakharecn, vol. 3. p, 170. 
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'J'] lis ()flict\ like every other, on the decKne of tic 
cmp.'-Cj l)Lcair.e vciial ; and inftead of being oftfl 
reii: 1, v< a rnii;iti)u of great refponfibility, itvas 
uiuiertiikc' lA' whoever could purchafe it; andtns 
converted .ato an inrtrunient of oppreilion, and tk 
means of lecuring a fortune to the judge and his de- 
puties. Under the I'nglifh, the practice of thejudga 
was Hill more flagitious than ever ; from their igno- 
rance of the cufloms of the country, and their ina- 
biiitv to detecl ihe mah'erfation of thofe who afied 
under tliem. hi 17S2, it was vefted in the Englift 
gentlemen theinfelves, which proved a great relief; 
in as far, hov/ever, as the minute details are execut- 
ed by the natives, fo far probably does their avarice 
t ai! It the fountain of ju/lice. This is boldly affcrted 
by the Gohun Ilofiein Khan, a nobleman of great 
worth and refpeclability, who has, like another Cla- 
rendon, written a liil!:ory of his own times with as 
much truth and nnpartiaiity as pollibly could be ex- 
peeled from a perfon in fuch circumflances. The 
Mahomcdan iK.Klemen weie the great agents of 
the luiperial government ; they filled every office of 
honour or emolument : thefe being now executed 
by the Encrlifh peri'mally, the ancient families of 
diiliiiction have futiered by our conqueft almoft a ' 
total overthrow of rank and confequeijce, as well as 
wealth. 



The exaggerated lamentadons of this author, and 
his iiTipreflive defcription of the grievous .ftate of op- 
preflion, which the natives fufler under our govern- 
ment, 



\ 
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ment, and the partial panegyric beftowed on the 
Mahomedan fyftem of government, is no more 
than what was to be expefted from his feelings and 
his prejudices. Where thefe do not interfere, he 
gives a decided approbation to the juftice and libe- 
rality difplayed by our countrymen upon every oc- 
cafion. 

The Ca^i was the next judge in the Mahome- 
dan adminiftration ; he declared the laws in fuch 
criminal and civil cafes as were connefted with re- 
ligion, and may be regarded as the fupreme eccle- 
fiaftical judge. He had an ample penfion and jag- 
hir ; as any corruption in his fimftion would have 
been deemed peculiarly difgraceful to law and reli- 
gion. 

Some .crimes, fuch as fornication and proftitution, 
came particularly under the cognizance of the Ca- 
zi ; he inflifted fevere punifliment upon fuch as kept 
Qavfe girls in their houfes, or proftitutes, or even con- 
cubines, except confecrated by the prefcribed forms 
of law. The mulicians were under his immediate 
infpection, all differences among them were decided 
by him ; and to prevent extravagance ^t feafts, no 
man was allowed to hire a greater number of them 
than was fuitable to his rank. 

" This inftitution, fays Golam Hoffein, has long 
been perverted into an inftrument of taxation ; the 
oiEce has been regarded as a patent entttling to cer- 

taiA 
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tain fees, and has been leafed, and undcrleafed ti 
any fordid pcrfon that would become a purchaier. 
whether he were acquainted with muflulmanifm or 
not. Fees have been invented by the low fubftitiK 
of this office, at burials, at circumciiioji, 2idt 
marriaj^'c. I'he poor have been deluded into atft 
lief, that till the Cazi*s depute has received hisfe, 
the fpirit of liie dcceafed does not quite the houie; 
till it is produci^d, the poor reladons are deemednft- 
pure, and are Iluinned by all their acquairtanccs. 
To difcharge this d^^bt, the perfon will fell hislaad, 
his eil'ecls, or even rob upon the high-way. Tie 
fame pernicious confequence ft»llowed their incaja- 
city to difcharge the fees for marriage and circiUB- 
ciiion *. 

The Suc'cr ul Soodcr, or Great Almoner, was an 
officer of very l-i:-h auth(^riry, v/lu)!C bufinefs vastiJ 
guard the difhibution of tlic charity lands: to pre- 
vent their refumption, or their cJicnation into other 
hands than tlio^e :)f t^he pcjor : he was alfo intrulW 
with the fuperiii^c^denee of the Cazi*s office; to 
prevent fuch as were ignorant, of Mahomedanifc 
from entering ino thivt facrcd funftion. Hisbufindi 
was alfo to prevent cj^croachments upon the lands'! 
belonging to the Excl^iquer. This office, from the 
great difcretionary p->v;er rrivacxed to it, proved, ill 
the hands of an unprincipled man, the fource ofa- 

tfaoufani 

* Vi«.I(; S..'u Mutakharcciu 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 26T 

thoufand peculations : inftead of proteding the poor, 
it became the gulph which fwallowed up the fub- 
fiftence of the needy ; and under the pretence of al- 
moner's foes, entailed a load of mifery upon the un- 
happy poor. The abufe of this, and the preceding 
office, had become fo enormous as to attraft the no- 
tice of Mr Haftings, who had the merit of itbolifh- 
ing fees within the Engliih territories,, or at leafl 
confining them to the moderate rates cuftomary in 
the moft virtuous reigns. 

The clerk of the market, (Mhutafib,) was an of- 
ficer of great importance, whofe duties are now 
abandoned, and a perfon appointed ta fill it, who 
uplifts the cuftomary fees as a kind of perquifite. 
The mhutafib infpected the weights and meafures ; 
fixed the price of commodities and fettled difputes : 
he prefervcd the peace of the markets by puniihing. 
riots and drunkards. 

The author of Seir Mutjlkhareen complains, that 
although double the fees and perquifites are now up- 
lifted by the mhutafib, than were formerly, yet the 
ftreets and lanes are crowded with diforderly people ; 
every corner is infefted with drinking Ihops and 
tippling houfes, while the rogueries committed by 
falfe fcales exceed all eftimation. A great variety of 
inferior officers, in the Nizam's and Foujdar's de- 
partment, are in the appointment of the Emperor, 
and of confequencc independent of thefe minifters. 
The moft remarkable of thefc were the Vaaca Navife, 

or 
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or gazetteer; the Sevanah Navife, or hiftoriognpher, 
and the Harcarah, a head fpy. It was their duty to 
commit to writing the principal events and occur- 
rences of each day, and to difpatch them onk 
fubfequent morning to the Emperor; who, bytli 
fingular inftitution, was acquainted with every tlmj 
of note that happened in any part of the empiit 
Thcfe difpatches, which were carried to Court bf 
regular pofts, were prefented by a Daroga to the 
Prince each day. 



By thefe provincial intelligences, which often dc- 
fcended to very minute particulars, the Emperor had ' 
it in his power to redrefs grievences before the party 
had time to ftate them. Some imperial manufcripts 
of Aurengzebe are ftill preferved of his own diSioii 
and hand-writing. Though thefe officers, from the 
nature of their duty, were made independent oftht 
grandees who ruled in each province, even a fufpidofl 
of their intimacy was fufHcient to difmifs them ; b^ 
ing deemed incompatible with the integrity of thdr 
ititelligence. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXIX. 



MANNERS OF THE MUSSULMANS, 



Lucknowy 1798. 

The manners of Muffulmans, from their numbers, 
and from their influence on fociety, fmce the con- 
tjueft, form an important part of the hiftory of Hin- 
ioflan. By them almoft every department of go- 
vernment has been conduced j the partiality of the 
conquerors for their coimtrymen, having committed 
to their management almoft every branch of the ad- 
miniftration. Their tafte for Ihow and fplendour, as 
magiftrates and governors of provinces, contributed 
indireftly to the profperity of the vanquiflied, and in 
fome meafure alleviated the fufferings of a dependent 
and oppreflTed people. 

In the provinces of Bengal, and Behar, theim- 
menfe eftablifhment of 150,000 or 170,000 cavalry, 
oflfered eipployment to many of the poorer clafles, 

tvho 
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who fiibfiftcd by furnifhinnr them with food*clot%, 
and fiirniturj ; v hi!c the civil eftablifhnient ahnexd 
to jiul|.i;cs, collectors of revenue and other officas, 
provided lor pcihaps an equal number of people, 
;rnd diftributed among them with rapidity the fir 
grci»tcr part of the contributions levied in each pro- 
\ince. 

Tun nephews of Allverdi Khan, though only die 
deputies of a viceroy, and appointed at a period 
Avhcn the country was harralfcd by a foreifni enemy, 
lived Willi a fpleiidour more refembling fovereign 
princes, tlian perfons inveited with temporan^ and 
ilelegated power. Seyd Mahmed, the voungeft and 
leafl: afpirin'r, had, in the diftricl of Punieah, an 
cfi:ablifhmcnt of 1 J/XX) cavalry and infantry, beCdes 
a vafl number of elepiiants, camels, horfes and car- 
riages, v/ith a liirge ]r.;j-k of artillery. His court, re- 
ceiving falaries, was numerous and fplendid, without 
reckoning a train of dependents who received 
monthly penfions, from one to five thoufand rupees. 
The fcrajjHo confiftcd of five hundred women, be- 
fides eunuchs and ot lior fervants. The jewels, table, 
and equipage, were ail in a f lile of magnificence that 
Hems to vie with the fplenJour of the Jewifli kings, 
in the profperous reigns of David and Solomon, 
thofe illuftrious Sovereigns of a great and indepen- 
dent nation : yet tliis Seyd Mahmed was only the • 
deputy of a Soubadar over one diftrift, who himfelf 
was a fervant, paying tribute, and acknowledging 
fubjcftion tg the Imperial Court. His eftafeKfliment 
5 is 
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.^ particuhrifed, not on account of its fuperior ex- 
pence or magnificence, but becaufe it has been faith- 
EuUy defcribed by a hiftorian of rank and integrity,. 
«rho enjoyed a confiderable office under his admi- 
■xiftration ^. 

The two other nephews of Aliverdi had much 
snore confiderable appointments than the Governor 
of Pumeah \ they lived in fl:iU greater fplendour, 
^nd yet their courts were only images of the gran- 
deur and wealth difplayed at that of Moorfhedabad. 
This provincial capital contained, within the me- 
mory of perfons fl:ill living, fome of the richeft fub- 
jefts in the world. During the Mahratta incurfions, 
the houfe of Jugget Seet was plundered of two mil- 
lions and a half fterling, in filver; an accident which 
fo little affected his credit, that he continued to grant 
bills of exchange at fight, and to a large amount, to 
government. When the enormities of Surajah ul 
Dowlah had rendered his government odious, Meer 
Jaffier, aided by this banker's wealth, which fecured 
him the patronage of the Europeans, afcended the 
throne. The domeftics of this Jagget Seet, we are 
told, amounted to two thoufand perfons. 

During 



* Golam Mossein Khan, vol. ist. p. 666. This prince, 
says he, governed Purfieah with so much equity and attention 
to th« subjects, tl^at the nobles and peasants spoke of his admi- 
nistration with gi-eat applause. 



^7ii 



JNDIAN RECRI-ATIONS. 



DuRTNc; their rclif^iniis feftivalSj the Muffultaas] 
difplay tht-ir lovi; uf (how in a remarkable manca: 
\h\i whole river, upon CL-^'taiji occafions, for fevd 
mJlL\^, dilphiys one hhv/.^: '>f litjiit ; their mofquesc 
ulfo illuminated, iuul th -r procefiions dazzle thep^ 
with a profufion t\( ;^ih and filvered work, and cr- 
nanienis of ariiHcial llmvcrs. The mod pompciE| 
cercmoTiies in Kumpo make a very feeble imprelliial 
upon thofe who have h^^n fpectators of MahoBt^ 
dan Ibkinnities. 

In the court of Alivcrdi, this paffion for map 
ficcncc was tempered by a religious gravity, andau- 
fterity of manners, by which that prince was diftifi- 
(^iii filed, A bigot to Shyifm, and foured by itc 
narrow principles of that feet, he fhewed a markd 
averfion to wine, and illegitimate connections ^i 
the fex. He ufed to awake two hours before day- 
break, fays his hifloriiin, and having performed tie 
ufual ablutions, and prayers of divine precept, he re- 
peated other devotions by way of fupererogadon* 
" His breakfall, which coniifted of coiFee^ was finilli- 
ed before feven, when he gave audience in a public 
hall, and heard petitions, for two hours," He after- 
wards, with the great officers, or with his relations, 
converfed in a private apartment, fometimes upon 
bufmefs, but oftener upon cookery, generally " or- 
dering fome new difli, or giving fome particular di- 
reftions for dreffing fuch as were comnion.'* 



By 
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-By noon dinner was over, and he retired to fleep, 
• when the ftory tellers and bed watchmen attended 
nd did their office *•" In Afia, where not one in a 
loufand can read, and ftill fewer have an inclination, 
ftory teller becomes a very ufeful profeflion in the 
Btinue of a great man : but with ignorance there is 
cnerally a great want of curiofity, and thefe ftory 
:llers are employed not for inftruftion, but to lull 
leir matters afleep. The bed watchmen are em- 
loyed in chaffing or rubbing the limbs, which, in a 
ot country, is found very refrefhing : but thefe of* 
ces are fometimes performed by women. 

A fhort repofe during the hotteft part of the day, 
5 perhaps necelTary in this climate ; the greater part 
f the Europeans, and all the natives, indulge them- 
slves in a habit fo grateful to a relaxed frame. The 
dous Aliverdi never exceeded one hour iti this gra- 
ification, after which he performed his cuftomary 
loon prayers, and read a chapter of , the Coran; 
laving refrefhed himfelf with a cooling draught of 
ce water t- 

About one or two in the afternoon, audience was 

riven to thofe learned and pious fages, of whom a 

Vol. I. S few 

♦ Vide Seir Mutakhare€n, vol. 3. p. 680* 

f Ice is preserved for creams, and for cooling water in tkis 
:ountry, by a process now almost universally known in Europe^ 
During the rains, saltpetre supplies the place of ice. 
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few havo bcLii introduced to your notice on afonw? 
occal'u>ii. By fome of theni the Coran was readanc 
explained for two hours, when the holy menremd,§ I 
afier obi'erving the fame routine of refpedful fim 
litics by \\ hich they were introduced : by tbis yK 
arc not to underftand, that, like fervile courdffi, 
they paid their obeifance; they were met at the ft 
trance with profound refpect by the viceroy, aai 
one of them placed on a mufnud dire£lly oppofiteci 
his own. 



So incredible is the power of cuftom, thateTfll 
the decorous habits of AUverdi Khan, could wt I 
conquer a practice of introducing at court a fet ot I 
buffoons and jefters, common in India*. After a i 
Ihort converfation on the news of the day, vhiil 
was fupported by the opulent merchants and othen, 
thcle men were introduced, who bandied about !• I 
mongft each other the coarfefl ribbaldry, and vd 
indelicate farcafms, to the great entertainment of tis 
dignified perfons who were their hearers. Thefe 
jefters were called hermaphrodites, (Hedjra) andhal 
merited the appellation by means the moil unnaturij | 
and for purpofes not to be defcribed. 



The 



* These are ordered to be kept by the magistrates, in ^t 
sacred volumes : " lie sbaU retain in his service a great nuo- 
ber of buffoons, or paiasites, jesters and dancers, and athletics > 
and he shaU render a]l his servants contented and gratefuL"'' 
Vide Gentoo Laws, p. ii8. ' '-^ 
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iiE hcTur of fuppcr was about twilight, a flight 
1:, which this prince partook with the princef- 
lis relations, his daughters, and grand-daughters* 
'e dancing women, who conftituted the great- 
art of their entertainment, and in whofe com- 
all his coteinporaries fpent a large portion of 
time, were admitted at none of the avocations 
liverdi Khan *. 

:)u mufl not, however, conclude, that the cor- 
and auftere manners of the viceroy guided the 
uft of his dlffolute courtiers ; or that ftrifl: vir- 
.vas maintained by thofe dignified ladies who 
I a part of his fociety. This whole family were,, 
le contrary, the foremoft in every fcene of diffi- 
n. All his three daughters were notorious for 
intrigues and gallantry in a part of the world 
e women of rank live in the greatefl: privacfv, or 
^eluded from all mixed company. If thc^tra- 
it is in a covered carriage, left they fhould be 
hancd by the eyes of a ftranger. Sud| car- 
s are deemed facred in every part of Indi; 
hey interrupted by an enemy even in 

^is cuftom, eftabliflied by the law of nations, 

le protection of the fex, the profligate daughters 

S2 of 

)omc part of tlie Seraglio, anil even companies of dancing 
Uj gensrally accompanied the Mahommedan princes 
travelling, and frequently attended them in a campaign. 
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of AHverdi availed thcmfelvcs of, to cany on thar 
intriRues. In thefe vehicles, fecure from intemp 
tion, they were conveyed to the houfes of thdr ^ 
lants, or had them conveyed, in the guife of wobb, 
into the Uaram. 



SiTRAjA Dowlah, the fucceflbr and grandfonii 
Allvcrdi, pradifed at the earlieft age, and ortetti* 
the public view, all thofe debaucheries which at 
known in Afia. By fiich conduft, joined to an 1 1 
folent behaviour to his officers, he effectually alienalsd 
thcni from his fervice ; and when his imprudence 
plunged him into a war with the Englifti, a nunifl* I 
reus party of thcni fought an opportunity of be- 1 
traying him. This they found at the memonbfc 
battle of Pbfley, where the young viceroy*s pofff 
received a fliock, iVoin which it never recovered. 



.1 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORIAN GHOLAM HOSS^IN 
KHAN. 



. Calcutta^ Jan. 1798. 

In giving an idea of the literature of India, I can- 
not omit mentioning Golam Hoffein Khan, the late 
author of a work, entitled Seir Mutakhareen, or 
View of Modem Times. This work is regarded as 
claflical Perfian, in point of ftile ; and contains a 
civil hiftory of Hindoftan, from the death of Aureng- 
zebe to the year 1781. The biographical anecdotes 
found in this work, concerning many of our coun- 
trymen, who are flill living, renders it peculiarly in- 
terefting : i\\g details of the EngHfli conquefts in In- 
dia, and his llridlures upon the Britifh government in 
that country, convey the ideas of a native, of high 
charader, upon* fubjefts of the firft importance. 
This work, though tranflated into fomething like 
Englifli, by a renegado Frenchman, is but little 

known eyen to Orientalifts, except by name. 

§ 3 ^ This; 



27« 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 



This Mogul nobleman was a partizan df Aept-K 
fcnt emperor during his falling fortunes; butSel 
the great C'.larendon, he delivers his fentiments ^ 
fpirit and impartiality ; and with a force, clearni, t 
and fnnplicity of llile, rarely to be found in Afiatt W 
authors, and whicli juflly entitle him to pre-cnir 
nence among the hiftorians of his country. TIk 
hiflc^ry d his life, given by himfelf, is prefixed to ft. 
his vuiumcs ; foirc particulars of it I fliall infert,for 
it iniiR be iiiLertlling to know the hiftory of an inde- 
pendent nciiive, wlio has difplayed ft much penetra- 
tion, ihgacity, and knowledge, rcfpeflting the con- 
duel of the Englifh in the government of his coun- 
try. 



Goi.AM Hoffein Khan was born in Shah Jehan- 
abad in 1 140 of the Hegira ; and being related by 
his mother to Aliverdi Khan, the future Nabob of 
Bengal, he repaired to that province with all his coii- 
neftions. " Soon after our arrival in Moorfliedabad, 
fays he, fortune began to favour our family. Ali- 
verdi Khan was appointed governor of Patna, where 
my father accompanied him, and where our fimiily 
have lived to this day in aflluence, dignity, and 
fplendour : for the houfes we bought, ^nd the lands ' 
we acquired by purchafe, gift, or otherwife, during 
the adminiftration of Aliverdi, -are to this day in our 
pofleflion. In the year 1168, I was induced, unfor* 
tunatcly, to become fecurity, to a confiderablc a- 
mount, for a zemindar, wlio already owed me the 
hidicfl cbli^rations, and from whom I" little' exneScd 

fucli 
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-*te^.<:h a reKirn, and fo much perfidy as I met with, 
confequence of his mifcondud, I was called upon 
^"y the Englifh government to pay 60,000 rupees on 
i.is account, which was the fum for which I had be- 
come bound. This demand coming on me unex- 
56tedly, I was obliged to fell my jewels and plate, 
"to the amount of 31,000 rupees, and to make up 
"rile balance by borrowing it from the banker. In 
'tijiis w^ay I faved myfelf from the feverity with which 
I would have been treated by the government to 
"vsrhom the money* was due, and from the ftill more 
"Uinfeeling rigour of the aumils, muttfudies, and other 
X"evenue officers, who feemed to wait with a mali- 
cious eye for the fignal from government, to fcize 
my whole property. I was obliged to put into the 
"banker's hands, as a fecurity for the money I had 
"borrowed, the portion of land 1 poffeffed, and to en- 
deavour to procure fubfiftence by fome other means. 
But I was unable to get any employment, notwith- 
ftanding all the intereft, and all the enquiries which 
my friends made in my behalf. At lafl: it pleafed 
fortune to give me a friend in General Goddart, a 
man of merit fo confpicuous as to need no praife, 
and whofe kindnefs and generofity to me as well as 
to many of my countrymen, entitle him to my lad- 
ing gratitude. Such . a charafter is not often met 
' with among the Englifli in Hindoftan. 

" He was about this time appointed refident iit 

Chunarghur; foon after which he came ta'Azim- 

abad, (Pfttna,) where he rnade fome flay. Bcinj^ 

S 4 an 
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an old acquaintance, I went to fee hinL He hadtitt 
kititinefs to enquire about my affairs, and he head, 
with cordial concern, the calamity which had b^ 
len thcni, *' 1 am truly forry, faid he, to hev ik 
has happened; but as I fee no likelihood ofyoj 
gcltinj; employment here, you had better comf ^ 
with me, and we will live upon what ttc can get" 
I cheerfully accepted of the propofal, looking up*] 
It as one of the fccret refources which Prowcbci 
had kept in Jtore for me. I accordingly got myielfl 
ready and accompanied him to Chunar. Bit ffl 
General Goddart's arrival there, he found thittk 
fituation to which he was appointed, was, in point of 
emolument, much below what he had reafon toa- 
p^^et, and indeed fcarcely fufficicnt to defray his Bfr 
ceflary cxpences- This circumflance difabled him 
from affiftlnjT me as he wifticd ; but he commirt^t 
to my care whatever concerned the revenue matttis 
of that tOTATL. He allotted alfo for my accommodi- 
tion an excellent houfe, which had been fitted up 
for himfelf J and fent his own boats to bring my ivife 
and family • When they arrived, he gave them * 
penfion of 300 rupees a month* After behaving to 
me in this very handfome manner, it was natural in 
him to receive my vifits with that particular diftiac- 
tion which he fhewed me- 



** I have already obferved, that General Gcddarfs 
income at Chunar, was much below. his cxp^di^ 
ture : in confequence of this, he now detennmed to 
reiinquifli his fituation^ and get permiiEon to enter 

inro 
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ntp the fervice of Azof ul Dowlah, having heard 
hat that prince, diffatisfied with his old troops, had 
lifmiiTed them, and intended to raife a new army, the 
lifcipline of which he wifhed to commit to the charge 
tf an Englilh officer of rank. My friend conceived 
hat fuch an employment would be more fuitable to 
118 turn of mind, than the ftation he held at Chu- 
lar ; and that it would likewife prove more profita- 
ble both to himfelf and me. But as he had no ac- 
[uaintance with Mr Briftow, who was then minifter 
Lt Lucknow, he did not think it proper to make 
iny perfonal application to him on the fubjeO:. On 
lis afldng my opinion of the matter, I propofed that 
le (hould give me a letter to another Englifliman, a 
riend of Mr BriftoVs, to whom, by that means, I 
hould find a ready introdudion ; and thereby be 
ible to found him in regard to the objeft in view, 
without mentioning his name. Of this he approved ^ 
md giving to me the letter to the gentleman at 
Lucknow, he wilhed me a fuccefsful journey." 

After, however, obtaining the confent of Mr 
Briftow to this meafure, all the views of the General 
md Golam were defeated^ by the appointment of 
Mr Middleton as refident in the room of Mr Briftow. 
Though this was an intimate acquaintance of the 
General, from whofe friendftiip he expefted much, 
le totally difapproved of the meafure. On the fai- 
lure of this fcheme, and the appointment of General 
Goddart to join the army in the Deccan, all con- 
Qeftion between him and our author was broken off. 

At 
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At a more early period of his life, he had beenfm- 
ploycil in the courts of Alivcrdi Khan, andthatcf K* 

his nt^pht^w^, ill confequi^ntial fituations; and after 
having reccivctl viirious dilappointments and revdb 
nf fortune, he fnulcd at laft at Patna^ wheire on a 
fum of money left by his friends, he was enabled tt 
fuppnrt his family cnmfortably. It was there alfc, 
that durin;.; i\ pcri:^d of quiet and retirement, he re!k 
11*1 he compofcd the Seir Mutakhareen- In the fame 
city, in tlie earlier part of his life, he witneffed tk 
maffaere of the ]!n;_;li{h, a cruelty which he repro* 
batL-d, hut which he could not prevent- He con* 
ferred, ho^^evtrr, fome obligations on Mr FuIlarTon, 
the only perfon who efcaped from that bloody ct 
tuflrophe. 

The military and CM^il tMnfaftions of his lime, 
which occupy the H\r-ft conhderable part of thefeTO- 
[unies, have not precludeo the author from inferring 
large biojvrr.phical anecdott^s, which impart greater 
variety and inicidl fo hh "ork. He hiis fpoken fre- 
quently oi til:, c^amcier of authors, uiid difcuffedthe 
merits of their v.ritin^rj in this, however, his candour 
;md benevolence o: uiin.H, ap])i?ar to far greater advan- 
t^n;e than his Uttravy ?.tt.unnicnts» From the praifes 
which he bellowK on th^ contemptible reveries of 
fanatics, we ca:i drav/ ij;^ n^vourable opinion of Mcv 
f^ul literature at this period ; nor does it appear, that 
in any Kra of the Fiiipire, they ever rofe above the 
huinbleft mediccrity- 
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When* travelling in purfuit of bufinefs, he fre- 
[uently ftepped afide to vifit what he terms the 
ibodes of learned men; and as often as he fpeaks of 
:harafter, it is generally from perfonal obfervation 
md acquaintance. In his journey from Chunar to 
Lucknow, mentioned above, he went by way of 
Fuanpore, and flopped there for fome days; becaufe, 
:o ufe his own words, " he underftood it was be- 
:ome the refidence of the ilhiflrious and venerable 
5eid Mahmed Aikheffy," of whom he had heard fo 
nuch. " I fent to defire leave lo pay him a refpeftful 
rifit. Being admitted to his prcfence, I fpent two 
lours with him.' His converfation delighted me, 
;ven beyond w^hat I expefted : it was replete ^^dth 
:he manv excellencies for which he was celebrated ; 
md I took my leave of him fully fatisfied, that fame 
n her encomiums had fallen fhort of what I had feeii 
md heard. To this day I remember his venerable 
ifpecl, and enchanting converfation ; and they have 
Tiade fuch an impreflion on my mind, that I mufl 
Aifpend the narrative of my own adions, to give the 
reader a glimpfe of the talents and virtues which 
idorned that diftinguilhed man. 

^' He was of a family of Seids, that ranked for 
iiany ages amongft the moft refpeftable of that fed, 
n the city of Juan'pore." 

** This Seid of virtuous difpofition, and fine geui- 
Li'?, wrote a book of praftical morality, all the rules of 
R'hich he* extrafted from his own pradi<!c ; fo that 

thil? 
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fhis book was a commentary on his life. -Varflf- 
ft^rtnt tills from thu generality of moralifts, vbafcl 
princIplL's aiul pr^dici; are completely at vaiiautJ 
wlio prc;ich up the utility of moral condud, yrtU] 
a life of fin. 

'■^ His fpccch was fuch, that it feemed to flowftal 
the fouiUiiin o( wifdom; and his advices and coto^ 
fels were fo many remedies againfl ficknefs andfof* 

row of heurt, 

" Hi: polTciTcJ a very extcnfive knowledge, grafli 
vilh fo much modelly, that he inftrufled all via 
converfed vith him, ^vithout making them feel their 
cwii inferiority. He lived upon a fmall incoBu] 
without a wifli to incrcafe it. 



*^ It is true, lie was not regularly initiated in tie 
fcience? ; but the richnefs of his mind, and the 
(trengih of his judgment, amply fupplied that wani- 
By the force of his own genius, he had become a r^ 
pofitory of all the arts and fciences^ pradical as well 
as abltrad- No wonder then, that his houfewasre- 
fnrted to by all the learned perfons of that city ani 
ntigiibourhnod, and by numbers who travelled thi- 
ther from dillant countries, being learned themfdves, 
or poffcffing a love of knowledge. * , . • 

*^ The natuml turn of his mind was to candour 
and modelly j fo that lie M^as as forward to acknow* 
kdge the meiit of others, as he was iludious to co&* 

ceal 
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oeal his own. He gave his time to reading leftiireG, 
-which is the nobleft of all occupations ; the nobleft 
suid moft pleafing thing of all being to bring to light 
the treafures of hidden knowledge. Whenever any- 
one in his prefence introduced a difcourfe in difpraife 
of a man's charafter, either direftly or indirettly, he 
had too much politenefs to flop and reprimand him ; 
but he would with great addrefs, and peculiar felici- 
ty, turn the difcourfe to another fubjeft, without 
giving the fpeaker the fmalleft offence, — This vene- 
rable man died at the age of feventy." 

In this flrain does this amiable writer criticife his 
cotemporary authors ; men far inferior to himfelf, 
cither in judgment, knowledge of the world, or 
even literature. Perhaps it may be owing to this 
candour, and mildnefs of difpofition, that he has 
treated fome parts of the mifconduft of the Englifh, 
as magiftrates, with fo lenient a hand. He deems 
their condudt meritorious upon the whole, and their 
government advantageous ; though the Mahomedans 
of rank, whom it has difplaced from all the more lu- 
crative official* fituations, are perhaps the only clafs of 
men whofe circumflances it has injured. 

One difadvantage arifing from our fituation in 
India, he has feen, and laments, which arifes from 
the temporary refidence of individuals in the coun- 
try ; and the proportionably iinall interefl they caa 
feel in its welfare. Men, he obferves, who leave 
their native country \wth the fde view of acquiring 

cin 
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OF 'nm AYEEN ACBERTTi 



^ Siaiijicai j^ccount ofHindoflun during tbfRff^nijfMf^ 



Caunpore^ Jam, 1799^ 

This volummous work is the produftion of the C£!^ 
brated Vizier of Acber, Abulfazel, a minifter equat 
ly renowned for his talents and integrity : he fend 
his mailer with fidelity till the forty-feveiith year of 
his reign ; at which period he was murdered bj 
fome banditti on his return from the Deccan. Theit 
are few countries, even the moil civilized, who an 
in poffeflion of fo great a (hare of authentic infonnt 
tion regarding their own internal policy, as this book 
contains. Of its eftimation among the natives we 
have ample proof in the writings of Mahomed Shfr 
reefF Motamed Khan, who publiflied about fifteeft 
years after the death of Acber, the followtog d* 
rafter of Abulfazel's hiftory. . , * , 

3 : - «To 
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b the learned it Is well loiown that Alamy 
1 Atulfazel, by the command of the Emperor 
ieen Mahommed Acber, wrote the hiftory of 
Lonarch, from the commencement of his reign, 
; time of his ovv'n death, and which he entitled 
lameh. It is compofed of thrc*e volumes : the 
)nfifts of a fummary account of the Emperor's 
Drs ; the fecond volume contains . the occur- 
of Acber^s reign, from his acceffion to the 
!, down to the 47th year^ that in which the 
• died ; the third . contains the Em';peror's in- 
5, which is; entitled the Ayeen Acbery/' This 
)lume has lately been tranflated from the ori- 
Perfian by Mr Gladwin, and is divided into 
parts, containing the Emperor's regulations for 
department of government; a Hiftorical and 
iphical defcription of the twelve viceroyaltics 
idoilan'; and the work clofes with a full ac- 
of the religion of the Hindoos, their writings, 
le fefts into which they are divided, 

a fpecimen of the manner in which the hifio- 
3art of this volume is executed by the author, 
count of the Soubah of Agra is feleded : it 
ned the capital of the empire, and the place of 
thor's nativity. 

T is fituated in the fecond climate : in length 
Gatimpoor, which bounds it on the fide of Al- 
id, to Pulwul, which bounds it on the fide pf 
: it meafures 175 cofs (350 miles), and its 
L. I. • T • breadth 
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l.rc:ic!*ii i; frc4ii i;iii<nv;e to Chuudtry, in] 
It j^ }i' ►uiuif^l n:i ihc tfaft by Catimpoor j on thti? 
by Piilv*i:! ; on tlit; north by tlie river Ganges; i 
en tliti fouUi by Ciiundcn\ ' 

'' In tills Soubali r^re inaiiy rivers; theciit^ 
irl^icli arc the Jn^vn, (Jcmna,) and the Ctu 
A f;rcat i:\ajiy iltLiiilions in the fouthem nou 
pnrts rf this SouhLih, nrj ren^nrkaWy pleafanta 
lKiW!hy. A^c;rici:ltiirc h hevv in perfcdion; to* 
;ihiind::iicc of titnvcrs, p.nJ f'>\cet-fcented oi!s;=3^| 
vcr)' c:;ccHui:t bi^tlo Icnf. They have melons lil 
gr^pci-j as fine as are produced In Iran znd Tniii^ 

" Ac i\ A is a large city, the afr of which is tix^l 
cd very hcakhy. The river Jowa runs thrc^s'^iJl 
for f.ve cofi; J lip.d en bcth fides are deligiitf&l 
iioufcF, inhabited by people of rJl nations, and ^tel 
Rrc difplayi^d the prodtiftions of every chmate, ll^l 
Majcfiy has erefted n fort of red ftone ; thelikE^i 
^'hich no traveller h:is ever beheld*. It contaiBil 
atone ftvc hundred ftone buildings of furprifmgCQfrj 
ftruction, in the Eengalj Gujerat, and other IHIcsi 
and the artifieers iiave decorated them Avith beautifiil 
painungs. At the eaftem gate, are carved in ^^l 
two elephants, Avith their ridersjr of excellent \?ort' 
fTianCiip, 

' " Is I 



* Still in repair, and at present gtirrisoited by Dowlft l^ 
S£ijidia''s troops, under AI, Perrc^n. 
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^* In former times, Agra was a village dependent 
en Byaneh, where Sultan Jecunder Lowdy kept his 
court. Here his Majefty has founded a mofl magni- 
ficent city. On the oppofite fide of th^ river is the 
Charbagh, (four gardens,) a monument of the mag- 
nificence of the inhabitant of Paradife*. The authof 
of this book was bom on that fide of the river ; and 
there are the tombs of his anceftors, together with 
that of his elder brother Sheikh Fizu, and many 
other eminent perfons are alfo interred there. 

" Near the city of Agra, upon the banks of the 
river Jown, in a village called Rungleh, is a famous 
place of Hindoo worfliip- 

" FuTTEH-PooR was formerly dependent on Bya- 
neh, and then called Suckery. Upon Agra being 
made the feat of government, it alfo became a city : 
it is fituated at the diftance of twelve cofs from the 
city of Agra. It has a ftone fort, containing magni- 
ficent buildings, and over one of the gates are two 
aftonifhing elephants carved in ftone. The royal 
palace, and the houfiss of the nobility, are built upon 
the mountain, but the plains are alfo decorated with 

«iany buildings and gardens. His Majefty has cauf- 
ed to be ereded on the top of the mountain, a 
mofque, a college, and a monaftery, for Soffees," 

jwrhich are the admiration of travellers. Adjoining 

T2 t» 

• Huniayun,«the King's father. 



to t:v: cliy i:; i\ 1l;:.j, cx'cidi.ig twelve cofb^anduya 
tlic cd^;e (>f it his Miijcily lias built an amphitheaiR 
with high minarets. The amphitheatre is ufediir 
tliL' gmiie of C'ho\v;;ong ; und here are alfo exhiW 
the elephant fights. In this neighbourhood isi 
quarry of red ftonc, out of which they cutflabsai 
pillai'S of any dimciifions. 

*• In Agra they manufadure blankets, andii| 
ftuBs; and here are afiombled artiiicers of every Jc- 
nomination, 

'*• Byax£:t in former times was a capital diy. 
It has a large fort containing many fubterraneouso 
vorns, where there are now found warlike inlta- 
mcnt-, and kitclien utenfil? : and here is a very hi^ 
tower. The mangos of tliis pface are excdleni; 
and fomc of them weigh above two pounds, 'l^ 
town is famous for very white fugar : here is a well, 
with the water of which they knead the fugar into a 
pafle like flour, and form it into cakes, which they 
call Gundoreh, and it is carried to great dirtance 
as a rarity ; for it cannot be made with anv other 
water. The indigo of this place, is very fine, fellinj 
from ten to fixteen rupees per maund. KxcelleBi 
henna, of a high colour, is alfo to be procured hert 
This town is the burial place of many illuftrioii 
men. Toodeh Bheem is a place at the diftance c 
three cofs, where is a cave full of water, whofe dept 
is unfathomable. Mines of copper, and turquoU 
have been found here; but they -will not defray ^ 

expet 
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IScpence oJrbemg worked. Mehterah is a city upon 
the banks of the river Jown, where are many idola- 
trous temples, toAviiieh the Hindoos refort. 

: ** CALi'EE is alfoa city on the banks of the Jovm, 
and where are the tombs of many great perfonages. 
Very good fugar is to be procured here. At the 
time that the Sherkian^yna?fty -firft eftabliftied them- 
felves, the Princes of Calpee were tributary to Del- 
hi. .When Kudder Khan, who governed here, re- 
belled, Silltan Howfhing came from Malwah, re- 
ceived his fubmilTion, and then reinftated him in hi« 
government. Sultan Mahraood, of the Shekian 
dynafty, took it from Nuffer Khan, the fon of Kudder 
Khan. . 

" KiNouGE was in andient tii;nes.the capital city of 
Hihdoftan*. 

" GuALio-R is a famous fort, in which there are 
many ftately buildings i;. and there is a ftone elephant 
over the gate. The air and prater of thi3 place arc 
both efteemed good. It has always been ,celebrate(i 
for fine fingers and beautifu?! women,. 

" Allore has cpnfiderable manufaftures of 

woollen carpets, and glals. At Becral are feveral 

T 3 copper 

* The ruins are stlU extant j tliev cxtead over ^ space of 
fifteen miles. 
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copper mines fo profitable, that out of a maundeofl 
ore, iht y extract thirty-five feers of metal. Hdrcta I 
jalfo been difcovered a filver mine, but it is notwoti 



\v()rkin<^ 



" Nj: AR the moiirrains of Namolc, is a «d,] 
which ihe Hi^.dciKS w irPiip : and when thcTilk 
Amrivr.s * h:'\\)ci\ci npc\i a Friday, the water fiwj 

ovc*r vr iLin-rJll.'. 
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'^ Tirr-Ri: arc alio copper mines at SingQndkJt 
dypooi*, and Jit Ivotcpotely: urd at the towa of Kafr| 
wery are many cold aiid hot fprings. 

" This Sor.bah contains thirteen iircars, fuWi- 1 
vided in-c) two hundred and three pergunnahs. Thi I 
meafured huids arc two crore feventy-eight lacks oi 
biggahs, and eighteen bifwahs. The amount of r& 
venue is fixty-four crore, fixty-two lacks, fifty thou- 
fand, three hundred and four dams ; or in Sicca ru- 
pees, 16,156,257; of v»hich- there are of Seyurgal, 
one crore, twenty-one lacks, five thoufand, feveu 
hundred and three drams ; Siccah rupees 255,392, 
This Subah furniflies 50,600 cavalry ; 577,570 in- 
iantry, and 221 elephant:-/' 

I: 
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* The lud divifion of tlie nio«th ccrrefponding" to tlic thir- 
teenth tlay J this fpace corrcfnoiids with twelve decrrccs ci' ill* 
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" itiay*be obferved of this account, that fome ar- 
s exceed, while others fall fiiorx of the contribu- 
5 kvied on the reft of the empire. Six hundred 
ifand trooj>s, allowing an equal number for the 
r ekven Soubahs^ would bring the imperial 
f to feven millions t^^o hmulred thoufand men } 
e we find, by the fame author, that its adual 
ant did not reach fiy^ millions^ 

.the military contrfUution levied on the Soaibah 
.gra, exceeds that- of th^ .other portions of the 
ire, the money aireffmejnt falls much below' it, 
gh we ftiould have cxpeiOre^d a <lifferent refxiit, 
r wealth naturally flows- to the feat of government.^ 

fum afforded by this pro^'iace is only two rail- 

of our money, which gives for jthe twelve Sou^ 
, an affeffment pf twenty-four jmiUions. Wc 

however, that the ufual revenue, during the 
1 of AcbeT, amounted to thirty-fix ;nillions Ster- 
; a fum moderate, when compared to the extent 
populiition of ihe Mogul empire^ 

[-IE revenue here given in die grofs^ is detailed 
a after part of the work, .eflititled Tuckfeem 
[nah, (affeiTment of land,) \yhere the total fum is 
ibuted among each fepai-ate mahl, an<l diftrift of* 
:ountr)% 

s nearly a third part of the Mogul empire is at 
;nt under the prcteftion of the Britifti goveru- 
:, it cannoL fail to ftrike t!ie Englifh reader that 
T 1 
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a vL.Pt faviiig of hands is afforded to agriculture aiij 
jiiaiiufudurcs by the mtroduclion of Europeani 
fciplhie aii\ong the native troops, and the confeqnff 
reduction of their number. On the fame fcalc ti 
the Mogul efhibliflnnent, our army in" India 111 
amount to two millions ; but a more correft i 
jdine has ei:ablcd us to execute the fame fervicc,aBl 
in a much more eficdual manner, by a twentieth pn 
of the number of men. This, however, is byM 
mciuis the only inmiediate advantage refulting* fa 
l^uropean conqucfls in India. War is a muchinoR 
rare (xcurrerioe r.ow than formerly : when it does 
iiap;jen, it is carried on to a conclufion in lefetke, 
and with more humanity ; while the grand purpcft 
of an army, the protedion of life and property, is fe- 
cured in a degree fuperior bevond all comparifon. 
When the Engliih army firfl: entered the province d 
Behar, againft the prefent Emperor, wehavetheteffi- 
mony of a native author of high confideration, "tlul 
they hardly injured a blade of grafs* ;'* -and if, a 
fublequcnt times, they have bfeen guilty of irrq 
jities, thefe will bear no comparifon with the evilsin- 
variably attendant on the prcfence of a native amy. 



SECT. 



•^ Gxjlam Ho$:ciu Khan, In h:j Sclr rvlutakbarccn. 



SECT. xxxn. 



a? TRADES AND PROFESSIONS AS PRACTISED AMONG 
THE NATIVES OF INDIA. 



Caun/>ore\ Jan. 1798. 

'Tm^.EE caufcs have been affigned for the fmall pro- 
grefs made by the Oriental nations In the arts ; the 
tyranny of their defpotic governments ; the ener- 
vating heat of the climate -; and their attachment to 
ancient ufages. I3y a reflefting mind, however, thiefe 
A^ill be found eafily reducible to the fecond ; for if 
the energies of body and mind are injured by the ef- 
fects of climate, defpotifm, the moll fimpie of all 
forms of government, will of confequence arife ; and 
ciiilom will biiicome naturally a guide when the 
powers of intellefl: are weak. 



The prefent ftate of almoft all the arts, compared 
with the ancient monuments of thepi which ftill re- 
ciain, ddmonftrates that they have long continued 

ftationary. 
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flaticnyry, and offers a Ilrong prefumption'that thcjr 
never will be carried to a very high degree of per- 
/edion. Unfortunately the art of government has 
always been the leaft perfeft of any ; as adminifter- 
cd by the Indian princes, it has never afforded a 
Iheady encouragement to the fciences, nor any ade- 
quate rewards to their profeffors. Educated in the 
floth and ignorance of a feraglio, the fovereigns of 
India could not appreciate in their fubjefts qualities 
of which they were deftitute themfeUres : they ,werc 
accullomed to pay their artifts by the day, like the 
meanefl mechanic ; and their fcholar^^ ijf they had 
any, were fuffered to live and 'die in the fame piife- 
rable obfcurity, as if they had handled th^ fp.a^e or 
the plough* If ever their pleafures afRimed a more 
manly complexion, ftill it was only one trade that 
they encouraged : war was tjieir profeflTioji, ^d pro- 
perty their plunder. 

What is faid, by a good obferyer, of the ftat$ of 
painting among the Hindoos, is applic^le in a great 
meafure to the other arts ; they are conducted by np 
fcientific principles ; and the effeft produced, is the 
rcfuk of patient ej^afbnefs, or a happy knack j rather 
than of a well conceived defign. " La peinture chez 
Ics Indiens eft, et feru toujcurs dans 1-enfance: ils 
trouvent admirable un tal^l^au change de rouge et de 
bleu, et dont les perlbnnages font y^etus d*or. Ils 
u'eiitenuent point le clair obfcur, n'arrondiffent jar- 
ma:3 les cVjcis, ct jie favcn^ pas les m^ttre. en per- 

'fpedtive ; 
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3>eftiycj*en un mot leurs meilleures peintures ije 
x)nt que de mauvaifes enluminures *." 

Perhaps their painted cloths are more mdebted 
jQ the brilliancy of the colours, and the goodnefs of 
die water, than any Ikill of the artift, for that admi- 
ration with which they have been viewed. It mult 
DC acknowledged, that fome of our European natu- 
raJifts have found excellent draftfmen among the na- 
tives^ who have executed dra>3fings of many fpcci- 
mens of natural hiilory, with much neatnefs and ac- 
curacy. The laborious exadnefs v/ith which th.cy 
iniitate every feather of a bird, or the fmalleft fibre 
cui the leaf of a plant, renders them valuable affifi- 
ants in this department ; but farther than this they 
cannot advance one ftep. If your bird is to be placed 
on a rock, or upon the branch of a tree, the draftf- 
man is at a (land ; the objeft is not before him ; and 
his imagination can fupply nothing. Sculpture amon^ ^ 
the Hindoos, labours under the fame imperfeftion 
with painting : the numberlefs ftatues which we fee 
in their temples, are poorly defigned, and worfe exe- 
cuted ; nor do thefe religious edifices imprefs the 
mind vv^itli a more favourable idea of the architec- 
ture, than the fculpture of India. The columns and 
pillars wliicli adorn their immenfe pagodas, are de- 
ilitiite of any fixed proportions, and the edifices 
jhcnifolvcs a^c fubjefted to no rules of architefturc. 

The 

* Voyages dc Sonnerat aux Indes, Tom. i, p. 99, 



The Celebrated maufcJcum at Agra, commr>:d' 
Icil the Tagc IMahl, which has fu of ten been defci 
cd by iravili'.rs, has liulc to boaft of, either infc 
plicity or clej^auc.i or defigri. The immenfityofb 
iize, its coRly or .aiiixrntSp and the minute cxa&ii 
of its decoratic'.iSj'in particular parts, areworthyc: 
notice; but thL)'"aIibrd much ftronger proofs of i: 
weakh and majjiiificcnce of Shah Jehan, thanfc 
con-Lctiiefs of his talle. In China, Egypt and In£, 
w here a numerous population, plenty of provfe, 
and defpotic power, in the hands of a fmgle pefe 
have enabled the monarchs to execute worLsii 
extent far more vaft than thofe 'in Europe, that or- 
cumdance, however, cannot eflablilh their <!laiin to 
equal proficiency in the ails, nor to the fame -(kill it 
the prhicipks of fcicnce. 

y we are to judge merely from the number of in- 
llruments, and the frequency with which they ap- 
ply tliem, the Hindoos might be regarded as conli- 
deralile proficients in mufic, yet has the teftimony 
.of all Itrangv^rs deemed it equally imperfect as tte 
•other arts. Their warlike inftruments are rude, 
.iiui;y, aiiJ inartiiicial : and in the temples, thol"^ I 
employed for the purpofes of religion, are managevi 
:ipparent!y on the fame principle ; for, in their idea, 
•the molt pleafant and harmonious, is that which 
makes the loudc^lt noilc. In this <:ountry, mufic, cr 
rather noifc, is a ncceflary adjunft of wealth and 
dignity: ilie beating of the Nagari (great drum)'*? 
the emhljin ot fovercign pov/cr^^ and the -various de- 

)egatioiis 
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gations of it are typified by fomc particular inftru- 
icnts. The different claffes of jugglers, and parti- 
ularly thofe who charm ferpents, make ufe of an 
illrument which they call jnagond' ; by the found 
f which they not only make them dance, but charm 
hem out of the houfcs, put them into baikets, and 
arry them about as an exhibition to amufe the 
>eoplc. It is generally the fame ciafs of ftrollens 
y\\o perform feats of dexterity and legerdemain, in 
>rder to ccllecJ: money from the crowds v/ho foilow 
hen^ ; and it muil be allowed, tliat in thefe fcals 
he Hindoos excel all mankind. 

• 

The Hindoo tradefmen . of all defcriptions, are 
:haracterifed by the fimplicity of their tools, the 
inallnefs of their number, and by the want of all 
:omplex machinery. In the nianufafture of fine 
nuflin, in which they excel, all the world, the 
.\heel, the reel, and the loom, are of a fiir.plc and 
irtlefs ftrufture, yet the work produced cannot b.: 
jqualled by European machinery, aided by every ef- 
brt of ingenuity and Ikill. This, however, is per- 
laps the only manufacture in which the fuperior art 
md capital of I'uropeans has not yet enabled them to 
iirpafs their teachers ; for in the common piece 
Toods, all the variety and elegance of pattern is ct 
Bririfli oririn. 



*o- 



TiiK articles fumiflied by the black fmith, filvcr 
xvA gold fmiths, cannot be compiu-cd either ip 
(Irength or elegance with the productions, of Eu? 

rope. 
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riindpos, Cc*i{l a degree cf infamy upon their cait 
which no cflort of" Europeans can remove^ they are 
ftill ranked among the moll: degraded of men ; and 
dvvcll inhurs feparate from tiie tow^s and villages; 
but new pnKcfies in tanning have been introduced, 
and fliocs are 'nianufa<ftured by them neai'ly equal to * 
thofe imported from Kurope, and at one third of the 
price. The countenance of Europeans being with- 
held by no prejudice r.gainll -their profcffioii, it is pof- 
fible that their humiliating condidon has been in 

fo:rie degree foftened of its rigour. 

« 

The watering of land in a hot chmate, is an ope- 
ration as necelTaiy , as it is laborious and iktiguing : 
in no part of India is this work much abridged by- 
machinery ; in many pans it is drawn from wells 
by the (Irength of cattle ; in others, it is lifted from 
ref.Tvoirs by hum.an labour, by the moft inartificial 
method. A common baflcet, made water-tight vith 
a Ibrt of pitch,, is attached to a rope, and fwung by 
two men, one on each fide, holding the rope; in one 
part of the circumference it defcribcs, it is filled with 
water, which is emptied as it afcen.ls to a higher ele- 
vation. This is far more laborious, and lefs efFeftual 
tlian the water-wheels of the Chinefe ; which, awk- 
w ardly as they are conftrufted, raife many tuns of * 
water in the fpace of a few hours. 



SECT. 



SECT. XXXIIL 



tH£ STATE OF. MARRIED WOMEN AMONG THE 
MAHOMEDANS. 



Caunpore^ Jan. 1798. 



Of this important part of domeftic economy among 
Afiatics, Europeans are, notwithftanding sill that has 
Deen written upon the fubjeft, worfe informed than of 
any other. The very name of the apartments deftin- 
5d for the refidence of married women, Haram, (for-, 
bidden,) implies the exclufion of all ftrangers, par- 
ticularly males, from thefe abodes. ^ Our medical 
gentlemen, (and even with them the occurrence is 
very rare,) are the only perfons ever fuffered to ap- 
proach the dwelling of a married woman of rank : 
when in cafe of any dangerous illnefs a phyfician is ap- 
plied to, he is only permitted to approach the door 
of the apartment, which is covered with a fcreen, 
and there he muft prefcribe, without feeing her, ac- 
cording to the replies he receives to his. enquiries re- 
lating to her complaint. Hence the various rela- 
Vol. I. * U <\cy£\s. 
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tions, rcgaiJinp; the privileges, cuftoms, ^and cr.. 
ploynicnt of Aibtic females, are generally the of- 1 
Ipriiif; of the narrator's vanity, and may be regai 
as dc'ftitutc of truth and accuracy, fmce the v^m I 
enjoyed no opportunity of better information, ft 
the general fiicl, only, the feclufion of all femalcso! 1 
rank, an European car. decide; and when he ur^ 
the advanta;j;es of a freer intercourfe on the femak 
character, he can fpcak on no -.ubjcci: on which hei? 
lefs likely to perfuade. To a MuflTulman, our no- ' 
tions reij;ardinp[ the treatment of females, always ap- 
pear abiurd, and ridiculous ; and he feldom feem? 
more fatisfied with his wifdom, than when heexps- 
tiatv s on the bad eoiifeqiiences which are fomctimes 
the rciult of them. 

It was to a converfation on this fubjefl, with a 
learned Muflulman, who lately vifited England, that 
we are indebted for " A Vindication of the Liber- 
ties of Afiatic Women," written in Perfian by Aba 
Taleb Khan, a native of Lucknow, in the province 
of Owde. This paper, the production of a learned 
Afiatic, upon this interefting fubjeft, has been trant 
lated, and prefer ved in the Afiatic Annual Regifter, 
as a more authentic document, than perhaps the J 
public are yet in pofieffion of, relating to the married 
ftate of the Orientalifls. 
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" One day, fays Abul Taleb, in a certain com- 
pany, the converfation turned upon liberty^ in re- 
Ipeft of which the Englifh confider their owncuf- 

toms 
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toms as the moft perfedl in the world. An EngKfh 
lady, addreffing herfelf to me, obferved, that the wo- 
men of Afia had no liberty at all, but live like 
flaves, without honour, and without authority, in 
the houfes of their hufbands ; and fhe cenfured the 
men for their unkindnefs, and the' women alfo, for 
fubmitting to be fo undervalued. However much 
I attempted, by various ways, to undeceive her, by 
obferving, that the truth is exaftly the reverie, (for 
it is the European women who do not poflefs fo 
much power,) yet it did not bring conviftion to her 
mind. She, however, began to waver in her own 
opinion, and falling into doubt, requefted of me to 
write fomething on the fubjeft, the purport of which 
fhe might comprehend at one view, and' be enabled 
to diftinguifh the truth from falfehood. 

" Since the fame wrong opinion is deeply rooted 
in the minds of all other Europeans, and has been ' 
frequently held forth, I confidered it neceffary to 
write a few lines concerning the privileges, of the fe- 
male fex, as eftablilhed both by law and cuftom, iii 
Afia, and in Europe, ohiitting whatever was com- 
mon to both, and noticing what is peculiar to each, 
in the manner of comparifon, that the diftinftion 
may be the more eafily made, and the rtal ftate of 
the cafe become evident to thofe capable of difcern- 
ment. 

" It muft firft be laid down as a general maxinr, 

that in focial order, refpeft tp tihe rules of politenefs, 

U 2 and 



KhS IXDIAN RECRKATION^. 

and forbearance from injury, is a neceffarf m 
lion ; for, othcrwife, the liberty of one would beik- 
ftrucUvc of the liberty of another: thus, if a pais 
be at liberty to do in his own houfe what maya- 
danger the Hifety of his neighbour's, this muftlxa 
direct oppofition to the liberty of that ndghboc; 
or, if in order to free himfelf from the inconreniflc '' prati 
of the hot weather, he Ihould vifit his friend in te 
dreiling gown, or night fliirt, although it woulik 
cafe and liberty to him, yet it would be foxringi 
feeds of ill-breeding ; therefore the obfervancetf 
thefc rules is eflential. 
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" TnosK things which make the liberty of ^ 
Afiatic women appear lefs than that of thel 
peans, are in my opinion fix : Fir^, The little inter- 1 
courfe with men, and concealment from viewjagr*! 
able to law, and their own habits; and this is tb I 
chief of the whole ; for it has been the caufeoftlici| 
falfe notions entertained by European women, ttoj 
the inclination of the Afiatic females leads them o I 
walk out in the Itreets, and market places, and tto| 
iheir hufbands keep them fhut up, and fet 
upon their door* It may be here obferved, that the I 
advantages of this /itf/d intercourfe, which prevents all .1 
the evils from the admittance of ftrangers, a»i| 
affords fo much time for employment and 
work, are fo very manifeft, that they need not te ] 
enlarged upon : the. practice in London of keeping ' 
the doors of.the boufes fhut, atid the contemp 
condition of the Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope, 

are. 
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are fufficient proofs. " If, notwithftanding this, the 
cuftom of intercourfe of the fcxes is. allowed in 
England^ it is owing both to the force of cuftom, 
and goo^ morals among the Englifh, and to the ap- 
prehenfion of greater inconveniences in the contrary 
praftice. The chief of thefe inconveniencies are 
four ; firft the high price of all things, and the fmall 
number of fervants, and rooms ; for were there a fe- 
parate houfe and table, and equipage for the wife, the 

' expence would be too great to be borne ; and there- 
fore of neceffitv both hulband and wife eat their 
food, with their guefts in one place, fleep togetherin 
the fame chamber ; and cannot avoid being always 
in each other's company : whereas in Afia, where, 
by the cheapnefs of work, the women have feparate 
apartments for themfelves, they have not to make 
their time and convenience fuit that of their huf- 
bands. When their particular friends are with them, 
they do not defire their hufband's company, for fe- 
veral days, bift fend his viduals to him in the mur- 
danna^ (men's apartment) ; and, in like manner, 
when the hufband wifheS to be undifturbed, he eats 
and fleeps in the mlirdannah. 

» 

'' Ay^r(?«^ reafon for this intercourfe in England 
is, the coldnefs of the climate, which requires exercife 
and walking, and the hufband to fleep in the fame 
bed with his wife : but concealment from view is in- 
compatible with walking ; and as for the fecond cafe, 
the want of room is the caufe : for it is natural for 
mankind, wlien under diftrefs and afilidion of mind, 
U 3 • lo 
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to willi frequently for retirement and priv:r,b 
flceping alone. 

" A i/jird caufe is, the people here being all oi: 
race ; for in this kingdom, placed in a comer cti' 
globe, where there is no coining nor going cii: 
reigners, the intercourfe of the fexes is not attei^' 
with the fame confequences of a corruption of nfflrl 
ners, as in Afia, where people of various naiiSi' 
dwell in the fame city; and to allow the^oca 
fuch a liberty there, where there is fuch danger 
corruption, would be an encroachment upon the 
bcrty of the men, which (as fhown in the begii*, 
is contrary to juftice. That a corruption of manner: 
mufl enfue, where various kinds of people mis ^ 
gether, is too evident to need demonftration. Be- 
fore the Muffulmans entered Hindoftan, the viaM 
did not conceal themfelves from view ; and eve' 
now, in all the Hindoo villages, it is not cuftona^ 
and it is well known how inviolable the liinte 
preferve their own cuftoms, and how obftinatelyitj 
are attached to them : but now fo rigidly do vomfl 
in the great towns obferve this practice of conceal- 
ment from view, that the bride does not even flw* 
herfelf to her father-in-law, and the fifter comes bfli 
feldom into the prefence of her brother. 

** A fourth caufe of the cuftom in Europe is, Am 
ncccflity which the women there have to acquire ex- 
perience in the affairs of the world, and to learn va- 
riovis arts on ticcount ^f x\vt* d\^>5 laid u^on them of ' 
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taking part in their hufband's bufinefs. This expe- 
»ence could not be obtained by keeping in con- 
<:ealment ; whereas the duties of Afiatic women con- 
:fifting only in having the cuftody of the huiband*5 pro- 
perty, and bringing up the children, they have no 
occafion for fuch experience, or for laying afide their 
own cufton^ of concealment. What has been juft 
faid, was to (how that th-* Afiatic women have no 
neceffity to expofe their perfons ; but it muft alfo be 
obferved that they have many reafons for preferring 
privacy. One is the love of leifure, and repofe horn 
the fatigue of motion ; a fecond, their defire of pre- 
ferving their honour by not mixing with the vulgar, 
nor fuffering the infults of the low and rude, who 
are always paffing along the ftreets. This feeling 
they have in common with the wives of European 
noblemen, who, to preferve their dignity, are never 
feen walking on the ftreets ; and alfo with ladies in 
private life, who, when walking out at night, and 
even in the day, are always attended by a male 
friend, or fervant, who protefts thern. 

" The notipn which the European women have, 
that the women .of Aiia never fee a man's face but 
their hufband's, and are debarred from all amufe- 
ment and fociety, proceeds entirely from mifinfor* 
mation: they can keep company with their huf- 
band's and father's male relations, and with old 
neighbours and domeftics ; and at meals there are 
always many men and women of this defcription 
prefent:* and they can go in ip^Vaxvks.^\NS. vo <!^^ 
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hoiifts of tiicir relations, and of ladies of their o^ 
rank, even though ihc hulbaiids are unacquaintei; 
and alfo to walk in the gardens, after llrangers an 
cxcludcij ; and they can fend for muficians, aK 
dancers to entertain them at their own houfes; zst 
they have many other modes of aijiufement 
thofe mentioned, 

" Tni: fccond caufe why the liberty of Afiatk 
women appears lefs than that of Europeans is^ine 
privilege of the hulband, by law, to marry feveral 
wives. I'his, to the European women, feems a grie- 
^'ous (^ppreiFion ; and they hold thofe very cheap 
who fubmit to it. But, in truth, the caufe of this 
law and cuftom is the nature of the female fex them- 
felves, which feparates them from the hufband, the 
feveral laft months of pregnancy, and time of fuck- 
ling y and befidcs thefe, the Afiatic women ha\c 
many other times of being feparate from their huf- 
bands. This privilege not being allowed by the 
Englifli law, is indeed a great hardfhip upon the 
Englifh hufl)ands ; whereas the Afiatic law permit- 
ling polygamy, does the hufband juftice, and wrongs 
not the wife ; for the honour of the firft, and equal 
•wife is not atlecled by it : thofe women who fubnut 
to marry with a married man, not being admitted 
hito the focicty of ladies, as they are never of high 
or wealthy families, no man of honour ever allowing 
his daughter to make fuch a marriage. 
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*' The* mode in vhich thefe other wives live is 
nis ; thofe who are of genteel extraftion, have a fe- 
^arate houfe for themielves, like kept miftreffes in 
England ; and thofe who are not, live in the houfe of 
he equal wife, like fervants, and the hulband at times 
:onvey§ himfelf to them in a clandeftine manner* 
3efides, thefe wives cannot invade any of the rights 
)f the equal wife; for although they and their 
rhildren are by law entitled to inheritance, yet fince 
he €qual wifej never marries without a very large 
iowry fettled upon her, all that the hufband leaves 
Toes to the payment of this dowry, and nothing re- 
nains for his heirs. The opinion, that the men of 
A.fia have three or four wives, is very ill-founded. 
For in common they have only one ; out of a thou- 
sand there will be fifty perfons who have from one 
:o two,, and ten out qf thefe who have not more 
than two. The fear of the bad confequence of po- 
lygamy makes men fubmit with patience to the times 
d{ feparation from the equal wife, as much the better 
W3.y ; for, from what I know, it is eafier to live withj 
■wo tygreffes than two wives, 

" The third caufe, is the power of dvorce being 
in the hands of th? hulb^nd. This is ordained by 
law, but not praftifed ; for if a great offence be the 
motfve tQ divorce a wife, and if it be proved againft 
her, ihe receives puniflnnent by the order of the ma- 
giftrate, or from the hufband, with the concurrence 
of all her relations ; and if the offence be of a trivial 
nature, 4uch as a difference of temper and infociabi- 
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lity, tlij hull^rinJ puniflies her by leaving the femij 
apaiMV-jiu and living in his own. But the reafontel 
divoivj h'Aivr ilie v/ill of the hulband, lies kk\ 
very j nil ice of the law, and the diftmftion ofin 
inak: iVx over the female, on account of thegrsr.: 
lliare they lake in ihe management of the world; fe 
cdl the laborious work falls to their lot, fuchascrj 
vying heavy burdens, going to war, repulfmg ce. 
mics, &c. and the women generally fpend their lives ^ 
In repofe and quiet. Neverthelefs, if a wife eftablia 1 
a criminal offence a;::ainft her huiband, fuch as an 
unfair diftribution of his time among them, or a di- 
minution of the neceflfaries of life, flie can obtain a 
divorce in fpitc of him. 

" The fourth is, the little credit the law attaches 
to the evidence of women in Afia ; for, in a court cf 
inllice, every faft is proved by the teftimony of t\\o 
men ; but if women be thn witneffes, four are requi- 
red. '1 his does not arife from the fuperiority of the 
one over the other, but it is founded on the litde ex. 
periencc and knowledge women poffefs, and the fie* 
klenofs of their difpofition. 

^' The fifth is, the Afiatic women having to leave 
off going to balls and entertainments, and wearing 
fliewy dreffes and ornaments, after the death of fheir 
huibands. This is owing to their great aflfedtion for 
their hulband's niemory ; and their own modes and 
habits ; for there is nothing to prevent a woman from 
doing otherwife, or marying a fecond huiband, but 

4 the 
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ihc drea*d of expofing herfelf to the ridicule arid cen- 
fure of women of her own rank. 

" The fixth is, the Afiatic daughters not having 
the liberty of choofing their hufbands. On this head 
nothing need be faid ; for in Europe this liberty is 
nearly nominal, fince without the will of the father 
and mother the daughters, choice is of no avail ; and 
in its effects, it ferves only to encourage running 
aT«ay (as the male and female flaves in India do,) and 
to breed coldnefs and trouble among the members of 
a family. But granting that fuch a Uberty does exifl 
in England, the defpair and mifery it muft always en- 
tail are very evident. The choice of a girl jufk come 
from the nurfery, and defirous by nature to get a 
hufband, in an affair upon which the happinefs of 
her whole life depends, can neither deferve that re- 
fpeft nor confideration which is due to the choice of 
her parents, who have profited by experience, and 
are not blinded by paffion. 

" But* what the Afiatic women have more than 
the European, both by law and cuftom, may "be rank- 
ed under eight heads.: " Firfl, Their power over the 
property and children of the hufband by cuftom; for 
the men of Afia confider the principal objeft of mar- 
. riage, after the procreation of their own fpecies for 
the worftiip of God, two things, the one to have their 
money and effedts taken care of, and the other to 
have their children brought up, fo that they them- 
fplve^ being entirely difengaged of thefe concerns, 

may 
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may turn the whole of their endeavours to th*e attaini 
meiit of their varicnr.-. piirl'iiits. The chief part, there- 
fore*, (;f \vh;itcver \veahh they may acquire, they give 
lu charjje to their wi^Ts, and thus the women have it 
in their power to amiiliJhite in one day, the produft 
of a whole; life. Although this feldom happens, yet 
it often occurs, that the hufband, who has am^iffed a 
larj];e fortune in youth and power, and has delivered 
it in charjre to his wifc^ when he demands* it back in 
old age and neceffity, llic does not allow him more 
thim daily fupport, and lays the reil up in a place of 
fecurity for the fake, of her children. And fo great 
is the power they poffefs, as to the difpofal of their 
children, that frequently tl\ey are. brought up without 
any education, or die in childhood ; for the w-omen, 
on account of their little fenfe, are never pleafed to. 
part with their ghiklren, \>y fending them to fchool, 
and to UvquiVe experience by travelling ; and whe^i 
tlicy fall fick, they give them improper medicines, by 
the advice of their ov/n confidents; or, from their 
foftnefs of heart, indulge them in whatever it is the 
nature of the fick to take a longing for, jtfid thus 
they caiife their death. 

^' Second, Their power by cuftom, as to the 
marriage of their children, and choice of their religi- 
ous faith ; fpr jf the hulband wifces to give one of 
them in marriage to a perfon the mother difapproves 
of, the match does not tajke place, but in t;he other 
way it generally does. All 'the children, both male 
and female, from being moftly in the company of tha 

mother^ 
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hiother, and looking upon her as their proteftor 
againft tlie father, whom^ on account of his wifliing 
to have them educated, they confider as their tor- 
mentor^ follow the religious tenets of their mother, 
and remain perfeft ftrangers to thofe of their father. 
It often happens where the wife is a Schiah, and the 
hufband'^a Sounie, the children having been Shiahs 
from their own natural difpofition, and the inftruc^ 
tion of the mother, fpeak difrefpectfully of the chiefs 
of the Sounie fefl:, in their father*s prefence ; and he 
who never all his life bore fuch language from any 
perfon, but was ready to put the fpeaker of it to death, 
has no redrefs but patiently to hear it ifom them, as, 
on account of their want of undcrftanding, they are 
.excufeable : and thus by frequent repetition, his at- 
tachment to his faith is fliaken, and in the courfe of 
time, he either forfakes it entirely, or remains in it 
with lukewarmnefs* 

" Third, Theif authority of their (ervants ; for 
the fervants of the Murdannah, the keeping and 
changing of whom is in the hands of the hu{l>and, 
through fear of expofing themfelves to the difpleafurc 
of the wife, when 'fhe finds a proper opportunity, by 
their committing fome fault, which fervants are con- 
ftantly doing, are more obedient to her, than their 
own mafters : and the fervants of the Zenana, whom 
the wife has the care of retaining, or turning off, 
ftand fo much in awe of their miftrefs, that many of 
them pafs their whole lives in the Zenana, without 
ever once coining into the prefence of the hufband. 

Some 
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Some of them never perform any fervice for him at 
all, and others who do, enter not into difcourfe with 
him ; and the women are fo obftinate in this refpeS, 
that their hufl>ands never can turn off one of the 
fcrvants, but his very complaint againft them is a 
recommendation ; and his recommendation has the 
tffeO: of a complaint, by fubjecling them to their 
mi^:rvj^>'s refentmcnt. 

" Contrary to this is the manner of the Euro- 
j)can ladies, who have not their own will with their 
children and fervants, but live more like free and fa- 
milial" guefts . in their hufbands* houfes ; and the 
Iioufehold tdablifliment and equipage being common 
to both, if any part, as the carriage, for example, is 
previoufly employed by the one, the other has to 
wait till it is difengaged : of this there is no doubt, 
that if a quarrel enfucs between an Englifli hufband 
and wife, the wife has to leave the houfe, and feek 
her dinner, either at her father^s, or a friend's; 
whereas in Afia, it is the hufband who has to go out; 
for frequently the utenfils of cooker)' are not kept in 
the murdannah. 

'• Fourth, the freedom, by cuflom of the Afia- 
tic women from affifting in the bufinefs of* the hut 
band, or fervice of his guefts ; whereas this is gene- 
rally the bufinefs of European wives, w^hether their 
hufbands be of a genteel bufinefs, fuch as jewellery, 
mercery, or perfumery, or the more fendle ones ; I 
have feen many rife from their dinner to anfwer the 

d^tnandK 
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demands of a purchafer : and although all thefe du- 
ties are nolt required of the ladies, yet fome, efpecial- 
ly the entertaining of the guefts, carving and helping 
the difhes at table, and making the tea and coffee, are 
generally performed by them. Now the Afiatic la- 
dies have no fuch duties at all ; but live in the man- 
ner before defcribed* 

" Fifth, the greater deference the Afiatic ladles 
find paid to their humours, and prefcriptive right of 
teazing their hulbands by every pretext, which is 
confidered as an effential quality of beauty : for if a 
wife does not put thefe in praftice, but is fubmiflive 
to her hulband*s will in every thing, her charms very 
foon lofe their brilliancy in his eyes. Thus when a 
wife goes to vifit her father, £he will not return to her 
hulband, till he has come himfelf feveral times to 
fetch her ; and being as often vexed by her breaking 
her promife. And every day when dinner is ferved, 
by pretending to be engaged at the time, fhe keeps 
her hufband waiting, and does not come till the meat 
is cold ; and in the fame manner, at bed-time ; for 
returning quickly from their father^s houfe, is con- 
fidered as a fign of fondnefs for the hulband, which 
looks ill, as they think ; and coming foori to dinner, 
in their opinion, betrays the difpofition of a hungry 
beggar. In thefe and fuch cafes, the hulband has 
nothing for it but patience ; nay, it ever pleafcs hirii. 
I have known manj^" beautiful women, conftant in 
their affeftion, and obedient to their hulbands night 
and day, whom, for want of thefe qualities, their huf-. 
* bands 
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bands quickly gretv tired of, and unjuftly defertei^ 
for the fake of plain women who poflefTed them, 

*' Sixth, The greater reliance placed by the Afia- 
tjc hu(bands in their wives' virtue, both from law and 
cuftom. Although European ladies can go out of 
doors, and difcourfe with ftrangefs, yet this is not al- 
lowed, unlefs they have a trully pcrfon along with 
them, cither of the huiband's or the father's ; and 
fleeping out all night is abfolutely denied them. The ' 
Afiatic ladies, on the contrary, when they go tc the ' 
houfe of a lady of their acquaintance, though their 
hufbands be entire ftrangers, are not attended by any 
perlbn of the hufband's or father's, aiid they fpend 
not only one or two nights in that houfe, but even a 
whole week : and in fuch a houfe, though the mafter 
IS prohibited from entering the apartments where they 
are, yet the young men of fifteen, belonging to the 
family or relations, under the name of children, have 
free accefs, and eat with and enter into the amufe-. 
ments of their guefts. 

^' Seventh, Their fliare in the children by law.. 
For, if a divorce happens, tte fons go to the father, 
and the daughters to the mother, contrai*y to the cuf- 
tom in England, where, if a divorce happens, the mo- 
ther, who for twenty years may have toiled and con- 
fumed herfelf in bringing up her children, has to 
abandon all to the father, and full of grief and aflKc- 
.tion, leave his houfe. 

^* £lQHTH, 
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«« Eighth, The eafe both by law and cuftom, 
l^th which the wife may feparate herfelf from her 
hufband, when there may be a quarrel between them, 
without producing a divorce. Thus the wife, in an 
hour's time after the difpute, fets off with the chil- 
dren and her property to the houfe of her father, or 
relations, and until her hufband makes her fatisfac- 
tion fhe does not return : and this fhe can always do 
without a moment's delay. 

" Besides thefe eight, as above noticed, of the 
fuperior advantages the Afiatic women enjoy over the 
European, there ^re- many others here omitted for 
brevity's fake. What has been faid is enough for 
people of difcernment*.*'" 

Vol. L X SECT. 



* Abu Taleb Is a man of high rank and character, and has 
been employed in situations of great trust by the government 
of Owde, and by the Marquis Comwallis : he is better ac- 
quainted ,with the subject than any European can pretend to 
be 'y yet a^ he seems to have a ca/e to make out in this vindica- 
tion of the rights of Asiatic' wives, he is probably not to be 
believed to the full extent of every assertion, though upon tke 
t^hole a credible evidence; 



SECT. XXXIV. 



i^:-SCRirTioN or an European CANTONxMENt. 



Caunpore^ yan. 1*798. 

This is the largell military ftation in this part of 
India ; and may be regarded as the head-quarters of 
the lield army in the pay of the Nabob Vizier. The 
buildings crefted at the public expence, are barracks 
for the European infimtr}', cavalry, and artillery^ 
with a general hofpital for the reception of the fick. 
Thefe arc condudled with economy and neatnefs, af- 
ter a regular plan, and are perhaps better adapted 
for the fervice, than, the more expenfive ereftions at 
Dinapore, Barhampore, and the Prefidency. The ' 
officers of every defcription, provide their own lodg- 
ings, which confift of very commodious and elegant 
Bungalows, built without any regularity, on a fpace 
extending about fix miles along the Ganges. 



Each 
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£ach Bungalow, with Its garden, out-houfes, and 
appendages, is called an eftate ; in the purchafe of 
which, and the pofition of his buildings, every indi- 
vidual was left to confult his tafte, convenience, or 
caprice. You can therefore expefl: no regularity or 
arrangements in the cantonments : what is ftill more 
inconvenient, the buildings are fo much fcattered 
and detached, that they cannot be protected againft 
thieves by all the troops they contain. Each pro- 
prietor of a houfe is obliged to hire a number of 
* Chokeddrs (watchmen) proportioned to his property, 
and upon thefe terms only can he depend on pro- 
tection. Thefe watchmen are enrolled under a chief, 
and are either thieves themfelves, or fo intimately 
connefted with the profeffion, that they are found by 
experience to be the beft qualified to deteft them. 
One thing is pretty certain, whoever pays the Cho- 
kedars is fecure ; whoever neglefts to hire them is 
plundered. 

Caunpore is fituated in the upper part of that 
vafl plain, which extends from the bay of Bengal to 
the mountains of Thibet ; an immenfe valley far fur- 
pafling the extent of Egypt, and probably unequal- 
led in atiy part of the globe* The foil is not only all 
arable, but, with proper cultivation, capable of be- 
ing rendered extremely fertile. A mofl effential 
branch of hufbandry is watering ; and for this pur- 
pofe the wells are innumerable. You cannot ride 
out in any diredion without meeting with fo great a 
X 2 ' . number. 
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number, that accidents are not unfrequent of horib 
tumbling into thcni with their riders. 

Anothku annoyance of the troops at this ftaticn, 
and whicli they cannot poflibly avoid, is the dull to- 
wards the dole of the dry feafon. From the middle 
of October till the middle of June, there is feldoma 
fni|;le lliower of rain. The ground becomes pardi- 
ed to a cinder ; and all 'vegetation except on the 
Avatered fields is dedroyed. The tread of horfes, 
camels, and bullocks, loofcns each day a certain- 
quantity of duft upon the furface, which the hot 
winds beginning regularly to blow in the afternoon^ 
raifc into the air in the form of a thick cloud, 
which not only hides the fun, but envelopes the 
whole ftation in midnight darknefs. At this feafon, 
contending warriors are firft difcernible to each other 
by the clouds of dud which hover about them; nor 
can an hidividual of either be diftinguiftied till they 
are almoft in contaft, when the artillery and mulke- 
try has the appearance of thunder burfting from a 
cloud. The hiftory of the country affords many in- 
ftances of battles loft or won by the diredKonofthc 
dufh ; a windward pofition gives an army an advan- 
tage fomewhat fimilar to the weather gage in anac- , 
tion at fea. 

To inhale into the lungs fol: feveral months to- 
gether an atmofphere loaded with duft, muft prove 
hurtful as well as difagreeable ; yet neither the Hin- 
doos nor Mahommedans have fallen upon any con- 

' trivance 
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trivance to remedy this evil. Before the arrival of 
the Europeans there was not a houfe in all India fur- 
nifhed with glafs windows; even at prefent, when 
glafs is fo common here, I believe none of the na- 
tives have availed themfelves of fo obvious a remedy. 
Glafs is confidered by the Europeans as an indifpen- 
fible requifite in the conftruftion of every Bungalow 
at the upper ftations: they have, even introduced 
the ufe of it into the camp. Several officers carry, 
on the»r march, a frame of glafs, wliich they fix in 
the windward door of their tents, during the hot 
winds, (hould the fervice call them into the field at 
that feafon. 

It has been propofed to proteQ: this cantonment, 
by drawing a kind of rampart from the Ganges at 
the upper bank, to the lower end of the ftation ; a 
line of about fix miles in length. Againft an ene- 
my this would prove hardly any defence ; from the 
thieves it would probably afl'ord ftill lefs proteftion, 
lince the far greater part of them are juftly fufpefted 
of refiding within the Ccintonments. It would how- 
ever protect the native huts from the incurfions of 
ihe wolf, an animal from which they fuffer frequent 
and dreadful alarms. Hardly a night paffes in 
which they do not dafli into fome corner of the 
camp, where their purpofe is tb carry off the children 
that may be found draggling near the huts ; and it 
is painful to refleft how often they are fuccefsful. 
Their flirength enables them to carry off a child of 
three or faur years, though clofely purfued by the 
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prirt'iil::, who arc pierced with the cries of their 
clilkl wiilituu any polVihility of affording it relief. 
The iiiiKibiiiinls of the fouih of Europe are much 
aiinovL'd l)v tht: wolf, but in India he is far morede- 
ftnuiivc; l)cc;iule here the audacity of ever}^ preda- 
tory aniip.;il is iucrcafcd by the experience they all 
have of !lic avciiion that the Hindoos entertain to 
the fli'_i!'j'M;T (^f even the blood of noxious beafts. 
If thjy are L\cr roufcJ to cnfnare thde animals, it is 
by tlic l'u:oiv.\i;i'«^, who pay them a certain fum for 
bringijij; thcni 'alive for the purpoie ot affording them 
fport in the cluicc, 

TiiK method in which the natives defend their 
cropfi'om the granivorous animals, (hows how ftrong- 
ly their religimis prejudices operate in this pardcular. 
I'h'j watchmen are provided with no offenfive wea- 
pons, excepting a fiiiu; ; on the contrary, they con- 
tinue the whole diiy Handing in one fmgle pofitiou 
upon a pllLir of cljy raiJld about ten feet, wherethey 
}-eniain bellowing continually, that they may terrify, 
wirho'j.t hurting, tlic birds v. ho feed upon the crop. 
Every confiderablc field contains feveral fuch centi- 
neis ii:uio!}eJ at different corners, who repeat the call ^ 
JVoiii one to ir.ioilier fo inceffantlv, that the invaders 
l^.ave hiirdly any onportunity of making good a live- 
lihood in the [icld. 

liij occuiMiion of wpJxhing a field in India, inuft 
prove, one fiiould imagine, one of the moft tediou'^ 
■..ik! d:l:tgree:Lljk^ in which a human bdu'^ cov-'i 
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be placed. To ftand for days and months expo- 
fed naked to a vertical fun, without the power of 
moving fix inches from the fpot, is a ftate compared 
to which a prifon in England may be regarded as af- 
fording the luxury of a prince. Yet how many 
thoufands here are doomed to limit their intelleftual 
and bodily enjoyments to this narrow fphere ; and 
what is ftill more furprifing with apparent content- 
ment. The wants of nature are here few ; and the 
mental exertions neceffary to fuppl'y them, however 
fmall, are fufficient to occupy a mind, enlarged but a 
a little beyond that of a brute. 

The real wants of nature, whatever they may be, 
muft be fupplied ; the foxes have holes ; the birds 
have%nefts : fo our field watchmen are forced during 
the rains to erefl:, inftead of a clay pillar, a fcaf- 
folding of wood as high as the crop, over which 
they fufpend a roof of ftraw to fhelter their naked 
bodies from the rain. This though conftrufted 
with much lefs labour and ingenuity, than many ani- 
mals difplay in preparing their dwelling, has the 
fame effefl: : it protefts them from the inclemency 
of the elements to w^hich they mufl: otherwife fall a 
facrifice. Thefe watchmen are entertained over and 
above th^ complement of herdfmen for the cattle, 
and their number is much greater. Experience 
mufl: have afcertained their ufe ; to an European it 
would* appear that, as birds mull have fupport, they 
probably fnatch that fupport from tliefb watches 
either by day or during the night: to him therefore 
X 4 ^ "^^ 
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it appears fuperfluous to refifl demands thht one way 
or other mull be fatisfied. 

A concourfe of Europeans in any part of the 
couiiirv, always draws after it a proportional number 
orpirJvLi. : a battalion cannot march in any direftion 
\viil!(.iii an uccoinpanyinent of camp followers thrice 
its owji riiHubcr. Ten thouland foldiers ftationedfor 
any ccniiiLruble time, will bring a popuhtion of five 
tinges tlial aniimut to thtir neighbourhood. ^ Mer- . 
chants, traJcfincn, and fervants of every denomina- 
tion, find their account in following the train ; and 
no inconfidcrable portion of the pay of the army re- 
verts to the fame fource from which it was drawn, to 
the former for cattle, grain, and vegetables, and to the 
artificer for his labour. 

Hence agriculture in the vicinity of Caunpore, 
has profited by the ftimulus of an European market, 
and high prices. Not only Indian corn, but gram, 
barley, and wheat are cultivated to an extent equal 
to the demand. Turnips, cabbages, and European 
vegetables, are at this fea'on in great abundance, 
not only in the gardens of officers, but in the fields 
cultivated by the natives. Grapes, peaches, with a 
profufion of fruit, have long fince been fupplied 
by the Europeans. The culture of the grl^e in In- 
dia requires care, and appears to be of European 
cxtraftion. •. 



Tiir. 
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The "fugar plantations are neither numerous nor 
cxtenfive ; I fuppofe from the want of confumpt in 
this interior fituation. The few fields I have feen 
are remarkably abundant, and rich : the crop is at 
prefent nearly ripe, and nothing can evince the fer- 
tility of the foil more ftrongly, than the comparifon 
of the fugar.with the adjoining crops; the former 
though tall, and fo thick, as to render it impene- 
trable to the rays of the fun, is yet far furpaffed by 
thejuar, and palma chrifti, which here rife to the 
height of ten or twelve, feet. Nothing in nature can 
furpafs in luxuriance a country covered with fuch 
crops ; but unfortunately cultivation is here fre- 
quently interrupted by the intervention of extenfive 
waftes refembling the large commons in England. 
Thefe are at this feafon fcorched to barrennefs, eve- 
ry particle of verdure being burnt up, nothing meets 
the eye except barren fand or dull floating with the 
wind. The foil of thefe v/aftes feems to be eflentially 
the fame as that which is fo fertile under cultivation, 
and did the population require, it could be rendered 
equally productive by the labour of a fingic feafon. 
Incomplete as the hufbandry is, the value of the ze- 
mindary around our cantonments muft have incre^if- 
ed in a high degree fince this was made a flation. 
In what proportion this incrcafcd value is fhared by 
the Zemindar and the Nawaub, I have not learnt. 
No event alters the condition of the Ryut : po- 
verty is invariably hi? lot liowever circumftanccs 
may change. 

i sEc:r. 



SECT. XXXV, 



MODE {OF LIV!NC> AMONG THE MILITARY AND CIVIL 
OFFICERS. 



Caunpore^ Jan. 1798. 

The mode of living in this part of India has, within 
the laft ten or fifteen years, undergone a very great 
aheration. Before that pe.' iod the civil and military 
fervants of the company of the firft rank were lodged 
in Bungalows worfe than thofe of a fubaltem of the 
prcfent day : as the praftice of feeding beef, mutton, 
pork, and poultry, was not -then introduced, theu* 
tables were very poorly fupplied ; even vegetables 
were not to be had ; though an article indifpenfibly 
neceflary in this climate. Thefe inconveniences were 
aggravated by a conftant routine of irregularity. Af- 
ter dinner it was the ufual cuftom to go to fleep, in 
the hotted time of the day; from this every party was 
awakened in the evening, to partake of a fupper, 
which protracted a drunken federunt till a late hour 
of the next morning. 

Amidst 
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Amidst 'continued repletion, and frequent irregu- 
larity, the climate operated with fatal influence ; for 
trying as Bengal ftill is to almoft every European 
conftitution, 'there was a time when it was deemed 
far more hoflile. A reformation highly commenda- 
ble has been efFcded, partly from neceffity ; but 
more by the example of a late governor general, 
whofe elevated rank and noble birth gave him in a 
great meafure the guidance of fafhion. Regular 
hours and fobriety of condufb became as decidedly 
the tefl: of a man of fafhion, as they were formerly 
of irregularity. Thoufands owe their lives, and ma- 
ny more their health, to this change, which had nei- 
ther been reckoned upon, nor even forefeen by thofe 
who introduced it, 

Qne fpecics of diffipation often leads to others : 
the late hours and hard drinking induced gaming, 
which prevailed to a degree ruinous to many indivi- 
duals : the fame nobleman, above alluded to, by 
giving this praftice his decided difapprobation, and 
promoting fuch as refrained from it, has in a great 
degree leflened the habit, by bringing it into difgrace. 
Much diffipation, however, ttill remains : it is tho 
prevailing vice of the military charder in every 
country ; and the prevalence of it in India fome have 
regarded as the dcftruftion of our power in the Eaft : 
they allege " That this has gradually weakened, '^nd 
at-laft diffqlved the connection of every country 
with its diilant dominions, and that we are not to cx- 
pccl a miracle wrought in our behalf to efFeft an e» 
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emption from the common cataftrophe* of nations. 
What Mr. Munic fayt; of defpotifm, may be with 
equal jultice aflcrrcd of the grouih of felfilh and tiif- 
foIiUe manners, it is the Einuamifia of our empire in 
this part of the world.'* 

Tiii:y fuggefh too, *' That other circumftances 
may intervene to prevent either a natural or an eafy 
diflblution. An independent army, involved in debt 
by extravagance, or fHmulated by avarice, mayleize, 
brevi incinii^ all our pofleflions for themfelves, while 
the infamy of the treafon may fink or difappear, 
amidfl the univerfal depravity. Where the principle 
of promotion is length, of fervice, without any other 
confideration, the moft worthlefs and diffolute may 
look forward to command with as much confidence 
as the moft meritorious officer. If diligence, brave- 
ry, and good conduQ: be attended with no advantage, 
they will be foon abandoned and ridiculed as ufelefs 
qualifications. A perfon receiving a commiffion, 
inftead of regarding it as an obligation to difcharge 
the duties of a laborious profeflion, will confider 
it a kind of freehold property yielding him a certain 
annual fum, which nothing but death can deprive 
him oV 

They affert, " That among thofe who are accuf- 
toined to command, an independent, haughty, and 
imperious character becomes unavoidable, unlefs they 
are in their tufn fubjecled to the control of a fupe- 
rior. This control, however, is entirely abolifhed, 

the 
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the moment you allow an officer to regard every .ftep 
of promotion as a right pofitively conferred by his 
own fervice independent of the will of any fuperior." 

" That if with all thofe circumftances, you grant 
a liberty to each officer who applies for it to remove 
into any other corps, as often as intereft or caprice 
fhall fuggeft, even the fubaltern will be releafed from 
every tie of fubofdination. Does his condufl: give 
offence to his fuperior officer, he exchanges into ano- 
ther regiment, and bids hhn defiance. Subordina- 
tion among officers not only ceafes ; but the difcip- 
line of the private men is totally neglefted. The di- 
ligent and faithful officer, by this fyftem, can look 
for no more than he who is totally unacquainted 
with the fervice. That in this climate, without fome 
motive to induflry, there will not long remain the 
appearance of exertion ; Parade duty will foon be 
neglected, and neither officers nor men will retain 
fufficient knowledge of their duty, to be of any fer- 
vice, except drawing their monthly allowances." 

*' That fubalterns rendered independent of their 
fuperior officers, begin to treat them as their equals, 
and defpife their authority ; hence by attaching the 
general officers, yoii by no means fecure the duty or 
attachment of the army : it becomes in your hands a 
rope of fand, and only to be guided by its own interefl 
or caprice. That an army, efficient in point of num- 
ber, may thus become altogether inadequate to the 
defence or proteftion of the country : to its employ- 
ers 
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ers only it can prove formidable ; they may be con- 
fidered, as at its difcrction ; or rather they 'may be 
regarded as having conftructed an unwieldy and tot- 
tering edifice, which muft crufti them by its fall." 

'^ That (hould no dangerous enterprizes be un- 
dertaken by an army in this independent and infub- 
ordinate Hate, its difcipline will foon fo far decline, 
that hardly any military appearance, fave that of the 
uniform, fliall appear. The whole Itudy of officers 
will be to fecure fituations of emolument, or fuch 
parts of the fervice as may fuit their convenience or 
pleafure.*\ 

" That thefe cffeds have not been difcovered in 
the Company's army in India, they allege, is highly 
to the credit of the individuals who compofe it. In 
that mixture which compofes ou/ military force in 
this part of the world, you meet with French, 
Dutch, Portuguefe, and wanderers from every na- 
tion in Europe: among thefe, however, there are not 
a few of refi)c£lable families in Britain, who, them- 
felves men of character, hope to return and fpend 
in comfort the little coi^ipetence acquired in the 
fervice. Any enterprize involving the tranquillity ,\ 
of their country, or their own cftimation at home, 
would preclude fuch hopes, and therefore is avoided. 
Whatever may be the views of others of a different 
defcription, nothing can be undertaken without a ge- 
neral concert and co-operation : hence it has been 
the fortune of our India poflTefTions to hang by a 

,thread,* 
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thread, which their defenders have not yet agreed, 
with one heart and one mind, to touch ; though, 
perhaps, fecretly confcious, that with the firft treath 
of commotion it would be for ever broken/* 

These conclufions may appear plaufible, but they 
proceed on the fuppofition, that military gentlemen 
in this fervice, are equally incapable of difcerning 
their own intereft, and of eflimating their power, 
The revenues of India, under a military government^ 
woyld probably ceafe to be confiderable ; and would 
certainly fall to be engroffed by one or a few mili- 
tary defpots, who had transferred the powers of go- 
vernment to their oivn perfons. Their inferiors would 
only be treated with regard fo long as they were the 
neceflary tools of their ambition : the power of each 
would be no fooner fecured, than he would fpurn 
thefe affociates, as the abettors of one treafcn, or 
dread them as the projectors of a fecond. On tlie 
mofl favourable fuppofition, that of unanimity among 
the officers on the divifion of their fpoils, a circum- 
ftance which perhaps never yet happened, a few only 
could command. The lot of the far greater part 
would be that of hirelings to a military ufurper, 
whofe govejrnment and fervice had no known rules, 
either of law, cuftom or difcretion. He pays no high 
compliment to the difcernment of any fet of men, 
who fuppofes that they would (abftrafting from the 
immorality of the bufinefs,) prefer fuch a fituation 
to the prefent fervice, grievous, as in fome inflances,. 

it may appear, . • 

It 
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It would be doing injuftice to fo numerous a body 
to luppofe, that the confequcnces are not forefeen 
and fiflly weighed by many of them; on the idea that 
a change of government could be effected by the mi- 
litary fierce in India : But the poffibility of their ac- 
complilliing fuch an objedt, Teems more than doubt- 
ful. The European part of the army is a motely 
mixture of all nations, a fmall bribe might engage 
them in any enterprife ; but they are the moft de- 
bauched and unprincipled troops any where to be 
met with ; and would give no fufficient fupport to 
any caufe, whether good or bad. 

The native troops, In every thing the reverie of 
the European, would be guarded by their integrity 
from fuch meafures, unlefs difguiled under the ap- 
pearance of duty. Such a deception would not be 
long fupported, and as foon as the truth ^as dif- 
covered, they would be more apt to revenge them- 
felves upon their betrayers than to light their batdes. 

Suppose, however, all thefe obftacles overcome, 
and the country in poffeffion of the troops^ how is i 
fuccelnon of European officers and privates to be pro^ 
cured for the fupport of diicipline : In a few years 
the prefent race muft yield to the feverity of the 
climate, and the difcipline of a native corps, would 
not furvive the officers for fix months. Then the 
Indian army would fall back to its original ftatc 
under native difcipline^ and could give no more 

effeftual 
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cfFeftual oppofition to Europeans than when they at 
firft conquered this country. ^ 

In America the caufe of revolt was conftantly fup- 
ported and ftrengthened by a growing fpirit of in- 
dependence in every individual. In India fuch a 
fpirit never was felt, nor could ever be infufed into a 
hundred perfons. The two caufes are in direft op- 
pofition, and the refult would be totally different. I 
know jhat fome perfons, more accuftomed to fpeak 
than to think, have fancied they faw in India another 
America ; but in the two countries every thing is 
contrafted : maimers, education, habit and religion. 
And the man who imagines that a change in favour 
of freedom could be effefted in the one as eafily as 
in the other, muft be ignorant of both. 

With a powerful fleet, it will long be in the pow- 
er of Britain to trftnfport a confiderable force to India; 
while without a continual fupply of European officers 
no difcipline can be fupported in native troops to op- 
pofe that force. A day of retribution very foon 
would unavoidably come, when the fpirit of the na- 
tion would be avenged on its perfidious fervants :— 

Manet alta mente repoftum 
yudicium--/preti injuria regnik 
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biLCT. XXXVI. 



IDKA 01 Tin: MOGUL EMPIRE IN THE REIGN OF ACBIR> 



CaimporCj "Jan. 1798. 

Tuit mgn of Acber is an important aera in the an- 
nals of llindoftan : it continued half a century, and 
may be regarded as the ^Vuguftan Age of the Ma- 
homedan Emperors. Fortunately for the infor- 
niiition of pufterity, his intelligent minifter Abul Fa- 
zel, lias left a tolerably correft and detailed account 
of his government, and the Hate of the country at 
this period : large allowance however muft be made 
feu* the pompous defcriptions of the grandeur of the 
monarch, and the fulfome adultation paid to his vif- * 
dom, which are confpicuous throughout this work, 
which he has entided the Ayeen Acbery, or Mirror 
of Acber. 

At the death of this monarch in 1605, his donii- 
nions extended from the Thibet mountains on the 

north) 
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north, to 'the province of Viziapoor and Golconda 
on the fouth ; and from the borders of Aracan, Af- 
fam, and Bootan on the eaft, to the river Attock, 
and Cubuliftan on the weft. It confifted, according 
to the account of Abul Fazel, of one hundred and 
five provinces, and two thoufand feven hundred dif- 
trifts : a vaft territory comprehending the fineft and 
richeft countries in the peninfula. For the more 
convenient adminiftration of the government of this 
vaft enipire, Acber divided his dominions into fifteen 
Subahs, over each of which he appointed a Subadar 
or viceroy, with various fubordinate officers. The 
names of thefe Subahs were Delhi, Agra, Allaha- 
bad, Oude, Agimer, Ahmedabad, Bahar, Bengal, 
Cabul, Lahore, Multan, Muterah, Berar, Candeifh, 
and Ahmednagur. According to the accurate de- 
tail of this fubjeft, given in the Afiatic Regifter, thq 
empire thus divided was governed nearly on the 
fame principles as the ancient Hindoo ftates. The 
Emperor, however, ruled with a more abfolute fway 
than the ancient Rajahs, who were cramped by the 
interference of an arbitrary fyftem of religion, inter- 
woven with the civil code ; and by a domineering 
hierarchy, which in that code is placed above the 
prince in the order of fociety, and which operated 
with a commanding influence upon both the opi- 
nions and the actions of the fovereign. 

Both as a warrior and a ftatefman, Acber poflef- 

fed Angular merit. As he enlarged his dominions 

beyond the limits tranfmitted to him by his anceftors, 

• Y 2 it 
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It was alfo his glory to govern them by a "ftriScr re- 
gard to juftic'j than the precedents which they had 
left him. What particularly difliinguifhed him above 
every Wahc^mcdan prince, is the liberality of his re- 
ligious fentimenls, and the unlimited toleration which 
he allowed to evei7 clafs of his fubjefts. Both the 
prince and his minifter difplay an enlargement of 
mind on this fubjefl: far beyond what we fliould ex- 
peft from the adherents of the Mahomedan faith; 
and a liberality in his trcatrnent of Schifijiatics, • 
which at the fame period no European monarch 
feems to have poffeffcd. 

*^ In the dominions w hich he conquered, as well 
as thofe which he held by hereditary right, he .not 
only rcftorcd the Hindoos to the free exercife of 
their religion, but alfo to many of their civil rights*. " 

" In the ancient Hindu flate, it would appear 
from every document, that the prince was the abfo- 
lute and folc proprietor of the foil ; that the land 
throughout his dominions was apportiohed in fmall 
allo.tments to the hufbandmen, by whom it was cul- 
tivated upon the tenure of a perpetual hereditary 
leafe ; that the grofs produce of the foil conflituted 
the revenue of the flate, and that one fixth part only 
of that produce, with fome variations, had from cuf- 
tom immemorial been demanded by the prince/' 

Of 

* Vide Asiatic Reg. vol. iii. p. 2. 
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Of this gxpfs produce, part was paid in kind, and 
part in money. The ftate of landed property in 
Hindoftan continued nearly the fame for the firft 
three centuries after the Mahomedan conquefts. 

The rude and ferocious fanatics of the Ghiznian 
race, rather over-ran, than fubdued the weftern pro- 
vinces. With the fliort-fighted avarice of barbarians, 
they preferred the immediate plunder of moveable 
property, to the more permanent advantage to be de- 
rived irom a well protected hufbandry. They were 
fuccceclec' by the Afghan dynafty, characterized in 
gencial by the fame qualiries"; and though dicir 
power was better eftablifbed aiid more permar:o;ii, 
they eftablilhed ncj defined mode of payment, ^r 
fettled fyftem of contribution. If the Ryut wjc rot 
driven into the woods by aftual violence, he pliicd 
under the moft rigorous exaftions, which feemed to 
have no limits but his ability to pay. During the 
earlier reigns of the Mahomedan princes, very fcan- 
ty details are afforded by their hiftorians of the ordi- 
nary meafures of internal adminiftration. When 
the horror of the fcene becomes deepened by the de- 
vaftations of fome new conqueror, they are more 
circumftantial than in the common routine of vulgar 
oppreflions ; and it may upon the whole be afferted 
of the beft of thefe princes, that whilft the treafury 
was kept tolerably full, they were little anxious about 
the fources from which it was fupplied. 

Y 3 Ok 
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On the acccflion of Acbcr, a fyftem of moderation 
was immcJialcly adopted ; all arbitrary impofitions 
under the name of Jchaat, and Sayer Jehaat, were 
aboliflicd ; thoup;h thcfe, we are informed by his hif- 
tnrlLin, b*ad in feme reigns equalled the whole quit- 
rcnr of the empire. All merchandize, with a few 
excc}Uic)i>, were permitted to pafs free of duty; and 
the practice of forcibly recruiting the army from the 
Hindoo labourers was difcontinued. Thefe regula- 
tions, which were of themfelves fufficient to alter the 
whole conililution of govcnmient, were followed up 
by a variety of others in the fame fpirit, which have 
dillinj:;ui{lied the reign of this monarch with a high, 
but jull rei^utation. 

In the complicated bufinefs of the affeflment of 
revenue, this prince availed himfelf of the talents of 
Rajah Tudor Mull, a Hindoo, diftinguifhed through- 
out Hindoflan for his financial abilities. Abul Fazel, 
a ftatefman no lefs eminent in political fagacity, was 
raifed to the management of the civil government; 
and the various reforms which he efFefted in every 
branch of affairs, give at once an high idea of his 
talents, and of the prudent choice of the monarch. 
The inftitutions of Acber eftabliflied in every pro- , 
vince of the empire a fyftematic order and regularity, 
not only in executing the affairs of government, but 
in the adminiflration of juftice. 

The Subadar, or viceroy, was the immediate re- 
prefcntative of the Emperor ; and along with the 

, iSunnud, 
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Sunnud, or ordei^ for his appointment, he received 
a written code of inftruftions, the injunctions of 
which, fuch as that forbidding to fwear, or ufe foul 
language, though apparently minute and ridiculous, 
muft liave had neverthelefs much influence in flimu- 
lating bis induftry, and preferving his fidelity in the 
difcharge of his duty : the welfare of the people is 
held out as the great end of all his endeavours, and 
the only foundation of the happinefs of the ftate. 
Under the viceroy, tlic Foujdar pofleffes jurifdidtion 
over fgveral diflrids : he is confidered as an execu- 
tive officer, who carries into eflPefl: the orders of tlie 
■ Subah. His duty is to protefl: the hufbandmen, and 
punifh rebtUious or refraftory zemindars*. 

The judges of Mahomedan courts were the Cazy 
and the Meer Adul : the firft tried caufes, and the 
other pafled fentence. All caufes whether civil or 
criminal were fubmitted to their cognizance, when 
the parties were Mahomedans ; but in litigations be- 
tween Hindoos only, the decifion was left to two 
Pundits, who tried and determined each cafe accor- 
ding to the ordinances of the Hindoo code. 

Each province, ^ity, and even each quarter of the 
fame city, was put under the infpeftion of a police 
officer, named a Cutwal. This officer was appoint- 
ed by the Emperor, and was refponfible to deliver 

Y 4 up 

* Ayeen Acbery, vol. p. 3 68. 
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up to juflicc every perl'on who fhould be guilty of an 
illegal acl within his jurifdiftion. When* any theft 
was committed, the police oflicer was anfwerable for 
the value of the ftolcn goods, if he did not fucccti 
in an->rehending the delinquent. The inhabitants 
theni*'oive?? feem alfo to have been liable, when aay 
robbery was committed, if they did not difcover to 
the Cutwal, or fccure the oliender. By thefe regu- 
laiioas the police was fo vigoroufly enforced that tra- 
vellers might pafs through the country in perfect . 
fairly by night as well as by day. We have tbe tet 
tln-Oiiy of both Bernier and la vernier with regard to 
the fecurlty of perfons and property, that arofefrom 
the peculiar vigilance of the police during fucceeding 
reigns, when thefe regulations flill fubfifted: the 
latter of thefe gehtlcmen has performed in various 
parts of India more extenfive journies than any indi- 
vidual, and in fafety, though poffeffed of valuable 
■property. 

The inhabitants of every houfe, in each town, 
were regiflered by the police-man ;* the ftreets, lanes, 
and public loads were fuperintended by his officers. 
During night, the peace was preferved by armed pa- 
troles, -fome of infantry, and others of cavalry. To 
fecure the diligence of the Cutwal, and to prevent 
his collufion with diforderly perfons, his whole con* 
duct was watched by two fpies altogether unknown, 
to him, who wrote to court every month a particular 
jiccount of every occurrence. 



By 
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By this vaft eftablifliment of police officersj tran- 
quility was not only fecured, but a fort of moral 
difcipline was eftabliflied, which feemed not unfa- 
vourable to the virtuous habits of the people; though 
it mufl have been altogether incompatible either with 
perfonal or civil freedom. Under the proteftion 
which it afforded the people ; and from the fecurity 
of property which it effefted, the induftry of the 
Hindoos was ftimulated to fome degree of adivity ; 
and agriculture, manufadures, and internal com- 
mence arofe to a degree of profperity equal, perhaps, 
to what they enjoyed under the ancient princes of 
their own race. 

The contributions to the .ftate being raifed with 
niildnefs and equity, were bornp ^dth great eafe and 
cheerfulnefs by the peafant, though they rofe to an 
amount that far exceeded whatever had been raifed 
in any former period. Towards the end of Acber*s 
reign, when the falntary effefts of his regulations 
had time to operate, the taxes amounted annually to 
thirty.fix inillions ftcrling. In a country, and at a 
period when money was perhaps ten times the value 
it bears in Britain, this conflituted no doubt a large 
fum ; efpecially to be drawn almoft wholly from the 
immediate produce of land. The few taxes paid by 
manufaftures and merthandize, were of little confi- 
deration in the amount. Vaft as this fum may ap- 
pear, it did ndt amount to one fourth of the produce 
of the lands, according to the affeffment made out by 
Tudor Mull : and though it does not feem to have 

com- 
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comprehended the provifion for the poor, the boun- 
ties to learned men, nor the penfions given to decay- 
ed families, yet we are at a lofs to conceive how it 
fupported that immeiife cftablifhment civil and mili- 
tary, which was upheld by the Mogul Princes. The 
Zemindary troops, a fort of militia which was main- 
tained exclufively in each province for the purpofe 
of colluding the revenues, and enforcing the police, 
amounted, we are afl'urcd, to no fewer than four mil- 
lions of men, infantry and cavalry. If to this num- 
ber we add the regular army, which confifted.of 
eight hundred thoufand men, we fhall find a very 
fmall allowance to each foldier; even though we 
put out of the eftimate all the expences of the court, 
and the fuperior officers in all the departments of the 
flate. luthcr the Sebundy troops mufi: have ferved 
with little or no pay, for a certain part of the year 
only ; or the author of the Ayeen Acbery muft have, 
committed fome palpable miftake. The lands allot- 
ted for penfions to meritorious officers, and provifion 
for the poor, are termed Jagheer, and Seyurghal, 
and are not enumerated in the ordinary revenues of 
the crown. The lad were immenfe in value, and 
committed to the difpofal of the Suddar, or high 
almoner ; an office highly important, but of a na- 
ture fo difcretionary, that the faithful difcharge of it 
was frequently found to be a'taflv beyond the reach 
of human virtue. Abul Fazel, the author of Ayeen 
Acbery, after the difgi'ace of feveral great perfonages, 
had the fuperintendance of this department com- 
mitted to him by the Emperor, whofe confidence he 

feems 
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feems to have fliared as completely as the great Sully 
did that of his mailer. 

The coUeftion of the revenues was conduced by 
a numerous body of officers, whofe fidelity was at- 
tempted to be fecured by various checks and con- 
trols : the principal of thefe checks feenls to have 
been a mixture of Muffulihan and Hindoo officers ; 
of the firft clafs was the Auinil, an officer appointed 
annually by the Subahdar ;• under him, of the fame 
religious faith, was the Tepukchy, the Zemindar 
Conongoe, and Karkun, were Hindoos in corre- 
fponding fituations, as a control upon the firft ; but 
the moft complete contrivance for this purpofe, was 
the appointment of two Wakyanavees, or news 
writers, who feem to Jiave been unknown, or at 
leaft totally independent of all the reft, and who 
tranfmitted daily to the prefence, by poft, an ac- 
count of every occurrence. 

In the appointment of the Hindoo officers of re- 
venue, and particularly of the Zemindar, there was 
a peculiarity which has occafioned much difcuffion 
in the Englifh fyftem of finance. This office, ac- 
cording to the Hindoo law, had been hereditary : 
and in the Sunnud, or written appointment from 
the king, the office of colleftor is conferred as an in- 
heritance, on the fpecial condition of executing the 
truft with fidelity. Along with their appointment, 
thefe officers received a certain portion of land 
termed Nanker, as a part of their official allowance, 

and 
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and of which they were invcllcd in the abfolute pro- 
prietary right, by the Idine tenure, that th\y held 
their office, 'i'hefe portions of land allotted to the 
Zemindar, being intended merely as a provifion for 
his family, were fmall ; and their produftive value 
was deduced fro)n his pay, wliich was ten per cent, 
upon the rents wliich he collefted for government. 

The office of Zemindar fcems to have been part- 
ly executive, and partly judicial ; his bufmefs on the 
part of government was fpccified in the Sunnud of 
his appointment : it confifted in realifing the rent a- 
grced upon for his diftrid ; in protecting the Ryut 
from injuftice ; and in punifhing, by fine or chaftife- 
ment, fuch as were criminal or refradory: and 
though the terms of his appointment conferred here- 
ditary rlf^ht ; yet it was cuflomary for government 
to difmifs Zciaindars from their fituation, and to de- 
prive them of their Nankcr lands, or their being 
convifted of fraudulent and corrupt pratlices, or 
even of culpable ncglig(ri>cc in thr dilcharge of their 
duty. Thtir fituation, therciore, bears little refem- 
blance, but in name, to the landholder in more free 
countries, where the fovereign does not a£k as the 
mafter of his fubjcCts, or as proprietor of the foil. 

All the orders of government, regarding the Ry- 
uts, were delivered to them by the Zemindar ; be- 
fore him likewife all their grievances and complaints 
were preferred: he was the olicnfible agent of the 
fovereign, in whatever related to the revenues of the 

ftate, 
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ftate, arfd to the rural economy of the country. But 
the prudent Acber deemed it unfafe to confide en- 
tirely to Hindoos in matters of fuch extenfive im- 
portance ; he appointed, therefore, a Mahomedan 
Aumil and a Putchy to each diftjrift of the country 
to affift in the coUedlion of the revenues, and to be 
a check on the condud of the Zemindars. 

The inftitutes of Menu, tranflated by Sir William 
Jones, and the digeft of Hindoo law tranflated by 

if Mr Colebrook, have at laft fettled, beyond contro- 
verfy the long agitated queflion regarding the pro- 
perty of the foil. It appears now indifputable, thait 
the proprietary right of the foil was vefted in the 
King, both by the Hindoo and MufTulman fyftem of 
government ; that the aftual cultivators of the land, 
held their fmall farms immediately from the King, 
by perpetual hereditary leafes, on the fpecific condi- 
tion of paying, at ftated times, a certain proportion 
of the annual produce of their lands ; and that be- 

' tween the ffrince and the hufbandman there was no 
intermediate proprietor whatever, and that the 
Zemindars, who have been fuppofed proprietors, 
were only hereditary fervants of the prince, appoint- 
ed for fpecific purpofes. 

Such is the brief ftatement of the civil inftltutions 
of Acber ; his military eftablifliment was equally 
extenfive. Befides thofe irregular troops, command- 
ed by the Aumil, the Cutwall and Zemindar in each 
diftria, and which were upwards of four millions. 
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the regular army, which confided of Muffulmans, 
amounted to above eight hundred thoufand men. 
The former fervcd only in their particular diftricls, 
for the purpofes of police or revenue, the latter fer- 
ved to oppofe the enemies of the ftate, on whatever 
quarter they might invade it. 

The imperial army was divided into 440 munfubs 
or battalions, of unequal numbers, but each propor- 
tioned to the rank of the commander, called a mun- 
fubdar. Each of thefe munfubs confifts of two-thirds A 
cavalry, and one-third infantry]; and the three larger 
were commanded by the Emperor^s fons. The firft 
contained ten, the fecond eight, and the third feven 
thoufand cavalry having each a third of that number 
of infantry attached to it. The cavalry were armed 
with long cutlafTes ; the infantry with bows and 
arrows ; one third only having mufkets, or more 
properly matchlocks, which they denominate bun- 
docks. 

A 'proportionate number of artillery was at- 
tached to each munfub, together with a requifite al- 
lowance of elephants, horfes, camels, and carts for 
their baggage. The royal palace, and perfon of the 
Emperor, were guarded by a chofen body of men, in 
addition to the regular army: to which alfo were 
added, as occafion might require, 100,000 gladiators, 
(fhemfheerbaz,) confifting of ten different corps, 
armed differently with fhields and cudgels, or with 
daggers and poignards. The whole of this army 

3 » was 
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was foymed into 12 grand divifions, which did duty 
month after month alternately during the time of 
peace ; and officers of every rank were obliged to 
attend to their ftated routine of duty. 

Irregularity in furnifliing their pay has evef 
proved the grand defeft in all Afiatic armies. The 
difcontents and open mutinies arifing <rom this caufe, 
have often rendered the military more dangerous to 
their employers than to their enemies. Here the dif- 
cernment of Acber fhone confpicuous : for on the 
firft day of every month the proper officers were fur- 
nifhed with the means, and direded to iffue their pay- 
to the troops — This varied not only among the offi- 
cers, but the private foldiers, according to the corps 
in which they ferved. The allowance of a munfub- 
dar, varied from 60,000 to one thoufand rupees per 
month, according to the number of their corps: that 
of the foot foldier from ten to thirty rupees ; while 
the allowance of a trooper rofe from twelve to ninety. 
The omrahs, who commanded the grand divifions of 
the army, and whofe duty correfponded with that of 
general officers in European armies, had very fre- 
quently affignments of certain portions of land al- 
lowed them for pay. Thefe were held during life or 
perpetuity, on condition of performing military fer- 
vice, and fupporting a certain number of troops, rea- 
dy for actual fervice or any emergency. The cap- 
tains had fimilar confignments made over to them ; 
but, in all cafes, it was provided, that the holders of 
thefe Jaghiers, ihould make no alteration in the lea- 
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fcs of the Ryuts, by requiring greater exadUons than 
had been paid to government, 

" Such was the manner in which a great army 
was conltrudted and paid,'* fays a judicious writer, 
" one of the ablcft and moft accompliflied princes 
th'cit ever adorned the annals of Afia. Yet the very 
fomiation of tliis vaft multitude of armed men, is at 
variance with eveiy principle of military fcience, or-, 
der, and difcipline ; and is of itfelf fufficient to fhow, 
that Acber, with all his talents, very little furpaffed 
the reft of his countr)^men, in his ideas of military af- 
fairs. — ^Twice the number of cavalry to that of infan- 
try ; fo great difproportion in the number of men of 
which the different corps was compofed ; fuch a wide 
difference between the pay of officers of the fame 
rank, are defefts of fuch magnitude in the organiza- 
tion of an army, as muft neceffarily have prevented 
its ever attaining any degree of fyftematic difcipline, 
or perfonning the common evolutions with precifion 
and eflcft. Yet fuch was the general ignorance of 
Aliatics in military fcience, that this cumbrous army, 
which, oppofed to a body of 30,000 Europeans, muft 
have been defeated by its own radical defefts, never- 
thelefs kept all the furrounding nations in complete 



• Un WARLIKE as the furrounding nations were,« the 
inefficiency of the imperial troops, was often ftriking* 
ly exemplified in their contefts with the fubordinate 
powers of the peninfula. The four Muffulij^n 
3 
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princes iil the Deccan, namely, that of Golconda, 
Bijipoor, Colberga, and Telingah were not fubducd 
during the whole of this reign : the two firft remain- 
ed independent when Tavernier vifited India in the 
time of Jehanguire : and though the imperial policy- 
was continually bent upon their fubjugation, there 
was no period, even in their moft profperous reigns, 
in which the imperial arms obtained the complete do- 
minion of the peninfula. The numerous armies, 
and the immenfe treafures of the ftate, though guided 
by the fuperior wifdom of Acber, were continually 
wafted in fubduing the rebellions, or. in combating 
the independent members of this community of na- 
tions, A number of fmall Hindoo ftates ftill retain- 
ed their independence ; and although they had but 
little direct influence on the politics of Hindoftan, 
yet, by combining with the Muflfulman princes of the 
Deccan, they prevented the preponderating power 
of Delhi. from gaining a complete afcendant over 
them. When the Mahratta tribes, originally a pafto- 
ral people on the mountains of Berar^ afterwards co- 
alefced into a nation ; they made continual predatory 
eruptions into the adjacent provinces of the empire ; 
and though frequently driven back, they were never 
wholly fubdued. In^a word, the whole military efta- 
blilhments of the Mogul empire, though increafed to 
the incredible amount of near five millions of men, 
were not fo efficient either in maintaining internal. 
peace or profecuting war, as the more energetic fyf* 
tern adopted by the Britifli Eaft-India Company, 
Vol. I. Z though 
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though it does not withdraw from the induftry or 
the country one-fortieth part of the number oi 
hands. 

Tvii: expenditure of tliirty-fix millions, in the pay 
of officers and troops of evjry defcription, as no part 
of tliis vaft fum was carried out of the country, im- 
plies a powerful demand for manufaftures, and a 
itrong ftimulus to induftry: yet the export trade of 
llindoftan was, probably, not equal to what it is at . 
prcfcnt. The lofs of inhabitcints, and the deftruction 
of propierty, occafioned by the diftrafUons, and final 
dilTolution of the Mogul government, muft have ma- 
terially injured the profperily of the country. The 
Britiih provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, fuffered for 
many years largely by thefe ^iftraftions, yet their re- 
venues, even in their diminiflied ftate, will not be dif- 
graced by a coniparifon of their prefent produds, 
with that which they yielded under the celebrated 
ad minift ration of Acber. 

The Subah of Bahar, according to the Ayeen Ac- 
bery, was rated annually in the books of the Exche- 
quer at five millions five hundred and forty-feven 
thoufand rupee*, at a reafonable exchange, equal to 
554,7001. It contributed at the fame time above 
half a million of troops — In the fame volume Bengal 
ftands afTeffed at 14,961,482 rupees, or one million 
and a half Sterling, while it contributed 824,000 fol- 

diers, 
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diers, an'd upwards of 4000 cannon, and as many 
boats. 



On looking into *the India budget for 1797, we 
find the revenue of the Bengal provinces, which cor- 
refpond with thefe fubahs in the Ayeen Acbery, 
ftated at above fix millions Sterling.— Here is a re- 
venue of nearly three times the amount of that ob- 
tained by the immortal Acber, from provinces that 
had \>een ravaged by the Mahrattas for twenty years 
before they fell into our pofTeflion, and in a manner 
which the old inhabitants ftill defcribe with horror. 
Nor can the prefent impoft be regarded as more, or 
even equally as oppreflive with the other, fince the 
enormous requifition of a million and a half of troops, 
with boats and artillery, is not exafted from the in- 
habitants. 

From this fimple ftatement of fads, it will appear 
with what juftice fome declaimers hold up the gran- 
deur, power, and profperity of the Mogul govern- 
ment, compared to the prefent ftate of the Britilli 
provinces in India. The complaifance may be par- 
doned in Abul Fazel, writing under the eye of a de- 
fporic prince, whom he dreaded, and whom he pro- 
bably brought himfelf to believe to be endowed with 
preternatural powers, fince he confidently afferts, that 
he was gifted with infpiration ; but from what bias 
modem writers are led to afcribe every advantage to 
paft, and every evil to the prefent fyfteixv^ ^sA ^^^ 
prefent times, it is not fo eafv lo coxu^eewx^^'?^^"^^'^^'^^ 

Z 2 '^^^"""' 
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prove, that their reprefentations are altogether un- 
founded in truth. . The vaft, unwieldy, and expenfive 
machinery of the Mogul government is proved by 
the concurring teftimony of hiftory to have been ven' 
inefficient in promoting either the peace or profperity 
of the people : bad, however, as it was, had the Euro- 
pean fyftem immediately fucceeded it, the advantage 
to the country muft have been immenfe. Eftabliftied 
as the latter has been, upon the fcattered fragments 
of fociety, and the mere wreck of empire, it appears « 
aftonifliing to contemplate fo fpeedy a renovation as 
that which it has effected ; and to behold a new fa- 
bric of human affociaiion rifing from the niins of the 
old, of a more feemly and convenient ftrufture, as 
well as of more durable materials. 



^^^X 



SECT. XXXVIL 



OF THE MEDICAL ART, AS PRACTISED BY THE MAHOME- 
DANS AND HINDOOS. 



Caunpore^ Jan* 1798. 

It is confeffed by all oriental fcholars, that there is in 
India no inftitution for the ftudy of medicine fcienti- 
fically. After all his attainments in Afiatic learning, 
(which were certainly confiderable ;) Sir William 
Jones confeffed ; " that he has no evidence, that in 
^* any language in Afia, there exifts one original 
*' treatife on medecine confidered as fcience: Phyfic, 
^^ indeed, appears in thefe regions, to have been from 
*' time immemorial, as we fee it at this day praftifed 
*' by the Mahomedans and Hindoos, a mere empi- 
*' rical hiftory of difeafes and remedies. '* 

In the reign of Acber, Abd el Jami, commonly 
called Mahomed Acber, publifhed a fet oi formulae 
entitled Karabadeen Kaderi C Pharmacopeia potens). 
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This ornament of the Auguftan age of Indian Jiterature 
has left behind him fome o'ther medical writings of a 
fimilar dcfcription: which, though containing merely 
a loofe and defultory hiftory of difeafes and cures, 
are confidercd as ftandard books by the phyficians 
of the Kaft, Of the fame charafter is the Alhz 
Ad^\7ieh, or Materia Medica, of Nooredeen Maho- 
med Abdullah, pliyfician to the Emperor Shah Je- 
han: this work written originally in Arabic, Perfian, 
and Hindoftanny, has beeli tranflated into Englifli 
by Mr Francis Gladwin. Theclumfy theory of Oalen 
and his five humours, or vitiated ftates of the fyftem 
from which all difeafes are fiippofed to arife, is ftill 
in full vigour among the Mahomedan faculty, who . 
borrov/ their knowledge from the Arabians, with 
the fame fervility which thefe laft feem to have done 
from the Greeks. The Ayuravedah or ancient me- 
dical fyftem of the Hindoos, which they affert to 
have been compofed by a celebrated, or infpired 
phyfician, happily for the patient Hindoos is almoft 
entirely loft ; fmce a revealed fcience muft preclude 
all improvement, either in theory or praftice. 

But though medecine as a fcience cannot be faid 
to exift among the orientals, many ufeful obferva- 
tions have occurred in praftice, on the efFeds of va- 
rious medecines, and their application in different 
difeafes. With an education, perhaps not equ?l to 
that of an apothecar)''s apprentice, they have made 
themfelves acquainted with the virtues of many 
fimplcs, the knowledge of wiiich, might often affift 
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the moft ^Ikilful European practitioner. It has not 
been always from the dedudions of fcientific men, 
that the moft beneficial and happy difcoveries have 
been made in the arts : neither was it to European fci- 
ence, high as we juftly eftimate it, that the world is 
indebted for the ufeful difcovery of inoculation for 
the fmall pox : that art which at prefent preferves 
fo many thoufand lives, was ftumbled upon aniidil 
the obfcure and humble walks of oriental practice. 
The ufe and application of fteam as a moving power 
in ocr various machines, which fo compleatly de- 
monftrates the power of man over matter, was not 
firfl taught in the fchools of chemiftry, but in the 
workfhops of Bolton and Watt ; two felf-taught phi- 
lofophers, whofe ingenious difcoveries have been of 
more advantage to the manufaftures of this country 
than perhaps all the philofophers of the prefent 
age. Bertholet and Scheel, perhaps difcovered the 
properties of oxygenated muriatic acid, but a com- 
pany of manufacturers in Glafgow firft rendered that 
fubftance fubfervient to the arts. 

We find accordingly that hi the pradice, the India] i 
Hakims are far lefs deficient than in the fciencc of 
medecine. Inoculation has not only been pradifed 
among the civilized parts ofHindoftan tinic imme- 
morial ; but that ufeful difcovery has been fprcrid by 

Z 4 them 

* Even tlie Jenneiian improvement of it, is confcs-'ed to "<^ 
inore a discovery of the dairymen thaw xhz doc'^-w . 
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them among the rudeft tribes in their vicinity*. 7he 
Rajah Jay Narrain Zemindar of Sheerpoor; on hear- 
ing that the wild inhabitants of the Garrow lulls 
were affcftcdl with this fatal diforder, and were dying 
in Vail numbers without being able to affift them- 
felves, prefuaded them to receive his family phyfician, 
who is reprefented as a man of talents; and has intro- 
duced the praftjc5 of inoculation among the Gar- 
rors — an objeft (till unattained in many parts of 
Great Britain. 

■ 

The Hindoos are precluded by their religious fyt 
tem from acquiring any confiderable knowledge of 
anatomy; their chirurgical (kill is perhaps, therefore, 
more deficient than their medical pradice ; yet it is 
allowed, that they perform fome difficult operations 
in furgery ; and that they are acquainted with few- 
ing up deep wounds, and capabable of praftifing, 
what Hudibras has ludicroully termed the Taliacotian 
itrt. 

Europeans are in general better acquainted with 
the attainments of the natives in veterinary medecine, 
than any other department of the profeffion. In hu- 
man ailments we apply to our European phyficians, 
but in the defeafes of our cattle of every defcription, 
we have recourfe to the native Salutries (farriers) 
with the moft confident hopes of profiting by their 

expe- 

* Vide. Asialic Researcher, vol, 3d. a r;a',^er bv Mr Elliot. 
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experience, in a fubje£t which they have long made 
the objeft of great attention. Our common fervants 
that are in charge of our camels, elephants and 
horfes, almoll xmiverfally pretend to fome fkill in this 
art : and it muft be allowed, that they not only keep 
them in excellent condition, but difcover and cure 
their difeafes in fome inftances, where Europeans are 
totally at a lofs. It is upon this fkill, real or fuppof. 
ed, that^they univerfally ground a claim of afmall fum 
once a month for what they term mu[fula\ a multifa^ 
nous compofition of pepper, fait, and fpices, which 
are adminiftrated conftantly to our cattle, even while 
in perfedt health. This pradice, however abfurd it 
may appear to a European, is perhaps not unnecef- 
fary in this country, where the cattle receive compa- 
ratively but little grafs, and are. fed moftly on dry 
food : to the Hindoos it appears perfeftly ueceffary ; 
for with all their parfimony they purchafe a fpecies 
of .fait in the hot feafon, to rub the palate of their 
flieep when fattening, once or twice a week; the mofl: 
common application in this cafe, is the Khari noon, 
(or native fulphat of foda*.) 

Almost all animals are fond of fait ; which a- 
mong the human fpecies, is found fo falutary and pa- 
latable a ftimulant ; it probably aids their degeftive 
powers, and accelerates their progrefs in fattenincr. 

The 

* Vide, Andersons dissertrcticu 0:1 the Bitnobau, ox Kal-^ 
nimuch of the Hindoos. 
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The Hindoo fyftem of veterinary medecine, does not 
in this inftance militate againft the praQice of our 
moft enlightened graziers in Britain. We have the 
authority of Mr Darkie of Bradon for the prac- 
tice, one of the moft celebrated economifts, who 
mixes fait with his flooded and mouldy hay, 8 lb. 
pr. ton ; and affcrts that his Herefordlhire oxen did 
better on it, than others on the beft hay he had, and 
declares his conviction, " that the hay derived its good 
tfFefts from the fait." The praftice recommended 
by Lord Sommerville, of giving fait twice a week, 
conveys a juft idea of the Hindoo muffula. He thus 
expreifes himfelf, in a pamphlet lately publiftied: 
" We had no doubt of the good eflfe;as of fait, but it 
remained to be proved how good hay which had not 
fpent its ftrength in premature fermentation, would 
bear fuch a quantity of fait as would invigorate the 
ftomach, quicken the circulation of the blood, and 
excite in the cattle a defire to drink largely. Some 
medical men, aware of our praftice, conjectured that 
fait tends to decompofe and convert the water into 
nourifliment in an increafed degree. Whether this 
is, or is not, to be accounted for, we are incompe- 
tent to judge, but it is our bufinefs to judge of the 
effcft it has on the ftock ; and we do know that it 
furpaffes all belief." Thus we fee that the Hindoos, 
amidft all their ignorance, are in pofleflion from time 
immemorial, of a beneficial praftice in rural economy 
to which till lately we were wholly ftrangers. 

There 
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There are in all probability, many medicines 
which might be ufeful, were we acquainted with the 
Hindoo Materia Medica, and the fumitvire of nume- 
rous penzaries*, which are open every where from 
Midnapore to Annopfheer. Many of the moft valu- 
able natural produftions of India are as yet but little 
underftood ; fuch is the Sal Indus, Calamus aroma- 
ticus, the Afpalathus, Lepidium Indicum, Myroba- 
lani, Spodium, Malabathrum, Cocculus Indicus, and 
many others : The artificial produftions of the Hin- 
do©s, are perhaps ftill lefs known ; though by fome 
they are reckoned our fuperiors in the arts : in that 
of dying in particular, both experience and popular 
opinion, feem to declare their pre-eminence, however 
unwillingly the faft may be admitted by the chemifts 
in Europe. • 

> 
To the labours of the Afiatic Society, and of our 

oriental botanifts, and natural hiftorians, we undoubt- 
edly owe much ; ftill, however, the remark of Mr 
Hodges appears juft : " That of a country fo nearly 
allied to us, it is furprifmg fo little fhould be known/' 
Gentlemen who have refided long in India, lofe the 
idea of the firft imprcffion which that remark- 
able, and Angular region makes upon the mind of an 
entire ftranger : The writer of this article was himfelf 
warned by one of the mod intelligent fervants of 
the Company, that if he delayed marking down 
the early impreffiou'^: made by the different objects, 

they would foon ceafe to be regarded as of any con- 

fequence 

* Apothecarieii .shops. 
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fequence : The novelty is effaced, and the mind, by 
a common and natural operation, foon direds its 
view to more abflradt fpeculations. The ufeful pro- 
diiftions of nature, as well as of art, feem in In- 
dia to be better known to the merchant than the man 
of fcience ; to become thoroughly acquainted with 
either, we muft vifit the native (hops and manufado- 
ries ; and fhall certainly fearch in vain, if we expefl: 
to find rules for making their ingenious produftions 
either in their books or converfation. 

• 
The fteam of hot water has of late been fucceff- 
fully applied to facilitate the procefs of bleaching m 
England, and (harp contefls are maintained among 
the artifts for the priority of the difcovery : yet there 
is full evidence that the invention belongs to the Hin- 
doos, by whom it is pradkifed from time immemorial; 
and that the difcovery was cafually picked up from 
the converfation of a gentleman lately returned from 
that country. 

The calamus aromaticus, or CufTeb el deriera 
of the Arabians, known in India by the common ap- 
pellation of Cheretta^ though in high repute here, is in 
Europe fo little known, that the botanical charafters 
of tliis plant in the Linnaean fyflem are yet unafcer- 
tained. This fubflance ranks very high in the native 
penzaries as a ftomachic, and is there as common as 
Peruvian bark ; yet in Europe the medical writers, 
fmce the days of Diofcorides and Theophraflus", have 
difputed whether it be- a root or a reed, till a learned 

^jhyfician 
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phyficlan lately defcribed the plant, and aflerted that 
he has not the fmalleft doubt, that it will prove a moff 
valuable addition to our Materia Medica. In India, 
as in Europe, fome medicines have obtained the cha- 
rafter of univerfal fpecifics in almoft every difeafe : 
Of this the Bit Noben, or Sal Indus is a ftriking ex- 
ample : if we believe fome of the eaftern prafti- 
tioners, this noftrum, which they regard as the pabu- 
lum falutis, is a fort of panaccea for all " the ills that 
flefli is heir* to.** Without admitting the fanciful and 
exaggerated defcriptions of the merit of particular 
medicines, there is little doubt that many ufeful dif- 
coveries may arife from a more intimate knowledge 
of Hindoo pharmacy, imperfeft as it has hitherto 
been confidered. 



^^^.C.\ 



SECT. XXXVIIL 



OF THE SPORTS AND DIVERSIONS OF THE NATIVES OF 
HINDOSTAN. 



Calcutta^ Jan. 1798. 

The amufements and diverfions, both of the Hin- 
doos and Muffulmans in this country, are ftrongly 
charaderiftic of that lifelefs inaftivity which fo gene- 
rally prevails in all hot climates. The game of pau- 
cheefs, (twenty five) which bears fome refemblance 
to chefs or drafts, and is played by two natives re- 
clining on their fides, with a fmall chequered carpet 
placed between them, is the general entertainment of 
the .idle, when not overpowered with fleep or intoxi- 
cation. 

Whole days are fpent in watching the movements 
of the adverfary's tefTerae, or in planning evolutions of 
their own ; and their habits are completely gratified, 
if by flightly agitating the mind, and awakening their 
attention, a confcioufnefs of exiflence is prefervcd, and 
made compatible wittv cor^ot^^V \\v^S\ow* 
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THE'ufual languor and apathy of the nurfery and 
Zenana, are fometimes animated by the fong and the 
dance ; the entertainment is purchafed from hired 
performers, who are frequently Perfian ftrollers, and 
ufe the poems and mufic of their own country. A 
variety of inftruments on the principle of the drum 
and guitar, make a part of the accompani- 
ment, but it is only on feafons of mirth and feftivity, 
that a Hindoo entertainment affumes a fpirit of viva- 
city fo far above their ufual tone of animation. Story 
telling is a more frequent amufement ; and one in 
which they are faid to excel ; but ftrangers feldom 
attain fuch proficiency in the language as can entitle 
them to judge: They are equally incapable to appre- 
ciate the merits of the Hindoo fong, which is fimple, 
melodious, and tender; but as the fubjeft generally 
turns on the adventures of fome favourite prince or 
warrior, the intereft is loft, from not being acquainted 
with the hiftory to which it alludes. 

Hunting is a favourite occupation among all 
nations ; at firft it is purfued from neceflity of fubduing 
the ferocious animals, and of procuring food, and is 
afterwards followed as an amufement. In Hindoftan 
which abounds in all kinds of game, and where 
many of the fierceft animals are ftill unextirpated, 
the labours of the chace are purfued with the fame 
eameftnefs and avidity, as in thofe ancient days when 
they fignalifed heroes, and diefied Hercules. In no 
occupation are the different races feen more cordi- 
ally to cQoperate, than in iucVv ey.^x6!L^'$> oJiNJae.^^ '•» 
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Europeans, Moguls, and Hindoos are there -equallv 
divefted of their habitual indolence and natural aver- 
fions, and concur with one heart and one mind, in 
the purfuit and dcftruction of the common enemy. 

When the Nawab of Oude fets out on a hunting 
party, he is accompanied not only with his court, con- 
fiding of Europeans and natives, but efcorted with a 
large detatchment of his army. The officers are 
mounted on elephants or horfes, the riders are arm- 
ed with fpears and mufkcts, and proceed in regular 
order to the field where the tygers are known to fre- 
quent ; there by thinning their ranks and deploying to 
the right and left, they furround the whole diftrift : 
the tyger, and all the animals enclofed within the 
circle retreat towards the center, where they are 
gradually followed up by the converging ranks till 
they arrive within muJket (hot of the prey ; then a 
general attack commences, and the poor animals 
willing to fave their lives at any rifk, pufti through the 
furrcunding multitude, or perifh in the attempt. In 
^ this perilous amufement it fometimes happens that in- 
dividuals lofe their lives; for the tyger inthe paroxifm 
of rage and defpair, tears to pieces whofoever comes 
jU his way : nor are even the elephants and their 
riders fccure from their refentment ; for he has been 
known to leap into 'a howdah and tear away the 
rider. In this aft, a very large one was killed by 
Sujah Dowlah, a prince who was remarkably fond 
of hunting, and was elteemed the beft markefman 
of the age. Private hxAxvUii^ ^?oc\ks> c>€ Ewro^eans and 
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natives, from their inferior number and ftrength, 
generally deem it prudent not to furround the tyger 
completely, but allow him on one fide free egrefs, 
that he may not by defpair be compelled to attack 
any individual. 

The deer, which are here in vaft number and va- 
riety, are purfued and taken iti nearly the fame man- 
ner ; only they are fet upon by the chittar, a fpecies 
of panther, which is carried by four men in a co- 
vered palanquin, and placed near them. 

In tyger-hunting the poor ryuts feel, perhaps, 
greater gratification than their fuperiors, for in fome 
fequeftrated fpots, the tygers are a fevere annoyance 
both to the natives and their cattle, who fall annu- 
ally a facrifice to their depredations. The natives 
are, therefore, well pleafed to conduQ: a .party of 
Europeans to the haunts of the tyger ,> and feem 
grateful for their aid in deftroying thefe formidable 
animals. " In 1795, as a party of gentlemen were 
in purfuit of fnipcs in the vicinity of Dum Dum, 
they unexpeftedly roufed a royal tyger, which had 
been deftruftive to the neighbourhood. The ani- 
mal immediately feized.on the firft perfon near him, 
which happened to be a native fervant who carried 
a gun, and killed him upon the fpot. 

•' The gentlemen, though alarmed, did not retire 
from the place when the accident happened without 
attempting to refcue the poor txvaxv iro\sv \!c\e. \'S*^ ^^ 

Vol. /.• A a ^^ 
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the monfler. They difcharged their pieces, but is 
they were all loaded with fmall fhot, they made no 
fenfiblc impreflion upon him. 

" Intelligence of this unfortunate affair was 
Immediately difpatched to Calcutta, for the informa- 
tion of fome keen fportfmen, who delight in the 
manly exercife and dangerous amufement of tyger 
.hunting. They were without delay armed and 
mounted on elephants, and not long after coining 
to the ground they found the tyger weltering in 
gore. An immediate attack began, but infteadof 
retreating, the tyger made a fpring and faftened 
upon one of the elephants. The driver was not dif- 
mayed, and bj a fevere blow ftruck with his hook 
on a tender part of the animal, he forced hira to 
quit his hold. Several Ihots were even then fired 
at him, and though moft of them took place, yet 
none had touched a vital part. The animal became 
furious, beyond dcfcription, run at and charged 
every thing that came near him, till one of the 
party, well kiown for his prowefs, intrepidly ad- 
vanced, and with a hog-fpear pinned the monfter 
to the ground'\* 

Hawking is a frequent diverfion among the 
natives of diftinftion, as it was formerly in Europe. 
Hares and foxes are killed by the larger hawks, 
and patridges, quails and other game by the fmaller 

kinds. 

* Calcutta Journal. 
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kinds. Befides falconers, fowlers, fifliernlen, and 
gangs of gamekeepers for the chace, men of for* 
tune in Hindoftan entertain alfo perfons verfed in 
the praftice of catching wild animals by allurement, 
difguife, enfnaring, ambufh, fafcination, and other 
ftratagems, in which they are extremely fuccefsfuL 
Selling wild foxes, jackalls, and other animals for 
fport to Europeans is a common praftice of fome of 
the poorer clafTes. Almoft every kind of game is 
to be purchafed from this clafs of men who earn a 
fubfillence by killing them ; they are called Sigurce 
Wallachs, in the native dialed. 

Europeans are certainly far outdone by the na- 
tives in the ftratagems employed for enfnaring wild 
animals. When they are defirous of taking jackalls 
alive, two men approach their holes, and begin to 
mimick the cries of the young ones, while they 
gambol and play about ; this yelping noife foon in- 
veigles the male, who advancing firft, is entangled 
in a fnare laid for the purpofe ; on continuing the 
fame kind of noife the female foon follows the male, 
and is alfo entrapped by the fame apparatus. 

A GREAT variety of fifli is fupplied by the rivers,' 
lakes, and tanks of Hindoftan, and there is, perhaps, 
no art or device praftifed in catching them in Europe 
that is not in ufe upon the Ganges : in the eaft, how- 
ever, the art of fiftiing is oftener praftifed as a mean 
of fubfiftance by the poor, than as a diverfion among 
the idle.— Wild duck and other water fowl are 
..: . Aa2, caught 
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caught in India, by people wading or fwimming the 
lakes, citlier with an earthen pot over their heads, or 
the artilicial reprefentation of a duck, fafliioned fo as 
to put on like a cap : by this contrivance, they get 
clofe enouj];h to the gcefe, widgeon or teal, to pull 
them under water by the feet, till they have filled a 
girdle made of netting, or tied or twifted one of 
their wings, fo as to let ihem float on the waler with- 
out hazarding their cfcape. All this is cflfecled \^ith- 
out diflurbing ihe reil of the flocks upon the lake, , 
and with fo much cafe iind fuccefs, that they can af- 
ford to fell diicV.s lb takou at a penny or three-half- 
pence a-piecc. 

HiNDosTAN Is probably the native country of the 
Pcacoek and Barndoor Fowl; for they are here 
found in great abundance in their wild ftate, and not 
only aiford exLcellent fport, but are the mod beauti- 
ful of the feathered race. Dom'eftication, it would 
f^em, however much it may encreafe varieties of the 
difiercut tribes, but feldom adds to their beauty. 
Accordingly, ail the varieties of the pheafant tribe, 
which are numerous in the upper parts of India, dif- 
play the moil rich and fplendid plumage ; the fpot- 
ted, the fpeckled, the golden, and Gorackpore phea- 
fants, are perhaps the mod brilliant of the feathered 
race ; the catchnig of thefe, and the vaU varieties of 
game in India, has given rife to numerous gangs of 
profeffional hunters, whofe conflant experience, and 
great dexterity, has enriched their art with many 
contrivances unknown in the weftern world* 

3 Ik 
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In featg of agility and legerdemain, the Indians 
feem alfo to enjoy an inSonteftible fuperiority over 
us. which probably arifes from the fame caufe of 
purfuing thefe arts as a diftinft and conftant profef- 
fion. The jugglers feldom ereft a ftage in any part 
of the eaft that is not foon crowded with numerous 
fpeftators ; and the feats they perform, it were much 
more eafy to relate, than to command the reader's 
affent to their reality and truth. Their feats in the 
management of fome fnakes exceed all credibility : 
and the cruel amufeiiient of fighting fome of the poi- 
fonous kinds with the mongoofe is attended with a 
circumftance which I have heard denied by one of 
the greateft naturalifts in your country. The mon- 
goofe when bit, utters piercing cries occafioned by 
the pain of his wound, till he reach a kind of grafs, 
which he no fooner taftes, than he is relieved, when 
he inftantly returns to the combat. T^e conflift 
continues fometimes for an hour, in the lapfe of which 
he may have been bitten twenty dmes and cured as 
often ; till taught by experience, he feizCvS the fnake 
by the back of the neck, and from the impoffibility 
of its then biting him he is enabled to fqueeze it to 
death. The field of battle, after the clofeft exaniina- 
tion, did not exhibit on its furface any peculiar grafs 
— the moft prevalent was the doob, or common grafs 
of the plain. 

In balancing, the moft furprifing feats are perform- 
ed ; becaufe they are the effeft of mere fkill without 
anv poflibility of deception : a frequent exhibitioi^ ^^^ 

^ A a. 3 . A^^ 
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that of placing five of the common earthen v:^ttr^ 
pots upon a man's head ; a girl mounts upon the 
uppermoft, and thus balancing the pots and the girl, 
the man dances round the field. The fame perfon 
balances a pole of fixteen feet long, the bottom of 
which is fixed into a thick cotton fafli or girdle : an- 
other man gets upon his back, and from thence runs 
up the pole, lus hands aiding his feet, with the nim- 
blenefs of a fquirrel. He then proceeds, firft, to ex- 
tend himfelf on the pole upon his belly, and then 
upon his back, his legs and arms both times fpread 
out. lie next throws himfelf horizontallv from the 
pole, which is all the while balanced on the girdle, 
holdingonly by his arms. This attitude among the 
tumblers is called the flag. Thirdly, he ftands upon 
his head on the top of the pole, holding below the 
fummi] with his hands. Finally, he throws himfelf 
from this ' ifl: pofition backwards down the pole, hold- 
ing by his hands, then turns over again holding by his 
feet, and this is repeated over and over, till he reaches 
the ground. Thefe and a thoufand other feats confti- 
tutethc amufement of the idle, and the fubfiftence of 
a numerous clafs of ftrollers. A detailed account of 
them is given by Colonel Ironfide, and preferved in 
the Afiatic Regifter, a work ably executed, and con- 
flituting the moft valuable repofitory of oriental 
knowledge hitherto in the poffeffion of the Englilli 
reader^ 



^ECT. 
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SECT. XXXIX, 



(GENERAL SKETCH OF THE MAHRATTA GOVERNMENT^ 



Cbunar, 1798. 

Before I left Europe, I freely own that I entertained 
the fame erroneous notion regarding the influence of 
the Britifli government on the peace and fecurity of 
the natives of Afia, which were then prevalent in 
England. The idea of foreigners making fuch vaft 
and rapid conquefts in a diftant country, was, in my 
mind, clofely allied with much mifery, rapine, and 
oppreflion, exercifed againfl the unwarlike and pa£? 
five Hindoos. The forcible pofTeflion of a country 
which, by immemorial prefcription, the bed of all 
rights, was their own ; with me I confefs militated 
againfl the very firft principles of juftice. It was 
only by the irrefiftible evidence of a thoufand facls, 
and daily obfervation, that I have been forced to a- 
bandon thofe opinions which were cherifhed not mere- 
ly as virtuous, but a part of myfelf. I am fully con- 

Aa4 vinced 
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vinced that the conqueft of Afia by Europeans, has 
not been a i'evere Jilpenlation, but a grand and ufeful 
remedy for the innumerable evils which they fuflfered. 

Upon your mind I have little hope of producing 
the fame c«>!ivic"tion : The Barbary ftates however, 
Egypt and the whole Turkilh empire, have long re- 
mained in fuch a (late of barbarous anarchy, that 
even an Englifhman could believe they might be bene- 
fited by a conqutfl. vVfter what I have witneffed, I 
have no ditFiculty in admitting that the govemmfntof 
the mofl unprincipled nation in Europe, would pro- 
duce a dcfirable amelioration of its condition. 

The Mogul government at no period oflFered full 
fecurit^^ to the prince, ftill lefs to his yaffals ; and to 
peafants the moft fcanty proteftion of all. It was a 
continued tiflfue of violence and infurreftion, treache- 
ry and punifliment, under which neither commerce 
nor the arts could profpcr, nor agriculture affume 
the appearance of a fyftem : Its downfall gave rife to 
a ftate ftill more afllickive, fince anarchy is worfe than 
mifrulc. The Mahomedan government, wretched as 
it was, the European nations have not the merit of 
overturning. It fell beneath the weight of its o^\'n 
corruption, and had already been fucceeded by the 
multifarious ,lyranny of petty chiefs, w^hofe right to 
govern confifted in their treafon to the ftate, and 
whofe exaftions on the peafants were as boundlefs as 
their avarice. The rents to government were, and 
where natives rule, ftill are levied twice a-ycar, by a 

niercilcf? 



INDIAN RECREATIONS. S77 

niercilefs banditti, under the femblance of an army^ 
who wantonly deftroy. or carry off whatever part 
of the produce may fatisfy their caprice, or fatiatc 
their avidity, after having himted the ill-fated peafants 
from the villages to the woods. , -Any attempt of the 
peafants to defend their perfons or property within 
the mud walls of their villages, only calls for the more 
fignal vengeance on thofe ufeful, but ill-fated mortals. 
They are then furrounded and attacked with mufket- 
ry and field-pieces till refiftancc ceafes, when the fur- 
vjvors are fold, and their habitations burnt and level- 
led with the ground. Hence you will frequently 
meet with the ryuts gathering up the fcattered rem- 
nants of what had yefterday been their habitation, 
if fear has permitted them to return ; but oftener the 
ruins are feen fmoking, after a fecond vifitation of 
this kind ; without the appearance of a human being 
to interrupt the awful lilence of defolation. 

This defcription does not apply to theMahomme- 
dan chieftains alone ; it is equally applicable to the 
Rajahs in the diftricls governed by Hindoos. Thefc 
two races of men, however diftinft they continue in 
certain modes and obfervances, are very much afli- 
milated in barbarity, and in ignorance of the art of 
government : Their neighbourhood, occafions a per- 
petual intercourfe of war or contention, which 
ftrengthens every malevolent principle to a degree, in- 
compatible either with peace or improvement. This 
is the more to be regi'etted, as the Hindoos arc regain- 
ing the fovcrci^nty of their ancient poffefiioi^^' ^^ 

prefer/ 
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;i!\r.^nf the Miiliratla people extend iheir fwaj in one 
[oriii or another, from thctay of Bengal, to the 
liviT Indus, The dcirraded Hindoo fovereign is re- 
inihitod in the P»'Ivf'orc, fo that this ancient people have 
recovered mure than one half of India. Throughout 
the wliolo of tliir, iniincnfe diftricl, agriculture is in a 
vjry impcrfvift ftatc, and in that ftate it mufl continue 
from t!ie oppreflions r)f petty tyrants in their own dif- 
tricts, or the ervternal evils occafioned bv the wars of 
contending chieftains, 

• 
The following obfervations feleded from an ac- 
count of this peopl J by William H. Tone, command- 
er of a regiment in the fervice of the Pefhw^ah, are 
entitled tp be regarded as the moft authentic that have 
yvjt been communicated on this fubjeft. From a long 
refidence in the country, and a minute perfonal ob-i 
fjrvation of their manners, this gentleman has en- 
\nycd very fuperior advantages in elucidating thi^ 
fubiea. 

*' I know not under what precife head to arrange 
the form, of the Mahratta government. It is not, 
ftriftly fpeaking, a complete monarchy: they have no 
titled nobility ; of confequence it does not come un- 
der the definition of an ariftocracy ; the people have 
no weight ; it is therefore no derhocracy. It would 
perhaps be bed defcribed, by refembling it to the 
circles of Germany, as a military republic, compofed 
of chiefs independent of each other ; acknowledging 
as their fupreme head, the Pefhwah, who is himfelf 

the 
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the fuppofed minifter of the Satarah Rajah. Their 
fubiniflion, however, is in many particulars merely 
nominal. The unfortunate defcendant of Sevajee, 
though Icfs than a cypher, lias fome occafional at- 
tentions paid to him. No Pefliwa can be appointed 
without receiving the kelat of inveftiture from his 
hands. Whenever the Pefhwa takes the field in per- 
fon, he muft previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah. The country circumjacent to Sat- 
tarah, enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all kinds ; and whenever any chief enters this di- 
ftri£t, all enfigns of royalty are laid afide ; and the 
nagara^ or great drum' of the empire ceafes to beat. 
Thefe, I believe, are the only marks of attention paid 
to the nominal head of this powerful government; in 
other particulars, he is a clofe prifoner on a very mo- 
derate allowance. The prefent Rajah was fome few 
years back, a private fiUadar, or commandant of 
horfe ; but being unfortunately of the blood of Seva- 
jee, on the demife of his predeceflbr, he was exalted 
from a ftate of happy obfcurity, to the fplended mi- 
sery of a throne and a prifon. 

Every thing refpefting this extraordinary people, 
becomes an objecl: of curiofity, as they appear a kind 
of phenomenon in the world of oriental politics. 
Their principles of government excite our attention, 
as they difcover a mode of thinking and afting, total- 
ly differing from the regular fyftem of European 
policy. The very local arrangements of empi^^ f ^^ 
peculiar j the territory of the different chiefs being 
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blended or intcrfperfed with each other. Pait of the 
Pefliwa's dominions lie on thcfea coaft, and part on 
the northward of Delhi. It is alfo no uncommon 
thing for a pcrgiinnah, fometimes a lingle town, to 
belong to two or three different chiefs: fome are even 
the joint property of the Pefhwa and the Nizam. A 
difpofition fo chequered, ftrikes me as having a ten- 
dency to weaken the combined ftrength of the whole; 
but whether this be the effeft of policy or accident, 
I confefs I cannot determine. 

• 
The Pefliwa, though the acknowledged head of 
the empire, has but very little territory in his own 
hands : the Soubadary of Amedabad, worth about 
fixty lacks a year, is the largeft diftrift he poffeffes. 
Some of the great perfonages of the Poonah Sircar 
hold jagheers from the ftate by right of office^ which 
being independent of the Pefhwa, are very valuable* 
That lately held by Purferam Bow, was worth thirty 
lacks annually. Ruftia Foncia, or, as he is termed, the 
Tope Koonah Walla, an officer correfponding to our 
mafter-general of ordinance, Firkia and many others, 
have very confiderable revenues ; but the mere land- 
ed income in the hands of the Pefliwa, is very trifling: 
His refources depend upon the contributions of the 
other members of the empite, which every thing in- 
cluded, do not exceed four crore of rupees a year. 

In the great durbar of Poonah, all the higher 
cfiices arc hereditary. The Dc'u\7?i'', Funia've/ei^ 

Chitnavefe 

» Minister + Chancellor. "^■" 
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Chitna^efe*^ and even the commander in chief of 
holder of the jerry-put f are all fituatipns held by 
defcent ; and fo much is this rule adhered to, that no 
peftiwa has ever prefumed to invade it. The cuftom, 
however, does not obtain in the inferior durbars. 

It is one peculiar feature of the Mahratta govern- 
ment, that the enipire always confiders itfelf as in a 
ftate of war. This circumftance entirely refults 
from the unfettled and fluftuating llate of the inter- 
nal government : their recent acquifitions in Hin- 
doftan are held only by the fword ; and they are 
under the neceffity of compelling the payment of the 
Chout, always given with reluftance, or extorted by 
aftual force. But, independent of thefe motives, 
war is with them a fource of revenue ; as the diffe- 
rent chiefs of the empire make annual campaigns ia 
the few diftrifts which have not yet been brought to 
a ftate of fubjeflion, or aftual fervitude. Thefe mi- 
litary excurfions are termed Muluk-ghere, two Per- 
fian words, which fignify taking poffeiEon of ter- 
ritory. 

This eternal warfare is the caufe of an enormous 
cxpence ; to fupply which the Mahrattas have many 
modes of finance 5 but the moft prevailing one is 
that of anticipating their revenues. It is unnecef- 
fary to enlarge on the defefts bf a fyftem fo ob- 

viouily 

* Master of requests, f A small standard made of gold clotL 
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vioufly pernicious. Thcfe mortgages upon the tei'- 
ritoriiil revenue are ncgociatcd by wealthy Soucars, 
between whom and the miniller there always exills 
a proper underftanJing ; they are frequently at a 
dii'count of thirty or forty per cent, and then paid in 
the mofl depreciated currency. This ruinous me- 
tliod of raifmg the fupplies, arifcs from the unfettled 
ftate of the country, which induces government to 
prefer a certain fum in hand, though at an enormous 
ufury, to the poflible receipt of a precarious reve- 
nue at the expiration of three or four years, to which ' 
extent they are frequently anticipated. In fuch di- 
Itricls as remain in the management of the Sircar, 
the taxes are raifed according to the ufages of the 
higheft antiquity, and are generally very moderate. 
The duties on common commodities, on a grofs efti- 
mate, never exceed five per cent, except on Ghee, 
which amount to fifty. The revenue refulting from 
the proprietary right to the foil, which is one half of 
the produce; the Chout paid by the Nizam, and 
the plunder raifed by Moulukghere, form the grand 
pecuniary refources of the Mahratta empire. Thefe, 
though amounting to a vaft fum, are far fhort of 
the current cxpences. The conquered country in 
Hindoftan, c;xhaufted by continual depredations, is 
no longer capable to furnifh a fingle rupee. The 
entire wealth of this once rich country, is buried in 
the private treafuries of the Mahratta chiefs, and loft 
to all the purpofes of circulation. So great is the 
fcarcity of fpecie in the upper provinces, that for 
thefe two years pail, Scindia has been obliged to ex- 

4 tort 
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tort mcfhey from the Poonah government for :he 
payment of his vaft armies in Hindoitan. 
• 
In the different governments of the native povers^ 
as in the moft defpotic ones, the prince, unlefe he 
poflefles great talents, is merely a cypher ; the De- 
wan, or minifter, has all the authority in his hmds. 
This office is univerfally beftowed on the perfou who 
gives the greateft nuzzur, or more properly fpecking, 
can furnifli a fum to anfwer fome particular exigence 
of*the ftate : for an inability to fupply money for 
current expellees, is always fure to difplace a mini- 
fter. The prince having taken the bribe, ofien a- 
mounting to many lacks of rupees, thq^objecl of the 
purchafer is to remburfe himfelf. Here the great 
door to corruption is thrown open : every office is 
fet up to auftion, and knocked down to the higheft 
bidder, without regarding any qualification but the 
price. Every fituation, Komifdars, Killadars, and 
places, are difpofed of in public market. No check 
can be given to confequential peculation. He that 
fliould punifh the delinquent, has himfelf fet the ex- 
ample, and is equally implicated in his guilt. I'he 
very man that has bought his office, is not certain of 
holding it a year ; this confideration gives additional 
keennefs to his avarice, till it gets whetted to the 
higheft degree, and he extorts from the unfortunate 
Ryut the produfl: of his labour, without compunc- 
tion. Thus he plunders without mercy the very 
fubjeQ: it is his duty to proteft. If this tyrant be re- 
moved, the evil is by no means removed with him j 
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forhis fucceflbr, if he buys Jiis oflice, (and* on na 
oth«r tennfi will he get it), will moft certainly be 
cquiUy rapacious and unprincipled. • 

Ii is from caufes of this kind, that the bulk of the 
peop£ are almoft without property. Few under a 
Mahiatta govcmmeiit have any opportunity of ac- 
quiring wealth, except the powerful Brahmins, who 
hold offices in the Durbar. Their avarice is infa- 
tiable ; and if ever the madnefs of accumulation 
was marked with the highcft degree of folly, it is in 
the prefent inftancc: for although the Brahmin may 
be permitted to go on even for years in every prac- 
tice of extortign, his wealth at lall excites the atten- 
tion of the prince, when he is obliged to difgorge, 
and is perhaps ordered to a Kella for life. If he 
happens to die while in office, his property is gene- 
rally fequeftrated by the Sircar. In this cafe his fa- 
mily is provided for, either by a penfion, or other- 
wife ; and the cuftom of plunder, which is called 
Goonoger^ *, forms one very confiderable part of 
the contingent revenue. 

Upon the whole, I believe, there is not upon re- 
cord an example of any government fo little calcu- 
lated to give proteftion to the fubjeft, as the fluc- 
tuating and unfteady fyftem of the. Mahrattas : an 
adminiftration formed of rapacity, corruption, and 

infta- 
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mftability, affords but lit;! .: liopc of domcftic happi- 
itefs, or public fecurity. To this grand fource may 
be afcribed the accumulated nlifery of the people ; 
opprefEon, poverty, and famine, which lad appears 
the appropriated curfe of this country. When \va 
refleft on the great fertility of Tlindoftan in general, 
it is amazing to confider the frequency of this dread- 
ful vifitation. It is evidently not owing to any fteri- 
lity in the foil or climate, fmce there are many fea- 
fons that yield two or three crops ; the evil muft be 
traced to fome political caufe ; and it requires but 
little penetration to difcover it in the avarice and ex« 
tortion of the various governments. In a country 
fuch as this, where revolutions are fo common, the 
great fpur to induftrj'', that of fecurity, is taken a 
way : the Ryut, who cultivates his ground this year 
is by no means fure of poflefTmg it the next : if he 
fhould, it is highly probable that under a govern- 
ment that holds its fway only by the fword, fome 
large detachment may be quartered in his neigh- 
bourhood : no greater blow can be given to induf- 
try ; for a Mahratta army is more indefatigably de- 
ftruftive than myriads of locufts. The property of 
friends and enemies falls equally a prey to their un- 
diftinguifhing depredations. Hence no man raifes 
more grain than is barely fufficicnt for himfelf ; and 
the produce of the year is juft equivalent to its con- 
fumptioiii The confequence is, as there are no pub- 
lic ;;;rana/Tcs, that the firft unfavourable feafon pro- 
duces a famine : the inhabitants abandon their fields, 
and either ily to the coaft, or lo ^lovcv^ CiNJcv^-^ ^^^^^^^ 
Vol. L. E b NxV^x^. 
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where the famine lias prcviulcd Icfs. This* new ac- 
ceffion of people prnduces a famine there alfo, and 
ihc evil bc'ccMncs uiiivorfal. 

It Is at tliis p^'rioJ, iliJt the traveller beholds the 
grc?vtelt Ci all humiin niirtri*:^ ; hunger, nakednefs, 
r.nd difcafc, and d.mth, whicii in this cale is the ex- 
trcm.: of mercy. He fees th'j ftreets ftrewed with 
carcai js ; the highways wii [\ Ikelctons ; and every 
coimtoniuice procluiniirjg milery, wretchednefs, and 
dcijxiir. It is Oxvii^g to ll'.c frequency of this dread- 
ful calamity, tha: t!ic Mahrattas are total ftrangers to 
chaHt\s aiul »:..:.Vfs an infenfibility of heart, to which 
(^iher nr.iions arc lirangers. The feelings become 
iieelcd with a repetition of diftrefs, efpecially in a 
people \v[i.::e ruling paflion is avarice. A Mahratta 
v.ill kc his own brother expire before him with the 
iiK.i! phlegmatic compofure. Perhaps the man who 
has beheld his whole family die around him, with- 
out exciting one fentiment of compaflion on his 
fellow-beings, will, when the evil again recurs, find 
his heart hardened againfl mankind from a recollec- 
tion of their barbarity, rather than foftened to pity 
by a knowledge of their diftrefs. Such is the effed 
of famine upon morals ; but I believe it has never 
produced one infurreitiori againfl the government, 
which, for the mofl part, occafions it. The Hindoo 
has but few paflions ; he confiders misfortune as his 
fate ; and he fubmits without a flruggle. 
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It is alfo owing to famine, and its concomitant 
depopulations, that feme parts of India are fo thinly 
inhabited. I believe it* may be fafely afferted, that 
through the whole country (Bengal and Behar ex- 
cepted) one acre in fifty is not cultivated ; and the 
quantity of tilled land will always bear a proportion 
to the number of people to be maintained by it. It 
is no uncommon circumftance for large cities, in the 
time of famine, to lofe three-fourths of their inha- 
bitants ; and the country fuffers in the fame degree. 
Frequently whole diftricts are fwcpt away, and for 
years remain a jungle, nolwithfhanding the climate 
is fo favourable to population. Up^^i the whole, 
between the indolence of the people, and the rapacity 
of the government, famine appears to be the prime 
curfe of this country ; yet, incredible as it may 
feem, no provifion is ever made agahill it ; but 
that the fault is not in nature, or the natives, may be 
fe^n by turning to Bengal, which enjoying a more 
fteady adminiftralion, has not fuffered famine, I be- 
lieve, fmce that which happened in 1770, or 1771, 
twenty-fix years ago ; although every other part of 
India has been frequently vifited by it fince thar 
period* 

Such is the comparative ftate of the Britifli pro- 
vinces, and the reft of India, drawn by a difin^ereft- 
ed fpeftator, and I have often had occafion to wdr- 
nefs its accuracy and truth. Upon what principle 
then does the Abbe Reynal, and after him other ig- 
norant dechimersy give out t\\A\. Orv^ lLw^\^ \Nax^ 
Bb 2 \c5^^^ 
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robbed the natives of their jjpffeffions, and Siftreffed 
them by their cruelties ? The Britifh territories arc, 
in truth, the only part of the country which they 
peaceably poffefs ; the only afylum where they, at 
this hour, enjoy in any competent degree either pro- 
tection, plenty, or comfort. Among a people fo 
long accuftomed to anarchy or mifrule, it would be 
too fanguine to expeft that habits of induftry or fub- 
miflion to order can be fpeedily eilablifhed ; yet that 
the extenfion of European dominion over this vaft 
country, above defcribed, has proved a great bleffing, 
is a truth as incontrovertible as any in the fcience of 
morals. It has already been brought to the teft of 
experience ; and fo far as it has yet extended, the 
truth has obtauied all the evidence of demonftration. 
When, therefore, you hear of inftances of niifcon- 
duft in our countrymen^ and there perhaps have been 
fome, they do not overturn the general principle ^ 
for affuredly a fyftem in fome refpefts bad, may be a 
great improvement on another which has alway.« 
been cffentially and radically worfe. 



^\i^\^ 



SECT. XL. 



OP THE DEFINCE OF THE COUNTRY 



Near Patna^ Nov. 1799. 



The fecurity of fo vaft a territory as the Britifti em- 
pire in India, muft be regarded as a momentous 
concern, whether you view the fubjeft in regard to 
external defence, or internal protection. The moft 
populous nation in Europe could not perhaps fupply 
the continual drain of inhabitants which an army 
adequate to this purpofe muft necefTarily require. An 
hundred thoufand troops could not prove fufficient ; 
and reckoning the life of a foldier in India at the ave- 
rage of ten years, this would annually withdraw 
ten thoufand of the moft ufeful and enterprifmg part 
of the community, after it had already fupplied the 
unavoidable waftc of a numerous military eftablifh- 
ment at hon^.c. Could fuch a number of hands be 
eSordsd for the fupply of one bx?crvc\\ ol ^^ I^xntns:.'^-, ^ 
Bb 3 "^v 



S90 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 

it would induce a debility akhonie, or a depopulation 
which no foreign dominion could compenrate. It 
was perhaps the ovcrftrained exertions of the Portu- 
guefe and Spanifli nations, co-operating with a more 
than ordinary corruption of manners, that has lower- 
ed the power and confequcnce of thefe kingdoms in 
the fcale of Europe, to a degree which no acquifition 
of wealth can retrieve. 

Happily for Great Britain, the defence of this 
country does not neceffarily require fuch a propor- 
tion of its inhabitants. The natives are themfelves 
excellent foldicrs while under the difcipline and 
command of luiropean officers : they are not only 
exjKrt in their exercife, but diftinguifhed by a cool 
and Heady bravery which would do honour to any 
troops. The revenue of the country will always be 
adequate to defray the charge of a fufficient number 
of native troops, if managed with any economy ; and 
the fubordination which they have ever ftiown, is a 
full fecurity fCr their "fidelity. The army has on 
every occafion been fubr.-viffive to its commanders ; 
the individuals of which it is compofed Iiave facrificed 
to difcipline more of their prejudices, than can be 
found in any other inftance. Brahmins, and perfons 
of the higher cafts, are commanded by their inferiors 
in rank without a murmur upon actual duty. Many 
inftances may perhaps be produced in which they 
have been deprived of part of their fmall allowan- 
ces, by the mean artifices of their fuperiors ; but I 
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believe "there is hardly a fingle example of their 
making a common caule to revenge their wrong. 

On a late occafion, a corps of native infantry, up- 
on a miftaken interpretation of their ipxclination, 
was ordered to be embarked as marines, a ferv'icc 
not included in the terms of their covenant with the 
Company, and directly contrar)' to the prejudices of 
the greater part of the Hindoos. They refufed to 
comply : force was employed ; they refilled it as far 
as ihey were able ; but were forced to fubmit. This 
tranfaftion, while it difplays their tenacity to their 
principles, and the terms of their agreement, fliows 
alfo their implicit fubmiflion, where we have a right 
,to their fervices. This rcfrattory corps was attacked 
Ijy another x)f their own countrymen, and foon re- 
duced to fubmiflion, by their fteady behaviour under 
the diredion of European officers. 

Tins tranfiidion, howxver much it may reflect 
upon the equity of our conduft, affords the fullefi: 
evidence of the want of a general fpirit of refifliance 
to Europeans. If our conduft be guided in any 
meafure by ]ufl;ice or humanity we can have nothing 
to apprehend from a general combination of a native 
army. 

There is probably fliill lefs to dread from a general 
confederacy of the independent princes of the coun- 
try againfl: us. Their mutual jealoufics and animofi- 
ties wiJ] for ever defeat fucb. ^ fcVvOTMe.^ T\\s. -^is-^:^- 
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tage here is all upon our part ; for during a late wai* 
with Tippoo a more numerous combination was form- 
ed by us againft that prince, than the monarchs of 
Lidia could ever bring to co-operate for the affertion 
of their common independence. The armies of In- 
dia refemble thv-fe undilciplincd bands wliich the feu- 
dal princes of Europe formerly collected around them. 
They are compofed of the dependants of the great 
lords of court ; arc » etained by them, and meet or 
difband at their plcafurc, rather than by the orders of 
the prince. x\ combination of thcfe chiefs may prove 
formidable to their own fovereign, but never to a fo- 
reign povi'en 

A SEPOY army muft then prove the chief defence 
of our poffeflions ; neither its number nor expenoe 
can prove a burden to the inhabitants at large : their 
pay is fuperior to the wages of common labour, and 
more punctually paid 5 numbers are therefore willing 
to cnlill, for a hmited number of years, during which 
the frugal native is often enabled to accumulate what, 
to him, is an independent fortune. 

It 15 from this circumftance that they fo frequent- 
ly aflv leave to -retire from the fervice ; a thing more 
injurious 10 the fervice in appearance, than in reality. 
Their independent and eafy circumftances attrads 
others to fupply their place ; while there is little to 
be apprehended from their engaging in the army of 
any hoftile power. A native foldier, aftc^ a few 
f?U)nthG difulc^ becotat^ •xi.'s* co\wj\^\m\^ \<^o\!A.vit of 
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his duty*, as if he had never learnt it. The reduc- 
tion of a body of men "To mere mechanical motions, 
in which the excellence of difcipline has been fup- 
pofed to confift, is the work of nature herfelf upon 
the natives of India. Deprive them of the officer, 
who may be regarded as the afting fpring, and they 
are unable to execute any movement however (itnple : 
difcontinue their exercife for a Ibort time, and they 
will irefume it with a confcioufnefs of their own in- 
capacity ; every trial is ineficftual till again they are 
yr6und up anew by the labour of frefh inftrudion. 
The natives are therefore incapable of carrying Eu- 
ropean difcipline into a foreign army ; as often as the 
country powers have attempted this, they have pro- 
cured officers from that fervice to introduce it. 

Native troops are alfo preferable from the fmaU 
expence of their eflablifhnient. A battalion of a 
thoufand men, exclufive of the pay of officers, may 
be kept up at a fmaller charge than fome individual 
fervants coft the Company. Our dominion in In- 
dia, therefore, will probably prove coeval with our 
economy and public virtue : ftiould profufion fo far 
increafe, that a fc^A favourites fhall engrofs imd dif- 
fipate the means of fupporting our power, it mull 
fall like an edifice that has been undermined in its 
foundation. " 

From the infuborJination or revolt of its native 
armies, Britain has nothing to fear ; from their in- 
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incapacity to repel hoftile attacks, it has probably 
ftill kfs. It is to the diflToIutS and corrupt habits of 
its fervants ; or to the treachery of its European 
troops, that it mufl look for the gradual decay, or 
the fudden overthrow of its power in India» 



SECT. XLL 



or THE SERVANTS OF THE INDIA COMPANf . 



Calcutta^ Dec. 1799. 

The whole of the Hon. Company's civil and military 
fervants holding appointments, by the moft accurate 
lifts publiflied, do not amount on this eftablifliment 
to more than two thoufand. This muft certainly 
appear a fmall number of perfons to engrofs with 
their falaries fo large a fum as that which conftitute§ 
the eftablilhcd charge of this prefidency. 

The far greater part of the fervants of the Com- 
pany however enjoy only moderate appointments ; 
whether you regard the facrifice made to attain them, 
or the duty required in their faithful execution. The 
man who removes fo far from his native land, and 
breaks off every tie whether of afFeftion or of blood, 
certainly merits fome cpmpenfation for the pofitive 
comforts, and advantages vj\\\q\v \\^ \W^ foxc5gie&. 
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When to this you add the dangers incurred from the 
climate, which even in its mSit favourable operation 
foon debilitates the conftitution, and certainly fliortens 
the period «.f life ; it may readily beadmitted that the 
enterprifing fpirit of the Company's fervants is not 
extravagantly rewarded. 

That a fubaltern in the army, or a junior civil 
fervant, after having incurred the expence of a long 
voyage, and a genteel education, (hould receive a 
competent fubfiftence, for here it is no more, Ls cer- 
tainly what he is entitled to in any part of the world. 
But from this frugality and decorum in the payment 
of the Company^s fervants, there have crept in manjr 
wide deviations. 

You will in fome inftances find a fingle individual 
and his family in the receipt of an annual falary al- 
moft fufficient to defi-ay the ordinary charge of a fepoy 
battalion. Whether this be profufion, partiality, or 
a generous retribution of fervices, all muft allow that 
it encroaches, feverely upon that revenue, by which 
the empire in this part of the world muft be defended. 
But withdrawing the means of defence is by no 
means the only efFeft of this unequal diftribution of 
the revenue ; it tends in various ways to increafe its 
danger. 

Splendid fortunes fuddenly accumulated, hold 
up a dazzling but falfe pifture of the riches of our 
Indian poifeflions. T\\^ -aLVV^tiVvoivv. wox. <3>:^ eS. \5c^ 
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cottiAie^%>owers, but of every nation in Europe, is 

Misled towards them v^h a jealous avidity. If any 

dirAjMaftaace more powerfully than another can pro^ 

TcA&^Mivdion, it is this pernicious difplay of ima- 

ginalftobecaqfe individual wealth. 

Ex^ssrvE affluence in the hands of a few is im- 
Hiediii^y^eftrudive to every branch of tlie fervice. 
^regular living, gaming, and profufion, are the im- 
mediate confequences to all in the vicinity of one dif- 
fipated civil fervant of the Company. Young of- 
ficers aod writers are tempted to partake in all the 
indulgeQCes of luxury : they engage in play, con- 
, tcafi; ddn on exorbitant intereft, and ruin approaches 
with irrefiftible rapidity. Hence, while the excef- 
five opulence of individuals holds up a bait to the 
enemiarof the-country, it debilitates and renders un- 
fierviceable thut body of men who are entrufted with 
its defence* 

It is in this circumftance that a reflefting mind 
would probably trace the decline of the Britifli powei- 
in India. Extravagant fortunes, accumulated in the 
Eaft, are carried home to be diffipated in all the 
taftelefs profufion of new gotten w^lth. Manners 
become corrupted at home ; new adventurers nioipie 
diflblute than the former arrive, who inftead of' 
checking, improve upon the vices of their predecef- 
fors. The army becomes diflblute and neceifitous ; 
a ftate iniwhich it has ever proved lefs formidable td 
its enenrns than its employers. 
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The proper guidance, and virtuous adminiftra- 
tion of a government fo expenfive as that of India -, 
and the upright diftribution of its revenue, proves an 
effort too great for the energy' and virtue of any in- 
dividual. In fuch a ftatc of manners, effeminacy, 
corruption, debts, and trciifon, have gradually arifen, 
and have in the courfe of ages diffolvcd the connec- 
tion of every European nation and its Afiatic pro- 
vinces, whofe hiftory has ever yet been recorded. 

Perhaps there is no certain grounds upon which 
you can claim an exemption to the Bnrilh empire 
'from the common cataftrophe of nations. It is how^- 
ever comfortable to obferve, that its government in 
India has hitherto continued to improve ; both in 
the fecurity and protection yielded to its native fub- 
jefts, and in the equity of its conduct to the neigh- 
bouring powers. In the infancy of our power there 
was no regular controul over its (operations. The 
ambition of a commander, or the exigencies of the 
trcafur\'', were fometimes fufficicnt motives to at- 
tack an independent and unoffending neighbour : 
and what is flill more pernicious and dilgraccful, 
the ingenuity of his avarice might difcover trcafon 
in a province, merely to afford a pretence for its^ 
depredation. 

In proportion as Indian politics hav 
better known in Britain, remedies ha^^ 
ly provided for thefe evils.. His 
whofe care Providence \a» 
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of a larger portion of Afiatic fubjefts, than ever feH 
under the dominion of any European monarch, en- 
joys alfo the peculiar felicity of feeing them better 
governed. For with all its imperfeftions the Britifh 
government in India has operated with a more fyfte- 
niatkal and conftant effefl: to the fecurity of the na- 
tives, than that of any other power that has ever ac- 
qmred dominion in Afia. 

From the different checks arifmg from its confti- 
tuent parts, we have not now to apprehend violent 
or unprovoked attacks againft neighbours, nor 
the depredation of its provinces by unprincipled 
commanders. There is more imminent danger from 
a weak, inefficient adminiftration, unable to overawe 
the difaflfefted, check the dilTipated, or to intimidate 
the corrupt. The tendency of future times will per 
haps lead to a government of expenfive jobs and ex- 
j>edients for the provifion of relations and favourites. 
In an age not remarkable for the ftemnefs or inflexi- 
bility of its virtue, it will be difficult to find an indi- 
vidual of integrity and firmnefs to refift tlie folicita- 
tions of favourites ; and to do juflice to the claims 
of merit or of fervicc. Farther accumulations of 
offices and emoluments may yet be heaped upon 
individuals ani their friends ; and thofe feeds of 
legcncrMp^ltady begun to difclofe, may ripen into 
rf depravity ; a flate clofely bor- 
ice and ruin. The revenue, in- 
;cd to encreafc the inveftments. 
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away in «mpty parade^ or lavifhed iii the ereJElion of 
phantaftic buildings under the pretext of magnifi- 
cence ; but in reality to gratify the vanity of a weak 
and unprincipled governor. 

In a quarter of the world fo remote as India, Great 
Britain has perhaps more to fear from the difloyalty 
of its army, than from its diflipation. The diftant 
pofleflions of the Romans were more frequently loft 
by the revolt of their legions, than by their inability 
to defend them againft foreign enemies Britain it- 
felf proclaimed one of its commanding officers em- 
peror, and was for a while loil to the ftate. The 
legions in Germany frequently mutinied ; thofe en- 
trufted with the defence of the Afiatic provinces 
were often guilty of the grcateft excefles*. 

All thcfe misfortunes feemed the unavoidable 
confequences of a diflblute army, entrufted to an 
unprincipled commander. The fupreme executive 
power wa$ never for a moment entrufted to other 
hands than the fenatc or the emperors. They had no 
officers fixed for Hfe in particular provinces, which 
the executive power had not an acknowleged right 
to rccal, and order upon whatever fervice the gene- 
ral exigencies of the ftate might requ've. When this 
is the cafe, the officers gradually lofe their attach* 
ment to the parent ftate ; all their mterefts centre in 

the 
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pardcular diftrift to ^ich they are attached, and 
thefe they may confider as directly oppofite to that 
of the empire at large. A body of officers whofe at- 
tachments to their native country mad be weak- 
ened in proportion to the time they have left it, and 
to the diftance of their profpcft of returning, will 
unavoidably be influenced by an esprit du corps dan- 
gerous to the ftate. The fituation of all is fimilar ; 
their interefts are fuppofed to be the fame ; and it is 
impoflible, while they feel uncontroulable power in 
their poffeffion, that they fhould not exert it for 
their individual intcreft, rather than for that of their 
country. 

In fuch a fituation, it is in vain to imagine that you 
can attach them to their country by conferrmg rank 
and emolument. The beft paid troops in every 
country have ever become the mod diffolutc and un- 
principled ; and a privileged corps with fuperior pay, 
muft in the end prove as dangerous as the Pretoriau 
bands of Rome, or the janilTaries of Conftantinople. 
If they are conflituted without your authority, and 
are guided by a different power, you in reality ac- 
knowledge their independence. Their numbers, and 
their diftance, render controul difficult, or impoffible. 
They will foon feel this, and arrange not only their 
own fervice, but the government of their province 
agreeably to their own ideas, that is, their own pe- 
cuniary intereft. In the form of humble advice, 
petition or remonft ranee, or in whatever language 
they may choofe to veil t\vciT coxv^wCi^ \v ^'^ •iksRTyNj;^. 
Vol. L C c >^\w^ 
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** The chiefis, and princjjal officers, retained a 
multitude of thofe Tinging and dancing women, with 
which India abounds. Effeminacy introduced itfelf 
into their houfes and armies. The officers marched 
to meet the enemy in palanquins. That brilliant 
courage which had fubdued fo many nations, ex- 
ifted no longer among them. The Portugueze were 
with difficulty brought to fight, except where there 
was a profped of plunder. In a (hort time the King 
of Portugal no longer received the tribute, which 
was paid him by three hundred and fifty earfem 
princes. This money was loft in its way from them 
to him. Such corruptions prevailed in the finances, 
that the tribute of fovereigns, the revenue of the pro- 
vinces, which ought to have been immenfe, the 
taxes levied in gold and filver, and fpices, on the 
inhabitants of the continent and iflands, were not 
fufficient to keep up a few citadels, and to fit out the 
fhipping that was neceffary for the proteftion of 
-trade.*' 
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